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By Mr. KIRK (for himself and Mr.
DAINES):

S. 846. A bill to require Federal agencies to
review certain rules and regulations, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself and Mr.
FLAKE):

S. 847. A bill to prohibit the intentional
hindering of immigration, border, and cus-
toms controls, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself and
Mr. BLUNT):

S. 848. A bill to clarify that compliance
with an emergency order under the Federal
Power Act may not be considered a violation
of any Federal, State, or local environ-
mental law or regulation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr.
MURPHY, Mr. VITTER, Mr. CASEY, and
Mr. WICKER):

S. 849. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for systematic data
collection and analysis and epidemiological
research regarding Multiple Sclerosis (MS),
Parkinson’s disease, and other neurological
diseases; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. KIRK:

S. 850. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to prohibit the transportation
of horses in interstate transportation in a
motor vehicle containing 2 or more levels
stacked on top of one another; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself,
WYDEN, and Mr. HELLER):

S. 851. A bill to promote neutrality, sim-
plicity, and fairness in the taxation of dig-
ital goods and digital services; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. VITTER:

S. 852. A bill to provide that employment-
related arbitration agreements shall not be
enforceable with respect to any claim re-
lated to a tort arising out of rape; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. BALDWIN:

S. 853. A bill to improve the efficiency and
reliability of rail transportation by reform-
ing the Surface Transportation Board, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. 8564. A bill to establish a new organiza-
tion to manage nuclear waste, provide a con-
sensual process for siting nuclear waste fa-
cilities, ensure adequate funding for man-
aging nuclear waste, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr.
HELLER):

S. 855. A bill to amend the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 to permit Governors of
States to regulate intrastate endangered spe-
cies and intrastate threatened species, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
KIRK, Mr. ROUNDS, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. TILLIS):

S. 856. A bill to amend the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to require
criminal background checks for school em-
ployees; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

Mr.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. KIRK,
Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. COONS, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. AYOTTE,
and Mr. REED):

S. Res. 108. A resolution commemorating
the discovery of the polio vaccine and sup-
porting efforts to eradicate the disease; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. Res. 109. A resolution acknowledging
and honoring brave young men from Hawaii
who enabled the United States to establish
and maintain jurisdiction in remote equa-
torial islands as prolonged conflict in the Pa-
cific led to World War II; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr.
SCHATZ):

S. Res. 110. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate about a strategy for the
Internet of Things to promote economic
growth and consumer empowerment; consid-
ered and agreed to.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

8.1
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
71, a bill to preserve open competition
and Federal Government neutrality to-
wards the labor relations of Federal
Government contractors on Federal
and federally funded construction
projects.
S. 182
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 182, a bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 to prohibit Federal education man-
dates, and for other purposes.
S. 194
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 194, a bill to amend title 11 of the
United States Code to clarify the rule
allowing discharge as a nonpriority
claim of governmental claims arising
from the disposition of farm assets
under chapter 12 bankruptcies.
S. 226
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. KIRK)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 226, a
bill to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to provide that
major rules of the executive branch
shall have no force or effect unless a
joint resolution of approval is enacted
into law.
S. 483
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 483, a bill to improve enforcement
efforts related to prescription drug di-

