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It soon became evident from the growth of
the congregation that a church would have to
be built. Thus, in 1976, fourteen acres of prop-
erty were purchased in San Jose, California to
house what is now the Cathedral of Faith. It
would be a sanctuary that would seat nearly
3,000 people and was conceived in Pastor
Foreman’s spirit. Eventually, the grand open-
ing of the Cathedral of Faith was celebrated
on March 15, 1981. On January 1, 1982, the
Cathedral of Faith became the home of The
Religious Channel: 24 hours of Christian pro-
gramming on Gill Cable, the largest cable
company in the nation at that time.

The Church has never stopped growing.
Even after all these years, Outreach Magazine
has named Cathedral of Faith as one of the
fastest growing and largest churches in Amer-
ica.

Pastor Foreman and Cathedral of Faith
have had an amazing record of community in-
volvement. The work of the church has ex-
ploded into over seventy active ministries, in-
cluding, among many other community out-
reach programs, “Reaching Out,” a food as-
sistance program that operates from a 16,000
foot distribution complex serving 50,000 fami-
lies annually and providing food for over
200,000 people. The California Department of
Agriculture has recognized Reaching Out as
one of the most efficient food programs in the
state.

The church has also created a program
called “California Youth Outreach” in order to
meet the needs of young men and women
that had fallen prey to gangs and drugs; it also
serves on the Mayor’s gang task force. | recall
fondly working with Kenny in the early 1980s
as their successful efforts were underway to
grow these important services. The Cathedral
of Faith also provides child care, early child-
hood education services, a family life center, a
sponsorship program for children in Mozam-
bique, an addiction recovery program, and
even a university preparatory academy to pre-
pare a diverse population of 7th—12th grade
students in the central San Jose areas and
surrounding neighborhoods to enter and excel
in the best colleges and universities in the na-
tion.

Kenny has never forgotten his own humble
roots, and his life has been filled with joyful,
generous, forgiving, and loving service. It is an
honor to call Pastor Kenny Foreman a friend,
and it is my privilege to honor him and his
wife, Shirley, as significant persons in the 19th
Congressional District. | would like to take the
occasion of Pastor Foreman’s 85th birthday
and the 50th anniversary of Cathedral of Faith
to thank him and his family for their many gifts
and contributions to the community of San
Jose, and | wish him many more healthy,
happy and blessed years.
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a remarkable woman, a dedicated
public servant who touched the lives of thou-
sands of my constituents, and my life-long
friend, the late Alyson Rose Singfield, who
died on April 7, 2015 after a courageous battle
with breast cancer at the much too young age
of 57-years old.

Alyson was the beloved mother of Hope
Lynn Stevenson, Tommy Stevenson and Earl
Johnson.

She was a caring stepmother.

She was the loving daughter of Rose and
the late Waldorf Singfield.

She was a proud grandmother, sister, aunt,
cousin and friend to many.

Her death was a huge loss for me, my staff,
and for the St. Louis community that Alyson
loved and served so well for many years.

As my Community Outreach Director,
Alyson brought her immense talent, creativity
and dedication to work every day.

She helped create and coordinate out-
standing programs like my Congressional
Youth Cabinet, the Congressional Art Com-
petition, my Congressional Internship Program
and many others.

She was also my personal representative on
the Regional Health Commission.

Alyson also served on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Betty Jean Kerr People’s Health
Centers, one of our nation’s most outstanding
Federally Qualified Health Centers.

My thoughts and prayers are with Alyson’s
wonderful family and her many friends at this
painful hour.

Alyson’s legacy of love, service, and her
courageous spirit will always remain in our
hearts.

She will never be forgotten.

May God bless her with perfect peace and
eternal rest, and may he bless all who mourn
her with strength, faith and renewed deter-
mination to continue the good works that she
established.

Mr. Speaker, | urge Members of Congress
to join me in honoring the memory of Alyson
Rose Singfield for her legacy of duty, honor,
integrity, compassion, faith and dedicated
service to the citizens of Missouri's 1st Con-
gressional District, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and the United States of America.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
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the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Brian Rerich attends Alvin High School in
Alvin, Texas. The essay topic is: in your opin-
ion, what role should government play in our
lives?

Government holds a power constitu-
tionally given to those who represent the
people, for the people, in order to make deci-
sions on the people’s behalf to protect rights
of life, liberty, and property as stated by the
Founding Fathers. The foundation of all gov-
ernments are based around the concept of
united groups banning together to protect
each other or their own property from other
groups of the uncivilized, leading to forma-
tions of countries with ideologies reflecting
the ideas or aggressions on which they were
founded regardless of governmental nature.

Philosophically a government’s role in ev-
eryday life should be to fulfil its duty of cre-
ating, and enforcing laws which protect the
people and their rights while having their
best interests at heart. Government’s should
also terminate those that violate those
rights and laws or cause aggression to the
people, given that the punishment is just and
fair from prison to military action, even if it
is members of the regime that must be ter-
minated. However the government should re-
main checked and balanced to ensure that it
is constantly protecting and representing
the people. It is not the government’s job to
regulate or judge every aspect of a person’s
life, but to safeguard it, even if it means de-
fending a person from themselves in some
cases. As stated in The Declaration of Inde-
pendence, ‘Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed, That whenever
any Form of Government becomes destruc-
tive of these ends, it is the Right of the Peo-
ple to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its foundation on
such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely
to affect their Safety and Happiness’, the
only thing the government is required to do
is help the people it governs. The Govern-
ment has a responsibility just as the people
who give it power do. They must protect and
serve with integrity and distinction for the
betterment of society and humanity. This
ensures progression, protection, unity, and
equality for all, preserving that which is the
fabric of America, as well as what was sewed
into it during its founding.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Charles Tillman a native of
Brookhaven, Mississippi. Mr. Charles Tillman
earned his Bachelor's degree in Business
Education from Alcorn State University and his
Master's degree in Guidance and Counseling
from the University of Southern California.
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