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the jurisdictional interests of the Foreign
Affairs Committee in this bill, any subse-
quent amendments, or similar legislation. I
request your support for the appointment of
House Foreign Affairs conferees during any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.

Finally, I respectfully request that you in-
clude this letter and your response in your
committee report on the bill and in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of
H.R. 1735 on the House floor.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC” THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you
concerning the jurisdictional interest of the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform in matters being considered in H.R.
1735, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016.

Our committee recognizes the importance
of H.R. 1735 and the need for the legislation
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over the
bill, I do not intend to request a sequential
referral. This, of course, is conditional on
our mutual understanding that nothing in
this legislation or my decision to forego a se-
quential referral waives, reduces or other-
wise affects the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, and that a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging our jurisdictional
interest will be included in the Committee
Report and as part of the Congressional
Record during consideration of this bill by
the House.

The Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform also asks that you support our
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request to be conferees on the provisions
over which we have jurisdiction during any
House-Senate conference.
Thank you for your consideration in this
matter.
Sincerely,
JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform has valid jurisdictional
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative
of your decision not to request a referral in
the interest of expediting consideration of
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. MAC THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In recognition of the
importance of expediting the passage of H.R.
1735, the ‘‘Fiscal Year 2016 National Defense
Authorization Bill”’, the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence hereby
waives further consideration of the bill. The
Committee has jurisdictional interests in
H.R. 1735, including intelligence and intel-
ligence-related authorizations and provisions
in the amendment.

The Committee takes this action only with
the understanding that this procedural route
should not be construed to prejudice the
House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence’s jurisdictional interest over
this bill or any similar bill and will not be
considered precedent for consideration of
matters of jurisdictional interest to the
Committee in the future, including in con-
nection with any subsequent consideration
of the bill by the House. In addition, the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence
will seek conferees on any provisions in the
bill that are within its jurisdiction during
any House-Senate conference that may be
convened on this legislation.

Finally, I would ask that you include a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter in the Congressional Record during the
House debate on H.R. 1735. I appreciate the
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constructive work between our committees
on this matter and thank you for your con-
sideration.
Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.
I agree that the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. ‘“MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman.

———

TTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INCAR-
CERATION OF SEVERAL PROMI-
NENT MEMBERS OF THE BAHA'I
COMMUNITY BY THE IRANIAN
REGIME

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 14, 2015

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 7th anniversary of the
incarceration of several prominent members of
the Baha’i community by the Iranian regime.

The 9th District of lllinois is home to the
Baha'i House of Worship—which | just visited
last week—and many members of the Baha'i
faith. | have heard many stories about the Ira-
nian government’'s mistreatment of the Baha'i
community, and those stories are truly heart-
breaking. Members of the Baha’i community
face the constant risk of violence, arrest or
worse, and suffer significant discrimination as
they go about their daily lives.

The arrest and conviction of these Baha’i
leaders is but one example of a much larger
problem of human rights abuses. | call on the
Iranian government to release the seven
Baha’i leaders who have been in their custody
for so long and to change the way it treats re-
ligious minorities—including members of the
Baha’i community.
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