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and lifelong activist; Billy Strayhorn, the musi-
cian and gifted composer whose 30-year col-
laboration with Duke Ellington gave the world 
some of the greatest jazz music ever; Tom 
Waddell, army medical doctor and Olympic 
athlete; and James Baldwin, one of the tow-
ering figures in the history of American lit-
erature. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to acknowledge 
the achievements of just a few of the count-
less number of Americans who overcame prej-
udice and discrimination to make America a 
more welcoming place for succeeding genera-
tions of LGBT community members. 

f 

HONORING BRIGETTA K. TURNER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Dr. Brigetta K. Turner, who is a 1982 
graduate of Tougaloo College and obtained 
her Doctorate of Dental Surgery Degree from 
Meharry Medical College. She presently prac-
tices dentistry on Tougaloo’s campus in the 
Owens Health and Wellness Center and has 
been in private practice for over 25 years. 

She loves playing the piano and shares her 
gift at Mt. Nebo M. B. Church. She loves 
Tougaloo and is ready to help bring Tougaloo 
to the world. Dr. Turner is a life member of 
TCNAA, a 2008 Hall of Fame Inductee. She is 
also the Secretary of the Mississippi Dental 
Society. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Brigetta K. Turner for her 
dedication to serving others. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
REVEREND GUY S. MCKENZIE 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding individual, Reverend 
Guy S. McKenzie of Owingsville, Kentucky, for 
his distinguished military service during World 
War II. Reverend McKenzie served our nation 
in uniform from 1943 to 1946. 

Reverend McKenzie spent his early years in 
farming. At the age of 19, he enlisted in the 
United States Navy. Shortly after enlisting, he 
began a three year tour in the South Pacific. 

Not long after his deployment, Reverend 
McKenzie was assigned to the USS Houston. 
While the ship was traveling from Pearl Harbor 
to Formosa, now known as Taiwan, the ship 
came under heavy fire from the Japanese. It 
was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine, cut-
ting an immense gash in the side of her hull. 
As the ship was sinking, Reverend McKenzie 
thought about his life and wondered if these 
were his final moments on earth. He jumped 
in the water, began to pray, and promised the 
Lord that he would serve him for the rest of 
his life if he would be spared. After floating for 
some time in the ocean, the USS Loftberg 
came along and rescued McKenzie and the 
remaining survivors. 

Reverend McKenzie spent the rest of his 
tour of duty aboard the USS Loftberg. He was 
honorably discharged from the United States 
Navy in 1946 with the rank of First Seaman 
and returned home to his family. Two years 
after his return, he kept his promise and gave 
his life to the Lord. 

Ten years later, he began preaching. Rev-
erend McKenzie retired after 26 years of 
pastoring. Because of his love, compassion, 
and caring service, he impacted many lives. 
Reverend McKenzie has been married to 
Joyce for 70 years. They have six children, 
eleven grandchildren, ten great grandchildren, 
and two great, great grandchildren. Reverend 
McKenzie is to be commended for his brave 
service to his country, his strong passion for 
the Lord, and his loyal life as a family man. 

Reverend McKenzie’s bravery and that of 
his fellow men and women in uniform secured 
our freedoms for future generations. He is 
truly an outstanding American, a protector of 
freedom, and an inspiration to us all. 

f 

HONORING THE WAL-MART 
DISTRIBUTION CENTER 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Wal-Mart Distribution Cen-
ter located in St. James, Missouri, for being 
named the Wal-Mart Distribution Center of the 
Year for 2014. This prestigious award is not 
easily attained as it recognizes just one out of 
all the Wal-Mart distribution centers in the 
United States. 

In order to receive this award, the employ-
ees of the distribution center in St. James dis-
tinguished themselves through their hard work, 
dedication, and by setting an example for oth-
ers to follow. I am very proud of their service 
to the community of Phelps County and the 
surrounding area. 

Their work ethic is truly admirable and it is 
my pleasure to recognize their achievements 
before the House of Representatives. 

f 

INTRODUCTION STATEMENT: GUN 
VIOLENCE RESEARCH LEGISLA-
TION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today I am proud to reintroduce 
legislation to finally permit the use of federal 
funds for long overdue research on firearm 
safety and gun violence. 

For too long, Congress has failed to ad-
dress the public health crisis caused by gun 
violence. On average, there are 32,000 deaths 
and 76,000 injuries from gun violence each 
year in the United States. Gun deaths now 
outpace traffic fatalities in our country. It is 
time to address the epidemic of gun violence 
and prevent future incidents. Public health re-
search will help identify effective solutions we 
can implement in order to save lives. 

The bill I introduce today, with companion 
legislation introduced by Sen. ED MARKEY, 

would authorize $10 million in annual funding 
for the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) through Fiscal Year 2021. This 
funding will allow the CDC to implement the 
research agenda outlined in a 2013 report 
issued by the Institutes of Medicine that identi-
fied areas in need of study to better under-
stand the underlying causes of gun violence 
and develop strategies for prevention. 

