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was crazy for dressing like that in the cold
weather. He took that craziness and his love
of wearing shorts to Facebook to initiate a
challenge to his friends and posted, “Until |
raise 1,000 dollars for the Falls Hunger Coali-
tion Food Bank, I'm going to wear shorts no
matter if it's snowing, 30 below, rain, sleet, or
snow.”

Soon the amount turned into $2,000,
$3,000, $4,000, $5,000, $6,000 to $7,192 at
the end of the year.

The comments on his Facebook ranged
from, “We need to dress this young man,” or
“I don’'t know, maybe we want to keep Jason
in shorts all winter. However, he did stop
wearing his shorts when he reached $5,000
with contributions from friends and strangers
all over the United States. He modestly says,
“It's all about paying it forward. Everyone can
use a helping hand once in a while and you
never know if the shoe was on the other foot,
you never know if you're going to need some-
thing yourself so why not get out there and
help somebody.”

The Falls Hunger Coalition served over
8,000 people in 4,178 households in calendar
year 2014. That added up to over 164,000
pounds of food distributed through Bonus
Bucks, Senior Select, the Nutritional Assist-
ance Program for Seniors, and the Summer
Snack Packs and Summer Meals. Population
wise, it's a small county but the coalition is
doing an outstanding job of serving the needs
of many.

| understand that Jason is planning to hatch
another fundraising later this year and as a
former UPS employee during my college days
and spending time on a ride-along-driver “in
the browns” this past summer in Duluth, |
know he has the determination to once again
achieve great success. With one out of five
children in this country going to bed hungry
every night, | am so proud of this young man
for stepping up and trying to alleviate the
issue of hunger in his own community.

Let's just hope for warmer temperatures
during his next fundraising phase.

—

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
MAJOR GENERAL CASSIE STROM
OF THE UNITED STATES AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Mis-
souri’s 1st district, | am proud to honor one of
our most distinguished constituents and home-
grown heroes, Major General Cassie Strom of
the United States Air National Guard. In June
of this year—2015, General Strom is retiring,
after an incredible 31 plus years of dedicated
service.

General Strom received her commission by
direct appointment and began her active duty
career with the Air Force in February 1984.
She has served at all levels—Department of
Defense, Combatant Command, Headquarters
United States Air Force, Major Command,
wing and base legal offices. She previously
served on active duty for six years at the base
legal offices at Barksdale Air Force Base, Lou-
isiana, Osan Air Base, Korea and Torrejon Air
Base, Spain. General Strom is admitted to
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practice law in the State of Missouri and the
State of Nebraska.

General Strom transferred to the Air Force
Reserve with an assignment as an Individual
Mobilization Augmentee at Scott Air Force
Base, lllinois. She then moved to the Missouri
Air National Guard in 1990 as a traditional
Guard member. She has deployed to Bosnia
and Herzegovina and augmented the Army
Civil Affairs mission, worked a variety of inter-
national peacekeeping exercises, served in
the Department of Defense Office of General
Counsel in support of Operation Iragi Free-
dom, acted as the Deputy Staff Judge Advo-
cate, United States Transportation Command,
and as a Supervising Senior Attorney at the
United States Air Force Academy.

Major General Cassie A. Strom concludes
her achievement filled career as the Air Na-
tional Guard Assistant to The Judge Advocate
General. In this position, she is the principal
adviser and liaison to The Judge Advocate
General on Air National Guard legal matters.
In addition, she serves as a senior representa-
tive on The Judge Advocate General’s Air Na-
tional Guard Council, providing leadership,
strategic planning and management of the en-
tire Air National Guard Judge Advocate pro-
gram, encompassing over 440 judge advo-
cates and paralegals at Air National Guard
legal offices throughout the United States.

Her service to our country does not stop
with her time in military status—she runs the
Veteran’s Advocacy Project for the Catholic
Legal Assistance Ministry, which is housed in
Scott Hall, in our own St. Louis University
School of Law!

