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Mr. VISCLOSKY. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding, and I join in sup-
port of her amendment.

As she indicated, more than 14 years
have passed. The United States with-
drew their large troop presence and
marked the end of combat operations
in Iraq since then. Security operations
for Afghanistan were transferred to the
Afghan National Security Forces in
June of 2013. The basic mission of U.S.
and NATO forces in Afghanistan has
been to train those forces, including
the Afghan Army.

I think the gentlewoman made a very
good point. She and I may not agree on
what that resolution and authority
should look like in the end, all the
more reason for all of us collectively,
both parties, to have a fulsome debate
on that issue.

Ms. LEE. I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I claim the time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from New Jersey is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in opposition to the gentle-
woman’s amendment.

In order to prosecute the global war
on terrorism, one of our primary cur-
rent missions, the President, our Com-
mander in Chief, relies on this Author-
ization for the Use of Military Force,
which he is trying and attempting to
repeal.

This AUMF, better known as the 9/11
AUMF, is necessary for the Depart-
ment of Defense and U.S. military
forces to address conducting campaigns
against al Qaeda and al Qaeda-related
affiliated forces worldwide by using
this authority. It has been used by both
this President and his predecessor
since 2001.

Granted, this amendment was writ-
ten to sunset on the last day of this
calendar year, but without a follow-on
authority in place, Kkilling the 9/11
AUMF would tie our Nation’s hands
and our Commander in Chief’s hands
with regard to combating worldwide
terrorism in 7 short months.

This amendment cripples our ability
to conduct counterterrorism oper-
ations with partner nations and our al-
lies against al Qaeda and their affili-
ates.

Once again, the gentlewoman at-
tempts to put in place a major policy
change that does not belong in an ap-
propriations bill, this Defense bill.

The terrorist threat today is no less
real and, in many ways, far more dan-
gerous than it was when Congress over-
whelmingly gave the President that
authority in 2001 to protect us against
those who want to do us harm.

These terrorist organizations pose a
real threat to United States persons
and interests. It is my judgment this
amendment erroneously assumes that
al Qaeda and its affiliates ended their
terrorist acts once major military op-
erations ceased in Afghanistan. Obvi-
ously, they haven’t.
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Recent disastrous events in Yemen
and, most recently, frightening devel-
opments in Iraq and Syria have shown
its affiliates and new terrorist groups
are on the rise.

This amendment would effectively
eliminate the President’s ability to ad-
dress that threat or other emerging
threats from al Qaeda and like-minded
groups in north Africa, the Horn of Af-
rica, and elsewhere and leave our Na-
tion and our allies more vulnerable to
attacks.

Therefore, I strongly urge opposition
to this amendment, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LEE).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chairman, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from California will
be postponed.

0 2330

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I move that the Committee do
now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
WOODALL) having assumed the chair,
Mr. MoOONEY of West Virginia, Acting
Chair of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
2685) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1295, TRADE PREF-
ERENCES EXTENSION ACT OF
2015

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
at any time to take from the Speaker’s
table H.R. 1295, with the Senate amend-
ments thereto, and to consider in the
House, without intervention of any
point of order, a single motion offered
by the chair of the Committee on Ways
and Means or his designee that the
House, one, concur in the Senate
amendment to the title and, two, con-
cur in the Senate amendment to the
text with the amendment printed in
the portion of the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD designated for that purpose in
clause 8 of rule XVIII and numbered 1;
that the Senate amendments and the
motion be considered as read; that the
motion be debatable for 1 hour equally
divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; and that
the previous question be considered as
ordered on the motion to its adoption
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without intervening motion or demand
for division of the question.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 303 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2685.

Will the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MOONEY) kindly resume the
chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2685) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes, with Mr. MOONEY of
West Virginia (Acting Chair) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
a request for a recorded vote on an
amendment offered by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) had
been postponed, and the bill had been
read through page 162, line 25.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MS. MCSALLY

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to divest, retire,
transfer, or place in storage or on backup
aircraft inventory status, or prepare to di-
vest, retire, transfer, or place in storage or
on backup aircraft inventory status, any EC-
130H aircraft.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 303, the gentlewoman
from Arizona and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Arizona.

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Chairman, I want
to thank the chairman for including
funds to support our fleet of EC-130H
Compass Call aircraft in this bill. The
underlying legislation restores $27.3
million to support 15 EC-130H aircraft
next year.

My amendment today does not cost a
dime. The chairman has already pro-
vided full funding for our entire EC-
130H fleet, and my amendment simply
ensures that the chairman’s intentions
are carried out, and that the Air Force
does not use backdoor means to try to
retire these important aircraft.

The Compass Call is the only dedi-
cated U.S. Air Force electronic warfare
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