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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Mighty God, hear our prayers, search 

our hearts, and know our thoughts. 
Teach us to not transgress with our 
lips. 

Keep the steps of our lawmakers on 
Your paths, inspiring them to not slip 
from the way of integrity. Hear and an-
swer their prayers, saving them with 
Your right hand. Lord, preserve them 
as the apple of your eye, ordering their 
steps and bringing them to Your de-
sired destination. 

We love You, Lord, for You are our 
strength. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

THE HIGHWAY BILL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
regret that yesterday’s procedural vote 
on the multiyear bipartisan highway 
bill was not successful. It wasn’t a vote 
to approve the bill; it was just a vote 
to agree to talk about it. We held that 
vote when we did because we wanted to 
give the House more space to work on 
it. But some Members said they wanted 

more time to review it before agreeing 
to talk about it, so we will take that 
procedural vote again later today. Be-
cause we are still determined to get 
this to the House in a timely manner, 
we expect to work through Saturday to 
ensure that we do. 

Here are the key components of the 
legislation: 

It is a bipartisan, long-term, 
multiyear measure that will fund our 
roads, highways, and bridges for longer 
than any transportation bill considered 
by Congress in a decade—and this high-
way proposal will do so without raising 
taxes or adding to the deficit. 

It will give State and local govern-
ments the kind of stability and cer-
tainty they need to better plan road 
and infrastructure projects into the fu-
ture, while also providing them with 
more flexibility in pursuing those 
projects. 

It will instill real transparency and 
accountability into the funding proc-
ess, so Americans can actually see 
where infrastructure tax dollars are 
going and how they are being spent. 

It will help break the habit of Wash-
ington always looking to hike up the 
gas tax to fund its spending instead of 
looking for spending cuts and effi-
ciencies first. Here is what we know 
about the gas tax: It hits hardest those 
who struggle just to get by, and too 
many Americans have been struggling 
the past few years. It is not fair to hit 
those Americans again with yet an-
other unfair policy from Washington. 

Some people might be a little 
shocked to see the Senator from Cali-
fornia and me working across the aisle 
to put this bill together. Some might 
have been shocked to see President 
Obama and Republicans working to-
gether to pass important trade legisla-
tion for American workers or a Repub-
lican Senator from Tennessee and a 
Democratic Senator from Washington 
helping the Senate come to agreement 
on replacing No Child Left Behind. But 
my view is that if you can agree on a 

policy that is good for the American 
people, you should be willing to look 
past the ‘‘D’’ or ‘‘R’’ next to some-
body’s name in order to get it enacted. 

Senators from both parties know 
that a long-term highway bill, which 
we have all been talking about for lit-
erally years, is in the best interest of 
our country, so we are working to-
gether to get a good one passed. 
Thanks to the dedication of both Re-
publican and Democratic Senators and 
their staffs, I am hopeful we will. 

f 

NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH IRAN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have said that the Senate intends to 
thoroughly review the White House’s 
deal with Iran and then take a vote on 
it under the terms of the Iran Nuclear 
Agreement Review Act. This is a re-
view process which allows us to deter-
mine whether the administration com-
plied with the law and delivered the 
complete agreement, and it is a review 
process which continues today. 

We will have an all-Senators briefing 
later this afternoon to get a more de-
tailed analysis of the agreement. It 
will be a time for Senators to ask ques-
tions and get a stronger sense of 
whether this deal can be verified. I 
know many are eager to do so. Sen-
ators from both sides of the aisle have 
questions for the Obama administra-
tion. Then, tomorrow, Secretaries 
Kerry, Lew, and Moniz will come to the 
Senate to testify before the Foreign 
Relations Committee. I know they are 
expecting a lot of serious, thoughtful 
questions, including from Members of 
their own party—and they should be-
cause the onus is on any administra-
tion to explain why a deal such as this 
is a good one for our country. 

It is always the administration, not 
Congress, that carries the burden of 
proof in a debate of this nature, and it 
seems the administration today has a 
long way to go with Democrats and Re-
publicans alike. For instance, many 
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