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as an intern. In 1985, he was promoted
to community development director. In
1988, he continued his career as the
community development director for
the city of Downey. He later became
Downey’s assistant city manager and
director of economic development. He
served as the city manager in the city
of South Pasadena for 4 years before
coming to the city of Signal Hill.

Under his guidance, the city of Sig-
nal Hill established three commercial
centers, the Town Center North, the
Town Center West, and the Signal Hill
Gateway Center.

He facilitated the relocation of a
Mercedes Benz dealership to Signal
Hill and the expansion of the Glenn E.
Thomas Dodge dealership, growing
sales and tax revenues from $6 million
to more than $12 million. Additionally,
he completed the development of six
community parks and a new police sta-
tion.

Ken has been active in regional
issues, also, and he has been a leader
with expertise on water issues, working
with 27 of the area’s Gateway Cities
Council of Governments on water,
storm water, and urban runoff regula-
tions and practices.

He has served as the chair of the city
manager’s steering committee for the
Gateway Cities manager’s group, and
he was a member of the water quality
task force for the League of California
Cities.

As you can tell, I respect and admire
Ken Farfsing’s leadership and service
to the community of Signal Hill, and
he will be greatly missed. I want to
wish him the very best as he retires.
His impact on the city of Signal Hill
will always be remembered.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to ask
all my distinguished colleagues to join
me in thanking Ken Farfsing for his 19
years of public service within the city
of Signal Hill.

——
O 1100
POWER OF THE PURSE ACT OF 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. RIBBLE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce the Power of the
Purse Act of 2015. I wrote this bill to
restore Congress’ ability to set prior-
ities within Federal spending and,
quite frankly, to better control it. To
do that, my bill simply removes the
firewall that exists within sequestra-
tion between defense spending and non-
discretionary spending. It allows Con-
gress to regain the power of the purse
so that we can take discretionary
spending and take defense spending,
but right now, the firewall requires us
to spend equally on both. The Constitu-
tion gives the power of the purse clear-
ly to Congress, and, as elected Rep-
resentatives, we have an obligation to
make the hard choices about where
your tax dollars are spent.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take you back
to 2011. The country was facing its
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third year in a row with trillion-dollar
deficits. Republicans and Democrats
alike here in the House, Republicans
and Democrats in the Senate, and the
President of the United States signed
into law the Budget Control Act, the
result of a failure of Congress to come
to a better agreement.

The intention of that act was to con-
trol spending, to put caps on spending.
But to get Democrats to agree to it, we
had to say we would only spend 50 per-
cent of discretionary spending on de-
fense spending; yet Republicans, we
would only put 50 percent on non-
defense spending. So we locked our-
selves and tied our hands, but we
couldn’t actually prioritize.

In 2011, you could make the argu-
ment, as some did—I was here at the
time, but prior to that, I was not
here—when they argued that we should
spend more money here in the United
States on domestic spending, and they
passed an $800 billion stimulus bill.
They had the ability to do that and ad-
just to the global financial crisis. In
2011, they responded to the terrorist at-
tacks and decided to spend more money
on defense.

But today we don’t get to respond.
We have to say, 50 percent here, 50 per-
cent there, without regard to the cir-
cumstances that we face. This makes
no sense at all.

Today we are facing a new and an un-
precedented number of threats. They
are coming at us from all around the
world. ISIS poses one of the greatest
terrorist threats that we have seen
since 9/11, while Iraq, Syria, and Yemen
descend further into chaos. Iran re-
mains committed to advancing its nu-
clear infrastructure while continuing
to meddle and support instability in
the region. And we have seen an alarm-
ing rise in cyber threats from both
nonstate and state actors like Russia,
Iran, and North Korea. China has start-
ed to build islands in the China Sea,
raising tensions in Southeast Asia.

By removing the arbitrary firewall
that exists under sequestration, budget
caps on defense and nondefense discre-
tionary spending, we restore spending
control back to the Congress, and we
can appropriately respond to these
international and global threats and
require more focus on defense.

