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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. BLACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 21, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DIANE
BLACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

———————

REAUTHORIZE THE EXPORT-
IMPORT BANK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HECK of Washington. Madam
Speaker, ticktock, ticktock. The
countdown has begun.

Beginning tomorrow, there are ex-
actly—count them—30 legislative days
left before the Export-Import Bank is
gone—vanished, disappeared—and each
day that we fail to address this vital
institution for American jobs, we let
the obstructionists win. We let this bi-
partisan, eight decade champion of

American exports go away. The irony
of it all is, as my dear friend from
Texas, Congressman GREEN, once ob-
served, if we didn’t have an Export-Im-
port Bank, we would all be scurrying
around, trying to figure out how to in-
vent it in order to compete with every
other developed country in the world
that has an export credit authority.

Ticktock. Ticktock.

American companies are, unfortu-
nately, already hurting. It is happening
now. We don’t have to wait for May or
June or July 1, which is the day the
bank will disappear if we do not reau-
thorize it. I am speaking in the present
tense. Export contracts are being lost
now—today—as we speak. Production
lines are slowing. Labor needs are
being reevaluated. Let me be clear:
American corporations and companies
are already losing deals to our global
competitors because of this pointless
fight. It is hurting companies now.

American companies are being penal-
ized because, yet again, unfortunately,
Congress procrastinates; yet we have a
bill to reauthorize the Export-Import
Bank. We have two bills with substan-
tial, broad, deep, bipartisan support—
2560 Members out of 435, to put a fine
point on it. There are 60 for Congress-
man FINCHER of Tennessee’s bill and
190 for Congresswoman WATERS’, Con-
gresswoman MOORE’s, and my bill.

Again, every other developed nation
on the face of the planet has an export
credit authority, and most of them are
larger as a percent of their gross do-
mestic products than ours is. To allow
it to expire is to engage in nothing
short of—and this is not hyperbole—
unilateral economic disarmament.

Ticktock. Ticktock.

Small businesses are the ones that
will be hurt first. Now, I know a lot of
the focus of debate about the Export-
Import Bank is Boeing. Yes, Boeing
will be hurt. That is for sure. Although,
I enjoy reminding people that the Boe-
ing Company assembles airplanes, and

what they depend upon is the supply
chain of 12,000 businesses and vendors—
thousands of whom are, in fact, small
businesses.

Nearly 90 percent of all of the Ex-
port-Import Bank’s transactions are to
provide loans or loan guarantees to
small businesses. They are the back-
bone of our economy. Everybody knows
it. Nearly one in three jobs created in
the last decade was created by small
businesses, and they will be hurt first,
small businesses like STAC, Inc., in
Sumner, Washington. It is a veteran-
owned business that provides industrial
tapes and adhesives and a host of other
fasteners. They predict, as their owner
told me personally, that they could
hire 40 percent more staff as a con-
sequence of their exports.

The truth of the matter is that there
is a STAC in every congressional dis-
trict in America—in every town, in
every city, in every community, in
every neighborhood—and they need and
use the export credit agency of this Na-
tion, the Export-Import Bank, just like
the businesses of every other developed
nation in the world.

The rest of the world is growing a
middle class. We all know it. If we
want to keep and expand ours, then we
are going to have to engage in global
trade with one of the tools known as
the Export-Import Bank. We have to
sell in to their growing middle class.

Counting tomorrow, 30 legislative
days to go—ticktock, ticktock.

———

GOVERNMENT BY THE PEOPLE
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENHAM). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, last week,
mailman Doug Hughes flew a
gyrocopter onto the Capitol lawn to
make a point about the influence of
money in politics. While I don’t con-
done violating restricted airspace and
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