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HONORING THE 2015 ARMED 
FORCES ENLISTEES FROM FRED-
ERICKSBURG, VA 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 105 Fredericksburg, Virginia 
area high school seniors who plan to enlist in 
the United States Armed Forces after gradua-
tion. These students have excelled in their 
academic and extracurricular activities, and I 
offer my sincere congratulations upon their 
high school graduation. 

I commend these student leaders for their 
selflessness and courageous decision to serve 
their country as members of the Armed 
Forces: 

Amaya, Alexis Perez; Anderson, Jamie; 
Bates, Devon; Black, Sean; Blosch, Charles; 
Coleman, Jaylan; Courtney, James; 
Cunningham, Christopher; Denise, Sean; 
Dixon, Tyler; Harcrow, Derek; Hardy, Dia-
mond; Hughes, Hayden; Jenkins, Hunter; Law-
rence, Darell; Lintz, Christopher; Lloyd, 
Katelyn; McHugh, Michael; Minaya, Jonathan; 
O’Carroll, Alexander; Pladson, Tyler; Post, 
Seth; Prouty, Justin; Raftery, Sean; Rivas, Mi-
chael; Shannon, Danielle; Smith, Jared; Smith, 
Justin; Steele, Brian; Stemen, Austein; Thom-
as, Sabre; Thornton, Destiny; Toussaint, 
Jamel; Wilson, Ashley; Yingling, Christopher. 

Allen, Joshua; Bass, Elijah; Beard, Justin; 
Becerra, Luis; Bentz, Asher; Carter, Brandon; 
Clatterbuck, Zachary; Deleon, Elias; Dirisio, 
Daniel; Farr, Austin; Freeborn, Harley; Heath, 
Christopher; Holland, Elizabeth; Humberger, 
Jacob; Jenkins, Adam; Johnson, Nathaniel; 
Keirn, Ryan; Lewellyn, Benjamin; Mason, Gar-
rett; McNair, Nicholas; Medinafranco, Tomas; 
Meyers, Tyler; Morris, Austin; Peck, Joshua; 
Perkins, Andrew; Phoebus, Scott; Pins, 
Jonathon; Principe, Leilani; Rigopoulos, Nich-
olas; Robleroyoc, Gerardo; Seggelink, Jacob; 
Shingler, Jonathan; Smith, David; Snider, 
James; Thome, Dominic; Torres, Everett; 
Vitale, Logan; Woodall, Mason. 

Archer, Robert; Archie, Torrance; Belcher, 
Joshua; Dale, John Barron; Dillahunt, Zakiya; 
Duff, Cody; Flecker, Arthur; Gines, Dwayne; 
Glass, Samuel; Leach, Hunter; Moss, 
Shaygne; Norris, Seth; Smith, Jamie Le Ann; 
Tillmon, Sarah; Tran, Robinson; Truffer, Ste-
ven; Warren, Adam; Waters, Deja; Williams, 
Aaron. 

Berry, Katie; Christensen-Dinwiddie, Joseph; 
Eldridge, Amber; Edivan, Joseph; Gilbert, 
Ryan; Harris, Brian; Kenly, Logan; Nordgren, 
Tycho; Rousseau, Teagan; Smith, Kayla; 
Szczepanski, Brittany; Valvo, Anthony; Wil-
kins, Kendrick. 

These students will be honored by the 
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Com-
munity Salutes at their 4th Annual Military En-
listee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday, 
June 20, 2015 at the University of Mary Wash-
ington in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these young men and women and 
their families for their dedication to serving this 
great Nation. We owe them and the many 
Americans who have served and will serve a 
debt of gratitude. 

f 

HONORING GRAHAM BOONE 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mr. Graham Boone who has 
achieved the Eagle Scout award, a Boy 
Scout’s highest honor. This recognition is well 
deserved and represents this young man’s 
commitment to public service. 

Achieving the status of Eagle Scout is a 
huge accomplishment, and I commend Mr. 
Boone for being a positive role model to 
young people across our great state and the 
nation through his commitment to community 
service. 

Once again, congratulations to this young 
man for his outstanding accomplishment. I am 
very proud of him and wish him the best in his 
future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
BENJAMIN BLYTHEWOOD III 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a fine man and a friend, Benjamin 
Blythewood III. Ben passed away on Monday, 
June 1, 2015, at the age of 48. 

Ben led an exemplary life that was dedi-
cated to serving his community. As mayor of 
Woodville for six and a half years, a reliable 
member of our local Lion’s Club, as well as 
that of countless other community organiza-
tions, Ben lived an inspiring life that was fo-
cused on helping and caring for others. Ben 
was also a proud Christian and a faithful 
member of the First Baptist Church of Wood-
ville. 

My prayers and condolences go out to 
Ben’s loving wife, Amy, his son Benjamin and 
his daughter Bryanna. Ben will be sorely 
missed in our community, but his passion and 
legacy will certainly live on. 

HONORING MR. NICK 
GWIAZDOWSKI FOR HIS OUT-
STANDING ACHIEVEMENT DUR-
ING THE 2014–15 NCAA DIVISION I 
WRESTLING SEASON 

HON. DAVID ROUZER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, as a North 
Carolina State University alumnus, it is my 
pleasure to rise today to congratulate Nick 
Gwiazdowski on his 2015 NCAA Division I In-
dividual National Championship. He defended 
his 2014 National Championship and is the 
first Wolfpack wrestler to win back-to-back ti-
tles. 

Mr. Gwiazdowski has quickly established 
himself as one of the most successful student- 
athletes in NC State history. His perfect 2014– 
15 season, 35–0, has led to a 55-match win-
ning streak, the longest in the nation entering 
next season. He is a three-time All-American 
and two-time ACC Wrestler of the Year. 

Entering his senior year, Mr. Gwiazdowski 
holds a 77–2 record with the Pack and is on 
pace to set the NC State record for win-loss 
percentage. More importantly, Mr. 
Gwiazdowski is the H.C. Kennett Award Win-
ner, presented annually to NC State’s top stu-
dent-athlete and was named to the 2015 All- 
ACC Academic Team. 

Congratulations again, Nick. Wolfpack fans 
everywhere are proud of you and look forward 
to your continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF FAYE PERKINS 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in honor 
of the coaching career of Faye Perkins, UW– 
River Falls Falcon softball coach. After 22 
seasons, Coach Perkins retired at the end of 
the 2015 spring season. 

During her tenure at UW–River Falls, Coach 
Perkins received numerous awards and acco-
lades. She won more games than any other 
head coach in the history of UW–River Falls. 
Under her leadership, the UW–River Falls Fal-
cons won Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (WIAC) Championships in 1993, 
1994 and a Playoff Championship in 1993, 
1994 and 2012. The 2012 team had a school 
record 34 wins and finished just one win away 
from reaching the NCAA Division III final eight 
Championship series. She was named the 
WIAC Coach of the Year in 1996 and had 
over 500 total career wins. 

Faye was raised in Cresco, Iowa. She is a 
proponent of Title IX and has spoken on the 
benefits she experienced from this landmark 
legislation. While in high school, she petitioned 
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to have a girls’ basketball team for the first 
time. She went to Iowa State University, 
where she received a Bachelor of Science in 
Physical Education and a Master of Science in 
Exercise Physiology. While in college, she 
earned nine athletic letters as a member of 
the softball, basketball and track & field pro-
grams. In 2004, Faye was inducted into the 
Iowa State University Athletic Hall of Fame. 
She completed her Ph.D. in Health Education 
from the University of Utah. 

While she is proud of the records estab-
lished by the UW–River Falls Softball pro-
gram, she is most proud of working with the 
students. Dedicated, passionate and sup-
portive are just three of many adjectives used 
to describe Coach Perkins. In addition to 
coaching, Faye Perkins was the interim dean 
from 2007–2011 for the UW–River Falls Col-
lege of Education and Professional Studies. 

She has a passion not only for coaching 
and teaching, but also of traveling. Faye, her 
husband Joe, and their sons, Paul and Bobby, 
have enjoyed traveling the world. She has had 
the opportunity to teach in China and Scot-
land. She will continue teaching at UW–River 
Falls where she will remain the chair of the 
Health and Human Performance Department. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
REVEREND DR. RICHARD LIN 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and celebrate the life of my con-
stituent Anita Lin’s loving father Reverend Dr. 
Richard Lin. Anita currently presides as the di-
rector emeritus of Ballet Western Reserve in 
Youngstown, Ohio and was appointed by the 
White House in 2014 to serve as a member of 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts’ advisory committee. Her dear fa-
ther Dr. Lin passed away peacefully on May 
21 in Santa Rosa, California. Dr. Lin was high-
ly regarded within the community for his devo-
tion to the performing arts and the teaching of 
music. 

