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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, April 28, 2015.
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. THORNBERRY: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 1735, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.

This legislation contains provisions within
the Committee on Agriculture’s Rule X ju-
risdiction. As a result of your having con-
sulted with the Committee and in order to
expedite this bill for floor consideration, the
Committee on Agriculture will forego action
on the bill. This is being done on the basis of
our mutual understanding that doing so will
in no way diminish or alter the jurisdiction
of the Committee on Agriculture with re-
spect to the appointment of conferees, or to
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill or similar
legislation.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding, and
would request that you include a copy of this
letter and your response in the Committee
Report and in the Congressional Record dur-
ing the floor consideration of this bill.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Committee on Agriculture
has a valid jurisdictional claim to a provi-
sion in this important legislation, and I am
most appreciative of your decision not to re-
quest a referral in the interest of expediting
consideration of the bill. I agree that by
foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on Agriculture is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE
WORKFORCE,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. WIiLLIAM M. ‘‘MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to con-
firm our mutual understanding with respect
to H.R. 1735, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016. Thank you for
consulting with the Committee on Education
and the Workforce with regard to HR. 1735 on
those matters within the Committee’s juris-
diction.

In the interest of expediting the House’s
consideration of H.R. 1735, the Committee on
Education and the Workforce will forgo fur-
ther consideration of this bill. However, I do
so only with the understanding this proce-
dural route will not be construed to preju-
dice my Committee’s jurisdictional interest
and prerogatives on this bill or any other
similar legislation and will not be considered
as precedent for consideration of matters of
jurisdictional interest to my Committee in
the future.

I respectfully request your support for the
appointment of outside conferees from the
Committee on Education and the Workforce

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

should this bill or a similar bill be consid-
ered in a conference with the Senate. I also
request you include our exchange of letters
on this matter in the Committee Report on
H.R. 1735 and in the Congressional Record
during consideration of this bill on the
House Floor. Thank you for your attention
to these matters.
Sincerely,
JOHN KLINE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. JOHN KLINE,
Chairman, Committee on Education and the
Workforce, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Committee on Education
and the Workforce has valid jurisdictional
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative
of your decision not to request a referral in
the interest of expediting consideration of
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Education
and the Workforce is not waiving its juris-
diction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. WILLIAM M. “MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY: I write to
confirm our mutual understanding regarding
H.R. 1735, the ‘‘National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016.”” While the leg-
islation does contain provisions within the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, the Committee will not request a
sequential referral so that it can proceed ex-
peditiously to the House floor for consider-
ation.

The Committee takes this action with the
understanding that its jurisdictional inter-
ests over this and similar legislation are in
no way diminished or altered, and that the
Committee will be appropriately consulted
and involved as such legislation moves for-
ward. The Committee also reserves the right
to seek appointment to any House-Senate
conference on such legislation and requests
your support when such a request is made.

Finally, I would appreciate a response to
this letter confirming this understanding
and ask that a copy of our exchange of let-
ters be included in the Congressional Record
during consideration of H.R. 1735 on the
House floor.

Sincerely,
FRED UPTON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. FRED UPTON,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
1 agree that the Committee on Energy and
Commerce has valid jurisdictional claims to
certain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
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agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on Energy and Commerce is
not waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.
Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC’’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired.

Under the rule, the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
BABIN) having assumed the chair, Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana, Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense and for military construc-
tion, to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

——————

JOINT REAPPOINTMENT OF INDI-
VIDUALS TO BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF OFFICE OF COMPLI-
ANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the
Speaker and minority leader of the

House of Representatives and the ma-
jority and minority leaders of the
United States Senate, their joint re-
appointment, pursuant to section 301 of
the Congressional Accountability Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381), as amended by
Public Law 114-6, of the following indi-
viduals on May 13, 2015, each to a 2-
year term on the Board of Directors of
the Office of Compliance:

Ms. Barbara L. Camens, Washington,
D.C., Chair

Ms. Roberta L. Holzwarth, Rockford,
Illinois

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to sections 5580
and 5581 of the revised statutes (20
U.S.C. 42-43), and the order of the
House of January 6, 2015, of the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the
House to the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution:

Mr. BECERRA, California

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
HARRY S. TRUMAN SCHOLAR-
SHIP FOUNDATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 20 TU.S.C.
2004(b), and the order of the House of
January 6, 2015, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the
Board of Trustees of the Harry S. Tru-
man Scholarship Foundation:
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