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can be just plain creepy. But with ef-
fective cyber security legislation, we
can help protect America’s privacy.

It seems the White House agrees too.
We were glad to see such a strong
statement of support yesterday for the
strong Dbipartisan and transparent
cyber security bill before the Senate.
The President’s spokesman said ‘‘the
Senate should take up this bill as soon
as possible and pass it.”” That is what
the President’s spokesman said just
yesterday about the bill that is cur-
rently on the floor. It is easy to see
why. This bipartisan legislation would
help the public and private sectors pro-
tect America’s most private and per-
sonal information by defeating cyber
attacks.

It contains important measures to
protect ‘‘individual privacy and civil
liberties,” as the top Democrat on the
issue put it. It has been scrutinized and
supported overwhelmingly—14 to 1—by
both parties in the Intelligence Com-
mittee.

Our colleagues said they would be
happy to consider the bill in a timely
fashion—a couple of days ‘‘at the
most’’ is what the Democratic leader
told us—if allowed to offer some
amendments. That seemed reasonable
enough to me. That is why I offered a
fair proposal yesterday that would
have ensured at least 10 relevant
amendments to be pending and debated
for each party. That is actually more
than what Democrats have been asking
for. So I think everyone was a little
taken aback when they chose to block
the proposal anyway.

I am still determined to see if we can
find a way forward on this bipartisan
bill. Republicans support it, Democrats
support it, and President Obama sup-
ports it. I am asking colleagues to join
me to open debate on it today. With a
little cooperation, we can pass a strong
bipartisan cyber security bill this
week.

———
TRIBUTE TO RUSS THOMASSON

Mr. McCONNELL. Now, Mr. Presi-
dent, on one final matter, I know my
friend from Texas will have some words
to say about the man who has been
helping him run the whip operation so
effectively the last few years, and I
know Senator CORNYN won’t mind if I
share a few thoughts first.

Russ Thomasson is preparing to bid
farewell to the Senate after many
years in the trenches. He is one of the
most approachable and good-humored
staffers around here. He is also incred-
ibly effective.

This former intelligence officer al-
ways has his ear to the ground. When
he takes the pulse of the Senate, it is
with uncommon precision.

Russ loves a good nail-biter too. And
in a more open, more freewheeling,
and, by definition, more unpredictable
Senate, you are inevitably going to
have a few of those as well. What is im-
portant is that with Russ’s help, we al-
most always seem to push through.
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Russ has all of the qualities you would
look for in a highly successful member
of our leadership team—always willing
to take on the difficult but necessary
tasks, unafraid to offer his candid ad-
vice, working each vote until the gavel
falls, and defined by loyalty and integ-
rity. This is someone whose judgment I
value greatly.

I am glad Russ’s son Austin got to
see him in action. He has had a front-
row seat as a page here in the Senate.
We hope Austin will be seeing more of
his dad soon, the same with his sister
Sasha and Russ’s wife Cindy.

Thank you, Russ, for your service to
the Senate. You have been an invalu-
able member of our team, and you will
be truly missed.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

————

NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH IRAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Iran ac-
cord is the result of many years of hard
work by lots of people. Congressional
committees are conducting hearings to
listen to the administration’s case and
others. For example, this evening at 5
p.m., we will have an all-Senators clas-
sified briefing. At that meeting, we will
hear from Dr. Moniz, the Secretary of
Energy, a man imminently qualified as
a scientist—an MIT physics professor
who is world famous for his scientific
prowess—and Wendy Sherman, one of
America’s truly great diplomats during
the last 20 years.

We have yet to see the language of
the legislative response to the accord
that has been negotiated. I know that
Senator CORKER and Senator CARDIN
are working on that, but it is not out
yet. It is incumbent on Congress to re-
view this agreement with the thought-
ful, level-headed process that an agree-
ment of this magnitude deserves.

Let’s hopefully remember that we all
agree, and now the world agrees, that a
nuclear-armed Iran is unacceptable and
a threat to our national security, the
safety of Israel, and the stability of the
Middle BEast. Like many Senators, I am
continuing to consider this matter. I
am looking forward to the briefing to-
night. It is altogether appropriate for
Senators to consider this deliberately
and with the understanding that this is
very important. I admire those Sen-
ators on both sides who have come to a
conclusion on how they feel about this.
A number of us have not and are look-
ing for more information to better un-
derstand this very important time in
the history of the world.

————
FUNDING THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on another
matter, unless Congress acts, there will
be a government shutdown on October
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1. That is a short time away—Iless than
2 months. Every day that passes we are
another day closer to the crisis of an
unfunded Federal government.

For months we have been warning
Republican leaders that there is a need
to find a solution to these budget prob-
lems. We have offered to meet with
them. We have urged them to nego-
tiate. The answer is always no answer.

The Republican leader knows he
must negotiate. Here is what he said
yesterday: ‘‘Different parties control
the Congress from control the White
House, and at some point, we’ll nego-
tiate the way forward.” I am sure that
didn’t come out exactly the way he
wanted, but I think I get the picture.
He believes we have two Houses of Con-
gress that are different from the White
House. I am quite certain that is what
he meant to say.

Regardless, the question remains:
Why does the Republican leader con-
tinue to decline our invitation to sit
down and craft a bipartisan solution
and do it now? Why does he continue to
tell us no? This should not come as a
surprise, however, because Republicans
are in the habit of governing by manu-
factured crisis. We have seen that over
the past 7 months.

Their obvious distaste—some say ha-
tred—of government generally is so
deep that many take pleasure in clos-
ing it. We hear that from the state-
ments that have been made over the
last few days. That could explain why
they keep fighting to not move forward
on negotiations and finding excuses to
simply close the government. Lately it
has been women’s health. They are
going to close the government because
they don’t like the way women are get-
ting their health care.

In the 1990s Republicans shut the
government to force cuts in Medicare.
In 2013 they shut the government to
force repeal of the Affordable Care Act.
It is clear that both of those times
were total failures.

Earlier this year Republicans came
within hours of shutting down the De-
partment of Homeland Security. That
is the agency which is tasked with
keeping our homeland safe. They came
within hours of closing down the whole
Department.

There is always a new reason—some
grievance from the partisans at FOX
News, some complaint from whiners on
talk radio, some attack from radicals
in the tea party. It makes one wonder:
What will be next? Will the Repub-
licans again use shutdown extortion to
try to repeal ObamaCare or to attack
immigrants or to cut Social Security
or to privatize Medicare?

As I just said, there is a new one.
They are targeting the health of
women in America. Could it be any
more obvious that the Republican
Party doesn’t care about the health of
women? That is obvious from the state-
ments that have been made. The legis-
lation before this body says money
that goes to this organization which
they dislike—other agencies will take
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