Born in Hunan Province, China in 1925 to 
humble beginnings, Richard Lin immigrated to 
the United States in 1952. Richard was very 
successful in his schooling having studied 
voice at the National Conservatory of Music in 
Shanghai before earning an undergraduate 
degree from the National Conservatory of 
Music in Paris. After performing in concert 
tours nationally and internationally, Richard 
went on to teach at the Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity for twelve years as a professor of 
music and chairman of the voice department 
before co-founding the Chinese Christian 
Church Music Institute for Worship. In addi-
tion, Dr. Lin was a senior professor of church 
music at the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary where he touched the lives of thou-
sands of church musicians. His achievements 
in teaching were recognized by the Associa-
tion of Voice Teachers and American Choral 
Directors Association. 

Dr. Lin is survived by his loving wife, Julia 
See Ying Lam Lin, with whom he shared sixty- 
five wonderful years. He also leaves behind 
his four children, eight grandchildren, and a 
great-granddaughter. I am deeply saddened 

by the passing of Reverend Dr. Richard Lin 
and I would like to extend my deepest condo-
lences to his entire family. He was a great 
man whose legacy will continue to live on, and 
he will be missed. 

f 

COMMODITY END-USER RELIEF 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2289) to reauthor-
ize the Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission, to better protect futures customers, 
to provide end-users with market certainty, 
to make basic reforms to ensure trans-
parency and accountability at the Commis-
sion, to help farmers, ranchers, and end- 
users manage risks, to help keep consumer 
costs low, and for other purposes: 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Chair, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 2289, the Com-
modity End-User Relief Act. 

I firmly believe this legislation represents the 
kind of thoughtful and bipartisan approach to 
policy-making that is often lacking in Wash-
ington. 

It represents simple good governance by re-
authorizing the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, which has been operating with-
out authorization since 2013. 

The bill includes needed reforms to clarify 
Congressional intent, minimize regulatory bur-
dens, and most importantly, preserve the abil-
ity of necessary risk management markets to 
serve those who need them. 

The Agriculture Committee, specifically the 
Subcommittee on Commodity Exchanges, En-
ergy, and Credit of which I serve as Chairman, 
heard diverse perspectives from end-users, 
market participants, and regulators through 
many hours of testimony on this reauthoriza-
tion earlier this year. 

That testimony, coupled with testimony from 
numerous other hearings at the subcommittee 
and full committee level over the course of the 
last two Congresses, was instrumental in 
drafting the legislation before us today. 

Time and again, we have heard how end- 
users, who were not the cause of the financial 
crisis, have been the collateral damage of 
Dodd-Frank’s reforms. These end-users are 
our farmers, ranchers, manufacturers, and 
electric and gas utilities, and they rely on the 
derivatives markets to manage their risk, and, 
thereby keep consumer costs low. 

The cost of unnecessary regulatory burdens 
on these end-users, and the uncertainty these 
regulations cause, will ultimately be borne by 
American citizens in my district and in districts 
around the country. Therefore, it is essential 
that we provide them with much-needed relief 
and clarity. 

This legislation includes several such end- 
user relief provisions. It requires the Commis-
sion to vote to change the current threshold 
for the swap dealer de minimis exception, 
rather than the automatic and arbitrary reduc-
tion slated to occur in December 2017. 

It also preserves end users’ ability to hedge 
against anticipated business risks under the 
definition of a bona fide hedge transaction, 

provides common sense record-keeping relief 
for grain elevators, farmers, and other com-
mercial market participants, and clarifies the 
exclusion of contracts with volumetric 
optionality from the definition of a swap. 

Additionally, this legislation codifies several 
new regulatory customer protections, borne 
out of lessons learned from the Peregrine Fi-
nancial and MF Global failures. 

Finally, it makes important reforms to the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, in-
cluding the creation of a new Office of the 
Chief Economist and a more stringent require-
ment for cost benefit analysis of proposed 
rules. 

With this legislation, we have the oppor-
tunity to ease the regulatory burden on those 
who use the derivatives markets, not to specu-
late, but to hedge risk. Ultimately, this bill is 
about protecting the American producer and 
the American consumer. 

I want to close by thanking Chairman CON-
AWAY for his strong leadership on the House 
Committee on Agriculture. His thoughtful and 
bipartisan approach to policy-making is re-
flected in the legislation before us today. 

Additionally, I want to thank the Ranking 
Member on the Commodity Exchanges, En-
ergy, and Credit Subcommittee and my col-
league from Georgia, Mr. DAVID SCOTT, who 
has been a steady partner throughout this ef-
fort. 

We have worked diligently to produce legis-
lation that provides needed reforms to ensure 
our regulatory framework protects the integrity 
of our markets while not limiting the ability of 
end users to access these tools to conduct 
their business. 

I am proud to support H.R. 2289, the Com-
modity End-User Relief Act, and urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting for this legislation. 

f 

COMMODITY END-USER RELIEF 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TED S. YOHO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2289) to reauthor-
ize the Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission, to better protect futures customers, 
to provide end-users with market certainty, 
to make basic reforms to ensure trans-
parency and accountability at the Commis-
sion, to help farmers, ranchers, and end- 
users manage risks, to help keep consumer 
costs low, and for other purposes: 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Chair, I rise in full support 
of H.R. 2289—The Commodity End-User Re-
lief Act—and thank Chairman CONAWAY for his 
leadership on this issue. Mr. Chair, H.R. 2289 
brings needed regulatory relief to farmers, 
ranchers, and individuals across rural Amer-
ica. 

In my district, agriculture is the single larg-
est sector of the economy and in the state is 
second only to tourism. Many folks in rural 
parts of my state are exposed to the unique 
risks associated with volatile agricultural mar-
kets. Because of this farmers and ranchers 
need financial tools that allow them to mitigate 
these risks. This bill will bring that certainty. 

Additionally, municipal utility services and 
co-operative energy suppliers meet nearly all 
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of my district’s electricity needs. These groups 
rely heavily on risk mitigation provided by this 
bill. If the federal government overly regulates 
the use of risk mitigation, industries and con-
stituents within my district will see hikes in 
their monthly energy bills. 

H.R. 2289 will allow American business to 
run as intended without new burdensome reg-
ulations and red-tape from bureaucratic gov-
ernment agencies. Most importantly this bill al-
lows the American economy to do what it 
does best producing the world’s food and fiber 
while supplying affordable energy. 

I congratulate Chairman CONAWAY on a well 
crafted bill and a thorough committee process 
and urge my colleagues to vote in favor of the 
underlying bill. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN KLINE 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 10, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2685) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chair, I rise today in support 
of my amendment aiming to expedite cleanup 
within a neglected category of defense sites in 
my state and nationwide. 

During World War II, while our troops were 
fighting abroad, facilities across the nation 
here at home were busy creating the supplies 
and provisions that fueled our efforts. One 
such site is Gopher Ordnance Works in my 
district. The Gopher Ordnance Works site was 
built and operated by the federal government 
during World War II for the production of 
smokeless gunpowder and nitric and sulfuric 
acids. The then-existing War Department ac-
quired approximately 12,000 acres of farmland 
near Rosemount, Minnesota for the construc-
tion of the plant. After the war was won and 
the efforts at home wound down, the Depart-
ment of the Army declared the Gopher Ord-
nance Works to be surplus property, and the 
facilities on the land were partially 
deconstructed. Unfortunately, some of the 
structures and many of the contaminants re-
main to this very day, more than 60 years 
later. 

Over the years the federal government real-
ized sites like Gopher Ordnance Works must 
be cleaned up. Accordingly, Congress created 
the Formerly Used Defense Sites—or FUDS— 
program as part of the Defense Environmental 
Restoration Program in the mid-1980s. The 
goal of the FUDS program is to clean up 
these sites so they can be put back into pro-
ductive use and no longer pose a potential 
health threat to our constituents. 

Mr. Chair, the site in my district is not 
unique. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
maintains an inventory of FUDS properties na-
tionwide, and per the Army Corps, there are 
almost 10,000 potential properties that could 
qualify, with up to 2,700 of those requiring 
some sort of cleanup. Every single state in our 
nation, the District of Columbia, and our terri-
tories all have sites within their respective bor-
ders. This issue affects all of our constituents. 

