
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2826 May 12, 2015 
Today and every day, we honor the 

lives of our fallen, including Officer 
Tommy Decker, of Cold Spring, Min-
nesota, who was killed in the line of 
duty in 2012 while doing a welfare 
check. 

May they have eternal rest; may 
their legacy of service to their commu-
nities live on, and may those they left 
behind find comfort and peace. 

Blessed are the peacemakers. 

f 

THE BAD HABIT OF PATCH 
FUNDING 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, we are 
getting a bad habit of patch funding in 
6-month increments what traditionally 
has been a 6-year surface transpor-
tation bill. Virtually no major projects 
are underway in the Nation as a result. 
Six-month patch funding has produced 
patch roadwork. 

Worse, road and bridge funding, in 
turn, is delaying billions of dollars in 
development that can’t get started 
without new roads. 

The Washington Post showcased our 
example featuring overhaul of Union 
Station, which cannot proceed without 
a new bridge. 

Transportation funding delay is stop-
ping a lot more than transportation in-
frastructure. Our districts need long- 
term reauthorization. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM VETERANS 
ADVOCATE OF THE OFFICE OF 
THE 18TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF ILLINOIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Veterans Advocate of 
the Office of the 18th Congressional 
District of Illinois: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally pursuant to rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony issued by the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Central District of Illi-
nois. 

I have determined that compliance with 
the subpoena is consistent with the privi-
leges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL GILMORE, 

Veterans Advocate (IL–18). 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 12, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 12, 2015 at 9:38 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 651. 

That the Senate passed S. 179. 
That the Senate passed S. 136. 
That the Senate passed S. 994. 
That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 16. 
Appointments: 
Board of Directors of Office of Compliance. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

MELANOMA AND SKIN CANCER DE-
TECTION AND PREVENTION 
MONTH 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, May is 
Melanoma and Skin Cancer Detection 
and Prevention Month. 

One person dies of melanoma every 
hour. There will be over 73,000 new 
cases of invasive melanoma in the 
United States this year. Early detec-
tion is crucial to prevention. 

I would like to highlight a very brave 
constituent of mine, McKenna 
Fitzpatrick. She is in the fourth grade 
at Seven Oaks Elementary School and 
bravely faced skin cancer. 

Despite being so young, she detected 
her skin cancer early, had a biopsy, 
dealt with her diagnosis, and overcame 
the challenges. McKenna’s experience 
is a testament to the virtue of early de-
tection. 

Take care of yourself when you are 
outside or any other time you may be 
exposed to UV light. This is extremely 
important for residents of Florida and 
people across the Nation. This summer, 
enjoy the beach safely and responsibly. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE IS HAPPENING 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, a 
new global record was set last week, 
but this is not a good record. The at-
mospheric concentration of carbon di-
oxide surpassed 400 parts per million 
for an entire month. This is the first 
time we have reached these levels in 
over 800,000 years. This is a serious and 
a potent reminder that we have not yet 
acted on climate change. 

The last time CO2 concentrations 
were this high, the world was a hotter 
place. There were forests in the Arctic, 
and sea levels were meters higher than 
they are today. 

Our planet is telling us that climate 
change is happening. We owe it to our 

constituents to put aside partisan dif-
ferences and to begin to work on solu-
tions to this global problem. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHIEF 
FLOYD SIMPSON 

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I 
am here today to honor a friend who 
recently died in a motorcycle accident. 
On May 3, in my hometown of Corpus 
Christi, our police chief, Floyd Simp-
son, died. 

Originally from Chicago, Chief Simp-
son felt drawn to Texas. As a 25-year 
veteran of the Dallas Police Depart-
ment before moving to Corpus Christi, 
Chief Simpson established a reputation 
as a ‘‘legend in the department,’’ and 
according to his peers, he was an out-
standing ‘‘human being, husband, and 
father.’’ 