S1781

version and abuse, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 539
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 539, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to repeal the
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation
therapy caps.
S. 578
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as
cosponsors of S. 578, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to ensure more timely access to home
health services for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program.
S. 614
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 614, a bill to provide ac-
cess to and use of information by Fed-
eral agencies in order to reduce im-
proper payments, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 615
At the request of Mr. HELLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
615, a bill to provide for congressional
review and oversight of agreements re-
lating to Iran’s nuclear program, and
for other purposes.
S. 646
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. ToOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 646, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to provide an
individual with a mental health screen-
ing before the individual enlists in the
Armed Forces or is commissioned as an
officer in the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes.
S. 650
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 650, a bill to extend the
positive train control system imple-
mentation deadline, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 665
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 665, a bill to encour-
age, enhance, and integrate Blue Alert
plans throughout the United States in
order to disseminate information when
a law enforcement officer is seriously
injured or killed in the line of duty, is
missing in connection with the officer’s
official duties, or an imminent and
credible threat that an individual in-
tends to cause the serious injury or
death of a law enforcement officer is
received, and for other purposes.
S. 694
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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694, a bill to exempt certain 16- and 17-
year-old children employed in logging
or mechanized operations from child
labor laws.
S. 698
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr.
B0O0ZMAN), the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from
West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER), the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the
Senator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN),
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms.
WARREN), the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 698, a bill to restore
States’ sovereign rights to enforce
State and local sales and use tax laws,
and for other purposes.
S. 709
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 709, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the amendments made by the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act
which disqualify expenses for over-the-
counter drugs under health savings ac-
counts and health flexible spending ar-
rangements.
S. 720
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
720, a bill to promote energy savings in
residential buildings and industry, and
for other purposes.
S. 746
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 746, a bill to provide for
the establishment of a Commission to
Accelerate the End of Breast Cancer.
S. 753
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 753, a bill to amend the meth-
od by which the Social Security Ad-
ministration determines the validity of
marriages under title II of the Social
Security Act.
S. 756
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 756, a bill to require a re-
port on accountability for war crimes
and crimes against humanity in Syria.
S. T4
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) and the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 774, a bill to amend the Federal
Financial Institutions Examination
Council Act of 1978 to improve the ex-
amination of depository institutions,
and for other purposes.
S. 802
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
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(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 802, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of State and the Administrator
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to provide as-
sistance to support the rights of
women and girls in developing coun-
tries, and for other purposes.
S. 808
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
808, a bill to establish the Surface
Transportation Board as an inde-
pendent establishment, and for other
purposes.
S. 811
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
811, a bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
require States to develop policies on
positive school climates and school dis-
cipline.
S. 812
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 812, a bill to enhance the ability of
community financial institutions to
foster economic growth and serve their
communities, boost small businesses,
increase individual savings, and for
other purposes.
S. 828
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 828, a bill to clarify that
a State has the sole authority to regu-
late hydraulic fracturing on Federal
land within the boundaries of the
State.
S. CON. RES. 4
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 4, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act.
AMENDMENT NO. 323
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. UDALL) and the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
323 proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an
original concurrent resolution setting
forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2016 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2017 through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 329
At the request of Mr. CoOONS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 329 intended to
be proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an origi-
nal concurrent resolution setting forth
the congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
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etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 331
At the request of Mr. CooONS, the

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 331 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.
AMENDMENT NO. 334

At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 334 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.

AMENDMENT NO. 342

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 342 intended to be
proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.

AMENDMENT NO. 344

At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 344 intended to be
proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.

AMENDMENT NO. 346

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 346 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.

AMENDMENT NO. 347

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 347 intended to be pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 11, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2016
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2017
through 2025.

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 347 intended to be
proposed to S. Con. Res. 11, supra.
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AMENDMENT NO. 348

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Senator from
New Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE) and the
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON)
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 348 intended to be proposed to
S. Con. Res. 11, an original concurrent
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2016 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2017 through 2025.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for him-
self, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Ms. CANTWELL):

S. 854. A bill to establish a new orga-
nization to manage nuclear waste, pro-
vide a consensual process for siting nu-
clear waste facilities, ensure adequate
funding for managing nuclear waste,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to join my colleagues in in-
troducing the Nuclear Waste Adminis-
tration Act, a bill to establish a na-
tional nuclear waste policy.

This bipartisan legislation, which has
been years in the making, is also co-
sponsored by Senators MARIA CANT-
WELL, LISA MURKOWSKI, and LAMAR
ALEXANDER.

This legislation represents our best
attempt to establish a workable, long
term nuclear waste policy for the
United States, something our Nation
lacks today. It does so by imple-
menting the unanimous recommenda-
tions of the Blue Ribbon Commission
on America’s Nuclear Future.

First, the bill would create a new
independent entity, the Nuclear Waste
Administration, with the sole purpose
of managing nuclear waste.

Second, the bill would authorize the
siting and construction of two types of
waste facilities: permanent reposi-
tories for disposal and interim facili-
ties for storage, including a pilot facil-
ity prioritizing waste from shut down
reactors.

Third, the bill creates a consent-
based siting process for both storage
facilities and repositories, based on
other countries’ successful efforts.

The legislation requires that local,
tribal, and State governments must
consent to host waste facilities by
signing incentive agreements, assuring
that waste is only stored in the States
and communities that want and wel-
come it.

Fourth, the bill would resume collec-
tion of the nuclear waste management
fees from nuclear power ratepayers at a
rate of V1o of a cent per kilowatt-hour,
or about $750 million annually, and
would rededicate these revenues to the
Nuclear Waste Administration to fund
construction of waste facilities.

Finally, the legislation ensures the
Nuclear Waste Administration will be
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held accountable for meeting Federal
responsibilities and stewarding Federal
dollars.

