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volunteered with the Camarillo YMCA and the
Naval Base Ventura, Youth Sports Association
where he coached basketball and soccer for
six youth teams. He volunteered at local
homeless shelters and rescue missions distrib-
uting food at Thanksgiving and giving out gifts
at Christmas. He routinely opened the station
for tours to local schools and provided out-
reach by visiting and speaking at local schools
during Career Day functions.

For over two decades, Lieutenant Miller's
exceptional career and community involve-
ment is indicative of his commitment to serv-
ing his country. As he embarks on a new
chapter in his life as Commanding Officer for
the Coast Guard District Response Advisory
Team in New Orleans, Louisiana, | want to ex-
press my sincere appreciation for Lieutenant
Miller's honorable and selfless service to our
community. | wish him the best in all his future
endeavors.
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and commend John
Michael “Mike” Ringler on the occasion of his
retirement, having served for 17 years on the
House Appropriations Committee. In total, he
has provided more than 27 years of distin-
guished, quiet service to our country. His in-
tegrity stands as a model for us all.

Mike, a native of Rector, Pennsylvania,
graduated from Georgetown University with a
Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service, en-
hancing his experience by studying abroad in
the United Kingdom and Ecuador. He also
earned a Master of Public and International
Affairs from the University of Pittsburgh. Mike
counts himself as an avid fan of Steelers foot-
ball and Hoyas basketball, and he fine tunes
his own basketball skills at weekend games
with friends and colleagues.

Mike began his career in Washington, D.C.
in 1987 as a Presidential Management Intern
at the U.S. Information Agency, Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs. From there,
he rose through the ranks as a budget analyst
then financial manager by 1996 before spend-
ing a year as the budget officer for the Broad-
casting Board of Governors. In 1997, he start-
ed his dedicated service to the House Appro-
priations Committee, serving as Professional
Staff from 1997 through 2001; Majority Clerk
and Staff Director from 2002 through 2006;
Minority Clerk and Staff Director from 2007
through 2010; and finally as Majority Clerk and
Staff Director from 2011 through the early
spring of 2015. Mike spent his entire Congres-
sional career working on the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Subcommittee, where he was re-
sponsible for leading the review, analysis, and
production of the annual appropriations bill
providing more than $50 billion for the Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Department of Jus-
tice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the National Science Foundation,
and several related agencies. He also
oversaw spending for various State Depart-
ment programs and the U.S. Supreme Court.
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Mike recently has gone back to his roots and
now works for his alma mater, the University
of Pittsburgh.

Mike’s contributions extend beyond his role
on the Appropriations Committee. For years,
he participated as a reading mentor with Ev-
erybody Wins! in Washington, D.C., a literacy
mentor program with one-on-one, read-aloud
sessions. Mike’s other passions include
music—both playing guitar and attending clas-
sical Indian music recitals and small music
venues.

Mr. Speaker, Mike Ringler has left a tan-
gible, lasting imprint on the Congress where
he was known as a calm, diligent force on the
Committee and a trusted mentor for profes-
sional staff and fellow clerks alike. He will be
remembered for his many contributions to the
Committee. | wish Mike and his family contin-
ued success as he enters this next stage of
his life, and | ask my colleagues to join me in
expressing my appreciation for his tremendous
contributions to our nation.

————
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Mr. William “Bill” Clemens
Walker, who passed away peacefully on April
24, 2015. Bill was born to his loving parents
Lewis and Ina Walker on May 5, 1925. He
was raised in Southern lllinois where he at-
tended a one-room schoolhouse, and while at-
tending school he began working in his fa-
thers  general merchandise store in
Grantsburg, IL as well as his father’s furniture
store in Vienna, IL.

Bill was very successful in his schooling
having graduated from Vienna Township High
School in 1942, Northwestern University in
1945, and the Harvard Business School’s Mid-
Officer Certificate program for Navy Supply
Corps Officers in 1945. Bill was very kind and
hardworking but above all else, he loved his
family and they were his most prized posses-
sion. For all who knew Bill, one of his proud-
est achievements in life had been serving as
an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. He was stationed
as Commissary Officer on Guam, until he was
honorably discharged in 1946. Bill later dedi-
cated over 32 years working for General Elec-
tric (GE) in computer systems until finally retir-
ing in 1988. Bill was passionate about cook-
ing, photography, writing, and working with
computers.

On January 16, 1955 Bill married Ms. Joyce
(Harkins) Walker in northern Georgia and later
the pair welcomed their son Jeffrey and
daughter Nancy. After Joyce’s passing, Bill
married BettyAnn Walker in 1997. The pair
lived in Naples, Florida until his passing this
year. Bill is preceded in death by his father
Lewis; mother Ina; wife Joyce; and his two
brothers Newton and James. He leaves be-
hind his wife BettyAnn; son Jeff; daughter
Nancy; sister Elizabeth; and seven grand-
children. | would like to extend my deepest
condolences to Bill’'s entire family. He was a
great man whose legacy will continue to live
on, and he will be missed.
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Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. and Mrs. Carl and Heide Hagar
on their 50th Wedding Anniversary, which they
will be celebrating on July 10, 2015.

Carl was born in Oklahoma and grew up in
Arkansas. After Carl joined the United States
Army, he was deployed to Germany. During
his time in Germany, he met his wife, Heide,
who was born in Altenmunster, Germany.
Through their married years they lived in Ger-
many, Vietnam, and the United States. Carl
and Heide settled in Iberia, Missouri and have
lived there since 1979. After 22 years of serv-
ice in the United States Army, Carl retired.
Heide worked in the Mess Hall at Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri for 29 years. They have
raised three children, Lou Ann Elmore, Walter
Stephen Hagar, and Jeffery Andrew Hagar.

Marriage is a sacred institution that rep-
resents true love, commitment, and dedication
to family. This is a special time to celebrate
and showcase the depth of your love and de-
votion to one another.

| ask you in joining me in recognizing Mr.
and Mrs. Carl Hagar on this momentous occa-
sion.

———
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Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Adel Hagekhalil, Assistant Di-
rector for the City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of
Sanitation, on his election as President of the
National Association of Clean Water Agencies
(NACWA). The Bureau of Sanitation is respon-
sible for operating and maintaining one of the
world’s largest wastewater collection and treat-
ment systems. Over 6,500 miles of sewers
serve more than four million residential and
business customers in Los Angeles and 29
contracting cities and agencies, treating an av-
erage of 550 million gallons of wastewater
each day of the year.

Adel is a dynamic leader who has shown an
unparalleled ability to collaborate and bring di-
verse interests together for a common
cause—strengths ideally suited for the
NACWA Presidency. During this transition
year for NACWA, Adel's steady leadership
style will help ensure that the Association will
build on its 45-year record of being a dynamic
and forward-thinking environmental organiza-
tion.

Beyond his wealth of environmental, engi-
neering, and management expertise, Adel uti-
lized a collaborative approach to watershed-
based solutions that garnered broad support
among the public, business, elected officials,
regulators and policymakers. He moves the
needle in the right direction, is results-ori-
ented, and gets the job done.
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