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Tommie Lee Miller (1968–1984), Booker T. 
Moore (1985–1988), Melvin Montgomery 
(1988–2004), and Randy Jackson (2004– 
present). 

From the inception until 1959–60, services 
were held only on the second and fourth Sun-
day. 

The church was re-built in 1917 under the 
leadership of Rev. Augustus Nabors and com-
mittee members: Jeff Banks, Rev. Jas Bostic 
and Rev. R.S. Bostic. The annex was added 
in 1945 led by Rev. J.E. Webb. The com-
mittee members were: Rev. L.E. Smith, A.U. 
Fields, W.H. Bostic, (grandfather of Belle 
Flower member, Mrs. Dannette Woods), F.H. 
Johnson, T. Person, James Clark and Rev. 
B.S. Bostic, who was the designer of the 
annex. 

Belle Flower has always been a trendsetter 
and a trailblazer in this community. When the 
Civil Rights Movement came to Grenada in 
1966, the church was poised to take its rightful 
place in history. 

Because the Belle Flower Church member-
ship believed in binding up the broken-hearted 
and setting the captives free, this edifice be-
came the headquarters for the Grenada Coun-
ty Freedom Movement (GCFM). The Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference’s (SCLC) 
local staff offices were housed in the Sunday 
School rooms of the church. Mass meetings 
were held at the church nightly. Key civil rights 
leaders spoke at the church, including: Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Rev. Andrew Young, 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy, Rev. Hoses Williams, 
and folk singer/activist Joan Baez. 

Belle Flower’s pastor, S.T. Cunningham, 
served as treasurer of the GCFM. Members of 
the congregation followed his leadership in the 
quest for freedom by serving in many capac-
ities. They demonstrated and marched; pro-
vided housing for civil rights workers; and 
cooked for SCLC staff. Melzina Cook (sister of 
Belle Flower’s member, Thomas Cook) served 
on the GCFM steering committee. 

Some members went to jail (Tommy Lee 
Green, Melzina Cook, Estelle Lemon-Cox, 
Paul Williams, Andrew Hooker, and others) 
and some members lost their jobs (Lottie Wil-
liams, Mother of Belle Flower members, Gloria 
Lott and LaRita Brown; and Emma Lemon, 
mother of Estelle Cox) in the struggle for their 
basic human rights. Night after night people 
marched out of Belle Flower Church to face 
down mobs of hate-filled racists. Their efforts 
and their bravery should never be forgotten. 

On January 22, 1967, Belle Flower was fire 
bombed because of its role in the Civil Rights 
movement. While repairs were being made to 
the facility, services were held at First New 
Hope Church. 

In 1968, several Grenada citizens partici-
pated in the Poor People’s Campaign (also 
known as The Mule Train) to Washington, 
D.C. The southern leg of the Mule Train 
began on May 13, 1968, in Marks, Miss. The 
Mule Train’s third stop was Grenada. The 
pickup point for participants was Belle Flower 
Church. 

During the years following the Civil Rights 
Movement, the church made many modern 
improvements. They included: purchasing and 
bricking the parsonage, adding a new finance 
room, adding and remodeling the fellowship 
hall, refurbishing the sanctuary, (cushioning 
benches, carpeting floors) purchasing new pul-
pit furniture, purchasing a public address sys-
tem and adding the conic. 

In 2004, the members purchased the block 
adjacent to the church. 

The church has added ministries over the 
years to meet the needs of the members. A 
Young Adult Choir was added to the Music 
Ministry in the 1970s. The Nurse’s Guild was 
established in the 1980s. Programs for the 
needy provided food and clothing for area citi-
zens. Programs for the children included: the 
Red Circle, YWA, Sunshine Band and Youth 
Brotherhood. In 1993, A Daisy Girl Scout troop 
was established for five-year-old girls in the 
community. 

In 1976, the organ was purchased through 
the efforts of Mrs. Mary E. Caffey, who spon-
sored a Bicentennial Baby Contest. 

Belle Flower has always had a welcoming 
and liberal atmosphere. The members set 
spiritual standards for the Belle Flower chil-
dren and took pride in the success of its 
youth. 

Knowing that they needed to leave a spir-
itual legacy, adults trained the churches’ chil-
dren according to scripture (Proverbs 22:6). 

Belle Flower created an environment for its 
children to grow and flourish spiritually. The 
fourth Sunday of each month was set aside 
for the youth. The youths’ commitment and 
zeal for this church was so great that college 
students would return home monthly to fulfill 
their obligation as youth choir members, musi-
cians, junior ushers, junior deacons, youth 
Sunday School teachers and youth super-
intendent. 

Church families and ministries have given 
their time, talents and treasures as a testa-
ment to the love they have for ‘‘The Flower’’. 
Some of these gifts included: brass candle 
holders, steps for the water fountain, the mar-
quee, Bibles, choir robes and uniforms, a 
piano, the minor over the baptism pool, a po-
dium for the fellowship hall, the drapes over 
the baptism pool, tables and chairs. 

