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entrance, except for small buildings where
adding such doors may be a financial hard-
ship for the owners of the buildings;

Whereas States and municipalities have
begun to recognize the importance of auto-
matic doors in improving accessibility;

Whereas the laws of the State of Con-
necticut require automatic doors in certain
shopping malls and retail businesses, the
laws of the State of Delaware require auto-
matic doors or calling devices for newly con-
structed places of accommodation, and the
laws of the District of Columbia have a simi-
lar requirement;

Whereas the Facilities Standards for the
Public Buildings Service, published by the
General Services Administration, requires
automation of at least one exterior door for
all newly constructed or renovated facilities
managed by the General Services Adminis-
tration, including post offices;

Whereas from 2006 to 2011, 71 percent of the
complaints received by the Access Board re-
garding the Architectural Barriers Act of
1968 concerned a post office or other facility
of the United States Postal Service;

Whereas the United States Postal Service
employs approximately 522,000 people, mak-
ing it the second-largest civilian employer in
the United States;

Whereas approximately 3,200,000 people
visit 1 of the 31,857 post offices in the United
States each day; and

Whereas the United States was founded on
principles of equality and freedom, and these
principles require that all people, including
people with disabilities, are able to engage
as equal members of society: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the immense hardships that
people with disabilities in the United States
must overcome every day;

(2) reaffirms its support of the Act entitled
“An Act to insure that certain buildings fi-
nanced with Federal funds are so designed
and constructed as to be accessible to the
physically handicapped’, approved August
12, 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.), commonly
known as the ‘‘Architectural Barriers Act of
1968’°, and the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), and en-
courages full compliance with such Acts;

(3) recommends that the United States
Postal Service and Federal agencies install
power-assisted doors at post offices and
other federally funded facilities, respec-
tively, to ensure equal access for all people
of the United States; and

(4) pledges to continue to work to identify
and remove the barriers that prevent all peo-
ple of the United States from having equal
access to the services provided by the Fed-
eral Government.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 16, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 16, 2015, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
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hearing entitled ‘‘Regulatory Burdens
to Obtaining Mortgage Credit.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on April 16,
2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on April 16, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room
SD-215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Congress and U.S. Tariff Policy.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 16, 2015, at 12:30 p.m., in room SH-
216 of the Hart Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on April 16, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room
SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 16, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that on Mon-
day, April 20, at 5 p.m., the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
Executive Calendar No. 24; that there
be 30 minutes for debate, equally di-
vided in the usual form; that upon the
use or yielding back of time, the Sen-
ate proceed to vote without inter-
vening action or debate on the nomina-
tion, and that following disposition of
the nomination, the motion to recon-
sider be made and laid upon the table;
that no further motions be in order to
the nomination; that any statements
related to the nomination be printed in
the RECORD; that the President be im-
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mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion, and the Senate then resume legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
CONGRATULATING THE ADMINIS-
TRATION, STAFF, STUDENTS,

AND ALUMNI OF ROOSEVELT
UNIVERSITY ON THE OCCASION
OF THE UNIVERSITY’S 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY

CONGRATULATING THE PROVI-
DENCE COLLEGE MEN’S ICE
HOCKEY TEAM FOR WINNING
THE 2015 NCAA DIVISION I NA-
TIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 137, Roosevelt Univer-
sity; and S. Res. 138, Providence Col-
lege.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolutions by
title en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 137) congratulating
the administration, staff, students, and
alumni of Roosevelt University on the occa-
sion of the 70th anniversary of the Univer-
sity.

A resolution (S. Res. 138) congratulating
the Providence College Men’s Ice Hockey
team for winning the 2015 NCAA Division I
National Championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME
EN BLOC—H.R. 636, HR. 644, H.R.
1295, H.R. 1314, AND S. 984

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there are five bills at the
desk, and I ask for their first reading
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
first time en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

137) was

138) was
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A Dbill (H.R. 636) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend in-
creased expensing limitations, and for other
purposes.

A bill (H.R. 644) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend and
expand the charitable deduction for con-
tributions of food inventory.

A Dbill (H.R. 1295) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to improve the process
for making determinations with respect to
whether organizations are exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(c)(4) of such Code.

A Dbill (H.R. 1314) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for a right to
an administrative appeal relating to adverse
determinations of tax-exempt status of cer-
tain organizations.

A bill (S. 984) to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories
for speech generating devices and to remove
the rental cap for durable medical equipment
under the Medicare Program with respect to
speech generating devices.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
now ask for a second reading, and I ob-
ject to my own request, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The measures will receive their sec-
ond reading on the next legislative day.

