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every echelon, from platoon to theater, 
with duty in Germany, Albania, Ku-
wait, Iraq, and the United States. Gen-
eral Odierno deployed in support of Op-
erations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm; commanded the 4th Infantry 
Division during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom from April 2003 to March 2004; 
served as the commanding general, 
Multi-National Corps—Iraq, III Corps, 
from 2006 to 2008; and later served as 
the commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq and subsequently 
United States Forces—Iraq, from 2008 
until 2010. General Odierno went on to 
serve as the commander of U.S. Joint 
Forces Command from 2010 to 2011, 
where he led the development and inte-
gration of joint capabilities in support 
of combatant command requirements 
around the world., 

On September 7, 2011, General 
Odierno became the 38th Chief of Staff 
of the U.S. Army. Since assuming this 
position, General Odierno’s leadership 
and commitment to his soldiers, to the 
Army, and to the Nation have signifi-
cantly contributed to the U.S. Army 
being the most highly trained and pro-
fessional land force in the world. 

General Odierno developed and im-
plemented the U.S. Army’s vision es-
tablishing a path for the Army of 2025 
and beyond. He envisioned how future 
Army forces would prevent conflict, 
shape security environments, and win 
wars. He ensured that we possessed the 
capability and capacity to provide 
globally responsive and regionally 
aligned forces, as well as expeditionary 
and decisive land-power across the 
range of military operations in defense 
of our Nation at home and abroad, both 
today and against emerging threats. 

But the one thing that remained con-
stant was General Odierno’s tireless 
commitment to soldiers and their fam-
ilies. He built leaders capable of navi-
gating the complex challenges of the 
world we face today and cared for our 
families by focusing on keeping the 
total Army—soldiers, families, and ci-
vilians alike—healthy, ready, resilient, 
and total Army strong. General 
Odierno is an exceptional leader, an 
American patriot committed to our 
Army and Nation, but most impor-
tantly, General Odierno is a great man 
of character. It is for GEN Ray 
Odierno, a soldier, leader, and selfless 
servant, whom we with profound admi-
ration and deep respect pay tribute to 
for all he has done for the U.S. Army 
and our Nation. We thank General 
Odierno, his wife Linda, and his three 
children, Tony, Katie, and Mike, for 
their dedication and sacrifice, and we 
wish them well in the years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING LARRY AND MARGO 
BEAN 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, on 
September 1, 2015, the Boys & Girls 
Club of Central Wyoming will be hold-
ing their Annual Awards and Recogni-
tion Breakfast where they will honor 
Casper philanthropists, Larry and 
Margo Bean. 

The Boys & Girls Club of Central Wy-
oming has been making positive dif-
ferences in the lives of our children 
since 1978. The club provides a sup-
portive environment and an extensive 
array of programs and services to en-
hance the development of our youth. 
Through entertaining activities and 
with the guidance of volunteer men-
tors, participants learn the important 
values of independence, community, 
and belonging. Every year, the Boys & 
Girls Club plans a breakfast to honor a 
member or members of the community 
who make outstanding contributions 
to both the Boys & Girls Club and the 
city of Casper. This year’s honorees, 
Larry and Margo Bean, are incredible 
champions in the Casper community 
and worthy of this special recognition. 

Growing up on farms in Iowa, Larry 
and Margo moved to Casper as young 
adults with a desire to help, encourage, 
and bring joy to those who crossed 
their paths, particularly children. Any-
one who knows the couple knows that 
the care and support they show for 
each other equals their passion for phi-
lanthropy and civic engagement. Next 
year, the couple will celebrate their 
50th anniversary. They will celebrate 
this milestone occasion with their chil-
dren Joshua, Amber, Nathan, and Ni-
cole, and grandchildren Ella, Xavier, 
Mia, Mars, Sullivan, Cassius, and Vin-
cent—who will be born next month. 

