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APPROVAL OF JOINT 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STACEY E. PLASKETT 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action. 

Over these summer months my colleagues 
and I have engaged in—what I believe has 
been—enormous thought, analysis, consulta-
tion, and heartfelt introspection in taking a po-
sition on a matter that may determine the 
safety of the Middle East, and the United 
States’ continued leadership in the world. For 
several years our nation has spearheaded 
sanctions, which have brought Iran to the ne-
gotiating table, and our President has pre-
sented to our nation a path to peace. For the 
last 30 years, American-Iranian relations have 
been trapped in not only suspicion and mis-
trust, but intractability; denying us the ability to 
develop even an agreement as to how we will 
manage our and our allies’ relationship and in-
terests in Iran. As a nation of democracy, dig-
nity and freedom, fought for and defended by 
ourselves and our allies, I believe that the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
is the best means to protect and advance the 
best interests of our nation and those of our 
allies. I choose to support measures designed 
to build bridges to a future that may one day 
lead to peace. 

I fundamentally support the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action and commend Sec-
retary John Kerry and Secretary Ernest Moniz 
for their leadership in these negotiations. We 
are not the only party to this Agreement and 
we are well aware that all other nations in the 
negotiation are ready and willing to sign the 
JCPOA. They are also ready to resume com-
mercial relations with Iran, which will effec-
tively remove economic sanctions, the stick 
which initially brought them to the table. Our 
leadership role demands that we follow 
through with the terms of this Agreement and 
continue to be at the helm of monitoring Iran. 
We must never walk away from our commit-
ment to peace in the region and our alliance 
with Israel. If we walk away now, however, we 
have no voice. We isolate not only our lead-
ers, but also our nation. 

No one believes this is a perfect outcome or 
that we have entered with complete faith in 
the other side. As a lawyer, I understand that 
no party is ever completely satisfied with 
agreements such as this. I am particularly 
concerned that the Agreement will require lift-
ing the sanctions against Iran, which has been 
our main enforcement measure. Iran stands to 
recover approximately $100 billion once re-
leased from previously imposed sanctions. If 
we reject this deal, we waive any leverage to 
ensure the money is not used to advance a 
regime that would threaten our national and 
international security. I will work with my col-

leagues in Congress and the Administration as 
we ensure Iran abides by the terms of the 
Agreement and uses the money to promote 
economic stability globally and within the re-
gion. 

I have met with my constituents including 
those from both the Muslim and Jewish com-
munities and am thankful for their thoughts on 
this subject, and even more so for their com-
mitment to uplift the people of the Virgin Is-
lands, our country and the world. 

Most important to this decision is my fear 
that military action would be the likely alter-
native to rejecting the Agreement, and my 
constituents—mostly underserved and unem-
ployed minorities—will be the individuals to 
bear the brunt of the fight. As the Representa-
tive of a community that serves in our Nation’s 
military in greater proportion than most com-
munities on the mainland, and as a mother of 
three service-age sons, I cannot support this 
outcome. 

On this anniversary of the attack of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and our nation’s subsequent 
decision to enter war, we see that we must 
exhaust every option before entering war and 
suffering the casualties of such conflicts, 
which rob us of the most precious resource of 
our nation; our people. The alternative to not 
supporting the Agreement is not a viable op-
tion for our nation. We as leaders must work 
diligently for peace in the Middle East, and to 
ensure we protect the interests of Israel, our 
must trusted ally in the region. 

I believe that President Obama has secured 
enough votes in the Senate to advance the 
Agreement, and hope we in Washington will 
now focus on efforts towards addressing and 
improving our long-term infrastructure needs, 
maintaining our social safety net system, alle-
viating the continued inequities in this great 
country, and uplifting the lives of all Ameri-
cans. 

f 

H.R. 3460 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I voted 
against H.R. 3460. I regret that this bill was 
brought to the floor without even a discussion, 
let alone a markup, in the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. Had it been marked up in the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, I would 
have offered an amendment to strike the date 
so that the President’s authority to waive 
sanctions was either eliminated entirely or 
eliminated for three years or five years. Unfor-
tunately the text of the bill implies that the next 
president will be more capable of making deci-
sions regarding Iran than the current presi-
dent. I have disagreed with President Obama 
on Iran policy, but I think it is absurd to as-
sume that the next president will make better 
policy, especially when we have no idea who 
that individual will be. 

