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to a series of events which attracts 
thousands of survivors and law enforce-
ment officers to our Nation’s Capital 
each year. National Police Week draws 
in between 25,000 and 40,000 partici-
pants. 

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service, which is sponsored by the 
Grand Lodge of the Fraternal Order of 
Police, is one in a series of events 
which includes the candlelight vigil, 
which is sponsored by the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Fund, and seminars sponsored by Con-
cerns of Police Survivors. 

The attendees come from depart-
ments throughout the United States as 
well as from agencies throughout the 
world. This provides a unique oppor-
tunity to meet others who share a com-
mon brotherhood. 

Our police force all around America 
plays an essential role in our commu-
nities, putting their lives on the line 
every day to protect us. 

Just last week, in my home State of 
New York, a member of the NYPD, 25- 
year-old Brian Moore from Long Is-
land, was killed in the line of duty. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
speak for so many fellow Long Island-
ers who want his family to know that 
Brian remains in our thoughts and our 
prayers during this very difficult time. 

Marc Mogil, a Floridian and former 
New Yorker, recently wrote to me very 
passionately, defending the law en-
forcement community, stating in part: 
‘‘Police officers merit our unwavering 
appreciation and support as loyal 
Americans and our awareness of the 
traditional and touching parting words 
almost always used amongst them: 
‘stay safe.’ ’’ 

It is my strongly held belief that no 
child should grow up fearing or lacking 
respect for law enforcement. And for 
those who consider themselves to be 
protesters, who resort to violence and 
stealing and burning down a church- 
run senior center, you lose any shot of 
moral high ground when you resort to 
those tactics. It is so unfortunate that 
today, in our society, we have this 
antipolice culture, with people acting 
with unjustified acts of violence 
against our police force. 

Our police serve and protect us to 
keep our communities and citizens 
safe. This week, we honor them for 
their acts of selfless courage and lead-
ership in our community. 
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INVESTING IN AMERICA’S 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, last night, 
America witnessed a tragic accident 
that occurred when the Amtrak train 
going from Washington, D.C., to New 
York derailed outside of Philadelphia. 
We mourn the loss of lives and those 
that were injured, and our thoughts 
and prayers go to the families who 
were involved in that tragic accident 

last night. And while we do not know 
the cause of that accident, we do know 
that America desperately needs to in-
vest in its infrastructure. 

Yes, this week is National Infrastruc-
ture Week, and we have 6 legislative 
days left to fund America’s national 
transportation system—6 days. For 2 
years, we have been kicking this can 
down the road, and I suspect we will 
find some temporary means of funding 
before the end of this month. However, 
America needs a long-term means of 
investing in its infrastructure, a long- 
term means that will allow for 5 years 
of planning for investments in our 
roads, our bridges, in our transit sys-
tems, in our railway systems, and in 
our water infrastructure. 

We are experiencing a terrible 
drought out in California, and it is long 
overdue that we invest in California 
and in America’s water systems. 

So as we acknowledge this week 
being National Infrastructure Week, it 
is important that we remember that it 
is long overdue that Congress come to-
gether in a bipartisan fashion to pro-
vide long-term funding that will allow 
long-term planning to provide the same 
kinds of investments that our parents 
and our grandparents made in this 
country years ago that we are living 
off of today. 

THE HMONG VETERANS’ SERVICE RECOGNITION 
ACT 

Mr. COSTA. In addition, Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor the service of Hmong 
and Lao Americans who fought for the 
United States during the Vietnam war. 

The Central Intelligence Agency in 
the 1960s covertly trained Hmong men 
and women in Laos, and the Hmong 
special guerilla unit was formed, other-
wise known as the SGU. They directed 
them in the compact to support U.S. 
forces. 

These indigenous forces conducted di-
rect missions against communists, 
fighting side-by-side American soldiers 
and saving countless American lives. 
That is why President Ford, in 1975, 
signed an executive order granting 
these Hmong soldiers and their fami-
lies the ability to gain access as per-
manent residents for their service to 
our country if they could make it to 
America, and many of them did. 

More than 100,000 Hmong soldiers 
made the ultimate sacrifice. Today, ap-
proximately 6,000 of those veterans are 
still with us. 

To honor and to recognize the service 
of these brave veterans, the gentleman 
from California, Congressman PAUL 
COOK, and I will be reintroducing a bi-
partisan piece of legislation, the 
Hmong Veterans’ Service Recognition 
Act. This legislation would allow the 
burial of these Hmong veterans who 
live here today and their families in 
national cemeteries, like the San Joa-
quin Valley National Cemetery in 
Merced County. 

This recognition is long overdue. We 
granted it to Filipino soldiers who 
fought side-by-side with American sol-
diers in World War II. 

I hope my colleagues will support 
this legislation to ensure that those 
Hmong veterans and their families re-
ceive the proper recognition by pro-
viding them the burial rights that they 
have earned. Again, it is long overdue. 
There are less than 6,000 of them that 
are still alive today in America. I 
think it is appropriate that we finally 
honor them. 
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IN DEFENSE OF LIFE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about an 
issue that I care deeply about: pro-
tecting unborn babies. 

Later today, this body will vote on 
H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act. This legislation should 
not be controversial. It simply protects 
unborn babies that a preponderance of 
scientific evidence has proven can feel 
pain. We are talking about the sixth 
month of pregnancy. 

This bill is an important step in pro-
tecting the unborn. I am a proud co-
sponsor. I look forward to casting my 
vote in favor of the legislation later 
today. 

Recently, a group of students at West 
Virginia University made news for cou-
rageously speaking out in defense of 
life at an abortion clinic near Morgan-
town. I know firsthand that it is not al-
ways politically correct to stand for 
your values, but we should never back 
down from protecting the unborn. 

I applaud these brave WVU students 
for their actions. Their willingness to 
stand for life reminds me of my days at 
Dartmouth College, when I served as 
the president of the Dartmouth Coali-
tion for Life. I remember standing in 
the cafeteria and handing out edu-
cational materials about protecting 
the unborn and the development of life. 
While I may not have won any popu-
larity contest by standing up for my 
beliefs that life is precious and abor-
tion is wrong, I sure got my fellow stu-
dents thinking about the pro-life issue. 

My pro-life commitment was ce-
mented even further when I became a 
father. I have three children. And actu-
ally today, my youngest daughter 
turns 7 months old. 

I am pleased to represent the State of 
West Virginia, where the pro-life move-
ment is thriving, and the rights of the 
unborn are being restored. In fact, just 
this past February, our West Virginia 
State Legislature passed our own Pain- 
Capable Unborn Protection Act by wide 
bipartisan margins. 

In the State Senate of West Virginia, 
the exact same bill banning abortion 
after 20 weeks passed the State Senate 
of West Virginia by a vote of 29–5, with 
11 of 16 Democrat State senators in my 
State—that is 68 percent of the Demo-
crats—voting for the bill. In the West 
Virginia State House of Delegates, the 
vote was 88–12; again, with two-thirds 
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