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that the report contents will be based on our
country’s efforts.”

In other words, Japan understood it would
get a pass from the State Department and es-
cape the list of countries facing action by the
U.S. for their failure to resolve abduction
cases based on what Mr. Okada
euphemistically refers to as “efforts,” not re-
sults.

Sgt. Michael Elias’s country has utterly
failed to protect him. He has seen zero
progress in his case over the last year—the
7th year of his heart-wrenching ordeal—and
yet the State Department cannot even bring
itself to hold Japan accountable by naming
Japan a worst offender in the annual report.

The Goldman Act is clear: All requests for
return that the State Department submitted to
the foreign ministry and that remained unre-
solved 12 months later are to be counted
against Japan—and followed up with action.

The Goldman Act has given the State De-
partment new and powerful tools to bring
Japan, and other countries, to the resolution
table. The goal is not to disrupt relations but
to heal the painful rifts caused by international
child abduction.

The question still remains, will the State De-
partment use the Goldman Act as required by
law?

———

RECOGNIZING COLLIN HORAN FOR
EXCEPTIONAL COMMUNITY
SERVICE ON BEHALF OF THE
NORTH POINT VETERANS PRO-
GRAM

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2015

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Collin Horan, a Greencastle-Antrim
Middle School student, for his dedicated serv-
ice to the North Point Veterans Program.

Mr. Horan chose to work with the North
Point Veteran’s Home, a housing, employ-
ment, independent living, and recovery-ori-
ented service provider for displaced veterans,
out of a sense of gratitude for our former serv-
ice members, and given his family’s ties to the
military.

After speaking with the home’s 23 current
residents, Mr. Horan set out with the help and
support of his parents, Don and Lauren Horan,
to provide the veterans with an impressive do-
nation, which included home living essentials
like towels and toiletry items, as well as signifi-
cant funds for the home to purchase a refrig-
erator and laptop computer.

Garnering support from the members of St.
Paul's Lutheran Church in Funkstown and a
number of local businesses, Mr. Horan worked
tirelessly and even overcame a health setback
to complete the service project in conjunction
with his church confirmation.

It is my honor to recognize Mr. Horan, a
selfless young man, and congratulate him for
his committed service to the North Point Vet-
eran’s Home, our country’s service members,
and his local community.
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RECOGNIZING DR. RON KRUSE FOR
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a constituent of mine, Dr. Ron
Kruse. He retired as Executive Director from
the Developmental Services of Franklin Coun-
ty on June 8, 2015. Dr. Kruse has contributed
to the county for 28 years.

Dr. Kruse was the first employee and exec-
utive director hired in 1987, and under his
leadership DSFC expanded to a team of 142
employees. He served 38 years in the field, 28
of those serving the people of Franklin County
with developmental disabilities. His work pro-
vided case management at the local level by
developing the Franklin County Dental Net-
work, Behavioral Services Early Intervention
programming, and by partnering with county
agencies to meet the residents’ transportation
needs. This showcases his ability to make a
positive impact and leave behind a strong leg-
acy with an organization that provides quality,
innovative services.

DSFC enhances employment opportunities,
educational and developmental programs,
family support programs, and community living
options. The organization also promotes public
awareness and community collaboration to
serve individuals with developmental disabil-
ities, such as Cerebral Palsy, Epilepsy, Au-
tism, or a similar condition diagnosed before
the age of 22. Thanks to Dr. Kruse’s efforts,
Franklin County will continue to move in the
right direction for people with development dis-
abilities.

With this retirement, Dr. Ron Kruse can now
spend more time with his family which in-
cludes: his wife Pamela, daughters Jill and
Kate, and grandson Ellis.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Dr. Ron
Kruse on his retirement after 28 years of com-
mitment to his community.

————

HONORING MR. ROY LEE SEAY
HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2015

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Mr. Roy Lee Seay, who has
been honored for his services in the Vietnam
War. Through his service in the United States
Army, Mr. Seay earned several medals and
awards such as the Bronze Star, the Army
Commendation Medal with one Bronze Oak
Leaf Cluster, the National Defense Service
Medal, the Combat Infantryman Badge, the
Marksman Badge with Auto Rifle Bar, and the
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with
“60” device. Mr. Seay was also recently sur-
prised to find out he has been recognized with
the following awards: the Silver Star, the Viet-
nam Service Medal with three Bronze Service
Stars, the Sharpshooter Badge with Rifle and
Machinegun Bars, and the Republic of Viet-
nam Gallantry Cross Unity Citation with Palm
Device.

Mr. Seay was born July 12, 1947 in Mer
Rogue, Louisiana to the late Robert Seay and
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Elizabeth Seay. In October 1970, roughly eight
months after returning from the war, Mr. Seay
and his wife, Maggie Seay, moved to Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, where he worked for
Food Machinery Corporation/United Defense
Industries for twenty-nine years until his retire-
ment in 1999.

Mr. Seay is a dedicated member of his
church, New Salem Missionary Baptist Church
in Minneapolis, where he also works as a
Sunday School Teacher. Mr. Seay’s family is
of utmost importance to him. He is the proud
father of three daughters: Debra Brinkley,
Sandra Moore, and Lawanda Moore; and one
son: Lonnie LaValias.

| wish to congratulate Mr. Seay and his en-
tire family, on a lifetime of service—to his
county, to his family, and to his community.
Thank you, Roy, for your service.

——

DIGNIFIED INTERMENT OF OUR
VETERANS ACT

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2015

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
shed light on an issue plaguing our nation’s
veterans, and to thank two of my constituents
from Fayette County, Mr. Lanny Golden, a
Vietnam Veteran, and Mr. Ron Metros, a
member of Rolling Thunder's Pennsylvania
Chapter 5, for working with me on legislation
to return dignity and respect to our country’s
heroes.

There are an estimated 47,000 unclaimed
veteran remains that have been left to collect
dust on funeral home shelves because the
next of kin has not or could not be identified.
Existing legislation directs the Veteran Affairs
Administration, veteran service organizations,
and funeral directors to work together in identi-
fying veteran status for the deceased and
making every effort to locate the next of kin.
Unfortunately, there are a host of barriers that
prevent effective collaboration among these
stakeholders. For example, in my state of
Pennsylvania, the Missing in America Project
found nearly 100 unclaimed veterans within a
couple years’ time. Some of those veterans
were sitting on shelves for more than 20 years
awaiting burial.

We can speculate regarding the reason for
this disgrace but we cannot know for sure
without giving this issue the attention it de-
serves. That is why | have introduced H.R.
1338 “Dignified Interment of Our Veterans Act
of 2015.” My bill requires the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to conduct a study on matters re-
lating to the claiming and interring of un-
claimed veteran remains. The intent of the
study is to confirm the scope of this problem,
uncover any barriers associated with claiming
and interring veteran remains, and solicit rec-
ommendations from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs on potential program improve-
ments. This is the first step in returning honor
to our country’s heroes.

Again, | would like to thank Mr. Metros and
Mr. Golden for their dedicated work in service
to our country’s veterans. When asked why he
is so passionate about this issue, Mr. Golden,
who served with the First Air Cavalry Division
during the Vietnam War, simply replied that
these are his Brothers in Arms and they de-
serve to be buried beside those that have
walked the same path.
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