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my constituent, Ms. Becky Mudd. Becky ran a
263-mile course from Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia to the border of Arizona in nine days to
raise public awareness of and funds for pedi-
atric cancer research. Over the nine day pe-
riod, Becky ran daily and dedicated parts of
her journey to different forms of childhood
cancer. She dedicated the first day of her run
to Samuel Jeffers who at age 8 lost his life to
brain cancer. The Jeffers family was Becky’s
support crew during her run.

As Becky neared the halfway point of her
run in the city of Banning, California, the po-
lice chief rode alongside her on a bicycle.
Becky made a brief stop at Banning City Hall
to meet with families who had lost children to
cancer. She surpassed her fundraising goal,
raising more than $7,500 to support the Pedi-
atric Cancer Research Foundation. Through
her activism, Becky has touched the lives of
families and children who have been affected
by pediatric cancer.

Becky is supporting a tremendous effort to
raise public awareness of a disease that this
year is estimated by the American Cancer So-
ciety to affect 10,380 children in the United
States under the age of 15. Her daily efforts
to bring pediatric cancer to the forefront hon-
ors the memory of her two sisters, Robin Ross
and Rhonda Ross, both of whom lost their
lives to cancer.

Becky was born and raised in Orange
County, California. She is a resident of my
48th Congressional District in Laguna Beach,
California and a longtime employee of the Or-
ange County Water District. | commend and
applaud her unstinting work to support pedi-
atric cancer research. It is my honor to join
with my colleagues in recognition of Becky
Mudd.

HONORING HENRY JABLONSKI
HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
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Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | submit these
remarks to commemorate the life of my col-
league and friend Henry Jablonski of
Christiansburg, Virginia, who passed away on
April 26, 2015.

Born in Wilmington, Delaware, Henry went
on to attend the University of Delaware, where
he studied physics. He went on to work for
Hercules, Inc. in Salt Lake City, Utah, Prince-
ton, New Jersey, and Radford, Virginia. He
married fellow Wilmington native Norma while
in Salt Lake City. The pair were married for 53
years before Norma passed away in 2012. In
Princeton his son Neil was born, and his
daughter Jennifer was born in Radford.

Henry truly was a rocket scientist, having
worked in Utah to demonstrate the reliability of
the Minute Man and Polaris missile stages. In
1967, Henry moved to Southwest Virginia in
order to assist in designing a Hercules auto-
mated manufacturing facility for propellants.

After 36 years of service, Henry retired from
Hercules Inc./Alliant Techsystems in 1995.
Later, he returned to work at the Radford
Army Ammunition Plant at Valentec Systems,
Inc., where he provided engineering and man-
agement services for a manufacturing oper-
ation.

Additionally, Henry was very involved in
public service. He was elected to the Mont-
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gomery County Board of Supervisors for four
terms, and served from 1982-1997 as the
county’s District D representative. During that
time, Henry was elected Chairman of the
Board for three years and Vice Chairman for
seven years.

From 1982-1997, Henry also served on the
Montgomery County Public Service Authority
(as Chairman for two years and as Vice Chair-
man for two years) and the New River Valley
Planning District Commission (again as Chair-
man for two years and Vice Chairman for two
years).

Additionally, Henry was active with the
Montgomery County Regional Economic De-
velopment Commission (from 1988-1993), the
New River Valley Development Corp. (from
1985-1997, Vice President and Board of Di-
rectors), the MBC (Montgomery County,
Blacksburg,  Christiansburg)  Development
Corp. (from 1990-1997, Board of Directors),
the Montgomery County Planning Commission
(from 1994-1996), the Montgomery County/
Floyd County Regional Library—Main Branch
Building Commission (from 1986-1987), the
Montgomery County School Site Selection
Committee (from 1996-1997), and the Riner
Fire Station Building Committee (from 1984—
1985, Chairman).

Henry served on the Boards of Directors of
the Warm Hearth Village and the Montgomery
Museum and Lewis Miller Regional Art Center.
Henry was the chairman of and a writer for the
museum’s book project committee. This com-
mittee lead to the publication of the 772-page
book Virginia’'s Montgomery County, which
covers the history of the county.

Further, Henry served in the United States
Air Force Reserves from 1958-1963, and
graduated from the Aircraft and Engine Me-
chanics School at Sheppard Air Force Base in
Texas.

Henry is survived by son, Neil Jablonski and
wife, Dianna, of Spotsylvania, Virginia; daugh-
ter, Jennifer Jablonski, of Columbia, South
Carolina; and sisters, Pat Allen, of Kansas
City, Missouri; Nannette Cannon and husband,
Jim, of Wilmington, Delaware, and Mary Julia
Stachecki and husband, Chester, of Dover,
Delaware. Henry was predeceased by cher-
ished wife, Norma.

A man whose legacy and love for family,
neighbors, and community will long be remem-
bered, Henry will be greatly missed. | am hon-
ored to pay tribute to Henry’s many contribu-
tions. My thoughts and prayers go out to his
family and loved ones.

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUN SHOW
LOOPHOLE CLOSING ACT
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Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | am honored to introduce today
the Gun Show Loophole Closing Act—critical
legislation to keep dangerous weapons away
from criminals and other prohibited persons.
First proposed by my friend and former col-
league Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, | am humbled
to continue her important effort to end gun vio-
lence, and this legislation would take an im-
portant step forward.

States across the country, including my
home state of New York, have recognized the
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danger posed by this significant gap in our
gun laws that allows complete strangers to
buy and sell guns without the background
check requirements Congress passed in the
Brady Bill. 'm proud that there is momentum
around the country to update our gun laws
and ensure that weapons do not end up in the
wrong hands—but the fact is that we need a
federal solution to this national problem. The
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives has cited gun shows as a “major
trafficking channel”, and lax gun show regula-
tions in one state can allow guns in the hands
of criminals in communities many states away.

The Gun Show Loophole Closing Act will
close this gap in existing law and give the ATF
the resources and authority it needs to ensure
that gun shows do not facilitate dangerous
gun sales. The legislation will make sure that
law enforcement knows the details about
shows and that records are kept on firearm
sales. These common-sense measures will
bring consistent national standards to gun
shows, help combat gun trafficking, and keep
guns out of the wrong hands.

| hope my colleagues will join me to support
this important effort.

——————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 13, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Chair, | rise to discuss
several important provisions included in H.R.
1735, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016. The bill provides critical
authorities to support our men and women in
uniform.

In particular, | appreciate the leadership of
Readiness Chairman, Rep. RoB WITTMAN of
Virginia, and the way we have worked to-
gether to address the readiness of our United
States military. The underlying bill takes im-
portant steps to provide authorities and funds
to support for the readiness of our military to
meet the full spectrum of threats.

However, | have concerns about an amend-
ment that is in en-bloc package 1 and spon-
sored by Congressman HANNA of New York.
While | do not oppose the entire en-bloc pack-
age | am concerned about the potential im-
pacts of Mr. HANNA’s amendment on reverse
auctions. In last year's defense bill we carried
a provision that provided a framework to con-
duct reverse auctions in the Department of
Defense. | am concerned that Mr. HANNA’s
amendment, as offered, is too broad and does
not allow ample time for the DoD to implement
what we required just months ago.

The amendment would restrict the use of re-
verse auctions on procurement of certain
items for the protection of Federal employees
or members of the Armed Forces. Such broad
language could include items that are more
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