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years of connectedness of the Black Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) com-
munity and its commitment to fulfilling the mis-
sion of DC Black Pride, which is to increase 
awareness of and pride in the diversity of the 
African American LGBT community. Moreover, 
the theme expresses the resolve of the Afri-
can-American LGBT community and its allies 
to come together to: fight for LGBT equality; 
celebrate our heritage and culture as mem-
bers of both the Black and LGBT commu-
nities; and promote health and wellness for 
the community. 

DC Black Pride is a project of the Center 
For Black Equity and is coordinated by Earl D. 
Fowlkes, Jr. and Kenya Anthony Hutton with 
assistance from a volunteer Advisory Board, 
which coordinates this annual event and con-
sists of: Andrea Woody-Macko; Genise Cham-
bers-Woods; Re’ginald Shaw-Richardson; Jo-
seph F. Young; Cedric Harmon; Jeffrey Rich-
ardson; Angela Peoples; Thomas King; C. 
Hawkins; and Sonya Hemphill as well as 
scores of volunteers. 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in welcoming all attending the 25th annual 
DC Black Pride celebration in Washington, 
D.C., and I take this opportunity to remind the 
celebrants that the American citizens who re-
side in Washington, D.C. are taxed without full 
voting representation in Congress. 
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PASS CHRISTIAN BOYS AND GIRLS 
CLUB-QATAR CENTER 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank the State of Qatar for its continued sup-
port of the Boys & Girls Club of the Gulf Coast 
Qatar Center at Pass Christian, Mississippi. 
We welcome the Ambassador of the State of 
Qatar to the United States, Mohammed Al- 
Juwari. 

In 2005, the Mississippi Gulf Coast was 
devastated by Hurricane Katrina, resulting in 
the destruction of many of the Boys and Girls 
Clubs in South Mississippi. In June of 2009, 
through the generosity of a 5 million dollar do-
nation from the people of Qatar, the Boys & 
Girls Club opened a new, beautiful, state-of- 
the-art facility in Pass Christian. 

When the facility opened its doors in 2009, 
over 175 children enrolled in programs offered 
by the club. The staff has worked hard to pro-
vide the best care, programs and opportunities 
to benefit the children of the Gulf Coast. 

The Qatar Center now serves well over 300 
children daily, and it continues to grow, giving 
children the opportunity to reach their full po-
tential. It helps allow the Boys and Girls Club 
to fulfill its mission to ‘‘enable all young peo-
ple, especially those who need us most, to 
reach their full potential as productive, caring, 
responsible citizens.’’ 

Today, with Boys & Girls Club locations all 
along the Mississippi Gulf Coast, the Pass 
Christian location continues to provide the per-
fect model for other centers to follow. 

Once again, I would like to thank the people 
of Qatar for their generosity to the Boys & 
Girls Club of the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARIE 
HERBST, EXTRAORDINARY PUB-
LIC SERVANT, TEACHER, MOTH-
ER, FRIEND, AND NEIGHBOR 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my condolences to the family of 
Marie Herbst upon her passing on April 23, 
2015. Mr. Speaker, it is hard to describe the 
range of accomplishments Marie achieved 
during her amazing life. A wife of 63 years, a 
mother of 5, a schoolteacher for 37 years, and 
on top of that a record of public service at the 
state and local level that spanned decades. 

As one of the most dedicated citizens of 
Vernon, Marie stood as an activist for her 
town’s needs in the area of education. This 
commitment to the Vernon community was not 
limited to activism, as Marie saw the need to 
serve her constituents locally and ensure that 
her neighbors’ voices were heard. 

Marie was elected to the Board of Edu-
cation, Town Council, as Mayor of Vernon and 
served for over eight years as a State Senator 
representing her friends and neighbors in 
Hartford. She demonstrated further dedication 
to her fellow citizens after she left the Con-
necticut General Assembly to resume her po-
sition on the Town Council. 

