
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5166 July 16, 2015 
do this. Why in the world would we 
shut down the Ex-Im Bank that is a 
critical part of that trade infrastruc-
ture? So why in the world, indeed. Why 
would we ever make this decision? It is 
a decision that needs to be reversed. 
We need to get the Ex-Im Bank fully 
functioning and back in business. 

So we are going to be doing every-
thing we can in this next month and 
into future months, if we expect that 
we are going to eliminate the possi-
bility of unilateral disarmament in 
trade financing. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

TRAGEDY IN CHATTANOOGA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
is a sad day in Chattanooga and a sad 
day across our country—another ter-
rible tragedy—a mass shooting, appar-
ently. A thorough investigation is un-
derway. 

The Senate’s thoughts are with the 
families of the marines and our entire 
military community. Our thanks, as 
usual in these situations, goes out to 
the first responders and the commu-
nity that mobilized so quickly. 

We have two great Senators from 
Tennessee, who I know are mourning 
the events of today, and the American 
people will be interested in knowing as 
soon as possible as many facts about 
this horrible shooting as possible. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PIKEVILLE 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to recognize and congratulate the 
Pikeville Independent Schools system 
in Pikeville, KY, on the occasion of its 
100th anniversary. Under the leadership 
of Superintendent Jerry Green, it is 
one of the best public school systems in 
the Commonwealth. 

Before the founding of Pikeville Inde-
pendent Schools, in the early 20th cen-
tury, the region contained only a scat-
tering of small, one-room schoolhouses. 
In 1915, the first public high school in 
Pike County opened under the system’s 
first superintendent, Tobias J. 
Kendrick. There were approximately 
150 students and 9 teachers and admin-
istrators. Courses taught included ge-
ometry, advanced algebra, physics, 
German, rhetoric, and 4 years of Latin. 
The first senior class contained only 
one graduate, a man named Vernon 
Stump. 

Today, Pikeville Independent 
Schools includes Pikeville Elementary 
and Pikeville Junior High/High School. 
The district boasts some 1,280 students 

from preschool to the 12th grade, and 
all go by the nickname ‘‘Pikeville Pan-
thers.’’ Both Pikeville Elementary and 
Pikeville High are accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and the school district has 
been chosen as one of only 17 Kentucky 
school districts to receive the What 
Parents Want Award. 

Pikeville Independent Schools is con-
stantly evaluating and creating pro-
grams to serve the needs of the stu-
dents in the district. Pikeville Elemen-
tary, which serves preschool through 
grade 6, features full-time humanities 
teachers for art, music, and band. It 
has transition programs for both new 
students entering preschool and exiting 
students graduating into the seventh 
grade. It has many volunteer programs, 
and Pikeville Elementary volunteers 
log an average of 3,000 volunteer hours 
per year. It features a fully equipped 
science lab, an active and supportive 
parent-teacher organization, small 
class sizes, and individual instruction 
and tutoring. 

Pikeville High School, which serves 
grades 7 through 12, offers its students 
8 honors courses and 10 advanced place-
ment courses, as well as unlimited op-
portunities for students to earn dual 
credit at the University of Pikeville. 
Currently, 45 percent of Pikeville High 
juniors and seniors are taking one or 
more dual credit courses through the 
university. 

Pikeville High offers five vocational 
school programs and four career ma-
jors—business management, business 
technology, web development and ad-
ministration, and information support 
services. A wide variety of extra-
curricular activities are available, in-
cluding Key Club, Pep Club, Future 
Business Leaders of America, and the 
National Honor Society, just to name a 
few. 

Pikeville Independent Schools ranks 
second in the State for college and ca-
reer readiness. The district’s juniors 
place sixth in the State on the ACT 
test composite score. And the high 
school placed in the 97th percentile 
this past year among all schools in the 
State. The district’s graduation rate 
for the 2012–2013 school year was over 96 
percent. Athletics and artistic achieve-
ment are also highly valued in the dis-
trict, and Pikeville Independent 
Schools have a long tradition of out-
standing music groups, basketball, and 
football teams. 

For 100 years, Pikeville Independent 
Schools has excelled at its mission to 
prepare students to become productive, 
contributing, valuable members of so-
ciety who have pride in their school 
and their community. Kentucky is 
proud of the Pikeville Independent 
Schools system, and I congratulate the 
many men and women who work there 
for their service. I wish them the very 
best as they embark on a new century 
of representing the very best of Ken-
tucky public education. 

STORMS IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 
represented Quincy, IL, and Adams 
County since coming to Congress in 
1983 as a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. I have found that there is 
something special about the Gem 
City—its people, its strong sense of 
community, and the fighting spirit to 
tackle any crisis from floods to storms. 

That spirit was tested this week. 
I am relieved and thankful that there 

were no serious injuries or fatalities 
after a major storm tore through Quin-
cy on Monday night. Torrential rain 
and winds up to 74 miles per hour felled 
trees, broke dozens of utility poles, and 
tore roofs off several homes and busi-
nesses during the event. The Quincy 
mayor declared a citywide state of 
emergency Monday evening and Adams 
County followed with a state of dis-
aster declaration. Several people say 
the battered city looked like a 
warzone. 

More than 21,000 people were without 
power on Monday night and Tuesday. 
Crews have worked around the clock to 
restore electricity to most. Due to the 
loss of power, many stoplights were out 
throughout the city. Between the out-
ages, flooded streets, and streets made 
impassable by fallen trees, navigating 
Quincy has been a challenge. 

The Quincy Park District estimates 
that the ‘‘jaw dropping’’ damage to the 
city’s 29 parks—especially Madison and 
South Parks—far exceeds the devasta-
tion from severe storms in 2011 that 
costs the District more than $400,000. 
Caretakers at Woodland Cemetery dis-
covered after the worst of the storm 
had passed that a 20-foot piece of a 
Civil War monument was toppled by 
the high winds and at least 35 trees 
were uprooted in the cemetery, many 
of which were more than a century old. 

Dozens of Quincy residents checked 
into motels to escape the heat as they 
started the cleanup of their homes and 
properties without power. John Wood 
Community College and the Quincy 
Senior and Family Resources Center 
set up cooling centers to give people a 
place to take a break. The Red Cross, 
Salvation Army, and other local agen-
cies have been on site to lend a helping 
hand. 

I am grateful that Quincy fire chief 
Joe Henning, Adams County emer-
gency management agency director 
John Simon, Quincy police chief Rob 
Copley, and many other elected offi-
cials and community leaders are lead-
ing cleanup and recovery efforts. Get-
ting the city back on its feet and help-
ing the people whose homes and busi-
nesses were damaged is a big job. 

In today’s Quincy Herald-Whig col-
umnist Steve Eighinger said it best, 
‘‘It’s going to be quite a while before 
things are back to what we consider 
normal, but we’ll get there. We’re 
Quincy. We pay it forward.’’ 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the column be printed in the 
RECORD. 
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