It is unacceptable to take so long to make 
so little progress in addressing these sites. It 
is worse if the cleanup delay is due to legal 
disputes over FUDS properties or simple lack 
of knowledge about what contaminants are 
present. This is the case in one subset of the 
FUDS program categorized as Potentially Re-
sponsible Party—or PRP—sites. PRP sites 
are locations where the Department of De-
fense as well as other parties potentially con-
tributed to the contamination. Instead of acting 
on these sites and putting them back into pro-
ductive use, PRP sites get mired in extensive 
site studies and disputes over who left what at 
the site. 

Mr. Chair, Gopher Ordnance Works in my 
district is a PRP site that has not received ap-
propriate attention from the federal agencies 
delegated with the authority to resolve liability 
and move forward with cleanup. For more 
than a decade, I have advocated tirelessly to 
the Army Corps in an attempt to facilitate 
cleanup and navigate its backlogged bureauc-
racy. Enough is enough. I am asking the Army 
Corps to prioritize PRP sites and move for-
ward expeditiously toward a solution for envi-
ronmental investigation and pollution cleanup 
costs at Gopher Ordnance Works. I am here, 
ready, and available to offer what assistance 
is necessary in Congress on behalf of my con-
stituents. I expect the Army Corps and the De-
partment of Defense to fulfill their mission, 
committing to their responsibilities toward real, 
productive solutions. 

The underlying bill funds environmental res-
toration for all FUDS properties. My amend-
ment would have required no less than 
$10,000,000 of the Environmental Restora-
tion—Formerly Used Defense Sites funds to 
be available for remedial investigations on the 
too often neglected PRP sites, removing one 
obstacle that is preventing these sites from 
becoming usable. 

While it is regrettable the House Parliamen-
tarians ruled that procedures and protocols of 
the House prevent this particular bill from 
being a vehicle to fix this problem, I will con-
tinue my efforts so these sites can finally be 
cleaned and restored, resolving this issue 
once and for all in support of our communities. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE AL WEST 
COLLISION CENTER OF ROLLA 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Al West Collision 
Center of Rolla on their grand opening and 
ribbon cutting that took place on June 1st. Not 
only did they host a successful event kicking 
off the start of their business, but were able to 
raise money for local charities in the process. 

Over 100 people gathered at the Al West 
Collision Center to celebrate their grand open-
ing. The cornerstone of the event was a raffle 
to win a Dodge Challenger, with one hundred 
percent of the profit going to two local char-
ities. The first charity the raffle benefited is the 
Association of United States Army Wounded 
Warriors which supports wounded and se-
verely disabled Army veterans and their fami-
lies in the Rolla area. The second charity, the 
Greater Rolla Area Charitable Enterprise, as-

sists needy families in a variety of ways from 
providing them with food to even helping pay 
the bills. I’m proud of Missouri small busi-
nesses who give back to their community such 
as the Al West Collision Center. 

For the money that was raised for local 
charities through their raffle, and to celebrate 
their recent grand opening, it is my pleasure to 
recognize the Al West Collision Center of 
Rolla before the House of Representatives 
and wish them the best of luck in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, on June 9, 
2015, I was unavoidably detained during a se-
ries of Roll Call votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘YEA’’ on the following Roll 
Call votes: #309, on final passage of the Com-
modity End-User Relief Act and #329, on final 
passage of the Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2016. 

f 

HONORING MS. ANNETTE GUMM 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ms. Annette Gumm, who, after years 
of service to Palm Beach County, is leaving 
the area. I speak for the citizens of Palm 
Beach County when I say that she will be 
greatly missed. 

Ms. Gumm’s public service in Florida began 
when she moved to Gleneagles in 1986 fol-
lowing an early retirement. She quickly be-
came involved in her new community by vol-
unteering with Plumosa Elementary School 
and Delray Community Hospital. In 1992, she 
was asked to join the campaign of Burt 
Aaronson; and, following his victory, she 
served as the Commissioner’s administrative 
aide for several years. 

Ms. Gumm also joined the Atlantic Demo-
cratic Club and was pivotal in transforming the 
organization into the United South County 
Democratic Club (USCDC). She has held sev-
eral positions in USCDC, including Treasurer, 
Vice President, and President. 

The amount of time and effort Ms. Gumm 
has expended for the betterment of her com-
munity is truly admirable and exhibits a level 
of passion worthy of recognition. It is with 
great pleasure that I honor, my dear friend, 
Annette Gumm. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REV. DR. BRITT 
ARMANDO STARGHILL 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Rev. Dr. Britt 
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Armando Starghill, a man who inspired South 
Jersey through his words and his selfless ac-
tions. Motivating youths to pursue academic 
careers and serving his church for 19 years, 
Armando was undoubtedly a champion for 
Camden, NJ and he will truly be missed by all. 

Over the course of his career at Kaighn Av-
enue Baptist Church, Rev. Starghill’s visionary 
leadership transformed practical ministry and 
his community. By connecting the church with 
area youths he was able to serve as a vital 
mentor to the community through services like 
hosting the Baccalaureate mass. He dedicated 
his entire life to serving others. Encouraging 
young adults in the city of Camden to attend 
college, Armando viewed education as the ulti-
mate liberator for Camden’s youth. 

Rev. Starghill began preaching at the age of 
13 and dedicated his entire life to service. 
After graduating from Virginia Union Univer-
sity, he went on to earn his doctorate from 
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School, 
Rochester, NY. He then pursued a religious 
career and answered the call to serve wher-
ever that led him. A social justice advocate, 
Rev. Starghill began a non-profit community 
development corporation to improve the socio- 
economic environment for Camden’s citizens. 
By working on the Nehemiah Project, the Rev-
erend attempted to combine a spiritual belong-
ing in the Baptist Church with a sense of re-
sponsibility and pride in Camden’s revitaliza-
tion efforts. 

Rev. Starghill was also a devoted husband 
and father. He was also revered by his par-
ents, who are still living in Detroit, and he will 
be sorely missed by his sisters, brothers, and 
a host of other relatives. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Starghill was an in-
credible man, devoted to his family and dedi-
cated to his community. He leaves behind a 
great legacy and I join the Camden community 
and the entire state of New Jersey in honoring 
the achievements and the life of this extraor-
dinary man. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,768,664,619.57. We’ve 
added $7,525,891,615,706.49 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

SPRINGSPIRIT BASEBALL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I spent a 
recent hot, sunny day in my district visiting a 
real life ‘‘Field of Dreams.’’ SpringSpirit Base-
ball near Houston, Texas in Spring Branch is 

providing opportunities for youth to realize 
their dreams through sports and mentoring. 

SpringSpirit’s mission is to provide safe 
pathways for youth to realize life opportunities 
through sports, education, and mentoring pro-
grams based on Christian principles. They cre-
ate positive mentoring relationships between 
the education system and families through 
baseball, softball, soccer, and community pro-
grams. 

It is a place that values integrity, patience, 
perseverance and respect for the individual. 

SpringSpirit provides programs combined 
with the teaching of the gospel designed to 
grow the mind, body and soul, and they have 
a first-class sports training and education com-
plex in the heart of the North Spring Branch 
community. They pair compassionate and car-
ing mentors with local youth, and find life op-
portunities that can help participants contribute 
to their community and society and act as 
stewards for others. 

Recently, I toured the facility with Executive 
Director John Meredith, Coach Ben Vigil and 
a man I like to call the ‘‘Mayor’’ of Spring 
Branch, Mr. Victor Alvarez. 

I cannot express how impressed I was not 
only with the facility, but the passion each of 
these men brings to SpringSpirit Baseball. 
SpringSpirit grew from humble beginnings at 
the local Boys and Girls Club to a more than 
three acre state-of-the-art facility. 

SpringSpirit was founded by Kenny Baldwin 
who after playing college baseball at Rice Uni-
versity and professional baseball spent many 
successful years in the oil and gas industry. 
He credits his success to strong coaches, lov-
ing mentors and faith leaders and wanted to 
create these same opportunities and relation-
ships for underserved youth. 

Fostering partnerships with the Cal Ripken, 
Sr. Foundation, Camp Ozark, Chapelwood 
United Methodist Church, Cornerstone Family 
Ministries, Baseball USA and Boys and Girls 
Club of Greater Houston among others, 
SpringSpirit can offer afterschool programs, 
summer camps, and baseball and soccer tour-
naments. 

Among SpringSpirit’s biggest fans are base-
ball greats Lance Berkman and Andy Pettitte. 
Berkman and Pettitte support SpringSpirit by 
serving as chairs of their annual fundraiser 
and if you drop by SpringSpirit at just the right 
time . . . you might be able to catch Lance 
mentoring some of the kids! 

Kenny, John, and the entire staff at 
SpringSpirit Baseball should be commended 
for their selfless service to the community. 

