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not be rewarding Iran for its disgrace-
ful human rights abuses and that we
should not be granting Iran access to
the funding it desires to further its nu-
clear weapons program and terrorist
proxies while this exploitation con-
tinues.

So I call on every Senator to join us
in standing up for human rights. Let’s
pass Senator RISCH’s legislation later
this afternoon.

I mentioned earlier that committees
are beginning to get back to work in
the new Senate. We have seen a lot of
bipartisan committee action in recent
weeks. One standout achievement was
the Finance Committee’s over-
whelming passage of bipartisan trade
legislation, 20 to 6. It is incredibly im-
portant for American workers that we
pass this bill. Without it, foreign coun-
tries will continue to be able to dis-
criminate against American products
and American produce, while we have
some of the lowest duties in the world.

We need strong and fair trade legisla-
tion that expands Congress’s oversight
over the administration and sets clear
rules and standards for its trade nego-
tiators. That is the Bipartisan Congres-
sional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act in a nutshell.

Yet some talk about preventing the
Senate from even debating the bill. I
would tell you, I think this would be a
big mistake. The Bipartisan Congres-
sional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act reported by the Finance
Committee is already a strong bill, and
we will have an amendment process on
the floor that will allow Members the
opportunity to advance their priorities.
Voting to proceed to a bill is a vote
that says this is worthy of debate—
worthy of debate. Well, certainly this
bill is indeed worthy of debate, sup-
ported by the President of the United
States.

So I commend Senator HATCH, Sen-
ator WYDEN, and their colleagues on
the Finance Committee for getting us
this far. My hope is that we can con-
tinue this debate tomorrow.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.
———

MOVING LEGISLATION AND
REPUBLICAN PRIORITIES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I must
comment on some of the statements
that my friend the Republican leader
has made.

We have been able to accomplish a
few things during this work period, and
the reason we have been able to do so
is that we, the minority, have cooper-
ated.

For 4 years, my Republican col-
leagues in the minority objected to ev-
erything we tried to do—everything. I
don’t mean most everything; I mean
everything. That was a plan they had.
I have mentioned before and I will
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mention again that they decided they
would make sure that Obama was not
reelected. That failed. And, No. 2, they
were going to oppose everything he
tried to do, and they have done that
overwhelmingly. So it was really hard
for 4 years to get things done.

Now, my friend the majority leader
can talk all he wants about how much
we have gotten done. Look at what we
have been able to accomplish. The ma-
jority of the measures we have done
could have been done before, if Repub-
licans had not objected to them and
stopped us from moving to those mat-
ters.

So we are going to continue to do ev-
erything we can to move measures, in
conjunction with my Republican
friends, but we shouldn’t be hearing a
lot of speeches here about how great
things are now, because every time
that happens I am going to come and
tell everybody what has happened for 4
years.

Government is all about priorities.
What do we, as Senators, value the
most? With only a few days before the
Memorial Day recess, I am disturbed
and distressed by the Republicans’ pri-
orities. For example, the majority
leader knows that the Federal highway
program expires this month—not next
month, this month. He knows that the
highway trust fund runs out of money
a few weeks later. Why then are Repub-
licans making no serious effort to pass
a long-term reauthorization of the Fed-
eral highway program?

I can easily answer this question.
They do not know how to pay for
America’s next jobs bill. So with no as
the answer, they again do nothing. An-
other short-term extension—this is one
of many—one of many. I think the last
I remember, the last my staff brought
me up to date—I think it has been 12 or
15 times that it has been extended for
short periods of time. This is not good.
This is such bad news for every State—
every State—because the directors of
the departments of transportation
can’t do anything long term. The only
way to have a good program for con-
struction is to be able to look ahead.

As the Senator from Vermont said
the other day, Vermont’s season to be
able to do construction work is very
short, and they can’t do long-term
planning when the money is only going
to be available for a few months.

So this is really unfortunate and
really too bad. I say again, this could
be America’s next jobs bill. So it is
really too bad.

We also have the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act, known as
FISA. It expires on June 1. It must be
extended and reformed. Last week, the
Second Circuit Court of Appeals ruled
that the bulk collection program, as
currently constructed, is not author-
ized under current law—meaning the
law is illegal. It would be irresponsible
for this Congress to merely reauthorize
and not reform. How can we reauthor-
ize something that is illegal? We can’t.
We shouldn’t. Why would anyone agree
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to reauthorize a program which our
circuit courts deem to be illegal?

My friend the majority leader keeps
talking about extending the program
for 5% years. Extending an illegal pro-
gram for 5% years? That is not sen-
sible. What should happen is that we
should move forward and do something
that is needed here; that is, do it all
over again.

The House of Representatives is send-
ing us on Wednesday a new FISA bill,
one that has been vetted by those peo-
ple concerned about the rights of our
citizens. They have determined that
what the House has done is good. They
have passed it out of committee 25 to 2.
Senator LEAHY has a bill over here that
is almost identical to that bill. So I
can’t understand why we just don’t
wait until the House sends us that bill
and we turn around immediately and
give it to the President as passed by
the House of Representatives. The
President will sign it. He realizes the
program has to be changed. We cannot
reauthorize a program that is illegal.

So I hope we can move forward on
what the House has done. To his credit,
Senator LEAHY is not saying: We have
to have my bill. He is saying: If we
don’t do my bill—Senator LEAHY’S
bill—pass the House bill. That would be
good.

This is the only bipartisan, bicameral
solution we have today that will end
the illegal bulk collection program in
its current form and reform and reau-
thorize key provisions of FISA. Other-
wise, I am not the only one, Mr. Presi-
dent. I was told walking over here that
the junior Senator from Kentucky is
not going to let the extension of FISA
take place.

So why don’t we just go ahead and
get it done now; that is, when the
House sends us their bill, say we are
going to pass that and send it to the
White House for signature.

I hope the majority leader will reas-
sess his priorities and instead choose to
protect Americans’ civil liberties.

What is the business of the day, Mr.
President?

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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