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IN RECOGNITION OF THE POTTS-

VILLE ROTARY CLUB’S 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Rotary Club of Pottsville, 
which will celebrate its 100th anniversary this 
Friday, April 17, 2015. The club was chartered 
on May 1, 1915 as Club 157 in District 35, a 
district that included all of Pennsylvania, Mary-
land, Delaware, New Jersey, and the District 
of Columbia. The founding 64 members were 
led by President O. L. Underwood, Treasurer 
J. E. Gregory, and Secretary J. H. Zerbey, Jr. 
The Reading Rotary Club, which was estab-
lished the prior year, was the sponsor of 
Pottsville’s club. 

In the early days of the club, the meeting 
places ‘‘Rotated’’ around Pottsville. The 
venues the club frequented included the Allan 
Hotel, the Necho Allen, the Penn Hall, and 
other spots in downtown Pottsville. Meetings 
also took place in communities outside of 
Pottsville including Long Run (now Schuylkill 
Haven), Tamaqua, Pine Grove, Normal 
Square, Hamburg, Shartlesville, and other 
towns. 

The Rotary Club of Pottsville has supported 
the Rotary Foundation through the years and 
is proud to list 68 Paul Harris Fellows, each 
recognized for contributions to the Rotary 
Foundation. Since its founding, the Pottsville 
Rotary Club has supported Rotary Inter-
national efforts to eradicate polio worldwide. In 
addition to helping fight Polio globally, the 
Pottsville Rotary Club has a history of helping 
locally. It was Pottsville Rotarians who orga-
nized the Schuylkill County Crippled Children 
Association in Pottsville. They promoted and 
sponsored the Schuylkill Campus of the Penn-
sylvania State University. They organized and 
sponsored the Rotary Little League, the 
Zerbey Rotary little league field, the Pottsville 
girls softball field in Forest Hills, and improve-
ments at the Gordon Nagle little league and 
softball fields. The club also helped found the 
annual Charity Bowl all-star basketball games, 
which features boys and girls high school all- 
star teams. 

It is an honor to recognize the Rotary Club 
of Pottsville on its 100th Anniversary. I am 
certain that the organization will continue to 
work for the improvement of our community 
and will be a big part of Pottsville and Schuyl-
kill County’s future. 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER, AR-
MENIAN GENOCIDE DENIERS 
PERSIST 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
genocide is the most terrible crime a people 
can undergo, or another people can commit. It 
must never be forgotten—to forget it would be 
to dull our consciences and diminish our own 
humanity. It must never be denied, but fully 
acknowledged—otherwise any meaningful at-
tempt at reconciliation will be thwarted. 

Last weekend I was present as Brookdale 
College, the Center for Holocaust, Human 
Rights, and Genocide Education presented 
two exhibits and launched a book on the Ar-
menian genocide. The exhibit A Journey to 
Life: Armenia teaches the history of the Arme-
nian Genocide through the lives of local Arme-
nian Genocide Survivors who settled in Mon-
mouth County, while Illuminating Images: A 
Hundred Year Remembrance is an art exhibit 
created by middle school, high school and col-
lege students from across the county and be-
yond. The book released last weekend was 
Hundred-Year Commemoration of the Arme-
nian Genocide: Celebrating the Lives of Arme-
nian Genocide Survivors in Our Community, 
which features the personal histories of 54 
Survivors who lived in Monmouth County. Ev-
eryone who contributed to these exhibits and 
this book has performed a great service to 
New Jersey—not only to Armenian-Americans, 
but to everyone, including those who deny the 
genocide. They opened paths to the truth, and 
therefore to a better future. 

In September 2000 I chaired a hearing on 
the Armenian Genocide and co-sponsored leg-
islation to finally put the United States on 
record officially acknowledging it. It was a 
four-hour hearing, the first hearing the House 
of Representatives ever held on the Armenian 
Genocide. The testimony I heard that day, and 
accounts of the atrocities I have read in the 
articles and books over the years have 
shocked me deeply. The resolution H. Res. 
398—vigorously opposed by the Clinton Ad-
ministration—never got a vote. 

But just as shocking then is what we still 
see today: a completely political and callous 
campaign to deny the Armenian genocide. 

