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Binnicker. Chief Binnicker served our Nation
with honor and distinction for more than 33
years in the United States Air Force, rising to
the highest enlisted position: Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force.

Chief Binnicker was born in Orangeburg,
South Carolina, and graduated from Aiken
High School in 1956. Following his high school
graduation, Chief Binnicker enlisted in the Air
Force, where he completed his basic training
at Lackland Air Force Base. During his long
and distinguished Air Force career, Chief
Binnicker served both at home and abroad in
various capacities including as a life support
specialist, air operations superintendent, Viet-
namese linguist, First Sergeant and Command
Chief Master Sergeant. Serving in such a wide
array of challenging positions is a testament to
Chief Binnicker’s assiduous work ethic and un-
wavering commitment to duty, and his suc-
cessful service in myriad capacities led to his
selection for various senior leadership posi-
tions.

Thanks to his leadership abilities and wide-
ranging experience, Chief Binnicker was se-
lected in 1977 to serve as the Air Force Sen-
ior Enlisted Advisor on the President’'s Com-
mission on Military Compensation, before
going on to serve in a number of senior lead-
ership roles. As a result of his exceptional
service, Chief Binnicker was selected in 1985
for the 33-year extended tenure program, and
in July 1986 he became the ninth Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant of the Air Force. During his four-
year tenure as Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force, Chief Binnicker served as an ad-
viser to Secretary of the Air Force Edward C.
Aldridge Jr. and Air Force Chief of Staff Gen-
eral Larry D. Welch. In this position, he ad-
vised Secretary Aldridge and General Welch
on matters concerning welfare, effective utili-
zation and progress of enlisted members of
the Air Force. During his distinguished career,
Chief Binnicker received a number of major
awards and decorations, including: the Distin-
guished Service Medal; Legion of Merit;
Bronze Star Medal; Meritorious Service Medal
with three oak leaf clusters; Joint Service
Commendation Medal; Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal with oak leaf cluster; Vietham Serv-
ice Medal with three service stars; Republic of
Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm; and the
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.

As with so many of our Nation’s brave
servicemembers, the leadership skills and ex-
ecutive experience gained by Chief Binnicker
during his military career translated to im-
mense success in the civilian world. Following
his retirement from the Air Force, Chief
Binnicker worked for a number of years as a
senior vice-president at a major insurance
company, before being selected to serve as
the President and Chief Executive Officer of
the Air Force Enlisted Village, Inc. in beautiful
Shalimar, Florida. In this position, Chief
Binnicker oversaw the operations of Teresa
Village, Bob Hope Village, and the Hawthorn
House, ensuring a first-class retirement life for
more than 400 residents.

In addition to his military service and suc-
cessful business career, Chief Binnicker was
also a leader in the veterans’ community and
in Northwest Florida’s civil society. He served
as the director of numerous organizations, in-
cluding the Air Commando Association; the Air
Force Memorial Foundation; the Air Force Ser-
geants Association Museum Foundation; and
Emerald Coast Hospice. As a result of his
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leadership and excellence, he received numer-
ous awards, including the Air Force Sergeants
Association’s Americanism Award and the Ex-
ecutive of the Year Award from the Florida As-
sociation of Homes and Services for the
Aging.

To some Chief Binnicker will be remem-
bered as a patriot who served his country with
honor and distinction, reaching the highest
echelons of Air Force enlisted service as a re-
sult of his character and commitment to serv-
ice; to others he will be remembered as a suc-
cessful business executive and leader in civil
society; to his family and friends he will for-
ever be remembered as a loving husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored and privileged to rec-
ognize the life of Chief Master Sergeant
James C. Binnicker. My wife Vicki joins me in
extending our prayers and deepest condo-
lences to his wife, Jan; children, Carmen and
Michael; and granddaughter, Julia.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Naimah Sarwar attends Pearland High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
in your opinion, what role should government
play in our lives?