Their vision to build a superb facility, offer it 
to the youth of Spring Branch, and lead by ex-
ample truly enriches our community and our 
city. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN SUPPORT OF REAUTHORIZING 
THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to call for the House to bring H.R. 
1031, the Promoting U.S. Jobs Through Ex-
ports Act for an immediate vote. This critical 
legislation would reauthorize the Export-Import 

Bank of the United States, our nation’s official 
export credit agency for the next seven years. 

Currently, the Ex-Im Bank’s charter will ex-
pire at the end of this month if immediate ac-
tion is not taken. If Congress fails to do its job, 
hundreds of thousands of American jobs, in-
cluding over 10,000 jobs in my district in 
Houston and Harris County, Texas may be 
lost to China, Japan, and other foreign com-
petitors if we force Ex-Im to close its doors. 

The Export-Import Bank, created 80 years 
ago during the depths of the Great Depres-
sion, has been authorized 16 times by Con-
gress with overwhelming bipartisan majorities 
and has broad support from industry and labor 
for the very simple fact that it works. 

In the past six years, Ex-Im has supported 
more than 1.3 million jobs and has returned 
over $2 billion in deficit-reducing profits to the 
U.S. Treasury while providing over $27 billion 
in export credit last year alone. 

Mr. Speaker, at a time when foreign com-
petition is becoming more fierce than ever be-
fore, with nations like China using any means 
necessary to win contracts in overseas mar-
kets, Congress must do everything in its 
power to support American small businesses 
and working families, including the immediate, 
long-term reauthorization of the Export-Import 
Bank. 

f 

HONORING MR. LARRY FLYNN 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Larry Flynn for his con-
tributions to the aerospace industry, General 
Dynamics and Gulfstream Aerospace, the 
largest private employer in the First District of 
Georgia. 

Mr. Flynn’s career spans 33 years, begin-
ning in 1982 when he joined what was then 
known as Combs Gates and served as execu-
tive vice president and general manager. He 
later served as regional vice president for Sig-
nature Flight Support. His experience in man-
aging aircraft service facilities led to his posi-
tion as vice president, Location Based Serv-
ices, for Stevens Aviation, where he was re-
sponsible for managing six service facilities 
and overseeing service on various models of 
corporate jets. 

Mr. Flynn joined Gulfstream in 1995 as vice 
president and served in several key positions 
to include president of Product Support and 
senior vice president of Sales and Marketing. 
He became Gulfstream’s president in 2011, 
and also served as a vice president of Gen-
eral Dynamics. During Mr. Flynn’s tenure as 
president, Gulfstream achieved several signifi-
cant milestones, including a seven-year, $500 
million Savannah facility expansion; the entry 
into service of the G280, the market-changing 
G650 and its extended-range variant, the 
G650ER; the unveiling of the G500; the an-
nouncement of the G600; the opening of the 
Beijing service center and the expansions of 
Gulfstream service centers in Brazil; London; 
Westfield, Massachusetts; and Brunswick, 
Georgia. 

Mr. Flynn served on the Board of Directors 
of the General Aviation Manufacturers Asso-
ciation as chairman of the Communications 
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Committee. He also served on the Board of 
Governors of The Wings Club. After earning a 
bachelor’s degree in business administration 
from the University of Kansas, he completed a 
master’s degree in manpower management 
from the same university. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join Mr. 
Flynn’s colleagues, family and friends in cele-
brating his many years of hard work and dedi-
cation to the aerospace industry and the com-
munity. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and missed roll call votes 319, 
320, 321, 322, 323, 324, 325, 326, 327, 328, 
329. If present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on 
roll call 319, ‘‘no’’ on roll call 320, ‘‘no’’ on roll 
call 321, ‘‘no’’ on roll call 322, ‘‘no’’ on roll call 
323, ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 324, ‘‘no’’ on roll call 
325, ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 326, ‘‘no’’ on roll call 
327, ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 328, and ‘‘no’’ on roll 
call 329. 

f 

CELEBRATING D.C. FLAG DAY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in celebrating D.C. Flag Day, Sunday, June 
14, 2015, which will be celebrated beginning 
this Saturday. All are invited to the fourth an-
nual D.C. Flag Day Festival in Dupont Circle, 
celebrating the determination of the people of 
the District of Columbia to continue to fight for 
equal rights and statehood under the Amer-
ican flag. D.C. residents have struggled for 
equal rights since the city became the nation’s 
capital in 1801. Although the city did not 
achieve home rule until 1973, D.C. finally got 
its own flag in 1938, when Congress commis-
sioned a competition, and native Washing-
tonian Charles Dunn designed the current flag 
from the coat of arms of George Washington. 

Thanks to the D.C. Flag Festival organizers, 
the event showcases everything that makes 
D.C. unique—our diverse communities, music, 
arts, food, and our D.C. flag—all of which will 
be on display for enjoyment and entertain-
ment. However, on D.C. Flag Day, residents 
will rally not only for the American flag but 
also their flag, to show pride in their city and 
demand statehood. Residents began to cele-
brate D.C. Flag Day in 2011, and June 14 
continues to serve as an important day to 
mark the quest for freedom and equal rights 
for the citizens of hometown Washington, D.C. 
D.C. Flag Day coincides with national Flag 
Day, which has been a national holiday since 
1886, and inspired the organizers of D.C. Flag 
Day to celebrate the event locally in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

At this weekend’s D.C. Flag Day, we cele-
brate the District’s own flag as well as the 
American flag. As residents show pride for our 
country and their hometown, they also con-

tinue to fight for the equal treatment the flag 
symbolizes. The American flag, our national 
symbol of patriotism and love of country, 
emboldens our continuous battle for self-gov-
ernment, voting rights, and statehood for the 
more than 650,000 taxpaying American citi-
zens who live here. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing D.C. Flag Day, 
its two-day celebration on June 13 and 14, 
and the organizers of the D.C. Flag Day cele-
bration for their exemplary efforts to ensure 
equal rights for the citizens of the District of 
Columbia by creating pride in the city and pro-
moting the city’s rich cultural heritage. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 71ST ANNI-
VERSARY OF D-DAY AND RE-
MEMBERING THE MEMBERS OF 
THE GREATEST GENERATION 
WHO SAVED FREEDOM IN THE 
WORLD 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
humble gratitude to commemorate the 71st 
anniversary of D-Day, the Allied Forces’ auda-
cious amphibious landing at Normandy, 
France, on June 6, 1944. 

‘‘Operation Overlord,’’ as D-Day was for-
mally known, was the largest single amphib-
ious assault in the history of warfare. 

The success of D-Day, which was far from 
certain at the outset, led to the liberation of 
Western Europe, signaled the death knell of 
the German Wehrmacht, and paved the way 
to unconditional victory by the Allied Forces 
over the evils of Nazism, fascism, and Japa-
nese imperialism. 

It is no exaggeration to say that D-Day 
changed the course of human history. 

The aim of the meticulously planned D-Day 
operation was to open a second front in the 
European war theater from which the Allied 
Forces could attack the German army and 
push east to capture Berlin. 

With the Russian Army advancing from the 
east, coupled with the southern front opened 
by the Allied invasion of Italy from North Africa 
in 1942, the opening of a western front would 
set in motion the pincer movement that would 
catch the German Army in a trap from which 
there would be no escape. 

The formidable German Army expected that 
the Allied Forces would try to launch an inva-
sion from the western beaches of France, they 
just did not know when or where. 

So in anticipation of an Allied invasion, the 
Nazis constructed the infamous Atlantic Wall, 
an extensive system of coastal fortifications 
built along the western coast of Europe and 
Scandinavia. 

Under the direction of Field Marshal Rom-
mel, the Atlantic Wall was reinforced by the 
addition of concrete pillboxes built along the 
beaches to house machine guns, antitank 
guns and light artillery. 

Mines and antitank obstacles were planted 
on the beaches themselves and underwater 
obstacles and mines were placed in waters 
just off shore. 

By the time of the D-Day landing, the Nazis 
had laid almost six million mines in northern 
France. 

And awaiting Allied soldiers who made their 
way onto and away from the beaches were 
gun emplacements and minefields extended 
inland. 

‘‘War is hell,’’ said General William Tecum-
seh Sherman during the Civil War. 

And that is an apt description of what await-
ed the brave Allied warriors who set sail from 
England to the beaches of Normandy in the 
early morning of June 6, 1944, at the begin-
ning of what has rightly been called ‘‘The 
Longest Day.’’ 

But they were buoyed in their resolve by the 
millions of prayers from Americans and others 
back home, of all races, religions, and creeds, 
invoking the Lord’s blessing, mercy, and 
grace. 