During that time, Marie focused on her most 
abiding passion: the welfare of the Town of 
Vernon. During her tenure, the town saw new 
schools, fire stations, police headquarters, 
roads and bridges. Never one to duck con-
troversy, she nonetheless had an extraor-
dinary record of political success due in large 
part to her integrity and honesty. In a word, 
people trusted Marie, even if they did not al-
ways agree with her. 

At the end of the day we can all look back 
on her life and marvel at her energy and pas-
sion for helping others through her service in 
public office. At the same time, she never 
shortchanged her husband Paul, her children 
Paul, Debra, Kate, Laura and Janet or the stu-
dents that she taught in the East Windsor 
school system. She set a high bar of excel-
lence that all citizens and public officials 
should strive to match. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering Marie’s life and expressing our deepest 
sympathies to Paul and to the Herbst family. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF 
JOHN KELLY HARRIS 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the life and legacy of John Kelly Harris, 
who recently passed away at the age of 61. A 
respected leader in Central Florida, John will 
be remembered for his enthusiastic involve-
ment in our community. 

John was born in Owensboro, Kentucky. He 
graduated from the University of Kentucky with 
a BA in Elementary/Special Education and 
from Troy State University with a Masters in 
Public Administration. 

John had a very active professional, polit-
ical, and civic life. He worked for the Orange 
County Florida government for over 22 years. 
John was well known throughout Orange 
County as a community builder and for his 
ability to connect people. Some of his favorite 
projects included the Orange County Targeted 
Community Initiatives in South Apopka, Hol-
den Heights, and Englewood. He also helped 
build the Taft Community Center. 

The founding president of the Rotary Club 
of Lake Nona and a Rotary International Paul 
Harris Fellow, John was always civically in-
volved. He was active with the Greater 
Apopka Habitat for Humanity, Anthony House 
Homeless Shelter, American Society for Public 
Administration, Tiger Bay Club, County Watch, 
and countless other neighborhood, nonprofit, 
and community efforts. 

John loved photography, telling jokes, and 
helping people. He leaves behind his wife and 
best friend, Susan Denton Harris, and his be-
loved daughter, Lee Collier Harris. 

John Kelly Harris’ integrity, vision, wisdom, 
and passionate outlook on life touched the 
lives of many and made Central Florida a bet-
ter place. I am humbled to honor the memory, 
life, and outstanding achievements of John 
Kelly Harris. 

f 

MINNESOTA REMEMBERS THE VIC-
TIMS OF THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, on April 24th 
I was honored to be invited to join members 
of the Armenian-American community from 
across Minnesota for a service of remem-
brance at St. Sahag Armenian Church in St. 
Paul. That evening we remembered the vic-
tims of the Armenian Genocide and it was my 
privilege to deliver the following remarks. 

Today we join the people of Armenia and 
the Armenian Diaspora around the world in 
commemorating a historic reality, a historic 
truth, a historic crime. One hundred years ago 
a campaign of cruelty was waged against 
Ottoman Armenians that resulted in suffering 
and death of such a profound magnitude that 
it continues to be felt today. 

The entire world—all nations and peoples— 
need to stand with Armenians everywhere in 
commemorating the Armenian Genocide, ac-
knowledging the horror of its cruelty, and rec-
ognizing the generations of pain it has caused. 
But this goal cannot be fully realized until truth 
triumphs over denial; until the historical hor-
rors are acknowledged by the government of 
those responsible. We need to strengthen 
condemnations of the past and recognize the 
important relationship that the United States 
shares with Armenia today. 

The Armenian people were exposed to tor-
ture, starvation, deportation, abduction, and 
massacre. In addition to mass killings, millions 
of Armenians were forced into deportation and 
were expelled from their historic homeland. 
The framework for the United Nations Conven-
tion of the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide was, in part, based on this 
unbelievable crime. Many survivors of this 
genocide have passed away now, and we are 
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running out of time as an international commu-
nity to move toward peace and reconciliation 
in the region. We are running out of time for 
the victims and those who remember the trag-
edy to come together and heal. 

