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and defeat ISIL without dragging the United
States into another unnecessary ground war in
the Middle East.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a good friend and a pioneer from my
home state of Michigan, Jane Hart. Jane
passed away on June 5, 2015.

Some of us in Congress knew Jane through
her husband, the late Senator Phil Hart, for
whom the Hart Senate Office Building is
named and who was known as the “con-
science of the Senate.” | had the privilege of
knowing her personally through common en-
deavors in Michigan. So while Jane Hart was
her husband’s partner in so many ways during
his service to the people of Michigan, she was
a leader and a trailblazer in her own right. She
was a person with an unusual combination of
a sense of responsibility for the common
good, family loyalty and respect for individ-
uality.

Like so many women during World War I,
Jane was committed to helping the American
war effort. She was involved with the Amer-
ican Red Cross, helping to found their motor
corps. She trained other women to drive the
trucks built in Michigan factories to military
bases around the country and to ports for
transport overseas. Her involvement in this ef-
fort led to her interest in flying. During a time
when there were very few women pilots, Jane
earned licenses to fly single and multi-engine
airplanes. She later became the first woman in
the state of Michigan to earn a license to fly
helicopters, and during her husband’s first
campaign for the Senate, she flew Phil to
campaign events throughout the state.

Her passion for flight led to an interest in
the space program, and she, along with 12
others, were the first women to pass the phys-
ical and psychological tests required by NASA
of astronaut candidates. NASA denied their
entry into the astronaut program, and the De-
troit News reported that she commented at the
time, “The men just could not get it and the
country lost a great opportunity.” While this
group of women, who became known as the
Mercury 13, never went to space themselves,
their efforts and their advocacy helped to pave
the way for Sally Ride to become the first
American woman astronaut, and for all the
women who have contributed so much to our
space program since Ms. Ride’s historic flight.

As a pioneer for women in flight and in
space, it was no surprise that Jane Hart was
a powerful advocate for women’s rights in
general. In 1966, Jane was a founding board
member of the National Organization for
Women (NOW), where she chaired the new
organization’s Task Force on Legal and Polit-
ical Rights, and she helped to establish NOW
chapters in Michigan and in Washington, DC.
For many years, she passionately advocated
for an Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. In recognition of her leadership,
Jane was inducted into the Michigan Women’s
Hall of Fame in 2007.

Jane was also a well-known peace activist
during the tumultuous period of the Vietnam
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War, which her son Michael told the Wash-
ington Post sometimes made things “a little bit

. complicated” for her husband. But, as
her son also noted to the Post, “On occasion
someone would demand of him, ‘Can’'t you
control that wife of yours?’ But the senator
would respond, ‘Why would 1?"”

While leading a life of adventure and advo-
cacy, Jane Hart also raised her family with
love and commitment. She and Phil Hart had
nine children, eight grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren. To them, and to all who
knew her, Jane Hart was a vital force whose
intelligence, energy and passion were inspira-
tional. | encourage my colleagues to join me
in remembering Jane Hart’'s remarkable con-
tributions to our country and in extending con-
dolences to the Hart family on her passing.
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing spiritual leader and man of God, the
Reverend Roosevelt Franklin. Sadly, Rev-
erend Franklin passed away on Monday, June
15, 2015. His passing leaves a tremendous
void in the hearts of his family, friends, and
followers in Georgia and across the world. A
funeral service was held in his honor on Satur-
day, June 20, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church in Macon, Georgia.

Reverend Roosevelt Delano Franklin John-
son was born on August 30, 1933 in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee to James and Cora
Ponds Johnson. He attended Oxford School of
Divinity in England. Reverend Franklin began
his ministry in 1966, and for the past forty-nine
years, he has been a willing vessel for the
Lord.

Known around the world as the “Original
Georgia Prophet,” Rev. Franklin traveled the
globe teaching people of all walks of life. He
served as pastor of Free For All Baptist
Church in Greenwood, South Carolina from
1951 until 1952, when he became a spiritual
radio minister. He ministered at Spiritual
Church in Aiken, South Carolina from 1962—
1963. His journey then took him to Macon,
Georgia, where he became President of
United Council of Spiritual Ministers and Tal-
ent Coordinator and Promoter of numerous re-
nowned spiritual singers.

Always seeking to improve the craft of
Christian ministry and discipleship, Rev.
Franklin created the television program, “The
Prosperity Way of Living” and the radio pro-
gram, “Echo of Prophecy,” in the early 1960s.
In 1966, Rev. Franklin founded the Holy Trinity
House of God, which he pastored until his de-
parture to his eternal reward.

Rev. Franklin proudly served the craft of
Smooth Ashlar Grand Lodge. He was National
Grand Orator for the National Grand Council
of Nine. Rev. Franklin received numerous
awards and recognitions for his accomplish-
ments.

A charismatic leader with an infectious spir-
itual zeal, Reverend Franklin had a way of en-
suring that his listeners found their way to
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prosperity and happiness as they lived their
lives in Christ. But beyond his radio ministry,
Rev. Franklin made himself available to those
who sought a relationship with Christ, and he
would hold personal consultations with anyone
who needed guidance and encouragement.
He taught people to be positive, to search for
knowledge, and overall, to be guided by the
voice of God. Rev. Franklin was truly a man
of integrity who exuded the genuine principles
and values of Christian discipleship.

On a personal note, | have truly been
blessed by Rev. Franklin’s sage counsel and
enduring friendship over the many years |
have known him.

Dr. George Washington Carver once said,
“No individual has any right to come into the
world and go out of it without leaving behind
distinct and legitimate reasons for having
passed through it.” We are so blessed that the
Reverend Roosevelt Franklin passed this way
and shared with us his legacy of service that
will stand the test of time. Surely, the wealth
of wisdom that Reverend Franklin has given to
his listeners will forever resonate in their
hearts and spirits.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 730,000 people in the Sec-
ond Congressional District of Georgia, would
like to extend our deepest sympathies to Rev.
Franklin’s family, friends, and followers during
this difficult time. May we all be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

———
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
celebrate the 140th anniversary of the Bor-
ough of Bangor, located in Northampton
County, Pennsylvania, and its listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

The area now known as Bangor, PA was
settled in 1735. It was first named Uttsville
after Adam Utt, one of the area’s first hotel
builders. In 1855, the name was changed to
New Village. Slate was discovered in 1856.
Robert M. Jones, from Bethesda, Wales,
founded the slate industry, and the first quarry
opened in 1863. Bangor was incorporated as
a borough on May 5, 1875. At that time, the
population was 1,500. It was and is the core
community in what came to be known as the
Slate Belt region of Northampton County. At
its height, Bangor's slate was known as the
finest in the world, and Bangor was home to
over seven major hotels.

In the mid-1990s, a group of Bangor resi-
dents sought to preserve the borough’s histor-
ical assets to secure its future vitality. In 2007,
Bangor’s Borough Business Revitalization Pro-
gram joined a regional Main Street Program to
foster the image of Bangor’s traditional assets.
The program later evolved into the Slate Belt
Community Partnership, which continued the
work. The National Register of Historic Places
listing was approved in late 2014. Its focus is
the slate extraction industry and the ethnic
groups it attracted to Bangor from 1866—1940.

| offer congratulations to the residents of
Bangor for fulfilling their vision of a preserved
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