With the outcome in doubt, President Frank-
lin Roosevelt asked the nation to join him in 
this solemn prayer: 

Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our na-
tion, this day have set upon a mighty en-
deavor, a struggle to preserve our Republic, 
our religion, and our civilization, and to set 
free a suffering humanity. 

Lead them straight and true; give strength 
to their arms, stoutness to their hearts, 
steadfastness in their faith. 

They will need Thy blessings. 
For these men are lately drawn from the 

ways of peace. 
They fight not for the lust of conquest. 
They fight to end conquest. 
They fight to liberate. 
They fight to let justice arise, and toler-

ance and goodwill among all Thy people. 
They yearn but for the end of battle, for 

their return to the haven of home. 

The prayers were needed because the cost 
of D-Day was high; U.S. casualties on D-Day 
totaled more than 2,499 dead, 3,184 wound-
ed, 1,928 missing, and 26 captured. 

Our British and Canadian allies suffered ter-
rible losses on D-Day as well: approximately 
2,700 for the British and 946 for the Cana-
dians. German casualties are estimated at 
4,000 to 9,000. 

In total, the number of combatants killed, 
wounded or missing in the Battle of Normandy 
for both sides exceeded 425,000, not including 
the estimated 15,000 to 20,000 French civil-
ians killed. 

But the operation was a success. 
More than 156,000 troops or paratroopers 

came ashore on D-Day, 73,000 from the U.S., 
83,000 from Great Britain and Canada. 

By the end of June 11, D-Day+5, 326,547 
troops, 54,186 vehicles and 104,428 tons of 
supplies had come ashore. 

And with them the seeds for the victory in 
Europe that would come less than a year 
later, on May 8, 1945, with the fall of Berlin 
and the unconditional surrender of the Nazis. 

On the eve of the Normandy invasion, Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Forces, addressed 
the soldiers, sailors, and airmen of the Allied 
Expeditionary Forces and said to them that 
they were about to embark upon a ‘‘Great 
Crusade,’’ and that the ‘‘eyes of the world’’ 
were upon you. 

He told them that their task would not be 
easy because the ‘‘enemy is well trained, well 
equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight 
savagely.’’ 

But, General Eisenhower said, ‘‘this is the 
year 1944. The tide has turned. The free men 
of the world are marching together to victory.’’ 

And march to victory they did, fully justifying 
General Eisenhower’s ‘‘confidence in their 
courage, devotion to duty, and skill in battle.’’ 
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Because of the heroism of these men who 

willingly risked their lives to be the tip of the 
spear of liberty, the war was won and a world 
was saved for freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, D-Day was, and remains, a 
day like no other in the history of man’s so-
journ on earth. 

We remember Gettysburg. 
There, President Lincoln paid tribute to 

those ‘‘who gave their lives so that the nation 
might live.’’ 

And it is equally fitting and proper that we 
remember D-Day. 

And that we continue to honor those who 
risked all and gave all so that the world could 
remain free. 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. ROSE 
OF LIMA CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 125th anniversary of St. 
Rose of Lima Catholic Church located in 
DeSoto, Missouri. St. Rose has been home to 
many life changing events for its parishioners 
and became a city landmark. 

St. Rose Church was dedicated on June 21, 
1885 in honor of St. Rose of Lima. Starting 
with just a few worshippers, it today has 
grown to over 550 registered and active fami-
lies from the area who attend its services. 
Having hosted countless baptisms, weddings, 
and confirmations, St. Rose has long been a 
place for parishioners to celebrate life and 
their commitment to God. The church’s stone 
walls, soaring tower, and beautiful stained- 
glass windows will continue to keep watch 
over the city of DeSoto and its people for 
years to come. 

For the special place it holds in the hearts 
and lives of many in the community, as well 
as its place as a landmark in the city of 
DeSoto, it is my pleasure to recognize the 
125th anniversary of St. Rose Church before 
the House of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING SUE DEWINE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary accomplishments and 
career of Sue DeWine, President of Hanover 
College, located in Indiana’s 6th District. 

After more than 40 years in education, Sue 
became the first female President of Hanover 
College in 2007. During her tenure, overall en-
rollment at the college increased by 20% and 
campus diversity grew from 9% to 15%, where 
it currently stands. In addition to many other 
achievements, President DeWine made it pos-
sible for faculty and student representatives to 
serve on the Board of Trustees at the college. 
It’s a move that helped solidify her reputation 
as leader who listened to and advocated for 
her students and faculty. 

President DeWine will be retiring in the 
coming weeks, and she will be missed by all 

those whom worked with her. Her leadership 
touched the lives of thousands and her com-
mitment to Hanover’s students and faculty will 
never be forgotten. I ask the entire 6th Con-
gressional District to join me in thanking her 
for her long career and distinguished service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
JOÃO BOSCO MOTA AMARAL 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleagues Mr. NUNES and Mr. VALADAO to 
recognize the career of a distinguished Por-
tuguese politician, and an old friend, João 
Bosco Mota Amaral. Mota Amaral, former 
President of the Autonomous Regional Gov-
ernment of the Azores, has devoted his life to 
serving the Azores and the Portuguese peo-
ple. He deserves to be commended for his 
tireless work and service towards the ad-
vancement of Azorean and Portuguese inter-
ests. 

Mota Amaral was born on April 15, 1943 in 
Ponta Delgada on the island of São Miguel in 
the Azores. He was a very diligent and stu-
dious individual, and graduated from the Uni-
versity of Lisbon in 1965 with a law degree. 
He also completed, with distinction, the Com-
plementary Course of Political and Economic 
Sciences at the University of Lisbon in 1966, 
defending his thesis on the topic ‘‘Civil Liability 
of Public Administration.’’ 

Mota Amaral practiced law in Lisbon in the 
late 1960’s, where he specialized in adminis-
trative and tax issues. He was then elected as 
Deputy to the National Assembly in 1969 and 
he championed issues important to the 
Azores. Following the Carnation Revolution of 
April 25, 1974, in which the authoritarian 
Estado Novo regime was overthrown, Mota 
Amaral emerged as a new political leader. He 
helped establish the Popular Democratic Party 
(PPD) later named the Social Democratic 
Party (PSD) in the Azores. 

Shortly after the creation of the PPD, the 
question of autonomy for the Azores was out-
lined in the Party’s principles. On November 8, 
1974 Mota Amaral presented the Politico-Ad-
ministrative Statute of the Autonomous Region 
of the Azores, lobbying for the archipelago to 
become an autonomous region within the con-
text of the Portuguese Republic and governed 
by a Regional Assembly with elected mem-
bers. This dream would come to fruition on 
April 2, 1976 when the Constitution of the Por-
tuguese Republic was approved and the 
Azores achieved political autonomy. 

Mota Amaral was elected to Parliament in 
1976, but suspended the mandate in order to 
serve as the first President of the Government 
of the Azores. He subsequently won four more 
regional elections and served until 1995. Be-
tween 1995 and 2002, Mota Amaral served as 
the Vice-President of the National Assembly. 
In 2002, he was elected President of the Na-
tional Assembly, a position he held until 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that Mr. 
NUNES, Mr. VALADAO and I ask our colleagues 
in the U.S. House of Representatives to rec-
ognize and honor the accomplishments of a 
great servant to the Azores and Portugal. 
João Bosco Mota Amaral has truly left a mark 

on the Azorean and Portuguese communities 
here in the U.S. and around the world, and we 
owe him our thanks and praise for advancing 
Azorean and Portuguese interests. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unable to vote on several roll call votes and I 
would like to state my intentions on the fol-
lowing: 

1. Roll Call No. 298—McClintock (R–CA), 
yes 

2. Roll Call No. 299—Walberg (R–MI), yes 
3. Roll Call No. 308—Esty (D–CT), no 
4. Roll Call No. 301—Cartwright (D–PA), no 
5. Roll Call No. 302—Garrett (R–NJ), yes 
6. Roll Call No. 303—Brooks #1 (R–AL), 

yes 
7. Roll Call No. 304—Brooks #2 (R–AL), 

yes 
8. Roll Call No. 305—Capps (D–CA), no 
9. Roll Call No. 307—Stivers (R–OH), yes 

f 

CONGRATULATING SHIRLEY 
MAGAÑA ON A DISTINGUISHED 
CAREER AND WELL-DESERVED 
RETIREMENT 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Shirley Magaña on her retirement 
from Guthrie Corning Hospital. 

Ms. Magaña has served as President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Corning Hospital 
since 2008. She has more than 35 years of 
experience in patient care and hospital oper-
ations. 

