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streets 100 years ago, and they held up 
large banners. Do you know what those 
banners said 100 years ago? They said: 
We want a 40-hour workweek. A 40-hour 
workweek was the demand 100 years 
ago. Today, we still have not achieved 
that goal. 

In fact, today 85 percent of men who 
are working and 66 percent of working 
women are working more than 40 hours 
a week. In fact, in America today—not 
widely known but true—our people are 
working the longest hours of any major 
country on Earth, because as real 
wages go down, people have to work 50 
hours or they have to work 60 hours. 
Husbands are working here, and wives 
are working there—all to cobble to-
gether some income in order to provide 
for the family. 

Today Americans are working 137 
hours a year more than workers in 
Japan—and the Japanese are very hard 
workers. We are working 260 hours 
more than the British and almost 500 
hours a year more than French work-
ers. 

That is why I am introducing legisla-
tion today to require employers to pro-
vide at least 10 days of paid vacation to 
workers in this country. This is al-
ready done in almost every other major 
country on Earth. It is one more way 
to demonstrate our commitment to 
real family values. What we are saying 
is that if families are overworked and 
if husbands and wives do not even have 
the time to spend together with their 
kids, what family values are about is 
that at least for 2 weeks a year, people 
can come together under a relaxed en-
vironment and enjoy the family. That 
is a family value that I want to see 
happen in this country. 

The time is long overdue for us to 
start talking about real family values, 
not about abortion, not about gay 
rights but the values the American 
people want to see inscribed in law to 
protect their families. Let us make 
sure every American worker is entitled 
to paid family and medical leave, paid 
sick time, and guaranteed at least 
some vacation time. Those are real 
family values. Let’s go forward and 
make that happen. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
WARNER, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
KAINE, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 1565. A bill to allow the Bureau of 
Consumer Financial Protection to pro-
vide greater protection to 
servicemembers; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today, 
along with Senators SCHUMER, MENEN-
DEZ, WARNER, MERKLEY, WARREN, 
BLUMENTHAL, FRANKEN, DURBIN, KAINE, 
and HIRONO, I am introducing the Mili-
tary Consumer Protection Act, which 
reinforces our commitment to con-
sumer protections for servicemembers. 

Our country has a strong tradition of 
ensuring that our servicemembers are 

protected while they sacrifice to keep 
our Nation safe. Building on such ef-
forts, Congress passed the Soldiers’ and 
Sailor’s Civil Relief Act as World War 
II escalated to provide crucial financial 
protections for servicemembers to ‘‘en-
able such persons to devote their entire 
energy to the defense needs of the Na-
tion.’’ Now called the Servicemember 
Civil Relief Act, SCRA, this law in-
cludes such protections as prohibiting 
the eviction of servicemembers and 
their dependents from rental or mort-
gaged properties and capping the inter-
est at 6 percent on debts incurred prior 
to an individual entering active duty 
military service. 

Despite the SCRA’s importance, en-
forcement of this critical law has been 
found to be inconsistent and subject to 
the discretion of our financial regu-
lators. Indeed, misinformation, lapses, 
and mistakes that the SCRA was in-
tended to fix continue to persist. More-
over, according to a July 2012 report 
from the Government Accountability 
Office, ‘‘in 2010, examinations for SCRA 
compliance occurred in an estimated 26 
percent of all [financial] institutions, 
compared with 2007 when about 4 per-
cent of all institutions were reviewed 
for SCRA.’’ 

Without a change in the law, SCRA 
enforcement will continue to be sub-
ject to the changing priorities of the fi-
nancial regulators. Simply put, 
prioritizing the consumer protection of 
our servicemembers should not be dis-
cretionary. It should be mandatory, 
and my legislation ensures that SCRA 
enforcement will be a permanent pri-
ority for the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau, CFPB, which Congress 
created to enforce Federal consumer fi-
nancial protection laws. 

In 2010, as we were debating the cre-
ation of the CFPB, I led the bipartisan 
effort to ensure it would contain a key 
role in protecting servicemembers 
through the establishment of an Office 
of Servicemember Affairs. Since that 
time, the CFPB has coordinated with 
other enforcement agencies and regu-
lators to help servicemembers recover 
millions in relief from unscrupulous 
actors in the financial marketplace. 
With this demonstrated record of suc-
cess in protecting our servicemembers, 
the CFPB is an ideal focal point for en-
forcement of certain key SCRA provi-
sions, such as the protections against 
default judgments and the maximum 
rate of interest on debts incurred be-
fore military service. 