For generations, this church has stood as a 
pillar in the Grenada Community. It has been 
a shelter in the time of a storm, a rock in a 
weary land, and a cornerstone of the commu-
nity. 

Because of the love, training and support 
members received at Belle Flower, they have 
made an indelible mark on the world as med-
ical personnel, authors, beauticians, adminis-
trators, soldiers, manufacturers, teachers and 
ministers. More importantly, however, for 137 
years, this church has gifted the world with 
saved, sanctified souls dedicated to preparing 
others to see the kingdom of God. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Belle Flower Church for its con-
tribution to the black community and black 
churches. 

f 

HONORING ROGER GARZA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the accomplishments of retiring City 
Councilman Roger Garza of Pleasanton, 
Texas. He has proudly represented the people 
of District 5 for eighteen years and has been 
crucial to the growth and prosperity of 
Atascosa County and the City of Pleasanton. 

A lifelong resident of Atascosa County, Mr. 
Garza attended Jourdanton Elementary and 

graduated from Pleasanton Independent 
Schools. After graduating, Roger enrolled in 
San Antonio College where he studied oil 
painting, still life portraits, and photography. 
With a keen interest in and talent for art, Mr. 
Garza went on to open Pleasanton Floral Pho-
tography and Tuxedo in 1975, which he still 
owns and operates today. 

As a small business owner and Atascosa 
County native, Mr. Garza has long-been active 
in local community and political affairs. Prior to 
his election to Pleasanton’s City Council, he 
was a key player in the successful redistricting 
of Atascosa County. This success is what 
prompted him to run for Pleasanton City 
Council eighteen years ago. During his eight-
een-year tenure on the city council, Roger 
Garza has supported and overseen the devel-
opment and completion of the Pleasanton 
Civic Center, the cleaning of the Atascosa 
River, and the approval of the construction 
firm for a new fire station. 

In addition to his exemplary career as a 
public servant and small business owner, Mr. 
Garza is a committed husband and father of 
five. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Councilman Roger 
Garza for his eighteen years of service to the 
City of Pleasanton. 
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ANGELO DIAZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Angelo Diaz 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Angelo Diaz is 
a 12th grader at Arvada High School and re-
ceived this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Angelo 
Diaz is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to An-
gelo Diaz for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015, my vote on the 
Ellison/Grijalva/Lee/Schakowsky/Conyers/ 
McDermott Amendment in the Nature of a 
Substitute, known as the CPC Budget (rollcall 
vote 136) was recorded as a ‘‘No’’ vote when 
I intended to cast a ‘‘Yes’’ vote. I wish to clar-
ify my miscast vote and express my strong 
support for progressive budgets that invest in 
everyone, not just the 1%. 
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The Congressional Progressive Caucus’ Fis-

cal Year 2016 Budget—entitled the ‘‘People’s 
Budget’’—is a powerful, profound statement of 
American values and vision. The CPC fiscal 
plan recognizes that the middle class is the 
true engine of our nation’s economy by giving 
working Americans a well-earned and long 
overdue raise with paid overtime and guaran-
teed sick and parental leave. 

The CPC Budget charts a bold course of 
economic growth for America. It creates 8.4 
million jobs, modernizes our nation’s sagging 
infrastructure, makes crucial investments in 
education and enhances the social safety net. 
The Budget recognizes that comprehensive 
immigration reform is both a moral and an 
economic necessity. It is a roadmap to Amer-
ican success in the 21st century global econ-
omy. 

The CPC Budget is aptly named; it is an 
economic plan that creates jobs, expands 
health security and guarantees a dignified re-
tirement for everyone in America. I am proud 
to support the CPC ‘‘People’s Budget.’’ 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE AND 
WORK OF MR. WILLIE R. BRAD-
SHAW 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and remember Mr. Willie R. Brad-
shaw, a friend and lifelong resident of his na-
tive Durham, North Carolina who was called to 
be with God on March 23, 2015 at the age of 
86. 

Willie R. Bradshaw was born on September 
17, 1928 in Durham, North Carolina and was 
educated in the Durham Public Schools. He 
became an outstanding athlete at Hillside High 
School where he played on the 1943 football 
team that was undefeated that season. He 
graduated in 1945 and went on to attend 
North Carolina College, now North Carolina 
Central University. After, Mr. Bradshaw played 
professional baseball as a pitcher for several 
Negro League teams. 

Mr. Bradshaw was a respected coach, hav-
ing coached at I.E. Johnson in Laurinburg, 
Lincoln High in Chapel Hill, and Dudley High 
in Greensboro before returning to Hillside to 
coach in 1963. He served as coach and ath-
letic director at Hillside High for 15 years, and 
then as athletic director for the former-Durham 
City Schools system, becoming the first Afri-
can American athletic director in both the City 
and County of Durham. 

