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For Sergeant First Class Ferguson,
his family, and the residents of Mul-
berry, Florida, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in supporting such a
worthy cause.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. WALKER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1326.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HERMAN BADILLO POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1350) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 442 East 167th Street in Bronx,
New York, as the ‘“‘Herman Badillo
Post Office Building.”

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1350

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. HERMAN BADILLO POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 442
East 167th Street in Bronx, New York, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Herman
Badillo Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘“Herman Badillo Post
Office Building™’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. WALKER) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Ms. PLASKETT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks, and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 1350,
introduced by Representative JOSE E.
SERRANO.

H.R. 1350 designates the post office
located at 442 East 167th Street in
Bronx, New York, as the Herman
Badillo Post Office Building.
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Mr. Badillo was a United States Con-
gressman who represented the South
Bronx. He was born in Puerto Rico and
has the distinction of being the first
United States Congressman of Puerto
Rican heritage.

Throughout his life, Mr. Badillo over-
came hardship and adversity. After
being orphaned at a young age, he
moved to the United States when he
was 11. From there, he went on to
achieve great things.

Mr. Badillo graduated with honors
from City College in 1951 and, shortly
thereafter, graduated from Brooklyn
Law School, where he was valedic-
torian of his class. In addition to the
first Puerto Rican-born Congressman,
he was the first Puerto Rican-born city
commissioner and Bronx Borough
president.

I agree with my colleague Represent-
ative SERRANO’s assessment of Mr.
Badillo: he truly is a testament to the
American Dream.

Herman Badillo passed away on De-
cember 3, 2014. Naming a postal facility
for Mr. Badillo in the community that
he served will honor him as the great
public servant he was.

I urge Members to support this bill,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As a Virgin Islander living next door
to Puerto Rico and as a former assist-
ant district attorney in Bronx County,
where Mr. Badillo lived, it gives me
great pleasure to join my colleagues in
supporting H.R. 1350, a bill to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 442 East 167th Street
in Bronx, New York, as the Herman
Badillo Post Office Building.

Born in Caguas, Puerto Rico, on Au-
gust 21, 1929, Mr. Badillo went on to be-
come America’s first Puerto Rican-
born Congressman and a prominent fig-
ure in New York City politics. The only
son of Francisco and Carmen Rivera
Badillo, he suffered the loss of both his
parents by his fifth birthday. He was
taken in by relatives, and at the age of
11, without knowing English, moved to
East Harlem, New York. He learned
English and excelled in school, working
his way through college and law school
as a dishwasher, bowling pinsetter, and
accountant. After graduating with high
honors from City College in 1951, Her-
man went on to become valedictorian
of his Brooklyn Law School class in
1954.

Herman Badillo practiced law in New
York and won election as Bronx Bor-
ough president in 1965. He ran for Con-
gress and won in 1970. While Mr.
Badillo was considered a Democrat dur-
ing his 7 years in this Chamber, he did
not view himself as bound by party loy-
alties. Mr. Badillo served this Chamber
with honor and distinction for 7 years
before resigning his seat in 1977 to
serve the people of New York as deputy
mayor to New York Mayor Ed Koch.
Mr. Badillo continued to serve the city
of New York and remained involved in
education reform until he died at age
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85 on December 3, 2014. He is survived
by his wife, Gail, and his son, David.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this
bill to honor Herman Badillo’s lifetime
of service and dedication to the city of
New York and to this country.

I urge the passage of H.R. 1350, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
SERRANO).

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Ms. PLASKETT for the time, and thank
both Mr. WALKER and Ms. PLASKETT for
that wonderful presentation of the life
of one of my predecessors, Herman
Badillo. And so rather than get into
the details that have already been
mentioned, let me just tell you person-
ally what it means to me, what he
meant to me, and what this loss of his
passing means to all of us.

Herman came along at a time when
Puerto Ricans in New York were seen
as good, hard-working people, but some
people were not crazy about the idea of
us being in public office or in govern-
ment, and he showed the way. Having
been valedictorian at law school, he
came and he immediately got involved
in local politics. It is said that by the
age of 18, he was already running for
local office in East Harlem.

He became the first Bronx Borough
president. That is equivalent to a coun-
ty executive of Puerto Rican back-
ground. Then he ran for Congress,
being the first voting Member of Con-
gress. Let me just explain that for a
second. There has been a Member of
Congress from Puerto Rico since 1998,
but none, to this day, has had full vot-
ing rights. He was the first one of Puer-
to Rican background with full voting
rights in 1970.

He left this place that he loved so
much to become deputy mayor because
he felt that he could make a difference
in New York, and he served under the
administration of Ed Koch. During the
time he was here, he helped to found
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus; he
helped with issues of education and
housing, and just economic develop-
ment for our community.

But for those of us who were starting
out, he stood as a giant. He stood as
this tall man, which he was, who was
totally bilingual, who could speak well,
who could think well, who was so calm
yet so aggressive, and he inspired all of
us. I know that on the House floor we
don’t mention political campaigns, but
it can be said that when I first ran in
1974 for the State assembly, he was at
my side. And that was part of who he
was.

He encouraged young people from the
community, from all walks of life, to
get involved in politics. I remember he
always used to tell me, Make sure the
same thing everywhere you go. Don’t
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play to that audience and then play to
that audience, because, first of all, that
is wrong and, secondly, you will get
caught up in making a mistake or tell-
ing a lie. So make sure you say what
you feel from the heart, even if it up-
sets people.