As we take steps to protect our serv-
icemembers, we should do all we can to 
make sure there is a strong watchdog 
on the beat that can enforce the pro-
tections we have put in place. Our leg-
islation is supported by the National 
Guard Association of the United 
States, the National Military Family 
Association, the Military Officers As-
sociation of America, Americans for 
Financial Reform, the Consumer Fed-
eration of America, Consumer Action, 
the National Consumer Law Center, 
and the U.S. Public Interest Research 

Group. I urge our colleagues to help 
honor our commitment to our Nation’s 
servicemembers by joining us in this 
effort to improve the supervision and 
enforcement of the SCRA. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 199—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING ESTAB-
LISHING A NATIONAL STRA-
TEGIC AGENDA 
Mr. NELSON (for himself and Mr. 

THUNE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs: 

S. RES. 199 
Whereas the United States needs its lead-

ers to pursue policies in the interest of the 
United States that are foremost national pri-
orities; 

Whereas the United States faces many fis-
cal and long-term policy challenges that not 
only threaten the opportunities, hopes, and 
aspirations of the citizens of the United 
States, but the overall ability of the United 
States to be a world leader in bringing peace 
and stability around the world; 

Whereas the United States needs its lead-
ers to unite behind common goals and con-
crete solutions to create the next generation 
of growth and opportunity; 

Whereas a National Strategic Agenda can 
provide both a long-term vision and a pri-
ority list, oriented around common goals for 
the United States, both of which, as of May 
2015, do not exist in the Federal Government; 

Whereas adopting a National Strategic 
Agenda would bring a long-term vision to a 
policymaking process that has become too 
often dominated by short-term political con-
siderations; 

Whereas a National Strategic Agenda can 
provide a consistent framework and focus 
the attention of the Federal Government on 
the most urgent problems facing the United 
States; 

Whereas millions of people in the United 
States are currently seeking employment 
opportunities to improve their lives and pro-
vide a better future for their children; 

Whereas, as of May 2015, the Federal debt 
is higher as a percentage of gross domestic 
product than at any time since World War II 
and will be an unsustainable burden on fu-
ture generations if left unaddressed; 

Whereas the Social Security and Medicare 
benefits that millions of people in the United 
States have earned must be preserved and 
protected; 

Whereas a fiscally responsible solution to 
secure Social Security and Medicare for fu-
ture generations is needed now, as waiting 
longer will further jeopardize the ability to 
preserve and protect these programs; 

Whereas the United States can become en-
ergy secure by pursuing an all-of-the-above 
energy plan that develops more affordable 
and sustainable domestic energy sources, in-
creases energy efficiency, and builds a more 
reliable and resilient system for energy gen-
eration and transmission; and 

Whereas the creation and implementation 
of a new National Strategic Agenda for the 
United States will require the participation 
of both the legislative and executive branch 
along with agreement by all parties to work 
together: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the 4 goals of the National Strategic 
Agenda are to— 
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(A) create 25,000,000 new jobs over the next 

10 years; 
(B) balance the Federal budget by 2030; 
(C) secure Medicare and Social Security for 

the next 75 years; and 
(D) make the United States energy secure 

by 2024; 
(2) the Senate should strive to create, de-

bate, and adopt policy solutions to achieve 
the 4 goals of the National Strategic Agenda 
to address the national interest and prior-
ities represented by the agenda; and 

(3) in achieving success toward the Na-
tional Strategic Agenda, the goal of the Sen-
ate should be to reach solutions through— 

(A) collaboration, not division; 
(B) mutual respect, not partisan bickering; 

and 
(C) a commitment to honor the public duty 

of the Senate to the United States as a body 
of representatives elected by people across 
the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 200—WISHING 
HIS HOLINESS THE 14TH DALAI 
LAMA A HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY 
ON JULY 6, 2015, AND RECOG-
NIZING THE OUTSTANDING CON-
TRIBUTIONS HIS HOLINESS HAS 
MADE TO THE PROMOTION OF 
NONVIOLENCE, HUMAN RIGHTS, 
INTERFAITH DIALOGUE, ENVI-
RONMENTAL AWARENESS, AND 
DEMOCRACY 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 

