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niche, Hargroder founded the media 
consulting company Conversations. 
Through Conversations, Hargroder’s 
team provides targeted, easy-to-imple-
ment strategies for entities to connect 
with clients and future clients across a 
variety of online media platforms. Con-
versations has been an integral compo-
nent in the online presence of hundreds 
of local organizations, businesses, and 
campaigns, such as the Junior League 
of New Orleans, the League of Women 
Voters, Tobacco Free Living, and 
former New Orleans Saints safety 
Steve Gleason. Additionally, the Con-
versations team maintains an online 
journal and steady calendar of speak-
ing engagements in their quest to con-
tinually educate and engage folks in 
social media outreach techniques. 

Like many startups, Hargroder ini-
tially struggled with transforming her 
innovative ideas into a profitable, ef-
fective business. She turned to the 
Greater New Orleans Region’s Lou-
isiana Small Business Development 
Center, LSBDC, which helped her navi-
gate the nuances of starting and main-
taining a healthy, thriving business. In 
the years since, Conversations’ five- 
person team of bright and driven 
innovators in the realm of media con-
sulting has transformed online media 
engagement in the State—creating eco-
nomic opportunities for scores of busi-
nesses in Louisiana and beyond. 

Congratulations again to Conversa-
tions for being selected as Small Busi-
ness of the Week. Thank you for your 
commitment to help local small busi-
nesses connect with clients and cus-
tomers and foster economic growth.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO HERBERT COLLINS 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to one of my con-
stituents. Mr. Herbert Collins, a native 
member of the Caroline County com-
munity, has dedicated his life to the 
protection and preservation of the 
unique history of the region and of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Mr. Collins is a historian who served 
as a curator for the Smithsonian Insti-
tution here in Washington, DC. During 
his time at the museum, he was the ex-
ecutive director of the National Mu-
seum of American History. He also 
helped found the National Postal Mu-
seum, established a security system for 
the National Philatelic Museum, and 
was integral to the establishment of 
the National Museum of the American 
Indian. 

Mr. Collins has committed his life to 
serving the United States, both as a 
member of the U.S. Army in his youth 
and in his service as a historian. This 
is exemplified in the transformation of 
his historic home into a personal mu-
seum, furnished with dozens of historic 
artifacts and antiques open to the pub-
lic. Mr. Collins has also developed rela-
tionships with Presidents dating back 
to President Harry Truman. He con-
tributed his military uniform, com-
plete with his laundry mark, for the fu-

neral service of President Dwight Ei-
senhower, who had requested to be bur-
ied in full military dress, and toured 
the country raising funds for a museum 
honoring President John F. Kennedy 
after the President was assassinated. 
Mr. Collins has undoubtedly left his 
mark on the Commonwealth, and I am 
honored to celebrate his achievements. 
I know that many throughout Virginia 
will join me in congratulating him on 
his service to the Nation and this great 
State.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:33 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 615) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to require the 
Under Secretary for Management of 
the Department of Homeland Security 
to take administrative action to 
achieve and maintain interoperable 
communications capabilities among 
the components of the Department of 
Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 805. An act to provide for certain re-
quirements relating to the Internet Assigned 
Numbers Authority stewardship transition. 

H.R. 893. An act to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the centennial of Boys Town, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 1190. An act to repeal the provisions of 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act providing for the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board. 

H.R. 1626. An act to reduce duplication of 
information technology at the Department 
of Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1633. An act to provide for certain im-
provements relating to the tracking and re-
porting of employees of the Department of 
Homeland Security placed on administrative 
leave, or any other type of paid non-duty 
status without charge to leave, for personnel 
matters, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1637. An act to require annual reports 
on the activities and accomplishments of 
federally funded research and development 
centers within the Department of Homeland 
Security, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1640. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to submit to Congress a 
report on the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity headquarters consolidation project in 
the National Capital Region, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 1646. An act to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to research how cer-
tain commercially available small and me-
dium sized unmanned aircraft systems could 
be used in an attack, how to prevent or miti-
gate the risk of such an attack, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 1698. An act to amend design and con-
tent requirements for certain gold and silver 
coins, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2390. An act to require a review of uni-
versity-based centers for homeland security, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2576. An act to modernize the Toxic 
Substances Control Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2620. An act to amend the United 
States Cotton Futures Act to exclude certain 
cotton futures contracts from coverage 
under such Act. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
At 5:45 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

H.R. 615. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under 
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to take adminis-
trative action to achieve and maintain inter-
operable communications capabilities among 
the components of the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2146. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal law 
enforcement officers, firefighters, and air 
traffic controllers to make penalty-free 
withdrawals from governmental plans after 
age 50, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1190. An act to repeal the provisions of 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act providing for the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

H.R. 1626. An act to reduce duplication of 
information technology at the Department 
of Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1633. An act to provide for certain im-
provements relating to the tracking and re-
porting of employees of the Department of 
Homeland Security placed on administrative 
leave, or any other type of paid non-duty 
status without charge to leave, for personnel 
matters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 1637. An act to require annual reports 
on the activities and accomplishments of 
federally funded research and development 
centers within the Department of Homeland 
Security, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 1640. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to submit to Congress a 
report on the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity headquarters consolidation project in 
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