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Armando Starghill, a man who inspired South
Jersey through his words and his selfless ac-
tions. Motivating youths to pursue academic
careers and serving his church for 19 years,
Armando was undoubtedly a champion for
Camden, NJ and he will truly be missed by all.

Over the course of his career at Kaighn Av-
enue Baptist Church, Rev. Starghill’s visionary
leadership transformed practical ministry and
his community. By connecting the church with
area youths he was able to serve as a vital
mentor to the community through services like
hosting the Baccalaureate mass. He dedicated
his entire life to serving others. Encouraging
young adults in the city of Camden to attend
college, Armando viewed education as the ulti-
mate liberator for Camden’s youth.

Rev. Starghill began preaching at the age of
13 and dedicated his entire life to service.
After graduating from Virginia Union Univer-
sity, he went on to earn his doctorate from
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School,
Rochester, NY. He then pursued a religious
career and answered the call to serve wher-
ever that led him. A social justice advocate,
Rev. Starghill began a non-profit community
development corporation to improve the socio-
economic environment for Camden’s citizens.
By working on the Nehemiah Project, the Rev-
erend attempted to combine a spiritual belong-
ing in the Baptist Church with a sense of re-
sponsibility and pride in Camden’s revitaliza-
tion efforts.

Rev. Starghill was also a devoted husband
and father. He was also revered by his par-
ents, who are still living in Detroit, and he will
be sorely missed by his sisters, brothers, and
a host of other relatives.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Starghill was an in-
credible man, devoted to his family and dedi-
cated to his community. He leaves behind a
great legacy and | join the Camden community
and the entire state of New Jersey in honoring
the achievements and the life of this extraor-
dinary man.

—————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,768,664,619.57. We've
added $7,525,891,615,706.49 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

——————

SPRINGSPIRIT BASEBALL
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | spent a
recent hot, sunny day in my district visiting a
real life “Field of Dreams.” SpringSpirit Base-
ball near Houston, Texas in Spring Branch is
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providing opportunities for youth to realize
their dreams through sports and mentoring.

SpringSpirit's mission is to provide safe
pathways for youth to realize life opportunities
through sports, education, and mentoring pro-
grams based on Christian principles. They cre-
ate positive mentoring relationships between
the education system and families through
baseball, softball, soccer, and community pro-
grams.

It is a place that values integrity, patience,
perseverance and respect for the individual.

SpringSpirit provides programs combined
with the teaching of the gospel designed to
grow the mind, body and soul, and they have
a first-class sports training and education com-
plex in the heart of the North Spring Branch
community. They pair compassionate and car-
ing mentors with local youth, and find life op-
portunities that can help participants contribute
to their community and society and act as
stewards for others.

Recently, | toured the facility with Executive
Director John Meredith, Coach Ben Vigil and
a man | like to call the “Mayor” of Spring
Branch, Mr. Victor Alvarez.

| cannot express how impressed | was not
only with the facility, but the passion each of
these men brings to SpringSpirit Baseball.
SpringSpirit grew from humble beginnings at
the local Boys and Girls Club to a more than
three acre state-of-the-art facility.

SpringSpirit was founded by Kenny Baldwin
who after playing college baseball at Rice Uni-
versity and professional baseball spent many
successful years in the oil and gas industry.
He credits his success to strong coaches, lov-
ing mentors and faith leaders and wanted to
create these same opportunities and relation-
ships for underserved youth.

Fostering partnerships with the Cal Ripken,
Sr. Foundation, Camp Ozark, Chapelwood
United Methodist Church, Cornerstone Family
Ministries, Baseball USA and Boys and Girls
Club of Greater Houston among others,
SpringSpirit can offer afterschool programs,
summer camps, and baseball and soccer tour-
naments.

Among SpringSpirit's biggest fans are base-
ball greats Lance Berkman and Andy Pettitte.
Berkman and Pettitte support SpringSpirit by
serving as chairs of their annual fundraiser
and if you drop by SpringSpirit at just the right
time . . . you might be able to catch Lance
mentoring some of the kids!

Kenny, John, and the entire staff at
SpringSpirit Baseball should be commended
for their selfless service to the community.

Their vision to build a superb facility, offer it
to the youth of Spring Branch, and lead by ex-
ample truly enriches our community and our
city.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

IN SUPPORT OF REAUTHORIZING
THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to call for the House to bring H.R.
1031, the Promoting U.S. Jobs Through Ex-
ports Act for an immediate vote. This critical
legislation would reauthorize the Export-Import
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Bank of the United States, our nation’s official
export credit agency for the next seven years.
Currently, the Ex-Im Bank’s charter will ex-
pire at the end of this month if immediate ac-
tion is not taken. If Congress fails to do its job,
hundreds of thousands of American jobs, in-
cluding over 10,000 jobs in my district in
Houston and Harris County, Texas may be
lost to China, Japan, and other foreign com-
petitors if we force Ex-Im to close its doors.

The Export-Import Bank, created 80 years
ago during the depths of the Great Depres-
sion, has been authorized 16 times by Con-
gress with overwhelming bipartisan majorities
and has broad support from industry and labor
for the very simple fact that it works.

In the past six years, Ex-Im has supported
more than 1.3 million jobs and has returned
over $2 billion in deficit-reducing profits to the
U.S. Treasury while providing over $27 billion
in export credit last year alone.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when foreign com-
petition is becoming more fierce than ever be-
fore, with nations like China using any means
necessary to win contracts in overseas mar-
kets, Congress must do everything in its
power to support American small businesses
and working families, including the immediate,
long-term reauthorization of the Export-Import
Bank.

—————

HONORING MR. LARRY FLYNN
HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Larry Flynn for his con-
tributions to the aerospace industry, General
Dynamics and Gulfstream Aerospace, the
largest private employer in the First District of
Georgia.

Mr. Flynn’s career spans 33 years, begin-
ning in 1982 when he joined what was then
known as Combs Gates and served as execu-
tive vice president and general manager. He
later served as regional vice president for Sig-
nature Flight Support. His experience in man-
aging aircraft service facilities led to his posi-
tion as vice president, Location Based Serv-
ices, for Stevens Aviation, where he was re-
sponsible for managing six service facilities
and overseeing service on various models of
corporate jets.

Mr. Flynn joined Gulfstream in 1995 as vice
president and served in several key positions
to include president of Product Support and
senior vice president of Sales and Marketing.
He became Gulfstream’s president in 2011,
and also served as a vice president of Gen-
eral Dynamics. During Mr. Flynn’s tenure as
president, Gulfstream achieved several signifi-
cant milestones, including a seven-year, $500
million Savannah facility expansion; the entry
into service of the G280, the market-changing
G650 and its extended-range variant, the
G650ER; the unveiling of the G500; the an-
nouncement of the G600; the opening of the
Beijing service center and the expansions of
Gulfstream service centers in Brazil; London;
Westfield, Massachusetts; and Brunswick,
Georgia.

Mr. Flynn served on the Board of Directors
of the General Aviation Manufacturers Asso-
ciation as chairman of the Communications
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