Corning Hospital has blossomed under Ms. 
Magaña’s leadership. During her tenure the 
hospital has expanded its operations and ca-
pabilities, allowing it to effectively serve the 
needs of our region. Ms. Magaña was instru-
mental in the building of a new 232,000 
square foot facility; her fundraising efforts re-
sulted in over $5 million for the construction of 
the new hospital. This new state-of-the-art fa-
cility features a cancer treatment center and 
allows the hospital to provide lifesaving serv-
ices and resources. 

Ms. Magaña has worked tirelessly to better 
our local community. She is a member of the 
Corning Rotary Club and Corning Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. She also serves as Co- 
Chair of the Fit & Strong Together Committee 
at Corning Hospital. 

Throughout her distinguished career, Shirley 
Magaña has consistently provided exceptional 
medical care to those in need. She has posi-
tively impacted our local healthcare profes-
sion, and our neighbors are safer and 
healthier because of her years of dedicated 
service. I commend Ms. Magaña on a suc-
cessful career and I wish her the very best in 
her well-deserved retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
state that yesterday, June 10, 2015, I incor-
rectly cast my vote in favor of the Country of 
Origin Labeling Act (H.R. 2393), Roll Call No. 
333. I intended to vote ‘‘NO’’ on this legisla-
tion. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MIS-
SOURI VETERANS HOME OF 
CAPE GIRARDEAU 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 25th Anniversary 
of the Missouri Veterans Home of Cape 
Girardeau. For the past 25 years, the adminis-
tration and staff of the home have made the 
care of our nation’s heroes their number one 
priority. 

The Missouri Veterans Home of Cape 
Girardeau serves as a prominent asset to the 
well being of our veterans by providing them 
with medical care, counseling services, and 
documentation assistance they need and de-
serve. I am very proud of their service to the 
community of Cape Girardeau and the sur-
rounding area. 

For their tireless effort and devotion to serv-
ing our veterans in Missouri, it is my pleasure 
to recognize the 25th Anniversary of the Mis-
souri Veterans Home of Cape Girardeau. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call num-
ber 326 I am recorded as a Nay. I would like 
to reflect my intention was to vote Yea. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE QUAD COUNTY 
URBAN LEAGUE AND THE STU-
DENTS PARTICIPATING IN TO-
MORROW’S SCIENTISTS, TECHNI-
CIANS, AND MANAGERS AND 
PROJECT READY 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Quad County Urban League 
and the students participating in two of its im-
portant programs: Tomorrow’s Scientists, 
Technicians, and Managers, and Project 
Ready. 

For over twenty years, the Quad County 
Urban League has sponsored Tomorrow’s Sci-
entists, Technicians, and Managers in an ef-

fort to inspire young minority students to pur-
sue their goals. Over 1,800 students have 
benefited from the tutoring, workshops, college 
visits, and guest speakers provided by the 
program. Students who have completed the 
program maintain excellent grade point aver-
ages, receive thousands of dollars in scholar-
ships, and contribute countless hours giving 
back to their community. 

More recently, the Quad County Urban 
League has introduced Project Ready, a pro-
gram with the goal of familiarizing minority stu-
dents and their families with the college deci-
sion making process. By introducing concepts 
like college admissions and financial aid early 
on, Project Ready prepares a path for strong 
academic students to pursue post-secondary 
STEM Education. 

Congratulations to the Quad County Urban 
League and the students who have partici-
pated in these rigorous programs. Real dif-
ferences are being made in our communities 
because of programs like Tomorrow’s Sci-
entists, Technicians, and Managers, and 
Project Ready. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PUERTO RICAN 
FAMILY INSTITUTE 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to an organization that has evolved into 
an important anchor in both New York City 
and in Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rican Family 
Institute (PRFI) provides a wide range of crit-
ical social and health services, strengthening 
our neighborhoods. 

For some of our youngest neighbors, PRFI 
operates 35 Head Start centers located in 
Brooklyn, the Bronx and San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. 1,396 children benefit from this initiative, 
which provides pre-school children of low-in-
come families a comprehensive child develop-
ment program to meet their educational, emo-
tional, social, health and nutritional needs. In 
addition, the Institute operates four full-day 
Universal Pre-K classrooms serving over 60 
children in Brooklyn and the Bronx. 

On the other end of the age spectrum, PRFI 
is equally committed to caring for the seniors 
in our community. The Life Line Center for 
Latino Seniors is based at the Brooklyn Mental 
Health Clinic, and offers seniors counseling, 
assistance with obtaining financial entitle-
ments, referrals for medical services, food 
stamp assistance, as well as group and peer 
support. 

Mental health services are also part of 
PRFI’s portfolio. The Children’s Intensive Case 
Management Program targets assistance to 
emotionally disturbed children in need of clin-
ical case management and supervision. In ad-
dition PRFI runs a center helping emotionally 
disturbed adolescents, and provides adult sup-
portive services to homeless mentally ill indi-
viduals. 1,128 clients benefit from this service, 
making it the largest in our state. 

Housing assistance is made available to de-
velopmentally disabled individuals through 
PRFI’s quality community based residential 
services, which aims to provide skills that will 
enable program beneficiaries to live as inde-
pendently as possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I could go on. From health 
services, to nutritional programs, PRFI helps 
meet the needs of ten thousand families and 
children residing in New York and Puerto 
Rico. The assistance offered extends well be-
yond the Latino community reaching individ-
uals of all backgrounds. What all of PRFI’s 
programs have in common is that they provide 
a helping hand to some of our most vulnerable 
neighbors. Whether it is the senior citizen 
struggling to get by on a fixed income, a low- 
income family endeavoring to raise children or 
a developmentally disabled person wanting to 
lead a richer life, PRFI harnesses the 
strengths of our community to assist them. 

f 

BULK DATA COLLECTION 
TRAMPLES OUR RIGHTS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the unre-
stricted and unconstitutional bulk data collec-
tion program started by the NSA represents 
the worst of the Washington Machine. 

A recent poll shows that a majority of Ameri-
cans agree. 

The government should not have the au-
thority to collect information without first ob-
taining a warrant. Period. 

Our Founders feared a government powerful 
enough to commit unreasonable searches and 
seizures, so they crafted the Fourth Amend-
ment to protect our right to privacy. 

Though technology has evolved and con-
tinues to do so, the Constitution remains the 
same. 

Gone are the days where Americans use 
their cellphones exclusively for phone calls 
and text messages. 

Many people also use their phones for daily 
activities from tracking their steps to logging 
their finances or inputting what they ate that 
day. 

The Fourth Amendment protects our phone 
conversations, our emails, our texts, our Inter-
net history, our bank statements and more. 

The NSA bulk-collection program tramples 
our rights. 

Recently, the 2nd U.S. Court of Appeals 
deemed this bulk collection of data illegal. 

Now, some members of Congress are trying 
to pass a law that allows this illegal surveil-
lance to continue, and I will not stand for it. 

The House of Representatives recently 
passed the USA Freedom Act, which makes 
some steps to limit data collection under Sec-
tion 215 of the Patriot Act; however, the bill 
does nothing to limit government spying under 
Section 702 of the FISA Amendments Act. 

Contrary to claims that the House bill would 
‘‘end bulk surveillance,’’ the truth is it would 
not. 

The NSA uses Section 702 as a means to 
gather not only data, but actual content of 
communications—content of your phone calls, 
texts and emails. Section 702 is more intrusive 
than Section 215. 

In the course of this collection, the content 
of American citizens, many of whom have 
done nothing wrong or illegal, is also col-
lected. 

Current law allows law enforcement to then 
search through this data for information and 
they can do so without a warrant. 
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Reverse-targeting of American citizens is in-

consistent with the Constitution and must stop 
now. 

Opponents of civil liberties will argue that 
these mass invasions of privacy will make us 
safer. 

Americans should not have to give up their 
constitutional rights for national security. 

Casting too wide of a collection net for intel-
ligence can be a distraction from the analysis 
necessary to stop plots and—to counter ter-
rorism. 

Let’s be clear: The NSA should keep close 
watch on suspected terrorists to keep our 
country safe. 

But before invading the privacy of American 
citizens, a warrant must and can be obtained 
in a timely manner. 

Programs that permit due process and are 
held accountable by an open court will serve 
as a just way to collect intelligence. 

The sacrifice of our personal liberty for se-
curity is and will forever be a false choice. 

I have introduced several pieces of legisla-
tion that would restrain the federal govern-
ment: This legislation includes H.R. 2233, the 
End Warrantless Surveillance of Americans 
Act. H.R. 2233 would prohibit warrantless 
searches of government databases for infor-
mation that pertains to U.S. citizens. It would 
also forbid government agencies from man-
dating or requesting ‘‘back doors’’ into com-
mercial products that can be used for surveil-
lance. 

