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in 1981, Operation Fireside places more than 
500 recruits with over 180 families each year 
to celebrate the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays. 

On May 8, the people of Cape May County 
and the United States Coast Guard will cele-
brate this designation at the Training Center in 
Cape May. My thanks to all who helped make 
this designation a reality. 
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BUILDING SAFETY MONTH 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
the occasion of the start of Building Safety 
Month, to recognize the importance of building 
safety and to recognize the leadership of the 
International Code Council (ICC) that develops 
and publishes the model building safety and 
energy efficiency model codes used in my 
home state of Vermont, and each of the other 
49 states. Increasingly, these codes, devel-
oped in the United States, are being adopted 
in other nations where safety in construction is 
desired. 

Over the past few years, we have had sev-
eral sobering reminders about the importance 
of building codes. In other nations, much like 
the case in the U.S. before the codes were 
widely adopted, natural events and poor con-
struction practices still cause catastrophic loss 
of life. Every year, deadly fires, tornados, 
windstorms, floods, earthquakes and other 
events remind us of the critical need for strong 
buildings. As Congress discusses the need for 
resilience and greater energy efficiency in our 
communities, Building Safety Month reminds 
us that key elements of resilience and energy 
efficiency are properly enforced building and 
energy codes. 

The theme of this year’s Building Safety 
Month is ‘‘Resilient Communities start with 
Building Codes.’’ I want to congratulate the 
leaders of the ICC, which has sponsored 
Building Safety Month in May every year for 
over 30 years. The leaders of ICC, including 
President Guy Tomberlin, Branch Chief Resi-
dential/Light Commercial Inspections for Fair-
fax County, Virginia; Vice-President Alex 
Olszowy III, Building Inspection Supervisor, 
Lexington/Fayette Urban County Government, 
Kentucky; Secretary/Treasurer M. Dwayne 
Garriss, State Fire Marshal, State of Georgia; 
Past President of the Board of Directors, Ste-
phen Jones, Construction Official, Millburn 
Township/Short Hills, New Jersey will join 
ICC’s Chief Executive Officer Dominic Sims in 
Washington the week of May 25th to discuss 
the critical need to support the adoption and 
enforcement of current building codes, to 
make sure Americans are safe at home, at 
work, at school and at play. 

I also want to congratulate the leaders of 
the Building Safety Association of Vermont 
ICC, including President Glenn Moore and the 
other leaders of the Vermont ICC Chapter. 

I would also like to thank the thousands of 
men and women who work every day to make 
sure our buildings comply with building and 
fire codes. Their work, largely unseen and 
often unnoticed, is critical to keeping Ameri-
cans safe. The model building codes, devel-
oped by ICC members from all 50 states, 

allow every community to share the advantage 
of adopting building codes that are adaptable 
to local conditions, but at the same time incor-
porate the very latest research, materials, and 
building practices. This is achieved in a pri-
vate-public partnership, saving local jurisdic-
tions from bearing the large expense of code 
revision, updating and coordination. These 
model codes are produced through the co-
operation of thousands of local U.S. code offi-
cials working with the building industry to 
produce codes that represent a consensus on 
what the minimum safety requirements are for 
various building types, all without a dime of 
Federal taxpayer money. 

Congratulations to the hard working mem-
bers and leadership of the International Code 
Council. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on April 30, 
2015, I was unavoidably detained and missed 
Roll Call vote number 193, On Passage of 
Making appropriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes. 

Should I have been present I would have 
voted No. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. WILLIAM C. 
PHELON FOR HIS SERVICE 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Corporal William C. Phelon, Jr. and 
his distinguished contributions to the United 
States Air Force. Mr. Phelon enlisted in the 
United States Air Force immediately after 
graduating from Mineola High School in June 
of 1943 and entered active service August 16, 
1943, at the height of American involvement in 
World War Two. Mr. Phelon served valiantly 
until he left the service in March of 1946. Cor-
poral Phelon flew as part of the illustrious 96th 
Bombardment Group, serving as a Radio Op-
erator Mechanic and Waist Gunner in a B–17 
Flying Fortress. He was responsible for all 
radio equipment aboard the B–17 while in 
flight. 

In his position as Airman, Corporal Phelon 
participated in Operation Chowhound, a hu-
manitarian mission which delivered over 
11,000 tons of food to Nazi-occupied Holland 
during the Dutch Famine. This mission was so 
appreciated by the Dutch people that com-
memorative ceremonies have been held every 
five years in Holland to remember the men 
who helped feed their starving people. The 
Third Air Division of the 8th Air Force was re-
sponsible for delivering 4,103 tons of food, of 
which the 96th Bombardment Group dropped 
366 tons. For his efforts, Corporal Phelon was 
awarded the Conspicuous Service Cross by 
Governor Thomas Dewey on behalf of the 
people of New York. 

