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Community Resource Center as it celebrates 
its 10th Anniversary of offering educational 
programs and advocacy services to support 
personal growth and family stability in the 
Latino community throughout Napa County. 

Ten years ago, the Center opened its doors 
on Napa Street as an independent non-profit 
organization dedicated to helping provide cul-
turally sensitive intake and referral services in 
order to bridge the gap between community 
service providers and the Latino community. In 
fact, the Center’s services are available to 
anyone in the community—regardless of eth-
nicity, race, or language. In achieving these 
goals, the Center partners with numerous 
other organizations in the area and its pro-
grams range from Case Mentoring and ESL 
training to Free Tax Preparation and Zumba. 
The Puertas Abiertas Center serves over 500 
families a year. 

The Center’s focus on helping connect resi-
dents and services through a culturally sen-
sitive intake and referral process helps make 
Napa County’s diverse population stronger 
and better prepared to take advantage of our 
community’s resources. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we recog-
nize the Puertas Abiertas Community Re-
source Center for all they do to increase ac-
cess to vital community services. On behalf of 
a grateful community, we honor and thank the 
Puertas Abiertas Community Resource Center 
today. 
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Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kara McCon-
nell for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Kara 
McConnell is an 8th grader at North Arvada 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kara 
McConnell is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Kara 
McConnell for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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KINGWOOD HIGH SCHOOL OB-
SERVES NATIONAL CRIME VIC-
TIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this week 
is National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. In 
Congress, we observed this week by hosting 
the Victims’ Rights Caucus Awards. 

The Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus, 
founded by JIM COSTA from California and me 
from Texas, came together to form the bipar-
tisan caucus. 

This week, the Victims’ Rights Caucus rec-
ognized the tenacious individuals who dedi-
cate their time and efforts in supporting crime 
victims. 

But this week was also commemorated 
back in Texas. Kingwood High School ob-
served National Crime Victims’ Rights Week 
for the first time. 

Under their fearless leader, criminal justice 
teacher Janet Collins, a former Dallas County 
probation officer, Kingwood High School heard 
from community warriors who work every day 
to protect and support victims. 

My good friend, Sheriff Adrian Garcia, was 
Monday’s headline speaker (who just so hap-
pened to receive our Victims’ Rights Award at 
last year’s Victims’ Rights Caucus Awards). 
Kingwood High School students heard the 
best testimonies straight from the source. 

Exposing our students to real-life situations 
in combination with education is so important. 
Teaching our students how prevalent crime is 
and ways to prevent it can only benefit our 
communities. What a great way to start a 
young group of victims’ advocates. 

It makes me proud to know that our school 
students are building good character and 
learning more about the Crime Victims Move-
ment. Supporting victims is something that 
Americans can do at any age. 

Janet Collins should be commended for her 
leadership and pioneering of National Crime 
Victims’ Rights Week in our schools. 

It is encouraging to see National Crimes 
Victims’ Rights Week being observed not only 
in Congress, but in our education system 
throughout the Nation. 

And that is just the way it is. 

f 

JULIA VAZQUEZ-PETERSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Julia 
Vazquez-Peterson for receiving the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. Julia Vazquez-Peterson is an 8th grad-
er at Mandalay Middle School and received 
this award because her determination and 
hard work have allowed her to overcome ad-
versities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Julia 
Vazquez-Peterson is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Julia 
Vazquez-Peterson for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

HONORING ANIMAL EDUCATION 
AND RESCUE 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, April is Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Month, so I would like to 
take this opportunity to rise in recognition of 
Animal Education and Rescue, a humane so-
ciety in the 10th District. Founder and director 
Sandy Wisniewski has dedicated herself to im-
proving the lives of both animals and people 
in our community. 

Ms. Wisniewski works to prevent cruelty to 
animals by educating the public through 
school and community center visits. Her cur-
riculum emphasizes the need to properly care 
for pets. She understands the strong correla-
tion between animal abuse and other violent 
crimes, and she seeks to break the cycle of vi-
olence through education. As a humane inves-
tigator, Ms. Wisniewski responds to reports of 
animal abuse and neglect. She often rescues 
these neglected animals and places them with 
foster families until they find permanent 
homes. Her work is vital to our community. 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals Month, I am pleased to recog-
nize AEAR and Ms. Wisniewski. I am grateful 
for their work and wish them continued suc-
cess. 
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HONORING MURRAY JANOFF 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate Murray Janoff of Boca 
Raton, Florida, who turns 100 years old on 
April 26, 2015. 

Murray was born in Bronx, New York in 
1915. He graduated from New York University 
with a degree in journalism and had a long 
and distinguished career writing for the Long 
Island Press’s sports section, the Associated 
Press, U.P.I., and Reuters. Murray served in 
the Navy during World War II receiving several 
merits with the highest being a Bronze Star 
medal. Murray was married 52 years to his 
late wife and is proud of his three children, 
five grandchildren, and six great grand-
children. 

Murray is an exceptional man, and one who 
I am proud to represent in Florida’s 22nd Dis-
trict. I know I join with his friends and family 
in celebrating this wonderful milestone. I wish 
him good health and continued success in the 
coming year. 
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JORDAN DELITZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jordan Delitz 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Jordan Delitz 
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