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AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2898, WEST-
ERN WATER AND AMERICAN
FOOD SECURITY ACT OF 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that, in the en-
grossment of H.R. 2898, the Clerk be au-
thorized to correct section numbers,
punctuation, and cross-references, and
to make such other technical and con-
forming changes as may be necessary
to reflect the actions of the House in
amending the bill, including striking
the instruction ‘‘line 20 and inserting
“after line 19’ in amendment No. 7.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

————
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the majority leader, Mr. MCCARTHY, for
the purpose of inquiring about the
schedule of the week to come and
thereafter.

(Mr. MCcCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, no votes
are expected in the House. On Tuesday,
the House will meet at noon for morn-
ing-hour and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. Votes will be postponed until 6:30.

On Wednesday and Thursday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning
hour and noon for legislative business.
On Friday, the House will meet at 9
a.m. for legislative business. Last votes
of the week are expected no later than
3 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider
a number of suspensions next week, a
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business tomorrow.

In addition, the House will consider
H.R. 1734, the Improving Coal Combus-
tion Residuals Regulation Act, spon-
sored by Representative DAVID MCKIN-
LEY. This bill is essential to protect
and create jobs.

If we do not act, the EPA will replace
the existing successful State-based reg-
ulatory program with harmful new reg-
ulations that will cost hundreds of
thousands of jobs and result in billions
of dollars in burdensome costs for job
creators.
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The House will also consider H.R.
1599, the Safe and Accurate Food La-
beling Act, sponsored by Representa-
tive MIKE POMPEO. This bipartisan bill
will ensure uniform national labeling
of foods from genetically engineered
plants. By addressing the patchwork of
conflicting labeling laws, we will fix
the growing problem of inconsistent
and confusing information for con-
sumers.
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Finally, Mr. Speaker, the House is
expected to consider the conference re-
port for the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2016.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his information with respect to the
legislation for next week.

As the gentleman knows, we have
now passed six appropriation bills. Last
week, consideration of the Interior bill
was postponed. The gentleman and Mr.
ROGERS have both made representa-
tions that they hope to do all 12 appro-
priations bills.

You did not announce any appropria-
tions bills on the schedule for next
week. Can the gentleman tell me
whether or not he expects to bring ad-
ditional appropriations bills to the
floor prior to the August break?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Yes, it is our intention to get back to
the appropriations process as soon as
possible. As the gentleman does know,
there are some very serious and sen-
sitive issues involved. We are in the
midst of a constructive and bipartisan
conversation on how we can resolve
these issues. I will be sure to keep the
Members updated as the appropriations
bills are scheduled for continued con-
sideration.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his comment, particularly in terms
of the willingness to work in a bipar-
tisan fashion.

As the majority leader knows, there
is, on his side of the aisle and on our
side of the aisle, a great concern that
the 302 allocations to the Appropria-
tions Committee are insufficient to
meet their responsibilities. Mr. RoOG-
ERS, as you know, your chairman of the
Appropriations Committee, a Member
of your side of the aisle from Ken-
tucky, has characterized the sequestra-
tion numbers as unrealistic and ill-ad-
vised.

The Senate has not passed any appro-
priations bills, as the gentleman
knows. It is my hope, and I would like
to ask the majority leader whether he
contemplates any bipartisan discus-
sions with reference to how we might
come to an agreement so that appro-
priations bills could, in fact, be en-
acted, sent to the President, and signed
by the President.

The President, as you know, sent
down a budget which was paid for,
which had Defense numbers at the
numbers that your side of the aisle
used by utilizing Overseas Contingency
Operation funds to bridge the gap be-
tween the sequester number and the
President’s number.

My question to you is: Is there any
contemplation, either before we break
or shortly after we come back—because
October 1 will be on us very, very
quickly—to have bipartisan discus-
sions, a la Ryan-Murray, to get to a
number that we can agree on and that
we can pass appropriations bills, have
conferences, and send them to the
President and be signed, hopefully, be-
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fore October 1, but if not before Octo-
ber 1, certainly before December 18?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding and his continuous
questions throughout the months on
this.

It is still our intention on this side of
the aisle to get our business done, up-
hold the current law which is in place.
I know you and I have had many de-
bates back and forth that we know that
sequestration started in the White
House, and we continue to play by
what the law states today and move
our bills in a bipartisan manner, with a
very open process on the floor where
any Member can bring an amendment
up, and we will continue to use that
process as we move forward.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.

The majority leader, Mr. Speaker,
regularly brings up that sequester
started in the White House. He knows I
very severely disagree with that. And
he voted for a Cut, Cap, and Balance
Act which had in that bill—which no
Democrat, I think, voted for—seques-
ter. And it was passed b days before our
Republican friends, Mr. Speaker, al-
leged that Mr. Lew suggested that to
Mr. REID as a way we could get by the
House’s refusal, up to that point in
time, to extend the debt limit, which
meant we couldn’t pay our bills. But I
don’t think that is very useful in dis-
cussing how we get by this loggerhead
that we have met on the appropriations
process.

I served on the Appropriations Com-
mittee for 23 years before I became a
leader, and we did pass bills—not al-
ways on time, but we had an ability,
Republicans and Democrats working on
the Appropriations Committee, work-
ing in the Congress, to get our bills
done.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know whether
you recall. I presume you will recall
that when we got to a similar impasse,
Mr. RYAN, the then-chairman of the
Budget Committee, Ms. MURRAY, the
then-chairwoman of the Budget Com-
mittee in the Senate, got together and
came up with some figures that we
could agree on on a bipartisan basis.
Until that time, we had the same kind
of scenario that we are now confronted
with.

Mr. Speaker, it is my view that, un-
less we have such a meeting of the
minds, we are going to put this country
in another crisis of our own making.

We, Democrats, are prepared to enter
into some sort of an agreement, con-
sistent with HAL ROGERS’ belief, that
we can get to a realistic and advised
compromise, not this unrealistic and
ill-advised—Mr. ROGERS’ words, Repub-
lican chair of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, not mine.

And if we don’t do so, when we get to
September 30, or we get to December
18, let’s not wring our hands and say,
How did this happen? We will know ex-
actly how it happened, and it will have
happened because we refused to sit
down, as the majority leader just said
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