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while excusing the reprehensible con-
duct of many of the governments who
would become our new partners, all
while putting in the same compromise
for future agreements.

Meanwhile, if the Supreme Court up-
holds the tenets of justice and equality
that our Nation has always valued,
LGBT couples across the country will
gain the access to the same rights and
protections that heterosexual couples
expect and enjoy, and the children of
those couples will have the confidence
and the security of their family’s rela-
tionship. I look forward to continuing
my work with that.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do we
have left?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 19 minutes remaining.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

——

HONOR THEIR MEMORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. SARBANES) is recognized for
the remainder of the hour as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, on
April 24, the arc of the moral universe
will intersect with the 100th anniver-
sary of the Armenian genocide. Many
will bear witness to that intersection,
but sadly, official recognition of the
genocide by the United States Govern-
ment will be conspicuously absent.

Let us review the facts. In 1915, more
than 1.5 million Armenians were sys-
tematically annihilated by Ottoman-
era Turkish authorities. Men, women,
and children were massacred, deported,
and condemned to death marches into
the Syrian Desert, where they died of
thirst and starvation—no final rights,
no burial, an assault on the dignity of
a dignified and proud people.

This indisputable tragedy of history
has been acknowledged by innumerable
scholars and historians, including the
International Association of Genocide
Scholars, the Elie Wiesel Foundation
for Humanity, and no less than 53
Nobel laureates. The European Par-
liament and Pope Francis recently
joined the chorus that honestly labels
this horrific chapter of Turkey’s his-
tory a genocide.

Hopelessly infected by the disease of
denial, modern-day Turkish authorities
have now made it clear they were never
going to acknowledge the 100th anni-
versary of the genocide with anything
approaching candor, honesty, or the
most minimal degree of self-reflection.

It heaps insult upon injury that they
have chosen the genocide anniversary
of April 24 to commemorate something
wholly different, the 100th anniversary
of the landing of British imperial
forces at Gallipoli, a landing that actu-
ally occurred the next day, on April 25,
1915.

Turkey’s treatment of the Armenian
genocide is no surprise. It is a condi-
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tioned reflex that has been codified
into the laws of the state. In Turkey,
anyone who uses the word ‘‘genocide”
to describe the massacre of the Arme-
nians is subject to criminal punish-
ment under article 301 of the Turkish
penal code.

Obviously, we should have dramati-
cally higher expectations for our own
country. That is the reason that, as a
Member of Congress who has long sup-
ported a resolution to recognize the Ar-
menian genocide, I have dreaded the
prospect that the 100th anniversary
would come and go without official rec-
ognition from either the United States
Congress or the President of the United
States.

I share the deep disappointment and
sense of betrayal felt by the Armenian
people and all who support their cause.
It is lamentable that, on Capitol Hill,
advocacy for recognition is being un-
dermined every day by Turkey’s in-
tense lobbying campaign to block pas-
sage of the Armenian genocide resolu-
tion.

In the face of this, it is easy to be
cynical and angry, but we should re-
mind ourselves and be inspired that, on
April 24, hundreds of thousands of
Americans will defy the lack of official
recognition with their own personal
and heartfelt acknowledgment of the
Armenian genocide.

In Turkey, there are brave citizens
who, at great personal risk, condemn
state authorities for their tragic si-
lence. Ultimately, the voices of indi-
vidual citizens have a special power to
move the heart, in this instance, to
bless the unmarked graves of 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians whose own voices and
spirits were trampled into the ground
100 years ago.

This year, I will resist the tempta-
tion to mark the anniversary of the Ar-
menian genocide with anger and frus-
tration at the lack of official recogni-
tion from those who should know bet-
ter; rather, I will draw strength from
the conviction that the arc of the
moral universe will ultimately bend to-
ward justice, toward the eternal mem-
ory of those who perished in this unde-
niable tragedy of history.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

STOP THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. BUCK) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN).

Mr. JORDAN. I thank the gentleman
for this Special Order on an important
subject, the Export-Import Bank. I was
just going to start with retelling a
story I told at an event not too long
ago that I think is important.

The scenario that is going to play
out, I think, all across the country
later this afternoon, there is going to
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be a guy who works second shift at the
local manufacturing facility. He is
going to go out, get in his truck to
drive to work.

Now, remember, he is working second
shift, which means he has got to miss
some of his kids’ Little League games,
miss some of his children’s afterschool
activities.

He goes out to get in his truck to go
to work, and he looks a couple of
houses down, and he sees a guy sitting
on the front porch, drinking a cup of
coffee, reading the newspaper. He
knows the guy can work, but won’t
work, and is getting his tax dollars.

He gets in his truck to drive to work,
and he happens to turn the radio on. It
happens to be the news hour. A re-
porter comes on and talks about the
Federal Government’s got an $18 tril-
lion national debt.

They have got this program that
gives money to favored and connected
corporations. One of these companies
went bankrupt and cost the taxpayers
a ton of money.

He hears all that, and he remembers
what he saw on the front porch of his
neighbor’s house. Guess what, this guy
is ticked off, and he has every right to
be.

At the same time he is driving to
work, there is a lady driving home
from work. She teaches second grade at
the local elementary school, and she
has busted her tail all day long helping
her students.

She views her job as a teacher as a
mission field, trying to help her stu-
dents get the skill set they need to
start on their path to achieving the
American Dream. She has worked hard
all day long.

She is driving home, happens to have
her radio on, happens to be tuned in to
the same station where the same re-
porter comes on and talks about the
Federal Government with an $18 tril-
lion national debt, this program that
gives money to favored corporations,
connected corporations. This one com-
pany went bankrupt, cost the tax-
payers millions of dollars.

She hears all that as she pulls into
her driveway on the same street, sees
the same guy sitting on his front
porch, drinking coffee, reading the
paper. She knows he can work but
won’t work, and he is getting her tax
dollars. Guess what, she is just as mad
as the second-shift worker, and she has
every right to be.

Now, our job, as Members of Con-
gress, is to remember people like the
second-grade teacher and the second-
shift worker and fight for things they
care about. Here is one: they care
about this concept that goes on in this
town, where connected companies get
special deals with their tax money, and
they want that to stop.

We now have a chance to do that, to
start the process of stopping the cor-
porate welfare, and that is what Mr.
BUCK’s Special Order hour is all about,
stopping the Export-Import Bank from
continuing the corporate connected-
ness, the corporate cronyism, and the
corporate welfare.
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