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American farmers already deal with
heavy compliance regulations to en-
sure that our food is safe to eat. Fami-
lies must know that Borlaug’s incred-
ible accomplishment and the hard work
of the American farmer is not in vain.

It is no surprise that I am not a fan
of the Federal bureaucracy, but on this
issue we must stand with American
farmers on the health and safety of our
food. We should move in the right di-
rection, and the House should pass this
bipartisan legislation that will create a
voluntary label that supports farmers
and American families.

——
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41ST ANNIVERSARY OF TURKEY’S
INVASION OF CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mark an anniversary that has
pained the Cypriot and Hellenic com-
munities for 41 years.

On July 20, 1974, 41 years ago yester-
day, in blatant violation of inter-
national law, Turkey invaded Cyprus
and captured much of the northern
part of the island.

Since the invasion, Turkey has occu-
pied nearly 40 percent of Cyprus. They
inhabit homes previously owned by
Greek Cypriots, forcibly relocating
160,000 Greek Cypriots and infusing the
island with hundreds of thousands of
Turkish settlers. Another 1,500 Cyp-
riots remain missing since the 1974 in-
vasion, including four Americans
whose remains have not been located.

Religious artifacts and cultural relics
have been destroyed in the wake of the
Turkish Army’s invasion and, after 41
years of displacement, are now lost to
time. Hundreds of churches and mon-
asteries have been shamefully dese-
crated, losing all sense of their historic
and religious significance.

Cyprus has been a steadfast ally, and
Cypriots deserve an end to this sense-
less division.

With negotiations underway again
for reunification, let’s hope this time
next year we will be celebrating the
end of this illegal occupation. As it
builds, Turkey cannot be allowed to
stonewall this democratic process any
longer.

Today the United States stands in a
unique role as a friend of both Cyprus
and Turkey. As an honest broker to
both sides, we can help them to see
that a unified future for Cyprus is far
more promising than the present.

The United States’ relationship with
all its allies—Turkey included—must
be based on shared values and mutual
respect. At the core, the rule of law
must be respected above all else.

Forty-one years of illegal occupation
is 41 years too long. Cyprus has long
been a strong and faithful ally of the
United States, and we owe our support
for both peace and the end of this ille-
gal occupation.
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I encourage the Cypriot leaders to
keep up the hard work of unifying a
people divided for over a generation.
Many hard issues remain, but, hope-
fully, this will be the last year we ac-
knowledge this illegal occupation.

———

ELDRIDGE WILLIAMS, TUSKEGEE
AIRMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EMMER of Minnesota). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of one of my
constituents, Lieutenant Colonel
Eldridge Williams, a Tuskegee Airman
who passed away this month at the age
of 97.

Born in Texas in 1917, Lieutenant
Colonel Williams graduated from Xa-
vier University in 1942 and imme-
diately applied for the Army flight pro-
gram. He was commissioned as a sec-
ond lieutenant in Miami Beach in 1942.

Lieutenant Colonel Williams trained
Tuskegee Airmen who flew overseas to
escort bomber planes across Europe.
Though he didn’t make it overseas, he
flew at the Tuskegee Institute and
trained other pilots until the end of
World War II. He continued to serve
during the 1948 Berlin Airlift and the
Korean war.

In 1949, Mr. Williams moved to Rich-
mond Heights, a community in South
Miami-Dade established for Black serv-
icemen returning from the war. Mr.
Williams taught physical education at
Richmond Heights Middle School and
was soon after promoted to adminis-
trator, serving as director of desegrega-
tion for Miami-Dade County Public
Schools. He retired from the school
system in 1985, but remained com-
mitted to overseeing programs aimed
at assisting kids that had dropped out
of school.

President George W. Bush presented
Mr. Williams and the other living
Tuskegee Airmen with a Congressional
Gold Medal in 2007. This was an honor
long overdue to these trailblazing he-
roes.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I send
my deepest condolences to Mr. Wil-
liams’ loved ones and the many lives
touched by his positive influence. May
they take solemn pride in a life well
lived.