Federal funding for gun violence research 
halted in the mid-1990s. As a result, policy-
makers and community leaders lack the au-
thoritative public health research they need to 
address the horrifying persistence of gun vio-
lence. We have more gun-related deaths than 
any other developed country, yet we lack com-
prehensive, scientific information about the 
causes and characteristics of gun violence. 

This public health crisis cannot be ignored 
any longer, and I’m proud to introduce this 
legislation that addresses the epidemic of gun 
violence and identifies the best strategies to 
prevent future incidents. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT 
CHRISTOPHER D. BOOKER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a veteran, Sergeant 
Christopher Dewayne Booker. Christopher has 
shown what can be done through ambition, te-
nacity and a desire to serve others. 

Sergeant Christopher D. Booker a resident 
of Cary, MS was born April 23, 1971, to Gloria 
and Willie Booker. He graduated in 1990 from 
Rolling Fork High School. 

In September 1989 Christopher enlisted in 
the Mississippi Army National Guard. He was 
mobilized for Desert Storm in December 1990 
until May 1991. In November of 2005 to Feb-
ruary of 2006 Sergeant Booker’s unit was acti-
vated to Operation Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan. He retired from the MS National 
Guard in September 2015 after serving over 
twenty-five years. 

Christopher worked for Sharkey County as a 
machine operator for 10 years. Currently, he 
works for the Town of Cary, MS as a Water 
and Sewer Operator. 

Sergeant Booker is a member of E. P. Bap-
tist Church in Rolling Fork, Mississippi since 
1985. He is thoroughly involved in the commu-
nity. He organized the Annual Community 
Clean-up for Maiden Addition, a small commu-
nity in Cary, MS; serves as a volunteer coach 
for both the Cary Little League Softball and 
Baseball teams and is a volunteer firefighter 
for the Town of Cary. Christopher is an avid 
hunter and is the President of the New Fitler 
Hunting Club, a third degree freemason and a 
member of the Faith Outreach Men Bible 
Study at Mt. Zion M. B. Church. 

Christopher has earned several certifi-
cations. He received his certification for Army 
Traffic Safety, Combat Lifesaver, Water Treat-
ment Specialist Phase I, Homeland Security 
Training and Parent Applicant Training. 

He is the proud father of three children, Her-
man D. Scott, Christopher D. Booker and Glo-
ria K. Booker. He has one grandson, Brayden 
Adams. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Sergeant Christopher D. Booker 
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for his passion and dedication to serving our 
great Country, his community and desire to 
make a difference in the lives of others. 

f 

ERIC LI NAMED PRUDENTIAL 
NATIONAL HONOREE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Eric Li for being named one of 
ten national honorees for the 2015 Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards. 

Eric’s dedication to community service start-
ed at a young age when he spearheaded a 
school-wide relief effort following a deadly 
earthquake in Sichuan, China. He and his sis-
ters also founded a nonprofit organization 
called We Care Act. The organization helps 
children around the world recover from major 
natural disasters. Currently, he is teaching his 
peers at Pearland Junior High West to refur-
bish computers that will be sent to orphanages 
in third world countries. 

At such a young age, Eric has already im-
pacted so many children around the world. On 
behalf of the Twenty-Second Congressional 
District, thank you for your commitment to phi-
lanthropy and congratulations on this remark-
able achievement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JOSEPH 
ALEXANDER SCOTT, JR. 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Mr. Joseph Alex-
ander Scott, Jr. The City of San Antonio and 
the Great State of Texas lost a community 
leader, civic activist, job creator, and friend 
with the passing of this great man. 

Born on January 31, 1928 in Dallas, Joe 
Scott spent his life in service to those around 
him. From his service as a Second Lieutenant 
in the United States Army in the Korean War 
to his fourteen years as a teacher in Edge-
wood ISD and his unmatched record as a 
leader in his Eastside community, Joe Scott 
truly embodied the concept of service above 
self. 

Mr. Scott earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Prairie View A&M University, a Master’s de-
gree from Our Lady of the Lake University, 
and attended St. Mary’s University Law 
School. 

Mr. Scott was first and foremost a family 
man. He was the first African-American li-
censed insurance agent in San Antonio and 
founded World Technical Services, Inc. (WTS) 
to provide jobs for people with severe disabil-
ities and those who are unable to find employ-
ment due to past substance abuse or incarcer-
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor the 
legacy of Joseph Alexander Scott, Jr. He was 
my dear friend. I will miss his friendship and 
the City of San Antonio will miss his leader-
ship, but his legacy will live on and he will be 
forever remembered. 