Sadly, Mr. Phelon passed away in Decem-
ber of 2014. I rise today in memory of a brave 
man who was an exemplary member of the 
Armed Forces and the community at large, 
and to posthumously thank him for his years 
of dedication and service. I hope we all re-
member the courage and dedication shown by 
Mr. Phelon in everything he did. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BURKE VOLUN-
TEER FIRE AND RESCUE DE-
PARTMENT’S 67TH ANNUAL BAN-
QUET 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join 
the Burke Volunteer Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, which is hosting its 67th Annual Installa-
tion of Officers Banquet, and in thanking its 
volunteers for filling an essential role in keep-
ing the community safe. 

The Burke Volunteer Fire and Rescue De-
partment was founded in January 1948, and 
for more than 6 decades it has provided life-
saving fire suppression/prevention and emer-
gency medical/rescue services to the residents 
of Burke, Fairfax County, and the surrounding 
communities. It also provides, houses, and 
maintains firefighting and emergency medical 
equipment; provides opportunities for profes-
sional growth and development for the mem-
bership; and maintains and fosters a strong 
viable organization. 

I am honored to recognize several of the 
dedicated men and women of the Burke Vol-
unteer Fire Department who have volunteered 
for extra duty as officers or as members of the 
board of directors or who are receiving awards 
for their superlative service to the department 
and the community. It gives me great pleasure 
to submit the names of these individuals: 

Board of Directors: 
President Rich Guarrasi, Vice President 

John Powers, Treasurer Patrick Owens, Sec-
retary Greg Fedor, Board Members-at-Large 
Larry Barnett, Larry Bocknek, and Alisha 
Sunde 

Line Officers: 
Chief Thomas Warnock, Deputy Chief John 

Hudak, Deputy Chief Tina Godfrey, Adminis-
trative Member Manager Catherine Owens, 
Captain II Melissa Ashby, Captain II Larry 
Bockneck, Captain II Keith O’Connor, Lieuten-
ant Kevin Grottle, Sergeant Jennifer Babic, 
Sergeant Emily Fincher, Team Leader Peter 
Hamilton, Team Leader James Reyes, Team 
Leader Paul Stracke, Team Leader Harry 
Chelpon, Staffing Coordinator Shaun Kurry, 
Chaplain Harry Chelpon 

Length of Service Awards: 
5 Years: Richard Guarrasi 
10 Years: Harry Chelpon, Ed Gilhooly 
15 Years: Tina Godfrey 
Life Member: Harry Chelpon 
Department Awards: 
Founders Award: John Hudak 
Rookies of the Year: Caitlin Curran, Megan 

Bush, Barry Brown 
Firefighter of the Year: Peter Hamilton 
EMS Provider of the Year: James Reyes 
Officer of the Year: Tina Godfrey 
Admin. Member of the Year: Becky Dobbs 
Career Members of the Year: Tim Barb, 

David ‘‘Happy’’ Gilmore 
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Team Award: BVFRD Train Team: Melissa 

Ashby, Kevin Grottle, Shaun Kurry 
Chief’s Award: Shaun Kerry 
President’s Awards: Nancy Stone, Charlene 

Murphy 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in congratulating the department for 67 
years of service and in thanking all of the 
brave volunteers who do not hesitate to drop 
everything when the community calls in need 
of help. To all of these men and women who 
put themselves in harm’s way to protect our 
residents I say: ‘‘Stay safe’’. 
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HONORING THE COALITION FOR 
HEALTHY COMMUNITIES ON 
THEIR 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Coalition for Healthy Communities 
on their 20th Anniversary. The Cancer Treat-
ment Centers of America at Midwestern Re-
gional Medical Center assembled the Coalition 
of leaders in the Zion-Benton Township to ef-
fectively address the need to improve the 
health and wellness of our community. 

The Coalition’s focus is to provide the com-
munity with education on ways to access pri-
mary health care, sexual education, immuniza-
tions for young children, parental education, 
and adolescent substance abuse. The leaders 
of the Coalition are working hard to provide 
healthcare that extends beyond the walls of 
hospitals. 

Mr. Speaker, the Coalition of Healthy Com-
munities is essential to ensuring that Zion, 
Beach Park and Winthrop Harbor’s residents 
receive the proper tools to lead a healthy, safe 
and fulfilling life. I offered my sincere thanks to 
the Coalition for their efforts over the last 20 
years and wish them continued success in the 
future. 
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HONORING JOHN BROOKS SUPER-
MARKET AND NETTIE ALVA-
RADO 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
John Brooks Supermarket, and in particular, 
Nettie Alvarado for her exceptional customer 
service and dedicated commitment to our sen-
ior citizen community. 

Since 1979, John Brooks Supermarket has 
prided itself as a locally owned and operated 
establishment. The John Brooks on 
Candeleria and 12th Street in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, certainly takes on this persona; 
it’s a neighborhood corner spot that caters to 
each of its customers on an individual level 
and takes great lengths to serve our senior 
community. 

That’s how I first heard about Nettie Alva-
rado, a radiant, compassionate woman who 
has spent thirty years of dedicated service to 
John Brooks’ customers. Every Monday and 

Thursday, store owner John Brooks and Nettie 
trade off delivering groceries to the senior 
community living at The Good Samaritan Soci-
ety: Manzano Del Sol Village on 5201 Roma 
Avenue NE. These are crucial services for 
many of the seniors there who are unable to 
drive or take transportation to the grocery 
store. 