The Nuclear Waste Administrator
will be appointed by the president and
confirmed by the Senate. The adminis-
tration will be overseen by a five-mem-
ber Nuclear Waste Oversight Board,
modeled on the Defense Nuclear Facili-
ties Safety Board and will have an In-
spector General. The administration
will collect fees from nuclear utilities
to pay for the development of storage
and disposal facilities; those fees will
be immediately available without ap-
propriation, unless otherwise limited
in an appropriations or authorization
act. The current balance of the Nuclear
Waste Fund, now valued at $32 billion,
will be available by appropriation only.
Finally, if the agency fails to open a
nuclear waste facility by 2025, fees paid
by utilities will cease to be collected.

The United States has 99 operating
commercial nuclear power reactors
that supply Y% of our electricity and 35
of our emissions-free power.

However, production of this nuclear
power has a significant downside: it
produces nuclear waste that will take
hundreds of thousands of years to
decay. Unlike most nuclear nations,
the United States has no program to
consolidate waste in centralized facili-
ties.

Instead, we leave the waste next to
operating and shut down reactors sit-
ting in pools of water or in cement and
steel dry casks. Today, nearly 74,000
metric tons of nuclear waste is stored
at commercial reactor sites. This total
grows by about 2,000 metric tons each
year.

In addition to commercial nuclear
waste, we must also address waste gen-
erated from having created our nuclear
weapons stockpile and from powering
our Navy.

The byproducts of nuclear energy
represent some of the nation’s most
hazardous materials, but for decades
we have failed to find a solution for
their safe storage and permanent dis-
posal. Most experts agree that this fail-
ure is not a scientific problem or an en-
gineering impossibility; it is a failure
of government.

Although the Federal Government
signed contracts committing to pick up
commercial waste beginning in 1998,
this waste program has failed to take
possession of a single fuel assembly.

Our government has not honored its
contractual obligations. We are rou-
tinely sued, and we routinely lose. So
today, the taxpayer is paying power
plants to store the waste at reactor
sites all over the Nation. This has cost
us $4.5 billion so far, and our liability
continues to grow each day. The lack
of action is estimated to cost taxpayers
another $22.6 billion between now and
2065 if the government can start taking
possession of waste in 2021. Further
delays will only increase these costs.

We simply cannot tolerate continued
inaction.

In January 2012, the Blue Ribbon
Commission on America’s Nuclear Fu-
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ture completed a 2-year comprehensive
study and published unanimous rec-
ommendations for fixing our Nation’s
broken nuclear waste management pro-
gram.

The commission found that the only
long-term, technically feasible solution
for this waste is to dispose of it in a
permanent underground vrepository.
Until such a facility is opened, which
will take many decades, spent nuclear
fuel will continue to be an expensive,
dangerous burden.

That is why the commission also rec-
ommended that we establish an in-
terim storage facility program to begin
consolidating this dangerous waste, in
addition to working on a permanent re-
pository.

Finally, after studying the experi-
ence of all nuclear nations, the com-
mission found that siting these facili-
ties is most likely to succeed if the
host States and communities are wel-
come and willing partners, not adver-
saries. The commission recommended
that we adopt a consent based nuclear
facility siting process.

Senators ALEXANDER, MURKOWSKI,
CANTWELL, and I introduce this legisla-
tion in order to begin implementing
those recommendations, putting us on
a dual track toward interim and per-
manent storage facilities. The bipar-
tisan bill is the product of thoughtful
collaboration, building on our work
last Congress with Senator WYDEN and
before that with former Senator Binga-
man in the 112th Congress.

In my view, one of the most impor-
tant provisions in this legislation is
the pilot program to immediately
begin consolidating nuclear waste at
safer, more cost-efficient centralized
facilities on an interim basis. The leg-
islation will facilitate interim storage
of nuclear waste in above-ground can-
isters called dry casks. These facilities
would be located in willing commu-
nities, away from population centers,
and on thoroughly assessed sites.

Some members of Congress argue
that we should ignore the need for in-
terim storage sites and instead push
forward with a plan to open Yucca
Mountain as a permanent storage site.

Others argue that we should push for-
ward only with repository plans in new
locations.

But the debate over Yucca Mountain,
a controversial waste repository pro-
posed in the Nevada desert, which
lacks State approval, is unlikely to be
settled any time soon.

I believe the debate over a permanent
repository does not need to be settled
in order to recognize the need for in-
terim storage. Even if Congress and a
future president reverse course and
move forward with Yucca Mountain,
interim storage facilities would still be
an essential component of a badly
needed national nuclear waste strat-
egy.

By creating interim storage sites, a
top recommendation of the Blue Rib-
bon Commission, we would begin reduc-
ing the federal liability while providing
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