As further testament to her exceptional serv-
ice, General Strom’s military decorations in-
clude the Defense Superior Service Medal,
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal, Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, Air Force Commendation
Medal (with 3 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters),
Army Commendation Medal, Air Force
Achievement Medal (with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf
Cluster), Air Force Outstanding Unit Award,
Air Force Organizational Excellence Award
(with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster), National De-
fense Service Medal (with Bronze Star), Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed
Forces Service Medal, Humanitarian Service
Medal, Air Force Overseas Ribbon Short, Air
Force Overseas Ribbon Long, Air Force Lon-
gevity Service (with 3 Bronze Oak Leaf Clus-
ters), Armed Forces Reserve Medal (with 1
Gold Hourglass) Air Force Training Ribbon,
and NATO Medal!

General Strom has set a truly inspiring ex-
ample of dedication to the defense of freedom,
service before self, and what it means to be
an Officer. She has been a trailblazer—as one
of the first JAGs to deploy into Bosnia to be-
coming the first female ANG Advisor to Air
Force Special Operations Command’s Staff
Judge Advocate to becoming the first woman
to become a Major General Air National Guard
Judge Advocate! The people of the first district
of Missouri—thank General Strom for her
service and wish her well in her future en-
deavors!
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CHARLIZE GALLEGOS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Charlize
Gallegos for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Charlize Gallegos is an 8th grader at Wheat
Ridge 5-8 and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Charlize
Gallegos is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Charlize Gallegos for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

————

TRIBUTE TO KANIKA
DRAKSHARAM

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Kanika Draksharam attends Clements High
School in Sugar Land, Texas. The essay topic
is: in your opinion, what role should the gov-
ernment play in our lives?

In my opinion, the role of the government
in our lives should be to protect and help the
people of the country when they are not able
to do those things themselves.

The topmost priority for a government
should be the safety of the people living in
that country. If the people are not safe, then
the country will fall apart. Providing safety
for the people includes a police force, mili-
tary, a fire department or emergency re-
sponse team, and an emergency medical sys-
tem. Without a working police force, society
would not be stable, as there would be large
amounts of crime. This should be provided
from a local government. A military is vital
to a country’s protection. A government
must ensure that the borders of a country
are protected. Federal protection is nec-
essary in order to maintain the safety and
well being of the people. The military should
be provided from a federal level however.
Federal and local law enforcement must be
enforced. If a country did not have a fire de-
partment or emergency medical system, the
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safety of people would be threatened, and
lives would be lost and endangered. It is the
responsibility of the government to ensure
that people are safe.

Another role the government must play in
people’s lives is to provide basic necessities
such as education and infrastructure. It
should be prioritized, that the citizens of a
country are educated and are able to support
themselves and benefit to the country. Pro-
viding education should be one of the roles of
a state or local government to determine the
standards of. Providing infrastructure lies in
the role of the government, because water,
roads, waste collection and electricity are
needed. These things are required for a coun-
try to be functioning and to ensure the well
being of the people. An equal priority, of the
government should be to provide a demo-
cratic federal justice system. If an individual
violates a law, the role of the government is
to make sure this person is brought to jus-
tice.

In conclusion, when we consider the role of
the government in our lives today, my opin-
ion is the role should be to provide defense,
protection, infrastructure facilities, quality
education, and a democratic justice system.
These things all benefit the people them-
selves, but at the same time, do not have
complete control over them.

———

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL GRAZIANO,
FILMMAKER, AND THE DOCU-
MENTARY FILM RESISTANCE

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Michael Graziano and his ex-
traordinarily talented team at Uji Films who
have created a fantastic documentary called
Resistance. Michael recently joined me along
with a panel of experts on antibiotic resistance
for a screening of Resistance in my district of
Rochester, New York, to an amazing re-
sponse. The film uses microscopic footage,
harrowing personal stories and expert insight
to delve into the history of antibiotic resist-
ance, starting with the mass production of
antibiotics 70 years ago and tracking the rise
of superbugs into the 21st Century.

