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Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to observe a 

moment of silence in honor of Deputy Darren 
Goforth, an extraordinary human being and a 
shining example of what is meant when we re-
member him and say: ‘‘He was one of Hous-
ton’s finest.’’ 
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Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Beulah Baptist Institu-
tional Church in Tampa, Florida in celebrating 
its 150th anniversary. Founded by freed 
slaves in 1865, the church holds a unique 
place in history. It has served many genera-
tions and the entire community with its mission 
of freedom of worship and dignity of the indi-
vidual. 

Established at the conclusion of the Civil 
War, Beulah became Tampa’s first African- 
American Baptist Church. Over its 150 years, 
the Church has grown to be a symbol of social 
justice. Beulah has remained committed in fo-
cusing on education and civil rights. This dili-
gent commitment has surely ensured a bright-
er future for its congregates and the commu-
nity as a whole. 

The lasting influence the church has had on 
Tampa is a testament to its congregants and, 
certainly, to its leaders. The late Reverend Dr. 
A. Leon Lowry, Sr. who served from 1956 to 
1996, was a leader in the fight for civil rights 
in Tampa in the 1950s and 1960s as well as 
the State President of the NAACP. Reverend 
Lowry then went on to become the first Afri-
can-American elected to office countywide— 
the Hillsborough County School Board. He 
was one of the Theology professors of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The A. Leon Lowry, 
Sr. Elementary School in Tampa is named in 
his honor. 

The current pastor, Reverend Dr. W. James 
Favorite, has continued the church’s pivotal 
role in community advancement. With a strong 
philosophy that serving the church is more 
than just ministering on Sunday, Reverend Fa-
vorite serves on many community initiatives in-
cluding Pastors on Patrol, the African Amer-
ican Family Support Initiative, Childcare Facili-
ties Advisory Board, and the Tampa Urban 
League board. As the Chairman of the Black 
Leadership Commission on AIDS of Tampa 
Bay, Reverend Favorite has spearheaded the 
effort nationally to reduce the stigma associ-
ated with HIV and AIDS by calling on clergy 
all across the bay area and America to put 
AIDS and HIV awareness at the heart of their 
sermons. 

With 150 years of service and stewardship, 
the church enters into its next 150 years with 
enthusiasm. The church is looking forward to 
its upcoming projects including Senior housing 
initiatives, job preparation and technology 
training, sponsorship of Jamaica Outreach 
ministry, Summer Instructional camp, and an 
after school e-Library facility. 

On behalf of the Tampa Bay community that 
has greatly benefitted from the church’s con-
tinuing presence and guidance, I am honored 
to congratulate the Beulah Baptist Institutional 
Church on their 150th anniversary. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Denise 
Putman of the Bluff’s Arts Council for receiving 
an Iowa Governor’s Volunteer Award. 

Each year Iowa Governor Terry Branstad 
honors individuals who have exemplified ex-
ceptional commitment to their communities 
through various service related activities. 
Denise was granted this prestigious award as 
she has demonstrated her dedication to serv-
ing the Bluff’s Arts Council as both a board 
member and volunteer. Denise’s hard work 
and dedication to serving others truly em-
bodies our Iowa values. 

I applaud Denise for her commitment to 
service and giving back to the community. It is 
an honor to represent civic minded Iowans like 
her in the United States Congress. I know my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating her 
for receiving this award and wish her nothing 
but the best moving forward. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Julie Louise Lovie, 
who has been selected as the Napa County 
Teacher of the Year for 2016. 

A native of Napa, California, Ms. Lovie 
began her teaching career in 1993 at the 
Napa Valley Adult School. In 1994, she began 
teaching math and science at Valley Oak Con-
tinuation High School in Napa, where whe still 
teaches today. Throughout her career, Ms. 
Lovie has been a beloved member of her 
school community. In 2010, she was named 
Teacher of the Year by the Napa Rotary Club, 
and in 2014 she was named a ‘‘Friend of the 
Napa Hispanic Network’’. Her professional af-
filiations have included The California Teach’s 
Association, a partnership with the Napa 
County Resource Conservation Acorns to 
Oaks program, and the Water Shed Week 
‘‘STRAW’’ program. Furthermore, Ms. Lovie 
has been a Community Club Leader for the 4 
Leaf Clover 4H Club for over 15 years and 
has actively participated in Youth Ministry at 
St. Apollinaris Church for 10 years. 

As an experienced continuation high school 
teacher, Ms. Lovie understands that traditional 
teaching strategies will not work for the stu-
dents in her classes. Serving a population that 
is often considered at risk for drug and alcohol 
use, she serves as the Friday Night Live advi-
sor, the California Highway Patrol ‘‘Every 15 
Minutes’’ advisor, and as a member of the 
Catalyst Prevention Coalition. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Lovie makes it her mis-
sion as a teacher to change students’ beliefs 
about themselves and take them on a journey 
of achievement. It is appropriate that we take 
this time to honor Ms. Lovie for her decades 

of service to our community and her commit-
ment to making each of her students feel both 
supported and respected. 
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church located 
in Berkeley, California upon its 80th Anniver-
sary as a strong religious pillar in the East Bay 
community. 

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church was 
founded in 1935 by a group of 35 devout 
Christians. They sought to bring glory to God 
by engaging and empowering believers 
through fellowship, discipleship, worship and 
service. The church was built in the historic 
Lorin district of Berkeley. To accommodate its 
growing membership, the church was ex-
panded in 1959 to include a library, nursery, 
and classrooms. The church added a new 
building in 1964 and named it the Stoval Cen-
ter in honor of the late Pastor Edward Stovall. 

Dr. Earl C. Stuckey Sr. was elected senior 
pastor of Progressive Missionary Baptist 
Church in September 1977. Pastor Stuckey is 
active in both the faith and local communities. 
He served as an advisor on the Billy Graham 
Crusade, and was an active member of the 
Baptist Ministers Union as well as numerous 
other Christian organizations, including serving 
as a planning board member of the Mount 
Hermon Christian Conference; Publicity Chair-
man of the Evangelism Committee; former 
board member of the Bay Cities Bible Institute; 
and Christian Nationals Evangelism Commis-
sion. 

Through many outreach programs, Progres-
sive Missionary Baptist Church has been able 
to better the lives of people in their commu-
nity. The church facilitates programs such as 
the Bay Area Rescue Mission, Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Programs, Crown Ministries Fi-
nancial Seminars, Project Go Ye, and Cele-
brate Recovery. All of these programs have 
had a truly remarkable effect on the residents 
of the Bay Area. 

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church con-
tinues to host ministries for groups of all ages 
and areas of need. The Life Development Min-
istry provides young members a safe and car-
ing atmosphere in which they can receive 
guidance and direction. The Home Builders 
Ministry works to strengthen the spiritual foun-
dation for engaged and married couples; the 
Men’s Fellowship Ministry challenges men to 
reach spiritual maturity and restore family con-
nections; and, the Women’s Fellowship Min-
istry seeks to enable each woman to discover 
and utilize her spiritual potential. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
13th Congressional District, I extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Progressive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on the special occa-
sion of its 80th anniversary. I wish Progressive 
Missionary Baptist Church many more years 
of faithful and compassionate service. 
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