June 10, 2015

The 2-month extension of the high-
way trust fund they offered in their un-
acceptable T-HUD appropriation bill is
the latest example. The T-HUD bill
shows a dangerous disregard for safety
measures on America’s highways at a
time when we well know transpor-
tation safety should be a priority.

It allows massive, double 33-foot
tractor-trailers to travel at high speeds
on America’s Interstate Highway Sys-
tem, and it suspends Federal safety
guidelines aimed at eliminating truck-
er fatigue, allowing long-haul truckers
to work more than twice the average
workweek for Americans.

Mr. Speaker, the short-term highway
trust fund does not solve the problem
of deteriorating roads and bridges; it
simply puts a Band-Aid on it.

Republicans kicked the can down the
road, but it got stuck in a pothole. Now
is the time to fix the infrastructure in
our counties, and we need to put people
back to work in order to do it, but
what we really need is a robust, long-
term commitment.

————
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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING
AMENDMENTS ACT

(Mr. YOUNG of ITowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak in favor of H.R.
2393, the Country of Origin Labeling
Amendments Act of 2015.

I want to thank Chairman CONAWAY
for his leadership on this issue.

On May 18, the World Trade Organi-
zation ruled against the U.S. COOL re-
quirements. This ruling gives Canada
and Mexico the green light to retaliate
against United States products, par-
ticularly beef, pork, and chicken prod-
ucts. We are not looking here at a slap
in the face, ladies and gentlemen. Un-
less COOL is repealed, U.S. goods could
be hit with retaliatory tariffs that
total $3.6 billion.

My home State of Iowa would be hit
really hard. We have over 20 million
hogs and almost 4 million cattle. Last
year, Iowa exported almost $2 billion of
pork, with Canada and Mexico as our
top export markets. We need to repeal
the country of origin labeling require-
ments in pork, beef, and chicken,
which could hurt American workers.

While COOL is well-intentioned, we
have voluntary programs already in
place that give consumers information
and the right to know where these
products came from. We are out of op-
tions. Other legislative and regulatory
fixes have been ineffective.

As the U.S. and State economies re-
cover, the choice is clear. We cannot
wait and see what trade retaliation
from our closest trading partners
would look like. It is time to repeal
COOL now.
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THE TIM COLE EXONERATION
REVIEW COMMISSION

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud the Texas State Leg-
islature in passing House Bill 48, estab-
lishing the Tim Cole Exoneration Re-
view Commission. Tim Cole was wrong-
fully convicted of rape and was the
first Texas man to be posthumously
cleared by DNA testing.

I know that, oftentimes, when people
hear these stories, they think: What
did he do to get on the police depart-
ment’s radar? Had he done something
previously in his life that would have
made the police department suspect
him? I can tell you that, in Tim Cole’s
case, Tim was an Army veteran from
Fort Worth; he was a Texas Tech stu-
dent; and he honorably served in the
military. Sadly, it was just a very bad
time to be a Black man living in Lub-
bock, Texas. Tim was sentenced to 25
years in prison, and he died behind bars
without being able to prove his inno-
cence.

I am happy to let you know that this
11-member panel will examine wrongful
convictions to determine what went
wrong and then will make rec-
ommendations aimed at avoiding in
the future the mistakes that were
made in Tim Cole’s case. On June 1,
Governor Abbott signed a bill into law
affirming that all Americans are enti-
tled to due process. Tim Cole’s family
can take some small solace in the
knowledge that his death has resulted
in changes that can provide hope to
those who are also wrongfully con-
victed.

I want to applaud Tim’s brother,
Cory Session, who has worked tire-
lessly for years to clear his brother’s
name. I also applaud his late mother,
Ruby Session, who didn’t get to see
this bill signed into law, but she did
get to see some changes made in Texas.
I am just happy for this family. I am
sad that this happened to Tim Cole,
but I am glad that something positive
has taken place.

——————

PTSD AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. ZINKE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in solidarity with the millions of men
and women from the Armed Forces who
are living with or who have died from
the effects of post-traumatic stress dis-
order. June is PTSD Awareness Month.

In my home State of Montana, nearly
15,000 veterans, or 15 percent of the
population of all veterans, suffer from
PTSD. PTSD, no doubt, is a serious
condition that touches every aspect of
a person’s life. Every day, 22 veterans
commit suicide nationwide. Many of
them struggle to live with PTSD. Many
of our veterans who live with PTSD
struggle to transition to civilian life
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because they have not been given es-
sential resources in the care they need
at VA hospitals and clinics or from
their local communities.

I urge the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration and local communities to work
together to do everything we can to
combat this epidemic.

God bless America and the men and
women who serve and defend her.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SALVATION
ARMY

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of this year’s
being the 150th anniversary of the Sal-
vation Army.

It all started in 1865 with a minister
named William Booth. He took to the
streets of London’s slums to champion
the poor and neglected, and he decided
that we have got to do something. That
““something” was transformed into in-
novative approaches to eliminate pov-
erty by demonstrating faith and by of-
fering practical support to those in
need.

In my Third Congressional District
and across the Nation, the Salvation
Army provides assistance to families in
need by providing clothes and fur-
niture, food, job training, and much
more. We have all seen the volunteers
with red kettles who ring the bells and
ask for donations. Nationally, they
have raised $135 million and continue
to make tremendous contributions lo-
cally in Ohio, nationally, and globally.

I thank the Salvation Army’s mem-
bers, staff, board, and volunteers in my
district, and I honor their work and
service throughout this yearlong cele-
bration of their 150th anniversary.

Happy anniversary.

———

NEGOTIATION WITH IRAN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, as the
House debates giving guidelines to the
President on opening up American
trade, I rise to urge the President to
secure a verifiable nuclear agreement
with Iran.

America’s response to Iran’s nuclear
program will be the most important
foreign policy decision in a generation.
This problem grows more urgent by the
day. On June 1, The New York Times
reported that Iran’s nuclear stockpile
had grown by 20 percent over the pre-
vious year and a half. Secretary of En-
ergy Moniz revealed that Iran was 2 to
3 months away from a nuclear weapon
in April, which was 2 months ago. A
nuclear agreement without
verifiability is not an agreement at all
but an act of faith in the worst state
sponsor of terrorism in the world.

I want to remind the President that
he has repeatedly said that a nuclear-
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