As a couple, they are a powerhouse, 
yet they have significant individual ac-
complishments. As an author of four 
children’s books, Margo’s inspiration 
to write stories for children came from 
her father, Max Cronbaugh. Her father 
was an amazing storyteller who never 
failed to capture the imagination of 
children and the excitement of every-
day life on the farm. With her experi-
ence as an elementary school teacher 
and growing up on her family’s Iowa 
farm, Margo’s books reflect her unique 
experience and the special place chil-
dren have always held in her heart. Her 
continued dedication to educating chil-
dren in Wyoming is shown by leader-
ship efforts at the St. Anthony Tri- 
Parish Catholic School, where some of 
their grandchildren attend school. Ad-
ditionally, Margo was chairman of the 
Wyoming Medical Center board of di-
rectors and ran a successful business. 

Larry is a certified public accountant 
and he provides valuable guidance and 
financial advice. In addition, Larry 
serves on the board of directors for sev-
eral important organizations including 
the Martin Family Foundation, the 
Converse County Bank, and the Central 
Wyoming Counseling Center. As so 
many folks in Wyoming know, Larry is 
the ultimate letterwriter. His letters 
are individual masterpieces. In every 
letter from Larry, you see his smile 
and feel his friendship. Larry freely 
gives encouragement and inspiration— 
one letter at a time. Over the years, 
Bobbi and I have looked forward to the 
Bean’s annual Christmas letter. 

Together, Larry and Margo have 
touched the lives of thousands of chil-

dren and families in Wyoming through 
their philanthropic and volunteer 
work. At Christmastime, their ‘‘Love 
in Action’’ project collects presents for 
families in need. They sponsor and co-
ordinate youth events in the commu-
nity including The American Dream 
Essay contest, The Uprising, and the 
Global Leadership Summit. The Beans 
also support youth faith-based organi-
zations such as Child Evangelism Fel-
lowship and Youth for Christ. They 
also have been strong supporters of the 
Nicolaysen Discovery Center and the 
Central Wyoming Rescue Mission. 

Their kindness and generosity ex-
pands across the globe. Larry and 
Margo are diligently working to de-
velop faith-based schools in Zambia 
and Haiti. These neighborhood schools 
will bring hope and opportunities to 
these children as well as to these com-
munities. 

My wife, Bobbi, joins me in extending 
our congratulations to Larry and 
Margo Bean and thanking them for 
their dedication to Wyoming and its 
youth. All of us privileged to know 
them are blessed. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY WOM-
EN’S TENNIS TEAM NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

∑ Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, as 
a fellow Commodore, I would like to 
congratulate the Vanderbilt University 
women’s tennis team on winning the 
NCAA championship, the first national 
championship for the women’s tennis 
program, and the third in Commodore 
history. 

Geoff Macdonald, the head coach of 
this program for 21 years, has done a 
phenomenal job of training and guiding 
these exceptional student-athletes. He 
has worked hard to transform the 
Vanderbilt’s women’s tennis program 
into the best in the country. 

Vanderbilt is a very special univer-
sity, one that produces student-ath-
letes of exceptional character and in-
tegrity, who have pride in themselves 
and their school. This may be the first 
national championship for Vanderbilt’s 
women’s tennis team, but their com-
mitment to these ideals ensures that 
this success will not be the last. 

This achievement would not have 
been possible without the hard work, 
talent, and teamwork of the following 
outstanding student-athletes: Payton 
Robinette, Margaret Leavell, Ellie 
Yates, Georgina Sellyn, Ashleigh 
Antal, Marie Casares, Courtney Colton, 
Frances Altick, Astra Sharma, and 
Sydney Campbell. 

Of course, these student-athletes 
were trained and mentored by a dedi-
cated team of coaches and staff led by 
Coach Macdonald. They are: Emil 
Iankov, Christy Hogan, Kerry Wilbar, 
Lori Alexander, Aleke Tsoubanos, and 
Catherine Hilley. 

Go ’Dores!∑ 
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