
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2955 May 13, 2015 
we give opportunity to veterans. It pro-
vides eligible veterans up to 36 months 
of education benefits. Frankly, I think 
you and I probably would like to see 
that greatly expanded to include a full 
education; 1700 colleges and univer-
sities are supplemented by post-GI Bill 
benefits. 

Fifty-one percent of student veterans 
earn their degree from an institution of 
higher education. From 2009–2012, there 
has been an increase of veterans using 
their benefits by 67 percent. When we 
are faced with the question when it 
comes to veterans funding or NDAA 
considerations that we make, should 
we be expanding the educational oppor-
tunities for our veterans, or should we 
be reducing it? 

Mr. POLIS. I am just so excited and 
honored to represent a district that has 
two of our State flagship universities: 
Colorado State University in Fort Col-
lins—go Rams—and University of Colo-
rado Boulder—go Bucks. 

We have had interns in our office 
that were only able to attend those in-
stitutions because of the GI Bill, re-
turning post-9/11 veterans who were 
able to fulfill their dream of getting a 
higher education at a time where you 
and I know it is increasingly costly to 
get that education. 

My goodness, you Californians pay 
$35,000 a year to come to CU; but even 
our instate folks are paying $9,000 a 
year just to go to college. Not a lot of 
families can afford that in discre-
tionary income when you add in food 
and lodging and everything else. 

Those who have served our country 
are able to avail themselves of this tre-
mendous opportunity, the GI Bill. We 
need to renew our commitment to 
those folks. We need to make sure that 
it is there to fund their education, in 
an increasingly costly educational en-
vironment, that they can have the 
skills they need. 

I would like to see more ways where 
they can get credit for some of the 
skills they learned in the military. 
Some of those convey over and appro-
priately should be granted credit at in-
stitutions of higher education, so there 
is a lot more we can do. 

So many veterans that I have 
interacted with on both campuses are 
just so grateful. I want to make sure 
that we defend and I know Democrats 
here are standing in the line of defense 
of the post-9/11 GI Bill. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Oth-
ers that were in the last Congress—and 
I was a big supporter of the Veteran 
Employment Transition Act that made 
permanent the work opportunity tax 
credit for qualified veterans and also 
the Troop Talent Act by our colleague, 
a veteran herself, TAMMY DUCKWORTH, 
which would direct the Department of 
Defense to make information on civil-
ian credentialing opportunities avail-
able to members of the Armed Forces 
at every stage of their training for oc-
cupational specialties. 

The Future Forum we just launched 
last month, we went to New York and 
Boston and San Francisco. 

Mr. POLIS. We are coming to Denver 
soon, right? 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. We 
are coming to Denver soon, yes. 

Mr. POLIS. I am looking forward to 
it. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. You 
are going to host us out there in Den-
ver. We are going to make a mile-high 
difference there for young people, and I 
very much look forward to that. 

At these conversations that we have 
had under the #futureforum, whether 
they are in the audience or they are 
tweeting at us, what we have learned is 
that young people today—veterans and 
just millennials alike—right now, their 
top issues, I believe, from what we have 
heard, are student loan debt, access to 
entrepreneurship, equality and making 
sure that we have equal pay for equal 
work, as well as climate change. 

When it comes to veterans, every au-
dience we were in front of had a vet-
eran there, and every audience thought 
we weren’t doing enough to take care 
of our veterans. 

I think the message I want to put out 
there tonight—and continue the con-
versation on social media under 
#futureforum—is we must stand up and 
serve our veterans as well as they have 
stood up and served us as a country. 

Mr. POLIS, I will leave it to you for 
any closing thoughts on how we can 
best serve our veterans. 

Mr. POLIS. Well, I just wanted to 
add, again, particularly in the West, in 
districts like mine, many veterans who 
have settled in Eagle and Summit 
Counties or in the Boulder area really 
have seen their experiences and inter-
actions with the outdoors and our envi-
ronment as an important part of their 
healing experience. 

That is why we see such great sup-
port for a number of nonprofits that 
help get veterans out hiking and 
biking; why the young veterans, in 
turn, are strong supporters of wilder-
ness proposals; and why I think so 
many returning veterans would benefit 
from a veterans conservation corps 
that really got them out there working 
with their hands and their hearts, pre-
serving some of that same natural her-
itage that, when they saw displayed on 
the movie screen while our national 
anthem played in Afghanistan or Iraq, 
gave them the inspiration that they 
needed to be able to continue to serve 
our country so well for another day. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Thank 
you, Mr. POLIS. Thank you, Mr. 
MOULTON, a veteran himself. Also, 
thank you to Mr. KILMER. 

The Future Forum, we will be back 
in a few weeks talking about a variety 
of issues that are facing young people; 
but this is not us talking to you. As 
you saw tonight, I read a number of 
tweets live here on the House floor and 
was tweeting as we were having this 
conversation. 

Our goal is to talk about the issues, 
have a conversation, but really listen 
to you and what you care about as 
millennials. We look forward to being 

back here on the floor and out across 
America as the Future Forum, looking 
out for what is best for millennials and 
standing up here in Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MOOLENAAR). Pursuant to clause 12(a) 
of rule I, the Chair declares the House 
in recess subject to the call of the 
Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 p.m.), the House 
stood in recess. 

f 

b 2300 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SESSIONS) at 11 o’clock 
p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1735, NATIONAL 
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

Mr. BYRNE, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 114–112) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 260) providing for further consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense and for military construc-
tion, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today (sec-
ond series) on account of official busi-
ness. 

Mrs. CAPPS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for May 12 through May 21 on 
account of medical reasons. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 651. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
820 Elmwood Avenue in Providence, Rhode 
Island, as the ‘‘Sister Ann Keefe Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 1075. An act to designate the United 
States Customs and Border Protection Port 
of Entry located at First Street and Pan 
American Avenue in Douglas, Arizona, as the 
‘‘Raul Hector Castro Port of Entry’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 
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