FIU VETERANS AND SMALL FARMERS OUTREACH

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Florida
International University and their out-
reach to those in our agriculture com-
munity.

I recently learned of a new program
created by FIU to give veterans, along
with minority and women farmers, the
opportunity to expand their knowledge
of the agriculture business.

The Veterans and Small Farmers
Outreach program will provide direct
benefits to not only our brave men and
women returning from harm’s way, but
also to the countless small farms in
Homestead, an agriculture-focused
community in south Florida.
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The students currently enrolled in
the Veterans and Small Farmers Out-
reach program at FIU have the oppor-
tunity to learn more about tending
crops and raising livestock through ap-
prenticeships throughout Miami-Dade
and Broward Counties.

I am confident these students will
soon enter our workforce and be pro-
ductive members of the agriculture
community. We will all truly benefit
from the fruits of their labor.

I thank FIU for their continued inno-
vation in bettering the south Florida
community and wish only the best of
luck to the hard-working students of
this newly created program.

IRAN

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my serious
concerns over the Iran deal that was
recently announced.

So far, it appears that this agree-
ment is bad for the United States and
bad for our allies in the region. As I
have said before, a weak deal that gives
Iran any possibility of achieving a nu-
clear weapon is unacceptable.

Key components of the nuclear pro-
gram are still in place. Iran will still
be allowed to have centrifuges and con-
tinue research and development on
them. The Natanz and Fordow facili-
ties will remain in place to purportedly
continue their nuclear activities for
peaceful purposes.

In addition to these troubling facts,
the Iranian regime is going to receive
an exorbitant amount of money that
they will undoubtedly use, at least in
part, to fund Hamas and Hezbollah.

Mr. Speaker, from what I can tell,
this deal does not prevent Iran from
having the parts needed to reach the
nuclear threshold capability down the
road and it will boost the regime’s abil-
ity to support terror in the region.

I strongly urge my colleagues to con-
tinue to carefully monitor this situa-
tion and consider the security interests
of the United States and our allies as
we continue analyzing this deal.

EAGLE SCOUT RANK CONGRATULATIONS

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate two
students from my district, Daniel
Auster and Sebastian Torra, who have
both achieved the rank of Eagle Scout
with Troop 69 of Homestead, Florida.
This prestigious accomplishment has
only been achieved by 4 percent of Boy
Scouts nationwide.

Daniel was the first scout in Troop 69
to attain an Eagle Palm pin in the last
15 years. His fellow troop member, Se-
bastian, completed 173 volunteer hours
at Jack D. Gordon Elementary School
for his Eagle Scout project, both im-
pressive accomplishments.

Daniel and Sebastian are exemplary
of the Boy Scout slogan ‘“Do a good
turn daily.” I applaud their hard work
and dedication to achieve this honor.
They truly embody the Boy Scouts’
commitment to our community. I am
always pleased to see young peobple
with such dedication to giving back
and making our neighborhoods better.
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Once again, congratulations to Dan-
iel and Sebastian.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 24
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Stir our spirits, O Lord, that we may
praise You with full attention and be
whole-hearted in all the tasks You set
before us this day.

We can see Your deeds unfolding in
our history and in every act of justice
and Kkindness. Bless those who have
blessed us, and be close to those most
in need of Your compassion and love.

Fear of You, O Lord, is the beginning
of wisdom. Bless the Members of this
people’s House with such wisdom. As
they resume the work of this assembly,
guide them to grow in understanding in
attaining solutions to our Nation’s
needs that are imbued with truth and
justice.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CHABOT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

CONGRATULATING YADKIN VAL-
LEY MOTOR COMPANY ON 100
YEARS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize Yadkin Valley Motor
Company in North Wilkesboro, North
Carolina, which recently celebrated its
100th anniversary.

It is the oldest Ford dealership in the
Carolinas and 20th oldest out of about
3,100 Ford dealerships nationwide.