A clear recognition of this atrocity would af-
firm that the Armenian Genocide is not an 
opinion, but a widely documented fact sup-
ported by a body of historical evidence. Forty 
three states including Minnesota have recog-
nized, by legislation or proclamation, the Ar-
menian Genocide. Fortunately the Ottoman 
Empire no longer exists. However, people liv-
ing in the region, and especially the descend-
ants of the Armenian victims, deserve to have 
an accurate reflection of history acknowledged 
in order to move forward toward peace and 
reconciliation. As a Member of Congress, I 
want the United States to officially call the 
events of 100 years ago a genocide inflicted 
upon the ancestors of Armenian-Americans. 
Furthermore, our government should call on 
our NATO ally—Turkey—to acknowledge their 
historic responsibility. 

On this 100th anniversary, my thoughts and 
prayers are with the families and ancestors of 
victims of this international crime against hu-
manity. Let us remember and pray for the vic-
tims we never have met. Let us pray for those 
who survived and lived lives of courage. And, 
let us pray for the Armenian community in 
Minnesota, across the U.S. and all around the 
world who stand united in honoring your an-
cestors and in pursuing the truth with perse-
verance, honor, and dignity. As we reflect on 
this tragedy let us also reinforce our own re-
solve, as Americans, to prevent future geno-
cides. 

f 

IN HOPES THAT JAPANESE PRIME 
MINISTER SHINZO ABE WOULD 
UPHOLD INTERNATIONAL JUS-
TICE AND ADDRESS COMFORT 
WOMEN ISSUES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this year marks 
an important year for the United States and 
Japan as August 15th will be the 70-year anni-
versary of the Japanese surrender and the 
end of World War II. This upcoming anniver-
sary comes on the heels of Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s historic address to a 
joint session of the United States Congress, 
the first time a Japanese head of state has 
delivered such an address. While our two 
countries have experienced the pains of war 
and peace, I am looking forward to this his-
toric speech in order for Prime Minister Abe to 
not merely highlight our strong alliance built 
over since 1945 but also to deliver justice for 
women who have endured irreparable harm 
and trauma in the years before 1945. 

In the past, the joint session on the House 
floor has been used as a platform to call for 
peace by some of the world’s greatest leaders 
such as Winston Churchill, Charles de Gaulle 
and Nelson Mandela. His speech on April 29 
would be a great opportunity for Abe to do the 
same. In particular, it would be significant for 
him to acknowledge the pain and suffering of 
comfort women, a phrase used to describe 
hundreds of thousands of women, mostly Ko-

rean, whom former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton correctly pointed out were ‘‘enforced 
sex slaves’’ for Japanese soldiers during the 
war. 

The plight of the comfort women was ad-
dressed by the U.S. Congress in 2007, when 
the U.S. House of Representatives unani-
mously passed House Resolution 121, which 
called upon the government of Japan to for-
mally acknowledge, apologize and accept his-
torical responsibility for its coercion of young 
women into sexual slavery during its colonial 
and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pa-
cific Islands in the 1930s and throughout 
World War II. 

Eight years later, the Japanese government 
has not officially issued the apology, and there 
are only 53 Korean comfort women living. 
Among them is Lee Yong-soo, who had the 
courage to testify before Congress for the pas-
sage of House Resolution 121. I met her sev-
eral times over the years and was moved to 
hear of her story of survival. Lee Yong-soo’s 
journey is a reflection of the horrors of war but 
also demonstrates our collective need to make 
amends for the things that were committed. 