He was a great communicator, regu-
larly appearing on the radio and at 
community events throughout the 
Coastal Bend. In his interview for the 
job of chief of police, Corpus Christi 
City Manager Ron Olson asked him to 
describe his values. Chief Simpson re-
plied that faith comes first, family sec-
ond, and everything else comes after 
that. 

In the wake of Chief Simpson’s pass-
ing, State and local officials are com-
ing together to make State Highway 
361 safer. Even in death, he will con-
tinue to help keep others safe. 

My heart and prayers go out to 
Tanya, Chief Simpson’s wife of 27 
years, and his children. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1601 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. YOUNG of Iowa) at 4 
o’clock and 1 minute p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON H.R. 2250, LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, from the 
Committee on Appropriations, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No. 
114–110) on the bill (H.R. 2250) making 
appropriations for the Legislative 
Branch for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the Union Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of 
order are reserved on the bill. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:32 May 13, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12MY7.006 H12MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2827 May 12, 2015 
REGULATORY INTEGRITY 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2015 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 1732. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). Is there ob-
jection to the request of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 231 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1732. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. YOUNG) to preside over 
the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1602 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1732) to 
preserve existing rights and respon-
sibilities with respect to waters of the 
United States, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. YOUNG of Iowa in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania 

(Mr. SHUSTER) and the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chair, I rise today in strong sup-
port of H.R. 1732, the Regulatory Integ-
rity Protection Act. 

The Federal-State partnership Con-
gress created under the Clean Water 
Act has led to significantly improved 
water quality over the past four dec-
ades. This is because Congress recog-
nized that States should have the pri-
mary responsibility of regulating 
waters within their own boundaries 
and that not all waters need to be sub-
jected to Federal jurisdiction. These 
limits on Federal power have also been 
reaffirmed by the Supreme Court not 
once, but twice. 

However, last year, the EPA and the 
Corps of Engineers proposed a new rule 
that discards these limits. This pur-
posefully vague rule will only increase 
confusion, increase uncertainty, in-
crease lawsuits, and open up just about 
any water or wet area to Federal regu-
lation. 

Don’t just take my word for it. At 
least 32 States, including Pennsyl-
vania, are objecting to the rule as pro-
posed. More than 1 million comments 
have been filed on this proposed rule, 
with approximately 70 percent of the 
substantive comments asking for the 
rule to be withdrawn or significantly 
modified. 

Mr. Chair, 370 individual counties and 
the National Association of Counties 

oppose the rule. The National League 
of Cities, the U.S. Conference of May-
ors, and the National Association of 
Towns and Townships all oppose this 
rule. 

The majority of the regulated com-
munity opposes the rule, including the 
American Farm Bureau, the National 
Association of Home Builders, the As-
sociated General Contractors of Amer-
ica, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
the National Association of Manufac-
turers, the Edison Electric Institute, 
the National Mining Association, and 
the American Road and Transportation 
Builders Association. 

This list of those opposed to this rule 
goes on and on and on. Not only do all 
these groups oppose the rule, but they 
all support H.R. 1732, the Regulatory 
Integrity Protection Act. 

I will insert the list of supporters in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at this 
time. 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR H.R. 1732 

AgriMark, American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, American Public Works Association, 
American Road and Transportation Builders 
Association, Associated Builders and Con-
tractors, Associated General Contractors of 
America, Association of American Railroads, 
Family Farm Alliance, International Coun-
cil of Shopping Centers. 

National Alliance of Forest Owners, Na-
tional Association of Counties, National As-
sociation of Homebuilders, National Associa-
tion of Realtors, National Association of Re-
gional Councils, National Association of 
Wheat Growers, National League of Cities, 
National Multifamily Housing Council, Na-
tional Water Resources Association. 

Northeast Dairy Farmers Cooperatives, Or-
egon Dairy Farmers Association, Portland 
Cement Association, Select Milk Producers 
Inc, Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
Council, The American Sugarbeet Growers 
Association, The United States Conference of 
Mayors, Virginia Poultry Federation, Waters 
Advocacy Coalition. 

National Association of Manufacturers. 

