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Nothing we say will replace the loss,
the heartbreak, and the pain of his
family and friends, those who Kknew
him best. But we can say how much he-
roes enlighten us—and inspire us—and
strengthen the faith of our Nation and
our lives.

Skip Wells is a hero. It has been said
that ‘‘a hero is someone who has given
his life to something bigger than one-
self.” That is precisely what Skip did.

His closest friends said that Skip
Wells felt called to serve, to protect.
When asked why SKkip joined the Ma-
rines, a friend of Skip’s told folks sim-
ply that “Skip just loved his country.”
He knew that freedom isn’t free. He
knew that liberty requires sacrifice.
What an inspiration his dedication and
his heroism are for all of us.

Chesterton said that ‘‘the true sol-
dier fights not because he hates what is
in front of him, but because he loves
what is behind him.” Skip Wells loved
his family, his friends, the Marines—
oh, how he loved the Marines—and he
loved his country.

His death in the service of this great
Nation places him in the ranks of those
with the greatest of valor. On behalf of
all who represent this Nation, we send
our deepest and heartfelt thanks and
sympathy to Skip’s family and friends
on their tragic loss. We all—every sin-
gle American—mourn for those who
make the ultimate sacrifice for this
great land.

The Bible says: ‘‘Blessed are those
who mourn, for they shall be com-
forted.” In its broadest sense, this
verse is so very, very true. In the book
of John, we read: ‘‘Greater love has no
one than this, that one lay down his
life for his friends.”

To his mom, Cathy, to his friends and
family, you may be very, very proud of
Skip and his ultimate sacrifice to our
country. May God’s grace comfort you
in this difficult time. Please know that
a grateful Nation loves you and mourns
with you.

May we never, ever, forget Skip Wells
and the great men and women who
stand in harm’s way every single day
and protect this, the greatest Nation
on Earth. May God bless us all, and
may he continue to bless the United
States of America.

———

HURRICANE ANDREW
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to
recognize the 24th of August as the 23rd
anniversary of Hurricane Andrew. On
this date in 1992, the category 5 storm
made landfall on Elliott Key, and then
Homestead, Florida, killing 26 imme-
diately, with dozens more fatalities
from injuries stemming from the
storm’s aftermath. We continue to
mourn this loss of life.

The winds of Hurricane Andrew were
calculated at 164 miles per hour and
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completely wiped out Homestead Air
Force Base. Until Hurricane Katrina in
2005, Andrew was the costliest storm in
U.S. history, totaling $43.7 billion when
adjusted for inflation.

As officials assessed the damage,
they noticed that much of the destruc-
tion was due to substandard construc-
tion methods. As a result, Florida now
has the strongest building codes in the
Nation. Furthermore, homes are now
required to have storm shutters or im-
pact-resistant glass.

While we will never be able to fully
prevent damage from a serious storm,
we can mitigate the damage caused and
thus reduce the costs of rebuilding our
neighborhoods.

The National Hurricane Center, lo-
cated at Florida International Univer-
sity in my congressional district, pro-
vides important research on the effects
these storms have on our coastlines
and maintains a continuous watch on
developing weather patterns that could
become a tropical storm. I was able to
tour this center earlier in the year, and
I commend their efforts.

The memory of Andrew forces us to
remain cautious and vigilant so our
communities and homes are protected.
In the midst of this hurricane season, I
strongly encourage all those in the po-
tential paths of these storms to have a
plan already in place to secure prop-
erty and protect loved ones. By taking
the appropriate preventative measures,
we can assure that our families and
neighborhoods remain safe.

KEY WEST TERRORIST DETAINED

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to offer my sincere gratitude
to the brave law enforcement officials
who prevented a terrorist plot from un-
folding in Key West.

On July 28, it was announced that a
Key West man was arrested and
charged with attempting to use a weap-
on of mass destruction. Key West is the
southernmost point of not only my
congressional district, but the entire
United States. Anyone who has visited
the Keys knows how truly special this
part of our country is, not just for its
natural beauty, but for the welcoming
and creative people who call the Keys
home.

A terrorist attack occurring any-
where in the United States is a cause
for serious alarm, and I am glad the ef-
forts of one lone wolf were thwarted.

It is important to recognize the FBI,
the U.S. Attorneys Office, the South
Florida Joint Terrorism Task Force,
the Key West Police Department, the
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office, and
other law enforcement agencies for
working together to neutralize this
threat to Key West and our country.
Because of their efforts, an untold
number of lives were saved.

Unfortunately, this incident reminds
us that we continue to be targeted by
those who wish to do us harm. We must
remain vigilant against these ongoing
threats and ensure our law enforce-
ment agencies continue to have the
necessary resources to execute their
critical mission.
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MIAMI DADE COLLEGE/JOB FAIR

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to thank all those who at-
tended the job fair in my district office
hosted last month for employers and
workers in the Kendall area of south
Florida. We were able to connect over
1,000 of our friends and neighbors who
are looking for work with hundreds of
businesses, agencies, and nonprofit or-
ganizations. The feedback was positive
from countless participants who said
they were able to collect resumes from
well-qualified potential candidates for
job opportunities.

One of my main priorities here in
Congress is helping those who are most
in need, and events like this job fair
are an excellent way for our commu-
nities to come together and find oppor-
tunities for people with all sorts of dif-
ferent skill sets.

I would also like to give special
thanks to Miami Dade College for
hosting this terrific event. They pro-
vide excellent opportunities to south
Florida residents who are looking to
further their education and learn new
skills to enhance their job credentials.

I am also very proud to note that
Miami Dade College was recently
named a ‘‘great college to work for”
for the seventh consecutive year by the
Chronicle of Higher Education.

South Florida is fortunate to have a
strong network of business leaders who
work closely with educational institu-
tions to help people find work. Every
job is an opportunity, and today we
celebrate the constituents in my dis-
trict who have found gainful new em-
ployment as a result of the job fair at
Miami Dade College.

————

RECOGNIZING JENNA McGIVNEY,
LOC TEACHER INSTITUTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. WALORSKI) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Jenna McGivney of
Southwood Junior-Senior High School
for being selected to participate in the
Library of Congress Teaching with Pri-
mary Sources Summer Teacher Insti-
tute. Her dedication to providing the
highest quality of education to young
Hoosiers is nothing short of remark-
able.

Educators attending the teacher in-
stitute participate in and develop pri-
mary source-based teaching strategies
that they can take back to their school
districts, apply in the classroom, and
share with their colleagues. This is an
opportunity reserved for only the fin-
est teachers in the country and is a
testament to Ms. McGivney’s success
as an educator.

It is the work of passionate teachers
like her that make me so grateful to
represent Indiana’s Second Congres-
sional District. The future of Indiana’s
children lies in the hands of our edu-
cators. Because of that, they deserve
our support and recognition.

Today, I congratulate Ms. McGivney
and thank her for her dedication to
educating young Hoosiers.
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