I come from a household where there is one
rule I have learned from observation when it
comes to discussing politics: DON'T. I re-
member countless times after dinner parties,
where my dad would walk out of the parlor
where the men would sit to drink tea. In-
stead of looking like he had just enjoyed a
steaming cup of chai, he looked like he had
walked out of a war zone. ‘‘Three hours,” he
would say, much to my amusement.
“They’ve been pointlessly arguing about pol-
itics for three hours.” Instead of simply
agreeing to disagree they created a vicious
cycle of destructive and in my opinion, hilar-
ious conversation. I have always been obsti-
nately opinionated but rather than joining
the conversation, I always chose to remain
the casual observer. Why go to the trouble of
arguing against someone who would always
disagree with you?

But I believe that is the root of the prob-
lem when it comes to American involvement
in the political process. We have become
complacent. We have become detached. We
have become scared to raise our voices. We
live in one of the greatest democracies in the
world. However, I think that sometimes poli-
ticians and constituents alike forget what
that means. They forget that as citizens, it
is up to us to speak up for what we believe
in, and that politicians have a duty to rep-
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resent those beliefs. The American public
needs to be reassured of the strength of its
political efficacy because that is what makes
our government tick.

After attending Texas Girls’ State this
summer I made several wonderful friends,
who encouraged me to speak up about my
opinions. Although we might not agree with
each other when we argue about healthcare
reform or foreign policy, which embarrass-
ingly enough makes up our ‘‘girl talk”, we
are friends. We agree to disagree. Oftentimes
people feel as though their ideas and solu-
tions are so central to their identities that
they must defend their beliefs as though de-
fending themselves. I have not only become
self-assured enough to share my opinions,
but open to hearing the disagreement of oth-
ers. It is important for people to care about
the state of their government, and we must
break through the stigma that it is a taboo
topic. Bipartisanship not be considered rare.
Conversations need to continue. Ideas need
to be shared. Although one voice can’t swing
an election, or pass a law, it can make a dif-
ference.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO BRIAN SCHWARTZ
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Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Brian
Schwartz for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Brian has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of his pursuits, which is high-
lighted by his exemplary work with Baker
Group. As an Account Executive, his ability to
work well with others is critically important be-
cause he oversees multiple programs and
events. In his free time, he serves his commu-
nity through charitable organizations such as
Habitat for Humanity and the Boot Camp for
New Dads program. In all aspects of his life,
Brian is an example of the hard work and
service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Brian in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Brian on
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.
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RECOGNIZING THE WOMAN’S CLUB
OF ARTESIA-CERRITOS

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the Wom-
an’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos and their 100
years of service. It is an honor to represent a
distinguished organization that embodies lead-
ership, service, and commitment to the com-
munity. | am proud to represent an organiza-
tion such as the Woman’s Club of Artesia-
Cerritos whose dedication and accomplish-
ments over the past 100 years have had a
profound impact on the community.

Founded in 1915 as the Westside Reading
Club, the Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos is
one of the oldest community service organiza-
tions in both cities. Their community service
has supported local programs and charities,
including the Community Family Guidance
Center, Friends of Cerritos Library and Artesia
Library, and the Long Beach Veteran’s Hos-
pital.

Each year the Woman’s Club hosts a num-
ber of events and educational programs, and
organizes volunteer services to support local
community programs and charities. Their hard
work and dedication illustrate the positive influ-
ence that women have in our community.

The positive impact the Woman’s Club has
had, not only in the community they represent,
but also in the surrounding neighborhoods is
worthy of recognition. | wish them continued
success and ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Woman’s Club of Artesia-
Cerritos as they celebrate their 100 Year Anni-
versary.

————

HONORING MARK WRAY
HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise with great pride to
honor the life of Mark Wray, a dedicated fam-
ily man who committed himself to his commu-
nity in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Mark Daniel Wray, Sr. was born on January
30, 1960 in Los Alamos, New Mexico. When
Mark was one year old the family decided to
move to nearby Santa Fe. It's here, in Santa
Fe, where Mark built his life, raised his family,
and watched his children grow in a community
he loved dearly.

