E894

healthcare services throughout the south-
western lllinois and Missouri.

———

INTRODUCTION OF RISK-BASED
CAPITAL STUDY ACT OF 2015

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
discuss my bill, the Risk-Based Capital Study
Act of 2015. My legislation requires the NCUA
to perform a study of appropriate capital re-
quirements for credit unions to ensure that
these institutions and their members are not
harmed by overregulation that suggests a so-
lution in search of a problem.

On January 15, 2015, the National Credit
Union Administration (NCUA) Board, in a 2—1
vote, issued a revised risk-based capital pro-
posed rule for credit unions. While the revised
proposal addresses some concerns expressed
by Congress and by credit unions regarding
the initial proposal, it still has raised a lot of
concern in the credit union community—as
evidenced by the revised proposal receiving
over 2,150 comments during the comment pe-
riod. A thorough study of the proposal before
it moves forward is necessary to ensure credit
unions and the communities they serve are
not unduly burdened.

The bill would require the NCUA to provide
to Congress an analysis on their legal author-
ity with respect to certain aspects of the pro-
posal, rationale behind the risk-weights as-
signed to various asset classes, and a close
look at how the proposal would impact lending
to credit union members before moving for-
ward with their proposed rule. Given the crit-
ical role credit unions play in lending to our
local communities, it's absolutely imperative
that this proposal is reviewed closely before a
judgement is made relative to moving forward.

———

TRIBUTE TO FLOYD AND BETTY
FOREMAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Floyd and Betty
Foreman of Council Bluffs, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 60th wedding anni-
versary. Floyd and Betty were married on
June 12, 1955. They were married at St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Council
Bluffs, where they continue to be active mem-
bers.

Floyd and Betty’s lifelong commitment to
each other and to their children, Kathryn,
Cindy, and Steve, and their grandchildren truly
embodies our lowa values. | salute this de-
voted couple on their 60th year together and
| wish them many more. | know my colleagues
in the House will join me in congratulating
them on this momentous occasion. | wish
them and their family all the best moving for-
ward.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE
SUPERFUND REINVESTMENT ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today,
joined by 16 original cosponsors, | am pleased
to introduce legislation to reauthorize the
Superfund taxes on polluting industries. The
Superfund Reinvestment Act will provide much
needed funding to clean up toxic waste sites
throughout the United States and relieve the
financial burden currently shouldered by the
American taxpayers who currently pay for this
cleanup.

Across the country there are more than
1,100 severely polluted Superfund sites. Ap-
proximately 49 million Americans live within
three miles of a Superfund site. These con-
taminated sites threaten humans with expo-
sure to toxins such as arsenic, benzene,
PCBs, mercury and a wide range of solvents,
resulting in health problems such as infertility,
low birth weight, birth defects, leukemia and
respiratory difficulties. This contamination also
threatens the economic and social vitality of
the communities that play host to these dirty
sites.

The Superfund program was originally cre-
ated in 1980 to cleanup these contaminated
sites and free residents of the health risks and
fears that come from living close to toxic
waste. In most cases, the EPA works with re-
sponsible parties to compel them to pay for
cleanup. At approximately 30 percent of
Superfund sites, however, those responsible
for the pollution cannot be found or do not
have the ability to pay, so the federal govern-
ment pays for the cleanup. Historically, the
Superfund Trust Fund, financed by taxes on
petroleum products, chemicals and corporate
income, was used for this purpose. Because
Congress has not reauthorized the Superfund
taxes since 1995, the Trust Fund has been
depleted and the funding for the cleanup of or-
phan sites has shifted primarily to general
funds.

The Superfund Reinvestment Act restores
the “polluter pays” taxes and updates these
taxes for inflation, returning fairness to the
process and once again making those respon-
sible for pollution pay for the cleanup. The bill
includes excise taxes of $.163 per barrel on
crude oil or refined oil products and taxes
ranging from $.51 to $11.35 per ton on certain
chemicals. The bill reinstates a corporate envi-
ronmental income tax of .12% on a corpora-
tion’s modified alternative minimum taxable in-
come that exceeds $3.735 million. This legis-
lation expands the definition of oil to include
unconventional crude oil sources, such as tar
sands and oil shale. This legislation also in-
cludes language to guarantee that money from
the Trust Fund is only spent on Superfund
cleanups.

| urge my colleagues to join me in working
to strengthen the Superfund program by en-
suring that polluters continue to pay. Restoring
the Superfund taxes will go a long way to-
wards making certain that funds are available
to cleanup America’s most toxic waste sites
and to help keep our communities and our
families safe, healthy and economically se-
cure.