LIST OF SUPPORTERS FOR H.R. 1732 

Agricultural Retailers Association, Amer-
ican Exploration & Mining Association, 
American Farm Bureau Federation, Amer-
ican Forest & Paper Association, American 
Gas Association, American Iron and Steel In-
stitute, American Petroleum Institute, 
American Public Power Association, Amer-
ican Road & Transportation Builders Asso-
ciation, American Society of Golf Course Ar-
chitects. 

Associated Builders and Contractors, The 
Associated General Contractors of America, 
Association of American Railroads, Associa-
tion of Oil Pipe Lines, Club Managers Asso-
ciation of America, Corn Refiners Associa-
tion, CropLife America, Edison Electric In-
stitute, Federal Forest Resources Coalition, 
The Fertilizer Institute. 

Florida Sugar Cane League, Foundation 
for Environmental and Economic Progress 
(FEEP), Golf Course Builders Association of 
America, Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America, The Independent Petro-
leum Association of America (IPAA), Indus-
trial Minerals Association—North America, 
International Council of Shopping Centers 
(ICSC), International Liquid Terminals Asso-
ciation (ILTA), Interstate Natural Gas Asso-
ciation of America (INGAA), Irrigation Asso-
ciation. 

Leading Builders of America, NAIOP, the 
Commercial Real Estate Development Asso-

ciation, National Association of Home Build-
ers, National Association Association of 
Manufacturers, National Association of RE-
ALTORS®, National Association of State 
Department of Agriculture, National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association, National Club Asso-
ciation, National Corn Growers Association, 
National Cotton. 

National Cotton Council, National Council 
of Farmer Cooperatives, National Golf 
Course Owners Association of America, Na-
tional Industrial Sand Association, National 
Mining Association, National Multifamily 
Housing Council, National Oilseed Proc-
essors Association, National Pork Producers 
Council (NPPC), National Rural Electric Co-
operative Association, National Stone, Sand 
and Gravel Association (NSSGA). 

Portland Cement Association, Public 
Lands, Responsible Industry for a Sound En-
vironment (RISE), Southeastern Lumber 
Manufacturers Association Southern Crop 
Production Association, Sports Turf Man-
agers Association, Texas Wildlife Associa-
tion, Treated Wood Council, United Egg Pro-
ducers, U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. SHUSTER. I next want to read a 
quote from a constituent of mine, 
Marty Yahner, a farmer from Cambria 
County, Pennsylvania. 

‘‘This illegal power grab clearly goes 
far beyond the power granted to the 
EPA by Congress through the Clean 
Water Act. Farmers, like me, are very 
concerned about the proposal giving 
unprecedented power to government 
agencies over how farmers can use 
their land. I’m also worried that the 
proposed rules will adversely impact 
the next generation being able to 
farm.’’ 

That is not a Member of Congress. 
That is not a government official. That 
is a real-life farmer, and he has real 
concerns. 

This rule will have serious economic 
consequences not just for our farmers, 
but for many others. This rule will 
threaten jobs and result in costly liti-
gation. It will restrict the rights of 
landowners and the rights of States 
and local governments to carry out 
their economic development plans. 

H.R. 1732, the Regulatory Integrity 
Protection Act, requires the agencies 
to withdraw the flawed rule, consult 
with States and local governments and 
other stakeholders, and then use that 
input to develop and repropose a new 
rule that works. 

This bill gives the agencies, their 
State partners, and stakeholders an-
other chance to work together and de-
velop a rule that does what was in-
tended, provide clarity. This is a 
chance to find the thoughtful, balanced 
regulatory approach that is necessary. 

We all want to protect our waters. 
With this bill, we have a chance to do 
that by restoring integrity to the rule-
making process and restore common 
sense. 

With this bill, we have a chance to 
tell the administration, the EPA, and 
the Corps to do it right this time. 

I urge all Members to support H.R. 
1732, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in opposition to this bill, H.R. 
1732, very aptly name the RIP Act, rest 
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