In an effort to overcome the shadows of our 
past since World War II, the United States and 
Japan have built and maintained an unbreak-
able alliance. Japan’s political and financial 
support has substantially strengthened the 
U.S. position on a variety of global issues, in-
cluding countering the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant and terrorism in all its forms; 
working to stop the spread of the Ebola epi-
demic; advancing environmental and climate 
change goals; maintaining solidarity in the 
face of Russian aggression in eastern 
Ukraine; assisting developing countries; coun-
tering piracy; and standing up for human rights 
and democracy. Additionally, Japan is cur-
rently our 4th largest trading partner with $204 
billion in goods traded during 2013. 

My recent visit to Japan reaffirmed my belief 
that the U.S.-Japan relationship is the corner-
stone of our security interests throughout Asia 
and the world. Our bond is essential to re-
gional stability and is based on our mutual val-
ues, including the preservation and promotion 
of political and economic freedoms, respect for 
human rights and democratic institutions and 
securing of prosperity for the people of both 
countries and the international community as a 
whole. 

Japan is one of the world’s greatest leaders 
and most reliable partners in the fight for 
peace. Prime Minister Abe’s mention of this 
human rights violation would send a message 
to the world that the lingering pain of the com-
fort women is real and it would further convey 
Japan’s commitment to human rights and 
peace in the region. 

As a veteran myself, I know firsthand that 
war creates immeasurable pain and suffering 
on all sides. With so many Americans risking 
their lives in war, it is crucial for today’s lead-
ers to promote healing in order to continue to 
make this world a better place for future gen-
erations. I hope that Prime Minister Abe would 
move history forward in advancing diplomacy 
and ensuring Japan remains a pillar of peace, 
stability and an advocate of human rights in 
the region and the world. 

RECOGNIZING THE POSITIVE IM-
PACT OF THE RIVERSIDE COUN-
TY CHILD CARE CONSORTIUM 
AND ITS PARTNERS ON THE 5TH 
ANNUAL DAY OF THE YOUNG 
CHILD 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate and recognize the extraordinary work 
of the Riverside County Child Care Consor-
tium and their partners on the success of the 
5th Annual Day of the Young Child/Dı́a de los 
Niños celebration. 

The cities of Cathedral City, Coachella and 
La Quinta are proud participants of this impor-
tant celebration. The planning committee of 
the Week of the Young Child (WOYC) in 2015 
served our communities tirelessly and devoted 
themselves to raising awareness about the 
needs of young children and their parents and 
the importance of early childhood programs. 

The Coachella Valley is home to more than 
10,000 children under age six. More than half 
of these children are involved in Early Child-
hood Programs for at least part of their day in 
the over 4,300 licensed child care spaces in 
the Coachella Valley. 

WOYC’s annual celebration event is spon-
sored by the National Association for the Edu-
cation of Young Children (NAEYC). This is the 
nation’s largest early childhood association, 
with almost 80,000 members and over 300 af-
filiates, including Riverside County. 

This event celebrates the contribution of or-
ganizations, community members and parents 
who support the well-being of our children and 
the future of our nation. 

I would like to thank WOYC committee, the 
cities of Coachella, La Quinta, Cathedral City 
and the Riverside County Child Care Consor-
tium for their efforts this year in making our 
community a better place for future genera-
tions. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GREENWOOD 
LABORATORY SCHOOL STU-
DENTS’ NATIONAL MERIT SCHOL-
ARSHIP RECOGNITIONS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate four outstanding stu-
dents from Springfield, Missouri’s, Greenwood 
Laboratory School. Luke Ellickson received a 
National Merit Scholarship Commendation and 
Madelyn Stroder, Adam Brock and Matthew 
Woodward are National Merit Finalists. 

Upwards of 1.5 million students compete for 
the prestigious National Merit Scholarship. Of 
those, 50,000 are identified as high achievers 
and receive a ‘‘commendation.’’ 15,000 will be 
named as National Merit semi-finalists. Only 
7,600 are chosen as National Merit Finalist. 
These students fall in approximately the top 3 
percent of all high school students in the na-
tion. 

These four students represent 10 percent of 
the graduating class at Greenwood Laboratory 
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