Resistance does a tremendous job laying
out the issues at hand, explaining that eighty
percent of the antibiotics sold in this country
are used on the farm, mostly with healthy ani-
mals to “prevent disease,” and how that im-
pacts human health and modern medicine.
The World Health Organization said in a re-
cent report that antibiotic resistance is, “a
problem so serious that it threatens the
achievements of modern medicine.” In ten
years, surgeries, procedures, and illnesses
that rely on antibiotics could be fatal. Pulling
your teeth. Hip replacements. These could all
be rendered obsolete without antibiotics. Strep
throat could be fatal.

We must preserve medically important anti-
biotics for the treatment of humans, and for
sick animals. That is exactly what my bill, the
Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treat-
ment Act, or PAMTA, would do. Tomorrow |
will reintroduce that bill for the fifth time.

The American people need to understand
that while | am fighting every day in Congress
to highlight this issue, consumers, neighbors,
doctors, and parents will be the ones who turn
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the tide of antibiotic resistance. Citizens taking
a stand and asking grocery stores like Costco
or fast food chains like McDonald’s and Chick-
Fil-A to sell meat and poultry raised without
unnecessary antibiotics has made a dif-
ference. Resistance is making a difference. |
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the film and the filmmakers for making an im-
portant contribution to fighting the public
health crisis of our time.

————————

IN HONOR OF DR. BARRY
SHEPHERD’S CAREER

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Barry Shepherd for his faithful serv-
ice as the Superintendent of the Cabarrus
County School system in the 8th Congres-
sional District of North Carolina.

When Dr. Shepherd became Superintendent
in 2008, he brought a unique vision that trans-
formed Cabarrus County Schools during many
challenging years. In spite of reductions in
funding, Dr. Shepherd continually emphasized
the value of people and his students.

As a result of this approach, students from
Cabarrus County Schools are scoring higher
on end-of-year assessments, graduation rates
have increased, and the school system was
able to open eight new schools during his ten-
ure.

Today, Cabarrus County Schools boast
some of the most unique learning experiences
offered in the country. Specifically, Cabarrus
County Schools have a partnership with the
Center for International Understanding at the
University of North Carolina called Confucius
Classrooms. This program features a recip-
rocal agreement where teachers and adminis-
trators from Cabarrus County visit schools in
China to fine tune best practices in education.
As part of this program, Chinese educators
come to Cabarrus County Schools to learn
from their successes as well.

Dr. Shepherd is a native of Wilkes County,
North Carolina, and received a Bachelor’'s De-
gree in Music Education and a Master's De-
gree in Educational Leadership from Appa-
lachian State University in Boone, North Caro-
lina. He went on to receive his Doctoral De-
gree in Education from Columbia University in
New York.

Dr. Shepherd served as Superintendent of
Elkin City Schools and as Assistant Super-
intendent in the Mooresville Graded School
District before arriving in Cabarrus County. He
also held various administrative positions in
the Iredell-Statesville Schools, Lexington City
Schools, and Thomasville City Schools.

It is truly an honor to extend these remarks
congratulating Dr. Shepherd on his retirement
and to thank him for his esteemed service to
our local community as a visionary educator.
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,412,192,314.93. We've
added $7,525,535,143,401.85 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

DAISY SHAW
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Daisy Shaw
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Daisy Shaw is
a 7th grader at Drake Middle School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Daisy
Shaw is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Daisy Shaw for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

TRIBUTE TO FRANK E. GILKISON
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Frank E. Gilkison, a
longtime Muncie attorney and a truly admi-
rable Hoosier.

Frank was a devoted husband to his wife
Donna, the loving father to five children, and
stepfather to two step-sons. After initially serv-
ing as an Air Cadet for two years in the U.S.
Army Air Corps, Frank diligently attended IU
Law School before moving to Muncie. He
started his 62-year law practice with a prede-
cessor firm to Beasley and Gilkison and re-
mained a member until his retirement in 2012.
Not only was Frank one of the longest prac-
ticing attorneys from East Central Indiana, but
he also served on the Indiana Supreme Court
Commission on Character & Fitness for 35
years. Additionally, he was the CEO of Home
Beverages, Inc., a small beverage distribution
company for 45 years.

Frank and Donna are also my close friends,
who both played a key role in my career. They
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