Tomorrow could be just as well some-
thing else. It could be infrastructure
right here at home or education. This
is National Alzheimer’s Month. Maybe
it would be spending more there to
cure that horrible disease. We need to
have the ability here to respond to the
climate and environment that we face
today, not what it was 4 years ago. My
bill simply allows us to do that. By
taking the taxpayer dollars that are
sent by hard-working taxpayers here,
it allows this Congress to make the de-
termination on what the priorities
ought to be at the time that we face
those priorities.

Now, I know Democrats are con-
cerned that we will just blow up and
spend more money on defense, and Re-
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publicans are concerned that if Demo-
crats control it they would spend more
money on discretionary spending. My
bill does not remove the caps, but it
does make this Congress have to debate
with each other and find a conclusion
that makes the most sense for the
American people, because times have
changed right here in the Congress.

Today there are many Republicans
who are more libertarian-minded, and
they would prefer not to spend money
on defense. They would prefer to spend
it domestically. Rather than building
roads in Afghanistan, they would pre-
fer to build roads here. I have got col-
leagues on the Democratic side of the
aisle that feel we need to focus on na-
tional defense. They serve on the House
Armed Services Committee or the For-
eign Affairs Committee and are well
aware of the national defense threats
that we face. But we can’t do anything
because we reluctantly hold onto bad
policy.

My bill is designed to correct this
once and for all. By removing the fire-
wall, we get to have the control of the
purse once again that the Constitution
has given us.

Benjamin Franklin said that a nation
is best off when control of its money is
handled by those who are the most
“immediate representatives of the peo-
ple.” This Chamber, Mr. Speaker, is
called the people’s House. Each of us
represent well over 700,000 Americans,
and our job is to represent them to the
best of our ability. We should not and
can not continue to tie our hands with
some arbitrary decision that was made
maybe out of necessity 4 years ago but
doesn’t recognize the threat today.

I encourage my colleagues to be part
of this process and to cosponsor the
Power of the Purse Act of 2015.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Dr. Chandra Bhanu Satpathy, Shri
Sai Cultural & Community Center, Se-
attle, Washington, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

O, Lord, by Your will, we are born in
different nations, speak different lan-
guages, and follow different religions
and cultures; yet we are all Your chil-
dren and ever grateful for Your love
and protection.

Evoke in us pious thoughts and feel-
ings to shun all hatred and violence
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and become worthy of Your services.
Bless our future generations to imbibe
this spirit of love, sacrifice, and co-
operation.

Guide us in following saints like
Shirdi Sai Baba, who proclaimed in
Hindi ‘“‘sabka malik ek,” meaning ‘‘God
is the master of all.” Inspire us, as
Your trustees, to nourish and protect
the world around us to sustain all life.

Guide us along the ethical and holis-
tic path of self-control, purity of pur-
pose, and dedication enshrined in the
Shrimad Bhagavad Gita.

O, Lord, bless this august assembly
and this Nation in performing its na-
tional and global responsibilities to-
wards furthering the cause of human-
ity.

——

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING DR. CHANDRA BHANU
SATPATHY

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, it is
my privilege this morning to welcome
our guest chaplain, Dr. Chandra Bhanu
Satpathy.

Dr. Satpathy deserves great credit
for his earnest and humble leadership
of the global Sai movement, which
celebrates the teachings and ideals of
Shirdi Sai Baba, the most respected of
the Indian Perfect Masters and re-
nowned for his teachings of compassion
and acceptance.

This year marks the 25th anniversary
of the global Sai movement, and I can’t
think of a time when the values of
peace, respect, and compassion are
needed more here in our own country
and in other parts of the world.

Dr. Satpathy’s moving invocation
this morning serves as a motivation to
each of us gathered here to always re-
member what ultimately unites us far
outweighs what divides us, regardless
of language, culture, or creed.