This legislation mirrors an amendment that 
was offered to the USA Freedom Act, which 
was backed by a broad bipartisan coalition, in-
cluding members of Congress and outside 
groups across the political spectrum. 

The fight for NSA reform is ongoing, and I 
will continue to stand up and defend the Bill of 
Rights. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING TIM SBRANTI ON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I want to take this opportunity to recognize a 
great teacher, mentor, and friend, Tim Sbranti, 
as he retires after 17 years of public school 
teaching. 

Since 1978, Tim has been a resident of our 
shared hometown, Dublin, California. Tim’s 
service to Dublin started early, serving as stu-
dent body president at Dublin High School and 
on the Parks and Community Service Com-
mission. 

After graduating from California State Uni-
versity, Sacramento, Tim returned to his 
hometown to teach and coach at his high 
school alma mater. I was fortunate enough to 
have Tim as my economics teacher, mock trial 
advisor, and tennis coach. As an educator, 
Tim encouraged me and countless other 
young people to help our community and go 
into public service. Over the past 17 years, 
few people have shaped the lives and inspired 
more youth in Dublin than Tim Sbranti. 

Tim’s advocacy for public education reached 
beyond Dublin. He worked as the chair of the 
California Teachers Association’s Political In-

volvement Committee and led Californians 
Dedicated to Education. Beyond education, 
Tim has committed himself to working in all 
areas to better our local community. I was 
honored to serve with Tim when he and I were 
members of the Dublin City Council. Tim 
served on the City Council from 2002 to 2006, 
and as Dublin’s mayor, from 2008 and 2014. 

While always putting his hometown first, Tim 
has also been active in advancing opportunity 
in the greater Tri-Valley area. Tim has served 
as a board member of the Tri-Valley Housing 
and Opportunity Center, Dublin Historical 
Preservation Association, and Las Positas 
College Foundation. And, he is a past presi-
dent of the Dublin Lions Club. 

I am honored today to have the opportunity 
to publicly recognize Tim’s many years of 
teaching and contributions to our shared 
hometown and the Tri-Valley. 

f 

HONORING BURNEY STARKS 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I wish to rec-
ognize a leader in Tucson’s community who 
dedicated his life to serve others. 

Mr. Starks was a 1969 graduate of Pueblo 
High School, a proud Pueblo Warrior. In 1974 
he graduated with honors from the University 
of Arizona where he also played football for 
the Wildcats. He then earned a Master’s de-
gree from Troy University. He was also known 
for his skills as an actor and singer. He ap-
peared onstage in productions such as ‘‘Driv-
ing Miss Daisy’’ and ‘‘Look Ma, We’re Danc-
ing,’’ as well as many others. Mr. Starks also 
sang with the True Devotion Motown Revue. 

Mr. Starks was a U.S. Army veteran. He 
went on active duty as an Army officer and 
had tours of duty in Georgia, Indiana, Missouri 
and South Korea. Following his initial active 
duty tour he returned to Tucson where he 
hosted a TV talk show called ‘‘Looking Black’’ 
and worked for Tucson Unified School District. 
He returned to active duty in 1981 and retired 
from the military service in 1996 at the rank of 
Major. After leaving active duty he worked for 
the Tucson Urban League and returned to 
Tucson Unified School District. Mr. Burney 
Starks was known as the long time educator 
at Pueblo High School, a school counselor 
specializing in dropout prevention. He instilled 
in the minds of those who didn’t believe in 
themselves that they could accomplish any-
thing they set their minds to, that nothing was 
out of reach as long as they wanted it enough 
and were willing to work towards it. Mr. Starks 
was also known for the many community ac-
tivities he was a part of and in some cases 
was the driving force for. Burney served on 
the boards of the Tucson Arizona Boys Cho-
rus, the Dunbar Coalition, the America Israel 
Friendship League, the Southern Arizona Aca-
demic Decathlon, the Pueblo Warrior Alumni 
Foundation and as President of the Board of 
the Tucson Juneteenth Festival Committee. 
He also served as Lieutenant Governor for 
Kiwanis International where he had been a 
member for 35 years; He was past com-
mander in the Military Order of the World 
Wars and past president in the Reserve Offi-
cers Association. 

He is survived by his wife Ruth M. Starks, 
5 children Benjamin S., Burnes O. III, Eliza-
beth M., Bryan M., and Rebekah R. 

Burney has 9 Siblings/Gary E., Daryl D., 
Terry L., Charles G., Donna R., Harry J., Jac-
queline B., Larry D., and Timothy B. 

Burney Starks has left a legacy which he 
will be remembered for and honored for years 
to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ELIJAH ‘‘SONNY’’ 
SINGLETON, JR. 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to offer my sincere condolences and to honor 
the memory of Elijah ‘‘Sonny’’ Singleton, Jr., 
for his achievements, contributions, and serv-
ice to his community as a loving father and pil-
lar of civic engagement. 

Elijah Singleton spent his life serving his 
community as a teamster, putting the needs of 
others before his own. Elijah was also active 
as a member of his local union, imparting the 
importance of citizenship to his children at an 
early age. He taught them the value of a day’s 
work and to appreciate life’s gifts and opportu-
nities. 

His monumental example was the inspira-
tion for his son, Troy, who now serves in the 
New Jersey General Assembly. Pursuing a life 
of service and following the lessons of his fa-
ther, Troy once remarked that his father never 
looked for short cuts because true success 
only comes as a result of hard work and dili-
gence. 

Mr. Speaker, Elijah Singleton’s dedication to 
family, community, and public service was evi-
dent. As a family man, he constantly sur-
rounded himself with those he cared for, and 
no one worked harder or loved more passion-
ately than Elijah. He is survived by two de-
voted sons, Troy and Derrick, and six adoring 
grandchildren. I join the South Jersey commu-
nity and the State of New Jersey in honoring 
the life and accomplishments of this great 
man. 

f 

HONORING FRANK NASH 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Frank Nash from Ironton, Mis-
souri for his academic success and service to 
our community. 

Frank has set a wonderful example of hard 
work and a dedication to serve others. Now an 
Eagle Scout, Frank has earned nine Eagle 
Palms since he started as a Tiger Cub with 
the Boy Scouts. For his Eagle Scout project, 
Frank built tables and chairs for senior adults 
at his church to use. He also built a flower box 
to decorate the First Baptist Church of Pilot 
Knob’s sign. 

He is the salutatorian of his graduating class 
and has already earned more than 40 college 
credits through his high school’s advanced 
placement program. He will be attending the 
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University of Missouri-Kansas City in the fall 
where he is interested in studying neurology. 

On April 1, Frank was notified that he was 
the sole recipient of the National Eagle Scout 
Association’s $25,000 United Health Founda-
tion college scholarship. This scholarship, 
which receives more than 5,000 applications 
each year, is awarded to a student who plans 
to pursue a career in healthcare and is willing 
to reinvest their skills in an under-served com-
munity. Frank has also received scholarships 
from the Hagan Foundation and the Elks Na-
tional Foundation. It comes as no surprise that 
his hard work, both in the community and the 
classroom, have paid off. 

Frank is a role model for all Missouri stu-
dents and it is my pleasure to recognize his 
efforts and accomplishments before the House 
of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF MASTER SERGEANT 
TAUTALAGIA ‘‘TUNI’’ SOTOA 
NUMERA 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of Master Sergeant 
Tantalagia Sotoa Numera, or known to his 
family and friends simply as ‘‘Tuni’’, who 
passed away on June 1 at the age of 86. 

Tuni was born on February 27, 1929, in 
Pago Pago, American Samoa to parents, 
Taua and Siao Numera. Following his child-
hood on the islands, and at the young age of 
23, Tuni enthusiastically fulfilled his childhood 
dream of serving in our nations armed forces 
and joined the U.S. Marine Corps. 

During Tuni’s 27 years of service in the Ma-
rine Corps, he would fight in two wars and 
serve 8 total combat tours. Tuni saw his first 
action in Korea, but it wouldn’t be his last . . . 
not by a long shot. 

Master Sergeant Numera served 7 combat 
tours in the jungles of Vietnam. During his first 
tour in Vietnam, Tuni was wounded in combat 
for which he received the Purple Heart. While 
this would be more than enough sacrifice to 
one’s nation for even the toughest and most 
patriotic of soldiers, it wasn’t for Tuni. He 
would return to those jungles where he was 
initially wounded, 6 more times. When once 
asked by a friend ‘‘why did you serve 7 tours 
in Vietnam?’’ he replied . . . ‘‘I was looking for 
the guy that shot me during my first tour.’’ This 
is a perfect example of just how much of a 
true Leatherneck he was. 

