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of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, March 19, 2015, the House stands in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly, (at 10 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY MO-
HAMMAD ASHRAF GHANI, PRESI-
DENT OF THE ISLAMIC REPUB-
LIC OF AFGHANISTAN

During the recess, the House was
called to order by the Speaker at 10
o’clock and 56 minutes a.m.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced
the Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting
will come to order.

The Chair appoints as members of
the committee on the part of the House
to escort His Excellency Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani, President of the Islamic

Republic of Afghanistan, into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY);

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
WALDEN);

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
MESSER);

The gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX);

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.

ROGERS);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE);

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
THORNBERRY);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
NUNES);

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN);

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
CROWLEY);

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO);
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The gentlewoman from Maryland
(Ms. EDWARDS);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. ESHO00);

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON LEE);

The gentlewoman from California
(Mrs. SUSAN DAVIS);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
SCHIFF); and

The gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MOULTON).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort His Ex-
cellency Mohammad Ashraf Ghani,
President of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, into the House Chamber:

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN);

The Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH);

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO0);

The Senator from Missouri
BLUNT);

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER);

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
CORKER);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from Michigan (Ms. STA-
BENOW);

The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ); and

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
MURPHY).

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, Her Excellency
Dr. Alia Hatoug Bouran, the Ambas-
sador of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for her.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The Members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 11 o’clock and 4 minutes a.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Paul
D. Irving, announced His Excellency
Mohammad Ashraf Ghani, President of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.

The President of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Afghanistan, escorted by the
committee of Senators and Representa-
tives, entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and stood at the
Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you His

(Mr.
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Excellency Mohammad Ashraf Ghani,
President of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

President ASHRAF GHANI. In the
name of God the merciful, the compas-
sionate, Speaker BOEHNER; Vice Presi-
dent BIDEN; Senate Majority Leader
McCONNELL; House Majority Leader
MCCARTHY; House minority leader, Ms.
PELOSI; Senate minority leader, Mr.
REID; ladies and gentlemen of the Con-
gress, please allow me to thank you for
your gracious invitation to address
this unique forum of deliberative de-
mocracy.

Above all else, I would like to begin
by thanking the people of the United
States, whose generous support for my
country has been of such immense
value in advancing the cause of free-
dom.

More than 1 million brave Americans
have served in Afghanistan. They have
come to know our snowcapped moun-
tains, our verdant valleys, our wind-
swept deserts, our parched fields, our
unharnessed, flowing rivers, and our
plains of waving wheat.

But more important than knowing
our geography, they have come to de-
fend and to know our people. And in re-
turn, the people of Afghanistan recog-
nize the bravery of your soldiers and
the tremendous sacrifices that Ameri-
cans have made to keep Afghanistan
free.

We owe a profound debt to the 2,315
servicemen and -women Kkilled and the
more than 20,000 who have been wound-
ed in service to your country and ours.
We owe a profound debt to the soldiers
who have lost limbs to buried bombs,
to the brave veterans, and to the fami-
lies who tragically lost their loved ones
to the enemies’ cowardly acts of terror.

We owe a profound debt to the many
Americans who have come to build
schools, repair wells, and cure the sick.
And we must acknowledge with appre-
ciation that at the end of the day, it is
the ordinary Americans whose hard-
earned taxes have over the years built
the partnership that has led to our con-
versation today. I want to thank the
American taxpayer and you, their rep-
resentatives, for supporting us.

The service of American men and
women—civilian or military—in our
country has been made possible by the
bipartisan support of the Congress of
the United States. On behalf of our own
parliament and people, I salute and
thank you. It has always been a pleas-
ure to receive and interact with Con-
gressmen and -women during your vis-
its to Afghanistan. Please do come
again and again, and if you are reserv-
ists, please come in your proud uni-
forms. I had a unique opportunity that,
when Senator GRAHAM was dressed as a
colonel, I asked him to salute a three-
star British general, and he complied.
So thank you.

Veterans will always be welcome in
Afghanistan. Our deepest hope is that
the time will come when Americans
visiting our country see the cultural
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