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to say that there are times where the dys-
function in the Senate just goes too far. This 
is an example of it. 

He said: ‘‘This is embarrassing.’’ 
It is embarrassing. It is embarrassing 

for the Senate and for our Nation. Even 
Republicans—I should say some Repub-
licans—are embarrassed. They know 
there is no rationale for delaying a 
vote for America’s chief law enforce-
ment officer. There is no reason that 
we cannot confirm Loretta Lynch 
today—right now, even. There is noth-
ing preventing the majority leader 
from coming to the Senate floor imme-
diately and moving the Senate into ex-
ecutive session for consideration of Ms. 
Lynch’s nomination. 

Why then is the majority leader de-
termined to make her wait until after 
the trafficking legislation is approved? 
Why? We are now spending the first 2 
weeks of this current work period fin-
ishing two matters—human trafficking 
and her nomination. These two matters 
could have been completed months ago. 
Everyone is aware of what has tran-
spired with the human trafficking bill. 

It is sufficient to say that Repub-
licans tried to pull a fast one on the 
American people. Republicans at-
tempted to broaden a precedent that 
traditionally prevents Federal funds 
for paying for abortion, except in cases 
of rape, incest, and when the life of the 
mother is at risk. This is commonly 
known as the Hyde language. The Hyde 
language has applied to taxpayer dol-
lars. Republicans want to change that 
to apply to nontaxpayer dollars. 

It was a failed political ploy, and it is 
no surprise, then, that the Republicans 
are scrambling to save their necks 
after trying to dupe American women. 
My Republican colleagues appear to be 
close to seeing the light on human traf-
ficking, and there seems to be a path 
forward. But there is no guarantee that 
we can do it. As of right now, we do not 
have an agreement in place to put the 
finishing touches on our work on the 
bill. But we are working on that goal. 
The progress we have made is due al-
most entirely to the good-faith efforts 
of Senators MURRAY, LEAHY, and AMY 
KLOBUCHAR. 

When are Republicans going to see 
the light on Loretta Lynch? When will 
the majority leader realize he con-
tinues to obstruct a qualified nominee 
for absolutely no reason? The Senate 
should turn to a vote on Ms. Lynch’s 
nomination immediately. Every day 
that passes without a newly confirmed 
Attorney General proves once and 
again that Republicans cannot lead and 
they certainly cannot govern. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF 
TRAFFICKING ACT OF 2015 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 

Senate will resume consideration of S. 
178, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 178) to provide justice for the vic-
tims of trafficking. 

Pending: 
McConnell (for Cornyn) amendment No. 

1120, to strengthen the Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act by incorporating additional 
bipartisan amendments. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
ERNST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

LYNCH NOMINATION 
Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, 

as we all know, a vote of confirmation 
for Loretta Lynch to be our next Attor-
ney General has now been delayed 164 
days, or 5 months. We have seen this 
qualified woman waiting for a con-
firmation vote, and we have had at 
least 51 Members—a majority—indi-
cating they will support her confirma-
tion. 

I remember coming to the floor lis-
tening to colleagues during the Bush 
administration state over and over 
again that elections have con-
sequences, that Presidents have a right 
to have their nominees voted on, and 
that it is our responsibility to make 
sure, if something comes out of com-
mittee, that we vote on a final con-
firmation. 

When we look at the fact that we 
have seen Loretta Lynch wait for a 
vote on the floor for a combined length 
of time that equals more than the last 
seven Attorneys General, I really do 
believe, as the President has said, 
enough is enough. 

I remember a time when we had a 
controversial nominee—John 
Ashcroft—and many of us did not sup-
port that nomination. I did not support 
that nomination. But we brought it to 
the floor for a vote. He waited 42 days. 
At the time, people said that was a 
long time. He was not blocked. We did 
not filibuster. We did not require a 
supermajority. In fact, there were 42 of 
us who voted no, so we could have 
stopped it on a procedural vote. But we 
allowed the nomination of John 
Ashcroft to come to the floor for a 
vote. 

So we fast-forward. And we have seen 
this, of course, over and over again, as 
we look at the President’s nominees in 
the last 61⁄2 years. Now we see this emi-
nently qualified woman, who has been 
held up as of today 164 days, waiting 
and waiting to have the opportunity to 
have a vote up or down on confirma-
tion. If people want to vote no, they 
have that right, but she deserves a 
vote. 

Today, we are going to vote on the 
confirmation of a district court judge 

in Texas. I think it is good that the 
Southern District of Texas will have a 
Federal court judge, but the entire 
country needs a permanent Attorney 
General. In fact, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office is the one that actually 
brings the cases to Federal courts and 
tries them on behalf of all the Amer-
ican people. So it is really ridiculous 
that we stand at this point where we 
are having to ask, after more than 5 
months, that there be a vote for Loret-
ta Lynch. 

After she was reported out, we saw a 
very distinguished nominee for Sec-
retary of Defense come out of com-
mittee and immediately come to the 
floor and be confirmed, but Loretta 
Lynch has waited and waited. We con-
tinue to vote on district judges, and 
Loretta Lynch is waiting and waiting. 

We hear all kinds of excuses, all 
kinds of reasons. We are hearing that 
Loretta Lynch’s nomination to be At-
torney General cannot be voted on 
until we complete another very impor-
tant bill—the human trafficking bill— 
that we all want to get done. It has, 
unfortunately, had a curve ball added 
because of the politics around choice 
and abortion that has been interjected 
into this, and we are having to work 
our way through that. I have been in-
volved in a lot of discussions, as my 
colleagues have. I am confident we can 
address those if people want to get this 
done on behalf of girls and women in 
our country. But that has nothing to 
do with the nomination of Loretta 
Lynch for Attorney General, other 
than one thing, which is that as U.S. 
attorney of the Eastern District of New 
York, she presided over a very effective 
antitrafficking program, investigating 
and prosecuting scores of defendants. 

In that sense, again, we need Loretta 
Lynch—her talent, her expertise, and 
her experience—to be able to tackle 
what is a horrible situation that way 
too many of our girls and women find 
themselves in. We somehow for too 
long have thought this was something 
that was happening someplace else. Yet 
we saw it in Lansing, MI—where I live, 
the capital of Michigan—where there 
was a case in the trafficking situation 
that the FBI and local officials ad-
dressed. What we are finding right now 
is that as we proceed with confirming 
other people for other positions—Mon-
day nights we are voting on other posi-
tions, we are voting on district judges, 
and we voted on other people for other 
positions not held up by human traf-
ficking, not held up by trying to get 
that bill resolved, but for some reason 
the Attorney General position has 
somehow been held up. 

I don’t buy it. It makes no sense that 
we would pick one person—one per-
son—not others but one person and de-
cide that this person and this nomina-
tion, this confirmation vote will be 
held hostage to another issue. It is 
time to stop it. Now, 164 days is long 
enough; 164 days is long enough. It is 
time to give Loretta Lynch the respect 
and the vote she has been waiting for 
and she deserves. 
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