Now in New York, it is very fashion-
able, although it takes hard work, for
Latinos of all different groups to be
members of the city council and the
State assembly and the State Senate
and, yes, the Congress. But when Her-
man came along, that wasn’t the case.
He opened up those doors, and he in-
spired all of us to become who we are
today. I could not be a Member of Con-
gress now had he not shown the way
that people like us could, in fact, be a
Member of Congress.

Part of most of the district I rep-
resent used to be in his district, so this
was a great loss to us. By naming a
post office, we can at least always have
his name vivid and that respect vivid
for this person who came from Puerto
Rico and, as was said, who lost both his
parents before the age of 5; who came
to New York with an aunt not speaking
English hardly at all, and yet who ex-
celled in school and became this figure
who was nationally known.

So, Herman, we thank you for who
you were. We thank you for your lead-
ership. But most of all, we thank you
for putting our community on the po-
litical map.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. WALKER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1350.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
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SERGEANT FIRST CLASS WILLIAM
B. WOODS, JR. POST OFFICE

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 728) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 7050 Highway BB in Cedar Hill,
Missouri, as the ‘‘Sergeant First Class
William B. Woods, Jr. Post Office’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 728

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SERGEANT FIRST CLASS WILLIAM B.
WOODS, JR. POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 7050
Highway BB in Cedar Hill, Missouri, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Sergeant First
Class William B. Woods, Jr. Post Office’’.
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(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant First Class
William B. Woods, Jr. Post Office’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. WALKER) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Ms. PLASKETT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 728, intro-
duced by Representative BLAINE
LUETKEMEYER. H.R. 728 designates the
post office located at 7050 Highway BB
in Cedar Hill, Missouri, as the Sergeant
First Class William B. Woods, Jr. Post
Office.

Sergeant First Class Woods was a
Special Forces senior medical sergeant
and native of Hermann, Missouri. After
graduation from Northwest High
School in Cedar Hill, Missouri, he en-
listed with the United States Marine
Corps as a rifleman in 1996. Sergeant
First Class Woods later enlisted in the
United States Army, and in 2003, he at-
tended the Special Forces qualifica-
tions course. Sergeant First Class
Woods earned the distinguished green
beret and was deployed to Afghanistan
in July 2009 in support of Operation En-
during Freedom.

He gave his life for his country about
a month later. On August 16, 2009, in a
hospital in Germany, Sergeant First
Class Woods died from wounds he sus-
tained while conducting a mounted pa-
trol in Ghazni province, Afghanistan, 2
days before.

Sergeant First Class Woods will be
remembered not only for his personal
accomplishments, graduating from
many of the Army’s elite schools and
earning numerous medals, but also as
the example of courage and sacrifice. I
urge Members to support this bill to
name a post office in honor of this
brave young soldier.

I would like to add that Congressman
LUETKEMEYER was, unfortunately, un-
able to make it this evening for the
consideration of his bill, so I will sub-
mit for the RECORD a statement from
the Congressman.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in
supporting H.R. 728, a bill to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 7050 Highway BB in
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Cedar Hill, Missouri, as the Sergeant
First Class William B. Woods, Jr. Post
Office.

Born in Hermann, Missouri, William
Woods, dJr., studied photography at
Montana State University. Following
in the footsteps of a long line of mili-
tary men in his family, William en-
listed in the United States Marine
Corps in 1996.

There, he served as a scout sniper
until joining the U.S. Army Special
Forces as a senior medical sergeant in
2003. He was assigned to B Company,
2nd Battalion, 20th Special Forces
Group and was stationed in Glen Arm,
Maryland.

Tragically, while serving as a doctor
in Ghazni province, Afghanistan, Ser-
geant First Class Woods, Jr., was shot
and Kkilled while on patrol on August
16, 2009.

Sergeant First Class Woods, Jr., is
survived by his wife, Elizabeth, and
two daughters, Lily and Ella. He is re-
membered as an adventurous outdoors-
man, as well as a dedicated family
man, loyal husband, and loving father.
Sergeant First Class Woods, Jr., re-
ceived a number of awards, including
the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart,
for his service.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting this bill to honor
the valiant service and sacrifices of
Sergeant First Class William B. Woods,
Jr., and of his family. I urge the pas-
sage of H.R. 728.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I urge
the adoption of this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of my legislation, H.R. 728,
which would designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 7050
Highway BB in Cedar Hill, Missouri as the
“Sergeant First Class William B. Woods, Jr.
Post Office.”

SFC Woods was a decorated constituent of
the Third district of Missouri who dedicated his
life to protecting our country. After graduation
from Northwest High School in Cedar Hill, Mis-
souri, he first enlisted with the United States
Marine Corps in 1996 as a rifleman, and later
enlisted in the United States Army where he
attended the Special Forces Qualification
Course in 2003 and earned the Green Beret.
While in the U.S. Army, SFC Woods was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 20th Special
Forces Group (Airborne) and deployed to Af-
ghanistan in 2009 during Operation Enduring
Freedom.

On August 16, 2009, SFC Woods died in
Germany from wounds sustained while con-
ducting a mounted patrol in the Ghazni Prov-
ince, Afghanistan on August 14, 2009. He is
survived by his loving wife, Elizabeth, and two
daughters.

SFC Woods’ many awards and decorations
include the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart
Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medal, National
Defense Medal, and Afghanistan Campaign
Medal with Bronze Service Star, among many
others.

I am honored to name this post office after
SFC Woods. His dedication and sacrifices for
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