————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, APRIL 20,
2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 2 p.m., Monday, April 20;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; and that following leader re-
marks, the Senate then resume consid-
eration of S. 178.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators SULLIVAN and LEE for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH IRAN

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I wish
to say a few words on the nuclear
agreement that is being negotiated
with Iran. I will start by commending
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the members of the Foreign Relations
Committee, particularly Senator
CORKER, the chairman of that com-
mittee. They moved the Corker-Menen-
dez bill through the committee a few
days ago with a unanimous vote. It was
very important work. It is a good start
to a critically important topic for the
American people. I know it was a
struggle. We read about what happened
in the press. But it is important to rec-
ognize that it was a struggle that
should not have been.

The Obama administration put tre-
mendous pressure on Members of this
body—Democratic Members of this
body—not to allow the U.S. Senate to
have any say on this issue, one of the
most important foreign policy issues
facing the country right now. They did
not want the American people to have
a voice. In fact, last month when the
bill was released, the President vowed
to veto it. He backed off only when it
was clear that members of the com-
mittee, Republicans and Democrats,
stood firm against the President and
with the American people. Then the
President knew he would fail and his
veto threat would likely be overridden.

So the President, under pressure, dis-
patched Secretary of State John Kerry,
a former Member of this body, to give
me and my colleagues here in the Sen-
ate a closed-door preview of these ne-
gotiations in this framework agree-
ment. I sat through the meeting and
had some discussions with the Sec-
retary. It was useful, but think about
it—it was a closed-door briefing. Why
not involve the American people?

This is not an issue which is about
the Senate or the Congress per se, as
we often read in the paper. This is an
issue about the American people, who
have a voice through us, their rep-
resentatives in Congress, and should
have a say on one of the most critical
foreign policy issues facing the United
States right now. And, remember, we
know this. We were sent here. The peo-
ple are wise. The citizens of this coun-
try are wise. They understand national
security. Many of them are in the mili-
tary. Many of them have sons and
daughters in the military. Many of
them are veterans. They know what
sacrifice is. They know what national
security is. They sent us here so their
voices could be heard, particularly on
issues of national security and on
issues of the security of the country
they love.

Make no mistake, Americans are
overwhelmingly interested in making
sure that they, through their rep-
resentatives in Congress, have a say in
this important deal. A recent USA
TODAY-Suffolk University poll showed
that a whopping 72 percent of Ameri-
cans think Congress should have a role
in approving the nuclear negotiations
with Iran.

What is very interesting about this is
that once upon a time, even President
Obama, Secretary of State John Kerry,
and former Senator Clinton all be-
lieved this body should have a role in
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such important agreements. They said
Congress should approve any sweeping
deals. In 2007 and 2008, they cospon-
sored a bill that required congressional
approval of any long-term security
commitment President Bush made to
Iraq.

Vice President BIDEN—then-Senator
BIDEN—put it then:

The president cannot make such a sweep-
ing commitment on his own authority. Con-
gress must grant approval.

Those were wise words then, and I be-
lieve they are wise words today. Why is
that? One reason is that when the exec-
utive branch and the Congress work to-
gether, we are stronger on issues of for-
eign policy and national security.
Think about all of the different times
in which this body, through treaties
and other agreements, worked with
Presidents of both parties—bipar-
tisan—to make sure we were speaking
strongly together on critical issues of
national security. I served under
Condoleezza Rice as an Assistant Sec-
retary of State and worked on these
kinds of issues—sanctions on Iran and
terrorist finance issues—and I saw that
when the executive branch worked
with the Congress, we were stronger.

As I mentioned, when then-Senator
BIDEN mentioned these words about
congressional approval, they were wise
words. Yet, now the Vice President,
Secretary Kerry, and President
Obama—all former Members of this
body—are ignoring their own previous
advice and previous wisdom, and they
are ignoring the American people in
the process through their representa-
tives in Congress.

Where does that leave us today? My
own view is that the President should
have reached out to the Congress from
the very beginning and said that he
wanted to work with us and have our
approval on this important agreement
so we could be stronger as a country,
the executive branch and the Congress
working together, unified, to enhance
America’s national security.

The President should have looked to
the Congress and the Constitution
when considering this potential agree-
ment—whether the biggest state spon-
sor of terrorism in the world should get
a nuclear weapon and when—and real-
ized this was an important enough na-
tional security issue and said: I am
going to submit this as a treaty. He
should have been willing to make the
case to the American people and con-
vince two-thirds of the Senate to vote
for this agreement, as required by the
Constitution. But he chose another
path. He chose the ‘‘go it alone’ path
where even just a few weeks ago the
administration signaled that it was not
going to show the agreement—the key
annexes of this agreement—to the Con-
gress and that any attempts to force
him to do so would be vetoed. That was
a mistake. That is a mistake, and we
are starting to change that.

In these kinds of matters, the U.S.
State Department urges any adminis-
tration—Republican or Democratic—to
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