It did not take long for Mark to find and
marry the love of his life. Shortly after grad-
uating, Mark and his high school sweetheart
Elizabeth Salazar tied the knot and embarked
on a lifelong journey together. That journey
began with Mark’s new job with the Santa Fe
Fire Department, an experience that molded
Mark into the man he became. In 21 years of
dedicated service, Mark ascended to rank of
Captain earning a reputation for his selfless
bravery. He took many risks to save people’s
lives; his greatest joy was to see the smiles on
the faces of those he saved.

In September 1999, Mark’s beloved Eliza-
beth was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis.
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Mark spent countless hours volunteering with
the local Multiple Sclerosis Support Group and
National Multiple Sclerosis Society, helping
with pot lucks, securing resources, and raising
money for the society to develop a cure for
the disease. Mark’s support for his loved ones
was unwavering, and he saw his community
as an extension of his family.

Mark was known as “Team Dad” among
members of the Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (ROTC) at Santa Fe High School and
the Pony Express Drill team at St. Michael's
High School. He was a Boy Scout leader, a
leader at the local Little League and All Star
baseball teams, helped build props for his chil-
dren’s classes, and volunteered at many orga-
nizations, including the St. Francis Catholic
School and National Dance Institution of NM.

While Mark is no longer with us, his lasting
contributions are still a presence in the com-
munity to this day. His character is espoused
in the individuals he inspired throughout his
life, and his enduring principles live on in the
hearts and minds of all those he met. May the
memory of Mark continue to live on in all of
us.

———

OBSERVING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PASSAGE OF THE ELE-
MENTARY AND SECONDARY EDU-
CATION ACT OF 1965

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
50 years ago, when Congress passed the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act, they
recognized the fact that education is a right,
not a privilege.

President Johnson celebrated this achieve-
ment, stating, “it will offer new hope to tens of
thousands,” and will help “children of poor
families overcome their greatest barrier to
progress: poverty.”

Today, millions of children face similar chal-
lenges, as the gap between the very rich and
the very poor continues to grow and the path
to the middle class is disappearing.

Instead of ideologically-driven cuts to edu-
cation that undermine our economic future, we
should invest in early learning programs that
yield high economic returns. We should pro-
tect the ESEA’s investments in the students,
teachers, and families who need it most.

We need an education law that gives teach-
ers the tools and flexibility they need to do
what's best for their students.

We have to protect our country’s most fun-
damental promise to children: the promise of
opportunity—that all children deserve a fair
shot and a high-quality education regardless
of their zip code; and regardless of the size of
their parents’ bank accounts.

Communities across the country are working
hard to meet today’s economic challenges.
They deserve a Congress that will roll up its
sleeves, make the tough decisions, and work
together on an education law that puts kids
first.
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A TRIBUTE TO KATIE STOCKING

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Katie
Stocking for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Katie has the determination and drive to be
successful in all of her pursuits, which is high-
lighted by her exemplary work with Happy Me-
dium LLC. As the Founder and Owner of
Happy Medium, she utilizes her go-getter atti-
tude to continuously advance the vision of her
company. In her free time, she serves her
community through volunteering with Beacon
of Life, Youth Emergency Shelter & Services
and WesleyLife Meals on Wheels. In all as-
pects of her life, Katie is an example of the
hard work and service that makes our state
proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Katie in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Katie on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. DAVID HOLMES
SWINTON

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. David Holmes Swinton in
recognition of his 20 years of service as presi-
dent of Benedict College. In commemoration
of his two decades of leadership, he has been
presented with the college’s Legacy Award, an
honor of which he is most deserving

Dr. Swinton’s tenure at Benedict has been
exemplary. He has guided the institution
through two successful regional accreditations
as well as the national accreditation of seven
schools and programs. He has overseen a re-
markable transformation of the Benedict cam-
pus, acquiring over 120 acres of new land and
overseeing the construction or acquisition of
numerous facilities, including a football sta-
dium, six residence halls, a business develop-
ment center, an administration building, a stu-
dent health center, and a state-of-the-art cam-
pus center and dining hall. He also spear-
headed the redevelopment of the surrounding




		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T15:23:57-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