June 15, 2015

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 10, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2685) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016,
and for other purposes:

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Chair, | rise
today to express my support for the Space-
Based Infrared Systems (SBIRS) Wide Field
of View (WFQV) effort.

Unfortunately, the House’s Defense Appro-
priations bill for FY16 would completely elimi-
nate SBIRS WFOV funding due to concerns
that the initiative was being used to develop
new technology rather than making evolution-
ary upgrades to existing programs.

| believe that these concerns are misplaced,
and | am concerned that eliminating funding
will derail this valuable effort at a critical junc-
ture. It is my understanding that SBIRS WFOV
does in fact support evolutionary development
of the Program of Record (POR). Data gath-
ered from WFOV efforts will support risk miti-
gation efforts to the POR and will facilitate
cost savings by maturing technologies before
implementing them on the POR.

It is worth noting that the Senate and House
Armed Services Committees fully funded the
WFQV effort in their respective versions of the
FY16 National Defense Authorization Act, as
did the Senate Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee.

The SBIRS WFOQV initiative is designed to
lower future costs while evolving vital compo-
nents of our national security space architec-
ture. | urge my colleagues to support full fund-
ing for this initiative during conference negotia-
tions.

TRIBUTE TO LORAINNE GENTRY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Lorraine
Gentry on the celebration of her 100th birth-
day. Ms. Gentry celebrated her 100th birthday
on April 22nd, 2015.

Our world has changed a great deal during
the course of Ms. Gentry’s life. Since her birth,
we have revolutionized air travel and walked
on the moon. We have invented the television,
cellular phones, and the internet. We have
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall
of Soviet communism, and witnessed the birth
of new democracies. Ms. Gentry has lived
through seventeen United States Presidents
and twenty-four Governors of lowa. In her life-
time, the population of the United States has
more than tripled.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent Ms.
Gentry in the United States Congress and it is
my pleasure to wish her a very happy 100th
birthday. | invite my colleagues in the House
to join me in congratulating Ms. Gentry on
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reaching this incredible milestone, and wishing
her even more health and happiness in the
years to come.

———

21ST CENTURY STEM FOR GIRLS
AND UNDERREPRESENTED MI-
NORITIES ACT OF 2015

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duced the 21st Century STEM for Girls and
Underrepresented Minorities Act because |
strongly believe that we need more girls and
minorities represented in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) careers
and professions.

Large segments of our population are
underrepresented in those academic and pro-
fessional areas, which means that our nation
is leaving a significant amount of talent on the
table—not engaging with or being exposed to
tools for tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, here is the problem.

According to a 2014 National Science Board
annual report, African Americans, Hispanics,
American Indians, and Alaska Natives ac-
counted for only 10 percent of U.S. workers in
science and engineering in 2010.

This is a far smaller proportion than their
share of the general population, which was 26
percent.

Women are also underrepresented in the
science and engineering workforce.

While women represent half of all college-
educated workers in the United States, they
made up just 28 percent of science and engi-
neering workers in 2010.

These statistics make clear we are ignoring
an untapped opportunity to expand STEM em-
ployment in the United States, employment
which leads to good jobs, steady wages, and
the ability to join the middle class.

The development of world-class talent in the
STEM fields here at home is critical to Amer-
ica’s global leadership.

Supporting women and minorities in STEM
is not only an essential part of America’s strat-
egy to out-innovate, out-educate, and out-build
the rest of the world, it is also important to stu-
dents themselves.

STEM careers offer women and minorities
the opportunity to engage in some of the most
exciting fields of discovery and technological
innovation.

A highly-skilled STEM educated workforce is
essential to ensuring the United States’ ability
to succeed in the 21st century global econ-
omy.

By broadening the STEM pipeline to include
those who have been historically underrep-
resented in STEM fields, we will create a larg-
er, more diverse STEM talent pool of problem
solvers and inventors.

We can increase the number of girls and
underrepresented minorities in the STEM
fields by getting these groups interested in
STEM early and keeping them engaged.

Students from historically disadvantaged
groups such as African Americans and His-
panics, both female and male, are less likely
to have access to advanced courses in math
and science in high school, which negatively
affects their ability to enter and successfully
complete STEM majors in college.
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That is why | am introducing the 21st Cen-
tury STEM for Girls and Underrepresented Mi-
norities Act.

This bill would provide funding to local
school districts to carry out activities designed
to better engage girls and underrepresented
minorities in STEM.

