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UNITED STATES MERCHANT MA-
RINE ACADEMY IMPROVEMENTS
ACT OF 2015

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 93, S. 143.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 143) to allow for improvements to
the United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be read a third
time and passed and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 143) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 143

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United
States Merchant Marine Academy Improve-
ments Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. MELVILLE HALL OF UNITED STATES MER-
CHANT MARINE ACADEMY.

(a) GIFT TO THE MERCHANT MARINE ACAD-
EMY.—The Maritime Administrator may ac-
cept a gift of money from the Foundation
under section 51315 of title 46, United States
Code, for the purpose of renovating Melville
Hall on the campus of the United States
Merchant Marine Academy.

(b) COVERED GIFTS.—A gift described in
this subsection is a gift under subsection (a)
that the Maritime Administrator determines
exceeds the sum of—

(1) the minimum amount that is sufficient
to ensure the renovation of Melville Hall in
accordance with the capital improvement
plan of the United States Merchant Marine
Academy that was in effect on the date of
enactment of this Act; and

(2) 25 percent of the amount described in
paragraph (1).

(c) OPERATION CONTRACTS.—Subject to sub-
section (d), in the case that the Maritime
Administrator accepts a gift of money de-
scribed in subsection (b), the Maritime Ad-
ministrator may enter into a contract with
the Foundation for the operation of Melville
Hall to make available facilities for, among
other possible uses, official academy func-
tions, third-party catering functions, and in-
dustry events and conferences.

(d) CONTRACT TERMS.—The contract de-
scribed in subsection (c¢) shall be for such pe-
riod and on such terms as the Maritime Ad-
ministrator considers appropriate, including
a provision, mutually agreeable to the Mari-
time Administrator and the Foundation,
that—

(1) requires the Foundation—

(A) at the expense solely of the Foundation
through the term of the contract to main-
tain Melville Hall in a condition that is as
good as or better than the condition Melville
Hall was in on the later of—

(i) the date that the renovation of Melville
Hall was completed; or

(ii) the date that the Foundation accepted
Melville Hall after it was tendered to the
Foundation by the Maritime Administrator;
and
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(B) to deposit all proceeds from the oper-
ation of Melville Hall, after expenses nec-
essary for the operation and maintenance of
Melville Hall, into the account of the Regi-
mental Affairs Non-Appropriated Fund In-
strumentality or successor entity, to be used
solely for the morale and welfare of the ca-
dets of the United States Merchant Marine
Academy; and

(2) prohibits the use of Melville Hall as
lodging or an office by any person for more
than 4 days in any calendar year other
than—

(A) by the United States; or

(B) for the administration and operation of
Melville Hall.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONTRACT.—The term ‘‘contract’ in-
cludes any modification, extension, or re-
newal of the contract.

(2) FOUNDATION.—In this section, the term
“Foundation” means the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy Alumni Association
and Foundation, Inc.

(f) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed under section
3105 of title 41, United States Code, as requir-
ing the Maritime Administrator to award a
contract for the operation of Melville Hall to
the Foundation.

———

INTEGRATED PUBLIC ALERT AND
WARNING SYSTEM MODERNIZA-
TION ACT OF 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 132, S. 1180.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1180) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to modernize the integrated
public alert and warning system of the
United States, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with amendments, as
follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italic.)

S. 1180

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Integrated
Public Alert and Warning System Mod-
ernization Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. INTEGRATED PUBLIC ALERT AND WARN-
ING SYSTEM MODERNIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title V of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 311 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 526. INTEGRATED PUBLIC ALERT AND

WARNING SYSTEM MODERNIZATION.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—To provide timely and
effective warnings regarding natural disas-
ters, acts of terrorism, and other man-made
disasters or threats to public safety, the Ad-
ministrator shall—

‘(1) modernize the integrated public alert
and warning system of the United States (in
this section referred to as the ‘public alert
and warning system’) to help ensure that
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under all conditions the President and, ex-
cept to the extent the public alert and warn-
ing system is in use by the President, Fed-
eral agencies and State, tribal, and local
governments can alert and warn the civilian
population in areas endangered by natural
disasters, acts of terrorism, and other man-
made disasters or threats to public safety;
and

‘(2) implement the public alert and warn-
ing system to disseminate timely and effec-
tive warnings regarding natural disasters,
acts of terrorism, and other man-made disas-
ters or threats to public safety.

“(b) IMPLEMENTATION REQUIREMENTS.—In
carrying out subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator shall—

‘(1) establish or adopt, as appropriate,
common alerting and warning protocols,
standards, terminology, and operating proce-
dures for the public alert and warning sys-
tem;

‘(2) include in the public alert and warning
system the capability to adapt the distribu-
tion and content of communications on the
basis of geographic location, risks, and mul-
tiple communication systems and tech-
nologies, as appropriate and to the extent
technically feasible;

‘“(3) include in the public alert and warning
system the capability to alert, warn, and
provide equivalent information to individ-
uals with disabilities, individuals with ac-
cess and functional needs, and individuals
with limited-English proficiency, to the ex-
tent technically feasible;

‘“(4) ensure that training, tests, and exer-
cises are conducted for the public alert and
warning system, including by—

““(A) incorporating the public alert and
warning system into other training and exer-
cise programs of the Department, as appro-
priate;

‘(B) establishing and integrating into the
National Incident Management System a
comprehensive and periodic training pro-
gram to instruct and educate Federal, State,
tribal, and local government officials in the
use of the Common Alerting Protocol en-
abled Emergency Alert System; and

‘“(C) conducting, not less than once every 3
years, periodic nationwide tests of the public
alert and warning system;

‘“(5) to the extent practicable, ensure that
the public alert and warning system is resil-
ient and secure and can withstand acts of
terrorism and other external attacks;

‘“(6) conduct public education efforts so
that State, tribal, and local governments,
private entities, and the people of the United
States reasonably understand the functions
of the public alert and warning system and
how to access, use, and respond to informa-
tion from the public alert and warning sys-
tem through a general market awareness
campaign;

‘“(7) comnsult, coordinate, and cooperate
with the appropriate private sector entities
and Federal, State, tribal, and local govern-
mental authorities, including the Regional
Administrators and emergency response pro-
viders;

‘(8) consult and coordinate with the Fed-
eral Communications Commission, taking
into account rules and regulations promul-
gated by the Federal Communications Com-
mission; and

“(9) coordinate with and consider the rec-
ommendations of the Integrated Public Alert
and Warning System Subcommittee estab-
lished under section 2(b) of the Integrated
Public Alert and Warning System Mod-
ernization Act of 2015.

“(c) SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS.—The public
alert and warning system shall—

‘(1) to the extent determined appropriate
by the Administrator, incorporate multiple
communications technologies;
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