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still five positions requiring Senate
confirmation that are occupied by offi-
cials serving in an interim or acting
capacity. A permanent, Senate-con-
firmed leadership team is vital to
make the significant and necessary
changes to the culture of an organiza-
tion of the size and scope of VA. The
bottom line is VA needs permanent,
Senate-confirmed leadership in place in
order to meet the significant chal-
lenges that continue to face the De-
partment. The Senate needs the names
of qualified nominees to fill VA’s many
vacancies.

As the ranking member of the Senate
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, I con-
gratulate Mr. Shulkin and Ms. Council,
and thank them for their willingness to
serve the veterans of this great Nation.

————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF
INDEPENDENCE IN CABO VERDE

Mr. REED. Mr. President, the 40th
anniversary of Cabo Verde’s independ-
ence, on July 5th, comes just one day
after our country’s own Independence
Day. As we near Cabo Verde’s 40th an-
niversary, this small country of 500,000
merits our recognition for its long-
standing ties to the United States and
for serving as a beacon for democracy
in Africa.

While the existence of Cabo Verde’s
islands was first acknowledged by the
Romans, it was not until 1456 that the
uninhabited islands were rediscovered
and settled by Portuguese explorers.
Over the next several hundred years, as
a colony of the Portuguese Empire,
Cabo Verde was a lucrative trading
post between Europe, Africa, and the
Americas. Towards the end of the 18th
century, many Cabo Verdeans came to
New England, particularly Rhode Is-
land and Massachusetts, where some
found success working in the whaling
industry. This immigration strength-
ened the ties between the United
States and Cabo Verde and, in 1818,
Cabo Verde became the site of the first
U.S. consulate in sub-Saharan Africa.
As a result of the 1974 Carnation Revo-
lution in Portugal, and after centuries
of colonial rule, Cabo Verde was able to
formally gain independence on July 5,
1975, and soon established diplomatic
ties with the United States.

Since that time, Cabo Verde has
worked for a democratic government.
It has made great strides in this regard
and, today, Cabo Verde is a leader in
good governance, receiving top marks
from the Freedom House for political
rights and civil liberties. Cabo Verde
has also made significant economic and
social progress in the past several
years. Additionally, given Cabo Verde’s
strong ties to the United States and
our shared commitment to democracy
and economic freedom, Cabo Verde was
awarded and successfully undertook a
Millennium Challenge Corporation,
MCC, compact for private sector, agri-
cultural, and transportation reforms,
and is currently implementing a second
MCC compact in the areas of water,
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sanitation, and land management.
Moving forward, Cabo Verde can build
on these successes to continue to grow
its economy as well as strengthen ties
to the United States and other allies.

Rhode Island is fortunate to have one
of the two largest Cabo Verdean-Amer-
ican populations in the country, and
continues to be enriched by the herit-
age and contributions of Cabo Verde. I
am very pleased that earlier this
month, T.F. Green Airport in Rhode Is-
land began welcoming direct flights
from Cabo Verde, which will lead to
greater exchange and new opportuni-
ties between Rhode Island and Cabo
Verde.

As we near July 5th, I send my best
wishes to all those of Cabo Verdean de-
scent in Rhode Island and throughout
the country on the 40th anniversary of
Cabo Verde’s independence.

———————

COMBATTING ANTI-SEMITISM,
RACISM AND INTOLERANCE

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, as our
Nation continues to mourn the tragic
loss of life at the Mother Emmanuel
AME Church in Charleston, I wish to
discuss international efforts that can
assist in addressing the prejudice and
discrimination that fuels violence and
acts of extremism in our country and
abroad.

Following the horrific attacks in
Paris and Copenhagen earlier this year,
the president of the OSCE Parliamen-
tary Assembly, Ilkka Kanerva, ap-
pointed me to serve as the assembly’s
first special representative on anti-
Semitism, racism, and intolerance. As
a Member of Congress, the U.S. Hel-
sinki Commission, and the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly, I have long
fought to counter prejudice and dis-
crimination and to advance more effec-
tive measures against hate crimes. I
was therefore extremely honored that
President Kanerva entrusted me with
this responsibility.

Given the breadth of my mandate, I
am focusing my work this year on
three areas: first, the urgent issue of
anti-Semitism and community secu-
rity; second, discrimination against
Muslims and anti-Muslim backlash; fi-
nally, in light of events in our own
country and the salience of these
struggles for minorities in Europe, dis-
criminatory policing.