In 1915, there were about 2 million Arme-
nians living in what was then the Ottoman Em-
pire. They were living in a region that they in-
habited for 2,500 years. By 1923, well over 90 
percent of these Armenians had disappeared. 
Most of them, as many as 1.5 million, were 
dead. The remainder had been forced into 
exile. 

There is no lack of historical record. In fact, 
we only have to listen to the words of the US 
Ambassador to Turkey at the time, Henry Mor-
genthau, who called it a ‘‘campaign of race ex-
termination.’’ 

We only have to listen to the British, French, 
and Russian governments who said the Young 
Turks committed a ‘‘crime against humanity,’’ 
the first time in history that charge was ever 
made by one state against another. 

And we only have to listen to the govern-
ment of Turkey itself, which tried and con-
victed a number of high-ranking Young Turk 
officials for their role in what the Turkish gov-
ernment’s indictment called, ‘‘the massacre 
and destruction of the Armenians.’’ 

When the term genocide was invented in 
1944 to describe the systematic destruction of 
an entire people, its author Raphael Lemkin 
explained the term by saying it was ‘‘the sort 
of thing Hitler did to the Jews and the Turks 
did to the Armenians.’’ 

The campaign to deny this genocide—often 
driven by the Turkish government—is repul-
sive. It is a slap in the face to Armenians ev-
erywhere. It is this denial that keeps the Arme-
nian genocide a burning issue and prevents 
much needed healing of old wounds. Arme-
nians are unfortunately not alone in suffering 
the hurt and pain that stems from the denial 
of truth. The international community failed the 

victims of the Holocaust, China, the Soviet 
Union, Eastern Europe, Ethiopia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia, DRC, Darfur, Syria to name a few. 

That means that we here in the United 
States, and that means not only the Congress 
but also the President, have the responsibility 
to speak truthfully and to speak boldly about 
the past in order to secure our future. We 
must write and speak the truth so that genera-
tions to come will not repeat the mistakes of 
the past. 

Only 20 nations around the world have rec-
ognized the Armenian Genocide. That in-
cludes Canada as well as eleven EU countries 
including France, Germany Italy, Sweden, Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, Lithuania, Poland, Slo-
vakia, Greece and Cypress. Conspicuously 
absent from the list of nations that have offi-
cially recognized the Armenian Genocide is 
the United States of America. 

When political leaders fail to lead or de-
nounce violence, the void is not only demor-
alizing to the victims but silence actually en-
ables the wrongdoing. Silence by elected offi-
cials in particular conveys approval—or at 
least acquiescence—and can contribute to a 
climate of fear and a sense of vulnerability. 

History has taught us that silence is not an 
option. We must do more. 
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RECOGNIZING THE RECIPIENTS OF 
THE 2015 DALE CITY CIVIC ASSO-
CIATION COMMUNITY AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the 2015 Dale City 
Civic Association Community Awards. 

The Dale City Civic Association was found-
ed in 1967 to promote community initiatives. 
Today, the organization’s purpose is to rep-
resent the interests of the residents of Dale 
City in a manner that benefits the entire com-
munity. Members do this through revitalization 
and beautification projects, land use advocacy, 
and volunteer responses to community needs. 

The Association hosts an annual awards 
banquet to honor individuals and organizations 
that have shown exceptional devotion to the 
community and public service. It is my honor 
to submit the names of the recipients of the 
2015 Dale City Civic Association Community 
Awards: 

Business of the Year Award: The Dental 
Spa, Dr. Marvette Thomas 

Catherine Spellane Citizen of the Year: An-
gela H. McConnell 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Cadet 
of the Year: Austin Prinbanic 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Emer-
gency Medical Service Provider of the Year: 
Nikia Griffiths 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Fire-
fighter of the Year: Christopher Berry 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Officer 
of the Year: Lieutenant Christopher Gardner 
Jr. 

Dale City Youth Environmental and Con-
servation Award: Khrissa Chun 

Ernestine S. Jenkins Lifetime Volunteer 
Achievement Award: Mary Louise Mawn 

John D. Jenkins Youth Citizen of the Year: 
John Thomas Fitzgerald 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:54 Apr 16, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A15AP8.021 E15APPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T11:28:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