LUTHERAN SOUTH ACADEMY 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the baseball and softball teams at 
Lutheran South Academy for winning the 
Texas Association of Private and Parochial 
Schools (TAPPS) 4A state championships. 

The road to success was not easy, but both 
teams persevered and brought home two state 
trophies. Lutheran South Pioneer baseball 
team finished the season with an 8-game win-
ning streak that was capped off with a victory 
at the TAPPS 4A state tournament. The Lady 
Pioneer softball team completed their success-
ful season with a shutout victory at the state 
championship. Each of these young athletes 
and their coaches has put in the time and the 
effort to become state champions. I am ex-
cited to see what these young athletes 
achieve throughout their time on the diamond. 
It’s time for Lutheran South to expand their 
trophy case. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations on this 
outstanding victory. Thank you for bringing the 
gold back home. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CHRIS NORTON, LU-
THER COLLEGE CLASS OF 2015 
AND SPINAL CORD INJURY AD-
VOCATE 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chris Norton, an advocate for those re-
covering from spinal cord injuries and a grad-
uate of Luther College, Class of 2015 in 
Decorah, Iowa. 

During his freshman football season, Chris 
sustained a serious injury that left him para-
lyzed from the neck down. In the aftermath of 
his injury, doctors informed Chris he had a 3% 
chance of ever walking again. This exceptional 
young man, after years of physical therapy 
and rehabilitation, overcame those odds and 
walked across the stage at his graduation this 
past weekend. 

Moved to action by people with similar inju-
ries he met during his rehabilitation, Chris, his 
family, and his friends started the Spinal Cord 
Injury (SCI) CAN Foundation. This foundation 
is committed to increasing access to quality 
therapy options for those with spinal cord inju-
ries. Recently, SCI CAN donated $60,000 to 
Des Moines University, bringing the total do-
nations of the Foundation to nearly $375,000 
to assist in spinal cord injury recovery. 

I applaud Chris’ important work with SCI 
CAN, his message of hope and healing, and 
wish him well as he continues to recover from 
his injury. I firmly believe Chris is both an in-
spirational figure and asset to his community. 
I wish Chris and his family the very best as 
they begin the next chapter of their lives. 

I encourage everyone to learn more about 
the SCI CAN Foundation by visiting their 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ 
TheSciCanProject. 

STAFFORD TRACK AND FIELD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Stafford Track and Field 
Team for earning the Class 4A second-place 
team state championship trophy. 

Despite immense adversity during the final 
moments of the competition, the Stafford 
Team competed and brought home the silver. 
This win reflects the entire team’s dedication 
to the sport, including outstanding efforts by 
Lynette Amaran and the young men of the 
400 meter relay who both brought home gold 
medals. We are extremely proud of each indi-
vidual on the team and the coaching efforts of 
Mr. Sergio Hinojosa. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the entire team in representing Stafford 
High School in the State Track and Field 
Championship. 

f 

HOW TO PREVENT THE FALL OF 
BAGHDAD 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, Islamic 
State (ISIS) is a massive threat to America’s 
national interests and to human decency. 
Each day brings more news of ISIS advances, 
terrorist attacks, military gains and horrible 
atrocities. And each day the Administration 
continues to deny its policies are failing. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that ISIS can indeed 
be stopped if it heeds the thoughtful rec-
ommendations which Kevin Carroll detailed in 
his May 27, 2015 Wall Street Journal OP/ED 
(‘‘How to Prevent the Fall of Baghdad’’). 

Mr. Carroll speaks with authority and first- 
hand knowledge. He served as a U.S. Army 
officer in Iraq and Afghanistan and as a CIA 
case officer in a Middle East war zone. Also, 
I had the benefit of having Kevin Carroll serve 
as Senior Counsel when I chaired the House 
Homeland Security Committee in 2011–2012. 
I found his advice to be invaluable. I urge the 
Administration to follow his advice today. I am 
proud to submit Kevin Carroll’s article and 
urge all members to read and give thoughtful 
consideration to his proposals. 
ISLAMIC STATE IS LIKELY TO USE THE TACTICS 

THAT WORKED IN RAMADI. THE U.S. CAN DO 
MUCH TO CHANGE THE OUTCOME 
Islamic State, also known as ISIS, has 

seized control of Ramadi, the capital of 
Anbar province just 70 highway miles from 
Baghdad. Fallujah, located between, is al-
ready a terror stronghold. 

There is little doubt that ISIS leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi plans to capture the city 
whose name he bears. A man who declared 
himself a caliph, Baghdadi knows his home 
was the seat of the Abbasid caliphate, found-
ed in the eighth century to which ISIS would 
like to return. 

It would be a mistake for the Obama ad-
ministration to continue to underestimate 
ISIS as the junior varsity. ISIS dem-
onstrated operational capability recently, 
attacking in opposite directions to occupy 
both Ramadi and Palmyra, deep inside Syria. 
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