KIRK, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
CARDIN, and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 200 

Whereas, for over 50 years, His Holiness the 
14th Dalai Lama has significantly advanced 
greater understanding, tolerance, harmony, 
and respect among the religious faiths of the 
world; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1989 in recognition of 
his efforts to seek a peaceful resolution to 
the situation in Tibet and to promote non-
violent methods for resolving conflict; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama was awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 2007 in recogni-
tion of his many enduring and outstanding 
contributions to peace, nonviolence, human 
rights, and religious understanding; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has led the effort 
to preserve the rich and unique cultural, re-
ligious, historical, and linguistic heritage of 
the people of Tibet while working to safe-
guard other endangered cultures throughout 
the world; 

Whereas the 14th Dalai Lama has devolved 
the traditional role of the Dalai Lama as the 
political head of the Tibetan government, 
and his own responsibilities within the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administration, in favor of the 
democratically elected leadership of Tibet-
ans in exile, while continuing to travel and 
speak as a spiritual leader for the people of 
Tibet; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama, together with 
leading environmentalists, has been gravely 
concerned by the degraded state of the envi-
ronment of Tibet and the consumption of the 
natural resources of Tibet, including fresh-
water, because the degradations have impli-
cations not only for the people of Tibet, but 
for the whole of Asia; and 

Whereas the people of the United States, 
including Tibetan Americans, have come to 
regard the Dalai Lama as a leading figure of 
moral and religious authority: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends well-wishes to the Dalai Lama 

on his 80th birthday; 
(2) recognizes the Dalai Lama for a lifelong 

commitment and outstanding contribution 
to the promotion of nonviolence, human 
rights, religious tolerance, environmental 
awareness, and democracy; and 

(3) recognizes the Dalai Lama for using 
moral authority to promote the concept of 
universal responsibility as a guiding tenet 
for how human beings should treat one an-
other and the planet that all human beings 
share. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1997. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill 
H.R. 1735, to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2016 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 1998. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. RUBIO) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. 
MCCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1999. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2000. Mr. MCCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill 
H.R. 1735, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 2001. Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. 
DAINES, and Mr. TILLIS) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2002. Mr. MCCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill 
H.R. 1735, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 2003. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2004. Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
PORTMAN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 1463 pro-
posed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2005. Mr. COTTON submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1569 proposed by Mr. BURR (for himself 
and Mrs. BOXER) to the amendment SA 1463 
proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2006. Mr. SCHATZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill 
H.R. 1735, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 2007. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2008. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2009. Ms. MIKULSKI submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 

amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2010. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2011. Ms. AYOTTE (for herself, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
NELSON, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. HATCH, and Mr. KIRK) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2012. Mr. MCCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill 
H.R. 1735, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 2013. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN 
to the bill H.R. 1735, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2014. Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 1463 pro-
posed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2015. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1463 proposed by Mr. MCCAIN to the bill 
H.R. 1735, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1997. Mr. INHOFE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1463 proposed by Mr. 
MCCAIN to the bill H.R. 1735, to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle C of title II, add the 
following: 
SEC. 236. ASSESSMENT OF EFFECT OF BETTER 

BUYING POWER 3.0 INITIATIVE ON 
INDEPENDENT RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT. 

(a) ASSESSMENT OF BETTER BUYING POWER 
3.0.—Not later than 90 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Defense shall submit to the congressional de-
fense committees an assessment of the Bet-
ter Buying Power 3.0 initiative and its man-
agement of independent research and devel-
opment activities by contractors of the De-
partment of Defense. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required 
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) An assessment of the implementation of 
Better Buying Power 3.0 and how it balances 
the need for management of reimbursement 
of Department contractor independent re-
search and development costs with the need 
to preserve the independence of a contractor 
to choose which technologies to pursue in its 
independent research and development pro-
gram. 

(2) An assessment of the costs, risks and 
benefits of proposed changes to the current 
guidelines of the Department for authorizing 
independent research and development by 
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