Mr. Bradshaw devoted a lifetime of service 
to his city and his alma mater. After a suc-
cessful athletic career, he joined the NCCU 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985. In 1995, Mr. 
Bradshaw was inducted into the North Caro-
lina High School Hall of Fame and the Na-
tional High School Hall of Fame in 2010. 

A former president of both the North Caro-
lina High School Athletic Directors Association 
and the North Carolina Coaches Association, 
Mr. Bradshaw’s career record as a head foot-
ball coach was 96–43–6 and 215–119 over his 
14 seasons as a basketball coach. He was 
honored with a NCHSAA Distinguished Serv-
ice Award in 1992 and was involved at the na-
tional level with the National Interscholastic 
Athletic Administrators’ Association. 

Mr. Bradshaw grew up in the Walltown 
Community and was a dedicated member of 
First Calvary Baptist Church. He cared deeply 
about improving the lives of young people and 
was committed to advocating for children and 
making sure they had opportunities to reach 
their full potential. As a champion for equality 
during the Jim Crow era, he is remembered as 
a bridge builder who brought people together 
for common causes. 

Known for his strong leadership, and as a 
man of few words, Mr. Bradshaw made a dif-
ference in so many lives. The world was made 
a better place because of the life and work of 
Mr. Bradshaw. 

I ask my colleagues join me in expressing 
our deepest condolences to ‘‘Coach’’ Brad-
shaw’s wife, Shirley M. Bradshaw; daughter, 
Natalyn Bradshaw-Haile Selassie; and grand-
daughter, Fana Ruth Haile Selassie, and his 
extended family and friends who mourn their 
loss but celebrate his incredible life. 
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APPRECIATING THE SUPPORT OF 
OUTSIDE GROUPS ON THE DEMO-
CRATIC BUDGET ALTERNATIVE 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, while we 
were crafting the Democratic alternative budg-
et we met with organizations representing mil-
lions of Americans—from seniors to students 
to hard-working families. I want to thank the 
many people who took the time to advocate 
so passionately for their cause. Many of these 
groups have written to Congress to publicly 
state their strong opposition to the Republican 
budget before the House today, eloquently 
enumerating the many hardships it will cause 
to working families, students, seniors and 
other Americans. 

I also wanted to thank those who expressed 
support for the Democratic alternative because 
of its efforts to ensure broadly shared pros-
perity, helping middle-class families and those 
working their way into the middle class, and to 
invest in the future. I appreciate the support 
we have received from people working on 
broad range of issues. This includes groups 
representing those concerned with educating 
our children and making college affordable, 
such as the National Education Association 
and the Student Aid Alliance. We also heard 
from those who represent the many federal 
employees who provide vital services, such as 
the National Treasury Employees Union. The 
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human 
Rights also wrote in to share their support for 
our Democratic alternatives and the policies it 
reflects. 

I also want to thank those who are working 
tirelessly to protect Social Security for the 
growing number of seniors who depend on the 
program, including the strong advocacy from 
the National Committee to Preserve Social Se-
curity and Medicare. I share the Committee’s 
goal of ensuring a livable retirement for all 
seniors and the importance of Social Security 
as fewer Americans have defined benefit pen-
sion plans. That is why during the Budget 
Committee’s consideration of the resolution I 
offered an amendment to protect Social Secu-
rity benefits from the threat of privatization or 

benefit cuts that could result from the Repub-
lican budget. We have heard from many oth-
ers who strongly oppose the harmful cuts in 
the Republican budget—groups as diverse as 
the National Active and Retired Federal Em-
ployees Association, the Coalition for Human 
Needs, Citizens for Tax Justice, Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, and the Service Employ-
ees International Union. 

I appreciate the input, advice, and support 
of the many people who helped us design the 
Democratic alternative and work for its pas-
sage. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2015, my vote on the 
Butterfield/Scott/Lee/Moore Amendment in the 
Nature of a Substitute, known as the CBC 
Budget (Roll Call Vote No. 137) was recorded 
as a ‘‘No’’ vote when I intended to cast a 
‘‘Yes’’ vote as well. I wish to clarify my miscast 
vote and express my strong support for pro-
gressive budgets that invest in everyone. 

The CBC Budget is a roadmap to American 
success in the 21st century. The Budget pro-
poses a comprehensive jobs program and 
makes critical investments in education, infra-
structure and rebuilds the social safety net. It 
reduces the deficit by $1.9 trillion, while invest-
ing in American families. The Budget also con-
tains a bold plan to combat poverty in America 
and keeps faith with the promises we have 
made to our seniors by protecting Social Se-
curity and Medicare. The CBC Budget is a 
powerful statement of values and vision that 
seeks to guarantee a share of the American 
dream for everyone. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 26, 2015 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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