Nettie takes this dedication one step further. 
Customers will inform her of a sick friend, dis-
abled relative or struggling senior and it’s not 
long before numbers are exchanged, a gro-
cery list is filed and Nettie is off making deliv-
eries. Nettie has earned a reputation for her 
selfless actions and genuine, heartfelt appre-
ciation for others. When asked, Nettie will tell 
you ‘‘I want them to be taken care of’’ and has 
no qualms about dipping into her free time to 
ensure her beloved Albuquerque residents re-
ceive the services they need. 

Nettie’s sentiment towards others extends 
beyond age, gender, race, and socioeconomic 
status—it’s universal. I am inspired to see that 
we have individuals like Nettie in our commu-
nity and stores like John Brooks that put peo-
ple first and serve our ailing seniors. By val-
uing our community and continuing these 
practices of goodwill and shared responsibility 
we will achieve a better tomorrow and build a 
stronger America. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my great honor and pleasure to extend my 
sincerest congratulations to the students, par-
ents, staff, and supporters of the Head Start 
program as they celebrate 50 remarkable 
years of eliminating poverty through education, 
services, and partnerships. Enrichment Serv-
ices Program, Inc. (ESP) will celebrate Head 
Start’s 50th anniversary on Thursday, May 7, 
2015 at noon at the Columbus Convention 
and Trade Center in Columbus, Georgia. 

After President Lyndon B. Johnson declared 
the War on Poverty in his 1964 State of the 
Union speech, Sargent Shriver, a key social 
and political figure, took the lead in assem-
bling a panel of experts to develop a com-
prehensive child development program that 
would help communities meet the needs of 
disadvantaged preschool children. The brain-
child of this panel was Head Start, a program 
designed to help break the cycle of poverty by 
providing preschool children of low-income 
families with the tools and resources to meet 
their emotional, social, nutritional, and psycho-
logical needs. 

In 1965, the Office of Economic Opportunity 
launched an eight-week program called 
Project Head Start. Fifty years later, Head 
Start has served more than 30 million children, 
becoming an integral component of America’s 
education system. 

Enrichment Services Program, Inc. is a 
community action agency that provides essen-
tial services to alleviate poverty levels, pro-
mote family stability, and gradually build self- 
sufficiency. It was established in 1964 and op-
erated as the Community Action Development 
Committee. The Agency was incorporated in 

1965 as the ‘‘Lower Chattahoochee Commu-
nity Action Agency, Inc.’’ In 1974, when Presi-
dent Gerald Ford signed the Head Start Eco-
nomic Opportunity and Community Partnership 
Act, Head Start funding was allocated to local 
community action agencies such as ESP. 

Enrichment Services Program, Inc. admin-
isters the Early Head Start and Head Start 
programs within a nine-county area, including 
Chattahoochee, Clay, Harris, Muscogee, 
Quitman, Randolph, Stewart, and Talbot coun-
ties, located in Georgia, and Russell County in 
Alabama. Each year, ESP serves approxi-
mately 1,000 children ages 0–5 from low-in-
come families. 

The Head Start program has been essential 
to the early childhood development and for-
ward progression of many children and their 
families. Head Start evaluates and works to 
improve six domains of early childhood devel-
opment: social/emotional, physical, language, 
cognitive, literacy, and mathematics. Through 
Head Start, ESP addresses the basic needs of 
each child and prepares them for entry into 
kindergarten. ESP also encourages parent in-
volvement by offering services such as family 
literacy functions and parental input into the 
curriculum. 

In the 2013–2014 program year, children in 
ESP’s Head Start program made remarkable 
accomplishments. In the Cognitive domain 
alone, an average of 96% of children exceed-
ed growth range. There were 505 three- and 
four-year-olds who were ready to read by the 
end of the school year. 

Enrichment Services Program, Inc. has 
done an outstanding job of administering the 
Head Start program in the area that it serves. 
Because of the dedication and commitment of 
the teachers and the staff, thousands of chil-
dren have gone on to achieve greater heights 
in primary, secondary, and higher education 
than they otherwise would have done. I firmly 
believe that Head Start’s outreach will con-
tinue to help preschool children and their fami-
lies overcome the cycle of poverty to lead suc-
cessful and productive lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me and the more than 730,000 residents of 
Georgia’s Second Congressional District in ex-
pressing our profound gratitude to Enrichment 
Services Program, Inc. and to Head Start for 
working to improve educational outcomes for 
preschool children, which not only produces 
positive effects throughout their lives but also 
creates a ripple effect of improvement in the 
communities in which they live. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HERNDON-RESTON 
FISH, INC. AND THE 2015 ‘‘STAR 
FISH’’ HONOREES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 1, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Herndon-Reston FISH, Inc. and the 
2015 ‘‘Star Fish’’ Honorees. 

Since 1969, Herndon-Reston FISH, Inc. has 
provided Friendly, Instant, Sympathetic Help 
for neighbors in need in Reston and Herndon. 
FISH meets immediate critical needs for rental 
assistance, furniture, utilities, medical care, 
and other emergencies. FISH also manages a 
thrift shop, operates an information and refer-
ral service, and offers financial workshops to 
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