As my first initiative, I visited the
sites of the Paris and Copenhagen trag-
edies in April, where I met with people
directly affected by the violence as
well as government officials and civil
society representatives. In my con-
sultations with Jewish, Muslim, Afri-
can-descent, and other community
leaders, we discussed Jewish commu-
nity security and civil society coali-
tion efforts to combat all forms of prej-
udice and discrimination. The horrific
attacks in those two capitals—simulta-
neously targeting Jewish communities
and expressions of free speech—under-
scored the urgent need to address secu-
rity threats to Jewish individuals and
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communities. The pervasiveness of
anti-Semitism is one of the main rea-
sons I last year called on the OSCE to
hold a High Level Conference to mark
the 10th anniversary of the seminal
OSCE Berlin Conference on Anti-Semi-
tism and adopt a ministerial decision
calling on all 57 participating states of
the OSCE to implement commitments
to combat anti-Semitism. In this vein,
I recently led efforts to provide funding
for U.S. and European civil society to
work with youth to combat anti-Semi-
tism and other forms of intolerance.

Of course, we must be vigilant to en-
sure that such efforts do not degen-
erate into anti-Muslim backlash. Meas-
ures that are framed in ways that fuel
anti-Muslim prejudice will ultimately
be counterproductive. Moreover, we
need diverse coalitions working to-
gether to address the threats we face
today. This month, fringe extremist
parties from seven different countries
formed a block in the EU Parliament.
They are now eligible to receive EU
money to disseminate toxic views that
combine anti-Semitism with anti-Mus-
lim bigotry.

I have also introduced legislation to
end racial profiling in the United
States. The End Racial Profiling Act,
S. 1056, prohibits racial profiling by law
enforcement, mandates law enforce-
ment bias training, requires data col-
lection on all police stops, and creates
procedures for receiving, investigating,
and resolving profiling complaints.
Tragic events in Baltimore and New
York, North Charleston and Ferguson,
and elsewhere around the country have
shown us that Federal legislation fi-
nally ending racial profiling is essen-
tial.

It is also essential that we restore
confidence between communities and
the police, and the criminal justice
system at large. To that end, I have
also introduced the ‘‘Baltimore Act,”
S. 1610 named after my home city, to
provide strategies and resources to
strengthen police-community relations
and restore justice.

Discriminatory policing is undoubt-
edly a challenge that many govern-
ments face. In some European coun-
tries, minorities are 10 times more
likely to be stopped by the police than
members of the majority. In France—
the country with some of Europe’s
largest Muslim and Black popu-
lations—police officers were recently
acquitted in connection with the death
of two teenagers. That incident 10
years ago sparked riots across France;
the acquittal this year has prompted
protests and comparisons with Fer-
guson. In Germany, a human rights
group is petitioning the government to
end profiling after a Black student was
arrested solely because his skin color
led them to presume he was in the
country illegally. In Slovakia, 10 police
officers were acquitted in February of
forcing Romani boys to strip and fight
each other, even though this notorious
incident was captured on cell phone
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video. As we know from our own expe-
rience, racial bigotry, if unaddressed,
only metastasizes.

The United States and our European
partners have a lot to learn from one
another. We have learned—and con-
tinue to learn—from the civil rights
struggle and, as a country founded and
built by people seeking freedom and
opportunity, about immigration and
integration. Many European countries
are working hard to address discrimi-
nation and advance civil rights
through the creation of mnational
human rights institutions and targeted
strategies. Additionally, there are
many lessons learned from hate-based
violence reduction and gun laws.

The United States and Europe have
worked on both sides of the Atlantic to
address issues of prejudice and dis-
crimination and foster diversity, but
on a largely ad hoc basis. I recently in-
troduced provisions in the Senate for a
Joint Action Plan between the United
States and European Union to for-
malize and coordinate such consulta-
tions and ensure that the necessary ex-
perts and stakeholders from the public
and private sectors are involved. It
would also improve transparency and
access to information generated by
these exchanges. I have also urged the
OSCE chair-in-office to convene a high-
level conference on racism and xeno-
phobia to elevate understanding of
these issues and advance additional
concrete steps by the OSCE partici-
pating states. The recent events in
Charleston, Paris, and Copenhagen un-
derscore the urgent need for shared ef-
forts to combat hate and foster inclu-
sion on both sides of the Atlantic.

In 1991, just days after the failed
Moscow coup, the United States met in
Russia with other OSCE participating
states. Our countries agreed that
““issues relating to human rights, fun-
damental freedoms, democracy and the
rule of law are of international con-
cern, as respect for these rights and
freedoms constitutes one of the founda-
tions of the international order.” Such
matters are ‘‘of direct and legitimate
concern to all participating States and
do not belong exclusively to the inter-
nal affairs of the state concerned.”
That is as true today as it was 20 some
years ago. It is in that spirit that I will
continue to work with other parlia-
mentarians to combat anti-Semitism,
racism, and other forms of intoler-
ance—in the United States and else-
where in the OSCE region.

REMEMBERING MARGUERITE
McKAY

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I pay
tribute to a great Rhode Islander, Mar-
guerite K. McKay, who passed away
last month at the age of 96.