This way we can be sure to tap into these
vast talent pools of students, while they are
young.

Allowable activities under the legislation in-
clude improving professional development for
teachers and other school personnel, strength-
ening outreach to parents, providing mentoring
and tutoring programs, improving access to
afterschool and summer programs that provide
additional enrichment opportunities in STEM,
and providing academic advice and assistance
in high school course selection that encour-
ages girls and underrepresented minorities to
take advanced STEM classes.

Diversity is key for the United States to con-
tinue to prosper and compete: We must do
more to recruit women and underrepresented
minorities into the science, technology, engi-
neering and math fields.

Diversity drives innovation, and its absence
imperils our creativity and our productivity.

By training our nation’s underserved talent
in STEM fields, we will ensure that we have
the intellectual capital essential to enhance
our position as the world’s strongest economy,
passing American greatness to the next gen-
eration.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in this
effort my co-sponsoring.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DR. GARY
HOLLANDER

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Gary Hollander who has served as
a mentor, teacher, union leader, college in-
structor, consultant, and academic adminis-
trator. Gary Hollander is the first and only
President of Diverse & Resilient, Inc. He
founded this nonprofit organization to become
a voice for the healthy development of Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered
(LGBT) people in Wisconsin during his 20
years with the agency. He officially steps
down as President and CEO of Diverse & Re-
silient, Inc. in July, 2015.

The agency’s name serves to remind us
that LGBT people are everywhere, engage in
interesting and meaningful lives, and con-
tribute to the welfare of each other and the
broader community. Diverse & Resilient
serves over 5,000 LGBT people every year.
The agency has built the capacity of LGBT
groups in Wisconsin and provided direct-serv-
ice work to address the health disparities ex-
perienced by LGBT people in Wisconsin. The
agency has focused on six priority areas: Ac-
ceptance, Cultivating Leaders, Mental Health,
Sexual Health, Partner & Community Violence,
and Substance Use.

Gary Hollander is a life-long resident of Wis-
consin. He earned a doctorate in educational
psychology from the University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee where he earned both graduate
and undergraduate honors. Gary has both
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taught and served as a school psychologist in
Milwaukee Public Schools. He worked at
Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin and was
also a national consultant for Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America. Gary has worked
in health care heading up educational and re-
search programs, starting and managing an
HIV clinic, and held clinical positions in family
medicine, psychiatry, and psychology. He is
also a very active volunteer serving on boards
of directors of agencies and other leadership
roles.

Hollander is an outspoken proponent for
LGBT people across Wisconsin. He has used
his platform to build strong relationships with
other community agencies in order to educate
people on the impact of HIV/AIDS in our com-
munity and to look at LGBT issues as part of
a broader public health agenda. Under his
leadership, the agency has increased its visi-
bility and expanded the number of age groups
it attracts and serves.

Although he will no longer be at the helm of
Diverse & Resilient, Hollander will continue to
advocate and empower people who remain
marginalized based on their race, gender or
sexual orientation. He also will continue to
honor his late husband of 32 years, Paul
Mandracchia, an artist and dancer who died
December 24, 2014 after a long battle with
multiple sclerosis.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize Dr.
Gary Hollander. He has left a legacy of advo-
cacy and compassion. He is a true trailblazer
who has labored to increase acceptance and
tolerance for not just gay people but for all of
us. The citizens of the Fourth Congressional
District, the State of Wisconsin and the nation
have benefited tremendously from his dedi-
cated service. | am honored for these reasons
to pay tribute to Dr. Gary Hollander.

TRIBUTE TO REBEKAH TOPHAM

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 15, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and congratulate Rebekah
Topham of Griswold, lowa, for her extraor-
dinary accomplishment as one of lowa’s most
decorated track athletes. In May, Rebekah
ended her brilliant high school track career at
Griswold High School, winning her 11th state
championship gold medal.

Rebekah’s love for running began at a
young age. As a freshman, Rebekah rocketed
onto the scene by winning three state titles
along with a runner-up medal. But that was
only a glimpse of what was to come. Rebekah
won eight more gold medals in the next three
years, rounding out one of the best track sea-
sons in lowa high school history. Rebekah’s
success on the track demonstrates the re-
wards of hard work, dedication, and persever-
ance.

It is with great honor that | recognize Re-
bekah for her outstanding achievements. | am
proud to represent her, and her family in the
United States Congress. | know that my col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Rebekah
and wishing her nothing but the best as she
continues working towards her dreams as a
collegiate track athlete.
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