Thank you, Dr. Satpathy, for being
here today. Thank you for your exem-
plary leadership in the spirit of Sai
Baba’s teachings, and thank you for
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sharing your vision for a peaceful fu-
ture.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HUIZENGA of Michigan). The Chair will
entertain up to 15 further requests for
1-minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

THANKS TO CLEVELAND COUNTY
COMMUNITY

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McHENRY. Mr. Speaker, last
Thursday, Americans across the coun-
try awoke to the horrific news of nine
lives ended in an act of hatred and
senseless violence that occurred at
Charleston’s AME Church.

The senseless act of violence shocked
the country and left the Carolinas in a
high state of anxiety as the suspect re-
mained on the run. Fortunately, due to
the vigilance of quick thinking of one
of my constituents and the professional
work of local law enforcement, the per-
petrator of this heinous act was
brought to quick justice.

Thursday morning, Gastonia’s Debbie
Dills spotted the suspect and his car
after having seen photos on the morn-
ing news. She quickly called 911, alert-
ed local law enforcement to its where-
abouts, and then the Shelby Police De-
partment took over pursuing the sus-
pect and arresting him. A little over 12
hours after the event occurred, the
monster who committed this heinous
act was in custody.

I want to express my gratitude to Ms.
Dills, the Shelby Police Department,
local law enforcement, and the entire
Cleveland County community for their
work in assisting in this arrest.

Their quick thinking and profes-
sional work brought this manhunt to a
close and allowed all Americans to
begin the mourning process for the
nine innocent lives that were ended
just a week ago.

———

GUN VIOLENCE IN CHICAGO

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today on behalf of the three indi-
viduals killed and 32 injured by gun vi-
olence last weekend in Chicago.

They included a 17-year-old boy shot
in the head, a 27-year-old man shot to
death in his car, and a man who died
shielding his mother from bullets fired
outside of their home.

In recent days, our media has been
gripped by tragic displays of violence.
Charleston is what happens when rac-
ism and hate find a gun. Charleston is
yet another gut-wrenching reminder
that, as leaders, we can’t stay silent on
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gun violence or racism. How many
more deadly weekends will we allow on
our watch? What will you do to stop
the next Newtown or Charleston?

We can pass background checks and
other commonsense gun safety meas-
ures; but in addition and most impor-
tantly, we need meaningful conversa-
tions and actions around racism, both
individual and systemic, to truly have
a safe and secure Nation with equal
treatment and opportunity for all.

REMEMBERING EMANUEL AME
CHURCH

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last week, nine extraordinary
men and women were Kkilled at the
Wednesday night Bible study at his-
toric Mother Emanuel AME Church in
my birthplace of Charleston. I am
grateful for their memories.

Reverend Sharonda Coleman-Sin-
gleton, Cynthia Hurd, Tywanza Sand-
ers, Susie Jackson, Myra Thompson,
Ethel Lee Lance, Reverend Daniel Sim-
mons, Reverend Depayne Middleton-
Doctor, along with Pastor Clementa
Pinckney were all leaders of our com-
munity and in their church. One served
the youth as a high school track coach,
one a lifelong librarian, one a recent
college graduate with a bright future
ahead of him. Many served their
church. Each had a clear love of God
and love for their fellow man as fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ.

The loss of Reverend Senator
Clementa Pinckney has been personal,
as he was a fellow State legislator. I
was honored to host the senator, his
wife, and daughters when they visited
the Capitol a few years ago. He grew up
in Richland as a lifelong friend of my
former chief of staff Eric Dell.

A hate-filled, drug-crazed murderer
tried to divide our citizens, but he
failed, and South Carolinians have uni-
fied in love, prayer, and respect.

RENEW THE EXPORT-IMPORT
BANK

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I
rise at this time to lodge my objection
that this House is going to recess to-
morrow without taking up the renewal
of the Export-Import Bank. This is a
time when American businesspeople
are doing everything they can think of
to compete abroad. American manufac-
turers are seeking to export our goods.

This is an outfit that stands up for
American exporting manufacturers. It
supports 1.5 million American manu-
facturing jobs—good-paying, family-
sustaining jobs. We can’t recess with-
out renewing the Export-Import Bank.

In my district alone, 600 people are
employed by companies that benefit
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