Marguerite Katherine McCrudden
was born in Providence on September
15, 1918, and grew up in the Smith Hill
neighborhood of the city. One of six
children, she attended St. Patrick’s
High School in Providence and grad-
uated from Bryant College in 1938.
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Marguerite spent much of her profes-
sional life dedicated to the city of
Providence. She began her career in
the Building Inspector’s Office, and
later moved to the Providence School
Department, where she worked until
she retired.

Marguerite married Franklin Rich-
ard McKay in 1950, and together they
had omne child, Bernard. Franklin
served as a city councilman and city
solicitor in Attleboro, MA, and both he
and Marguerite were active in the At-
tleboro community and their church
parish, St. John the Evangelist.

After Franklin’s passing in 1968, Mar-
guerite spent her time living in Bar-
rington, RI, and on Prudence Island in
Narragansett Bay. She enjoyed cook-
ing, gardening, swimming, and fol-
lowing politics. In her retirement, she
traveled extensively and remained ac-
tive in her church, St. Luke’s in Bar-
rington. In 2005, she moved to Reston,
VA to be closer to her family.

Marguerite passed away in Reston in
May. Her funeral was held on June 20
at her childhood church, St. Patrick’s,
in the Smith Hill neighborhood of
Providence. She was predeceased by
her beloved grandson Brendan, who
passed away last year.

I would like to offer my heartfelt
condolences to Marguerite’s son Ber-
nard and his wife Mary; her grand-
children Patrick, Conor, and Rose-

mary; her three great-grandchildren;
and her two surviving siblings,
Cornelius Bernard McCrudden and

Mary McCrudden Broome. Marguerite
led a life of service to her community,
and our State is better for it. I know
her example of good will and selfless-
ness will continue to sustain and in-
spire her family.

ALZHEIMER’S & BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President. I wish to
commemorate Alzheimer’s & Brain
Awareness month. The impact of Alz-
heimer’s is felt in families and commu-
nities across Virginia and the Nation,
and this month provides an oppor-
tunity to stand with those suffering
from Alzheimer’s and other brain dis-
eases to raise awareness. I am also
proud to cosponsor S. 857, the Health
Outcomes, Planning, and Education,
HOPE, for Alzheimer’s Act today.

The challenges Alzheimer’s poses for
families are real. Financially and emo-
tionally, Alzheimer’s disease has a dev-
astating impact as patients need to
navigate medical information, access
community services and prepare for
living with this disease. In Virginia
there are over 130,000 people living with
Alzheimer’s and that number is ex-
pected to grow to as many as 190,000 by
2025. Alzheimer’s does not only impact
the individual patient, but also
changes the lives of family caregivers.
In 2014, an estimated 452,000 family
caregivers provided 514 million hours of
care for individuals with Alzheimer’s
disease and dementia in Virginia.
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The cost is also significant for the
Federal Government. Nearly one in
every five Medicare dollars is spent on
someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia,
and by 2050, it will be nearly $1 of every
$3. In the years between 2015 and 2050,
caring for people with Alzheimer’s will
cost our country $20.8 trillion. Re-
search funding is critical, and action is
needed to provide to support for newly
diagnosed patients and families.

The HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act would
ensure patients and their families have
access to a care planning session with
their doctor to help them understand
the diagnosis, treatment options, and
what medical and community services
are available. Studies have shown that
providing patients and families with a
full range of information and support
results in better outcomes for those
living with Alzheimer’s, including
higher quality of care, increased use of
needed community services, reduced
patient behavioral and psychiatric
symptoms, and reduced caregiver
stress and depression. According to the
Alzheimer’s Association, only 45 per-
cent of people with Alzheimer’s disease
or their caregivers report being told of
their diagnosis.

This legislation provides for Medi-
care coverage for comprehensive Alz-
heimer’s disease care planning serv-
ices. While Medicare covers Alz-
heimer’s disease diagnostic services, it
currently does not provide coverage for
comprehensive care planning following
a diagnosis. These critical services will
allow patients and families to under-
stand the diagnosis, receive informa-
tion about medical and non-medical
options for ongoing treatment, services
and supports and how to access care.

As a member of the Committee on
Aging, I am committed to working
with my colleagues to raise awareness
about this devastating disease, and
thank the Alzheimer’s Association and
other advocates for their strong voices
during June and throughout the year.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO WALLACE “WALLY”’
RENEY

® Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor one of New Hampshire’s
most respected, accomplished, and be-
loved citizens, Wallace ‘“Wally’’ Reney,
as he enters into retirement. I am
proud to recognize his illustrious pro-
fessional career and continued service
to many communities across the Gran-
ite State and our country.

Originally from Bellows Falls, VT,
Wally has been a resident of Surry, NH
for the past five decades. During his 50-
year career as a community banker,
Wally has helped thousands of Granite
Staters become homeowners, serviced
their financial needs, and helped
strengthen and develop the Monadnock
Region. Before becoming a business
leader in the community, Wally spent 8
years in the U.S. Marine Corps. Serving
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