A.F. Kilby was the first of four gen-
erations of Kilbys to sell Fords at
Yadkin Valley. His son, Andrew ‘“‘Bud”’
Kilby, and grandson, John Kilby, Sr.,
now own the dealership.

At 89 years old, Bud still works at
the dealership 6 days a week. John
serves as general manager. And his son,

John Kilby, Jr., is a salesman and
Internet manager.
In May, more than 1,500 people

turned out for a special car show mark-
ing the 100th anniversary. Several hun-
dred vehicles, including a number of
antique Fords, participated.
Congratulations to the Kilby family
and everyone at Yadkin Valley Motor
Company on this significant milestone.

————

REAUTHORIZE THE EXPORT-
IMPORT BANK

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
I met with business owners and the
Chamber of Commerce back home in
Michigan to discuss what actions we
can take here in Congress to create
jobs and to boost our economy.

One action that came up is that Con-
gress could immediately act to bring
up legislation to reauthorize the Ex-
port-Import Bank.

It was clear to these businessowners
Michigan jobs are at risk if Ex-Im is
permanently shuttered. This bank, the
Ex-Im Bank, supports over a million
U.S. jobs, thousands of small busi-
nesses, across the country.

Sadly, the reauthorization of the Ex-
port-Import Bank, which has been sup-
ported for over 80 years by Democrats
and Republicans in this House and in
the White House, has become a victim
of Washington’s partisan gridlock, and
it is Michigan’s businesses and workers
and workers all across this country
that are paying the price for Congress’
unwillingness to take this up.

Nearly every developed country, in-
cluding China, has an export credit
agency of some type. Ex-Im cannot be
allowed to expire. American jobs are at
risk.

Let’s reauthorize the Export-Import
Bank.

————
IRANIAN NUCLEAR DEAL

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Iranian nuclear deal has been approved
by the U.N. Security Council by a vote
of 15-0.

But wait. Isn’t Congress supposed to
vote on approval or disapproval to
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make it binding on America? Yes. But
the administration, ignoring Congress’
future vote, went to get the U.N. ap-
proval anyway. But this deal is bad for
the world and the United States.

The United States foreign policy used
to be that Iran would never have nu-
clear weapons. That has changed.

This deal legitimizes nuclear weapon
development in 10 years. It allows the
lifting of conventional arms embargo
in 5 years. It allows Iran to develop
ICBM capacity in 8 years. It imme-
diately gives Iran billions of dollars,
money that I believe will be used to
give to terrorist groups, since Iran is
the number one state sponsor of ter-
rorism in the world.

Mr. Speaker, the United Nations
doesn’t control my vote. The people of
Texas do. The people I represent think
this is a bad deal and don’t want the
United States to be a part of this Ira-
nian nuclear weapon development fi-
asco. And that is the way I will vote,
whether the U.N. or the administration
likes it or not.

And that is just the way it is.

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH

(Mrs. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, this
month is an opportunity to celebrate
some critical programs. The Older
Americans Act celebrated its 50th anni-
versary this past Tuesday. Medicare
and Medicaid turn 50 later this month.
And Social Security turns 80 in Au-
gust.

But it is also a time to reframe how
we look at aging in this country. With
Americans living longer and healthier
lives, we need to create a new paradigm
that ensures older Americans are living
longer with the highest quality of life
for the longest time possible.

Doing this means we help our aging
population feel part of the community,
provide opportunities for them to stay
physically and socially active, and
maintain a serious purpose of life and a
zest for life.

I came to Congress to protect Medi-
care and Social Security. They are bed-
rock programs that seniors depend on
for a safe, healthy, and secure retire-
ment.

As we celebrate the anniversaries
this year, we need to improve and
strengthen these programs to better
meet the needs of our seniors. We can
start by expanding Medicare to cover
things like hearing aids.

———
FLYING TIGERS

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, as we
look back some 70 years in commemo-
ration of the end of World War II, it is
a good time to reflect upon one group
of unsung heroes who went above and
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