Master Sergeant Numera was awarded nu-
merous decorations during his career in the 
Marines, including: the Navy & Marine Corps 
Medal, the Bronze Star, and of course the 
Purple Heart, with a Gold Star, which is the 
equivalent of two Purple Hearts. 

Known for his irresistible smile and grand 
sense of humor, Tuni was always at the cen-
ter of whatever was going on and always had 
a kind word or helping hand to those who 
needed it. 

Tuni also enjoyed a number of recreational 
activities, including fishing, bowling, playing 
poker, watching westerns, and TV shows like 
Walker Texas Ranger. 

Perhaps the only things that Tuni loved 
more than his country were his faith in God 
and his beautiful family. Tuni is survived by his 
wife, Eleanor; children, Zina, Trinidad, Cynthia, 
Anthony, Jeffrey, Michael, Elena, and Chris-
tina; ‘‘adopted sons,’’ Vincent, and Mike; 26 
grandchildren, and 15 great-grandchildren. 
This man was obviously very loved by all who 
knew him and we all mourn their loss. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives to join me recog-
nizing the lifelong service and dedication to 
our nation that was exemplified by Master Ser-
geant Numera and honor him by continuing to 
uphold those values that we cherish as Ameri-
cans and for which Tuni dedicated his life. 

f 

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate Immigrant Heritage Month and 
salute the contributions of immigrants to the 
never ending glory and story of America. 

I stand in solidarity with our immigrant sol-
diers who have fought to defend and extend 
our freedoms from the shores of the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, in the deserts of Africa and the 
jungles of Asia, to the seas of the Persian 
Gulf. 

I stand in solidarity with our immigrant 
innovators and entrepreneurs who make up 
over 40 percent of the CEO of the Fortune 
500 companies, which employ over 3 million 
of our fellow citizens. 

And I stand in solidarity with the children of 
our immigrants who will be an integral part of 
our nation’s future achievements. 

This is why I have consistently introduced 
legislation such as H.R. 1525, ‘‘Save America 
Comprehensive Immigration Act of 2013,’’ 
which sets forth a comprehensive and humane 
solution to immigrant reform. 

This legislation works to secure our borders 
and brings close to 12 million illegal immi-
grants out of the shadows of society through 
earned access to legalization. 

Our country has made progress because of 
the work and determination of immigrants and 
we owe it to them and ourselves to maintain 
a system that allows immigrants to prosper 
within our borders through approved legal 
processes. 

In 1884 a Serbian immigrant name Nikola 
Tesla worked with American innovator Thom-
as Edison and would later contribute to the 
development of the alternating-current elec-
trical system. 

A son of an immigrant slave, Benjamin 
Banneker would grow up to be a scientist, sur-
veyor, and author; these pioneers of their 
fields have helped advance the American 
economy through innovation. 

We are a more prosperous nation because 
of the contributions from immigrants who 
helped build this country, but we have not 
done enough. 

President Obama has used his executive 
powers to provide more resources for border 
security, modernizing the legal immigration 
system for workers, employers, and students, 
and focusing enforcement on the real threats 
to security. 

Although more remains to be done to real-
ize the full promise of the America dream for 
many immigrants, we continue to fight for 
those who are already contributing members 
of their communities to ensure there is a safe 
and legal path to the ultimate goal of full citi-
zenship. 

The unity of families is an essential Amer-
ican value and should be one of the fun-
damentals of immigration reform, along with 
increasing the diversity of immigration from 
parts of the world that have been historically 
underrepresented such as the Caribbean, Afri-
ca, and Haiti. 

Mr. Speaker, my district is home to the most 
racially and ethnically diverse metropolitan 
area in the nation, and as a result I celebrate 
our immigrant leaders such as Texas Rep-
resentative Hubert Vo, born in South Vietnam, 
graduate of the University of Houston, and 
now public servant for the people of District 
149. 

I celebrate Joseph Pulitzer a Hungarian im-
migrant soldier who served in the Civil War 
under the Union Army whose contributions 
would leave a legacy of literary excellence; 
Hakeem Olajuwon a Nigerian native and cele-
brated athlete of Houston who led the Houston 
Rockets to the NBA championship in 1994 
and 1995, and the countless others who have 
made significant impacts that have advanced 
our nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to acknowledge 
the achievements of just a few of the count-
less Americans who have braved the seas 
and sands to build a new life in America and 
enrich the cultural tapestry of the greatest na-
tion on earth. 

I recognize that our nation would not enjoy 
the freedoms we have today without the dedi-
cation and hard work of our immigrant ances-
tors and we owe it to them to work on a more 
comprehensive immigration reform. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FED-
ERAL EMPLOYEE SHORT-TERM 
DISABILITY INSURANCE ACT OF 
2015 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce the Federal Employee Short-Term Dis-
ability Insurance Act of 2015, which will help 
provide financial relief for federal employees 
who have a short-term injury or disability, be-
come pregnant, or develop a pregnancy-re-
lated illness. This bill will offer federal employ-
ees short-term disability insurance at no cost 
to the federal government. Employees will be 
responsible for 100 percent of the premiums, 
and will be able to receive disability insurance 
benefits for up to one year that would replace 
a portion of their lost income due to a non- 
work related injury, illness, or pregnancy. 
These benefits will be particularly beneficial to 
ensure that our federal employees, who do not 
yet enjoy paid maternity leave, are able to uti-
lize the 12 weeks of unpaid maternity leave 
permitted by federal law while continuing to 
pay their bills, buy groceries, and make their 
mortgage, car, and other loan payments with-
out having to deplete their retirement or other 
savings accounts. Too many federal employ-
ees do not take advantage of federal unpaid 
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maternity leave because they have no way to 
replace the lost income. 

I decided to investigate how we could pro-
vide short-term disability insurance for federal 
employees after learning that many of them al-
ready buy short-term disability insurance as in-
dividuals in the private market at high indi-
vidual rates. Although federal employees have 
good health insurance, federal health benefits 
do not replace lost income if employees are 
unable to work. Moreover, while federal em-
ployees may have available sick or annual 
leave days, they may not have enough such 
days to pay the bills if they have to be out of 
work for an extended period. Although there 
are long-term disability options for federal em-
ployees who become permanently disabled, 
federal employees do not qualify for such ben-
efits until they have worked for the federal 
government for at least 18 months. My bill 
does no more than put federal employees in 
the same position as their private-sector coun-
terparts, who have access to disability insur-
ance through an employer at group rates. This 
bill will not allow participating insurance com-
panies to exclude persons based on pre-
existing conditions. Because of the federal 
government’s purchasing power, this bill will 
provide these benefits at a more competitive 

rate than is available if an employee sought 
such insurance as an individual. 

According to the Social Security Administra-
tion, a 20-year-old worker has a one in four 
chance of becoming disabled by retirement 
age. The majority of disabilities are not caused 
by major accidents, but by conditions or ill-
nesses, such as cancer or back injuries, ac-
cording to the Council for Disability Aware-
ness. There is every reason to allow our fed-
eral employees to take advantage of the fed-
eral government’s group rates to obtain the 
most reasonable price if they choose to pur-
chase short-term disability coverage on their 
own at no cost to the federal government. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

f 

YUCAIPA HIGH SCHOOL WOMEN 
SOFTBALL TEAM CIF SOUTHERN 
SELECT DIVISION II CHAMPIONS 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 11, 2015 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the Yucaipa High School 

Women’s Softball team for ending their sea-
son as California Interscholastic Federation 
Southern Section Division II champions. The 
team has been named the 2015 Cal-Hi Sports 
State Team of the Year. 

The Thunderbirds have had a rewarding 
season with an incredible 31 wins. Last Fri-
day, the ladies scored another victory when 
they beat the undefeated Mission Viejo high 
school at the final game in Irving, California. 
With dedication and commitment, the team, 
along with their head coach David Kivett, 
earned the title after an entire season of hard 
work. 

In closing, I’d like to joyously congratulate 
the players: Alexis Avalos, Kaitlyn Alvarado, 
Annie Bakenhus, Brooke Bolinger, Brooke 
Brady, Skyler Burke, Keely Clark, Mallorie 
Cross, Jordan Green, Jordan Herron, Jazzy 
Lopez, Kayla Martin, Megan Martin, Kelly Mar-
tinez, Madyson Marvuli, Blayne Nelson, and 
Kora Shoemaker. 
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