TRIBUTE TO MR. RICHARD 
BERELLE ASH 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, Mr. Richard Berelle Ash is cele-
brating thirty (30) years of serving others in 
the Georgia Department of Community Health; 
and 

Whereas, Mr. Ash retires this year, he has 
served as an Operations Manager, Property 
Officer, Fleet Manager and Records Manager 
for the state of Georgia and he has provided 
stellar leadership and service throughout the 
state; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man is an ambassador of goodwill; as a pas-
tor and community advocate, he has given 
hope to the hopeless, fed the hungry and has 
been a beacon of light to those in need; and 

Whereas, Mr. Ash is a man of compassion, 
a fearless leader and a servant to all, but most 
of all a visionary who has shared his time and 
talent to promote community development 
around the state of Georgia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mr. Richard 
Berelle Ash as he celebrates thirty years of 
service and to salute him as he retires from 
the Georgia Department of Community Health; 
A true Man of Excellence; now therefore, I, 
HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby 
proclaim July 30, 2015 as Mr. Richard Berelle 
Ash Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 30th day of July, 2015. 
f 

STATEMENT RECOGNIZING TRAIN 
HEROES 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to com-
mend the bravery of three young men with ties 
to Sacramento County. While on a train to 
Paris, childhood friends Alek Skarlatos, An-
thony Sadler, and Spencer Stone sprang into 
action to stop a man storming through their 
cabin carrying an automatic weapon and a 
box cutter. Their quick action saved the peo-
ple onboard that train and their bravery has in-
spired our country. 

As we recognize their heroism, the incident 
is also a reminder that terrorist threats are ev-
erywhere. These three men took bold action to 
protect others from harm and I commend the 
sacrifice they were willing to make to protect 
those around them. 

The three met while attending Freedom 
Christian School in Fair Oaks. Sadler and 
Stone attended Del Campo High School and 
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were active in their community. Skarlatos 
moved to Oregon, but the trio stayed in touch. 
They were on a European vacation when the 
gunman burst into their cabin. 

As an Oregon Army National Guardsman, 
Army Spc. Alek Skarlatos had recently re-
turned from Afghanistan. He was first to sound 
the alarm, telling his friends, ‘‘let’s go’’ as they 
moved to subdue the gunman. 

Anthony Sadler, a senior at Sacramento 
State University, said his first instinct was to 
help and he rushed toward the man. 

And Airman 1st Class Spencer Stone of the 
U.S. Air Force was the first to get to the gun-
man. He was slashed while trying to disarm 
the man. As a trained Emergency Medical 
Technician, his injury didn’t stop him from ad-
ministering care to some of the passengers 
who had been wounded. Stone has been 
nominated for the Airman’s Medal, the Air 
Force’s highest non-combat award. 

These men were faced with a dangerous 
threat and in that moment chose to act. It is 
a testament to their bravery and their service 
to their country. It is my pleasure to formally 
recognize the actions they took to save others. 

The parade in their honor will be held on 
September 11, 2015 in Sacramento. It’s a fit-
ting date to welcome them home and honor 
their heroism. The story of these three men is 
a reminder that everyone can be a hero. 
Thank you Alek, Anthony, and Spencer: you 
have made your hometown proud and inspired 
our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. HUGH FLOYD 
WILLIAMS 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, Mr. Hugh Floyd Williams is cele-
brating forty (40) years of serving others in the 
Peace Corps as a volunteer for two years 
(1974–1976) and with the State Department 
for thirty-eight years (1977–2015); and 

Whereas, Mr. Williams retired this year with 
the rank of Minister-Counselor from the State 
Department wherein under his guidance as a 
Foreign Service Officer, he has provided stel-
lar leadership on an international level, he has 
enhanced the lives of many in Sierra Leone, 
Europe, Asia, Hong Kong, Canada, Malaysia, 
India, Indonesia, Belgium, Jamaica and the 
Americas; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man is an ambassador of goodwill; he has 
given hope to the hopeless, fed the hungry 
and is a beacon of light to those in need; and 

Whereas, Mr. Williams is a man of compas-
sion, a fearless leader and a servant to all, but 
most of all a visionary who has shared his 
time and talent to promote diplomacy around 
the world representing our great nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mr. Hugh Floyd 
Williams as he celebrates forty years in serv-
ice and to salute him as he retires from the 
State Department; A true Man of Excellence; 
now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, 
Jr., do hereby proclaim July 23, 2015 as Mr. 
Hugh Floyd Williams Day in the 4th Congres-
sional District. 

Proclaimed, this 23rd day of July, 2015. 

f 

HONORING THE PERMIAN BASIN 
HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 93 Veterans from West Texas who 
will be visiting our Washington D.C. this week, 
sponsored by the Permian Basin Honor Flight. 
On behalf of a grateful state and nation, we 
welcome these heroes to the nation’s capital. 

The Veterans on this Honor Flight are: Clint 
Adams, Alberto Alavartez Jr., Clark Bagley, 
Joe Banks, Michael Barker, Victor Barros, 
James Bedingfield, Carlton Blackwell, Herbert 
Blankingship, James Block, Grady Blocker, 
Wilbur Boone, Thomas Bostick Sr., Raymond 
Boswell, Harold Brenner, Wendell Brown, Billy 
Brown, Mike Brown, Dr. Joseph Bruner, Daniel 
Bullen, Robert Cole, Jennifer Conkin, Richard 
Cortez, Doyle Dewayne Dobbs, Ernest Elkins, 
Ronald Emmons, Robert Fields, Daniel Fisch-
er, Richard Galloway, Wade Gamblin, Ralph 
Gillette, John Graves, Eldon Griffis, Michael 
Henderson, Gary Hokerk, Wayne Hokerk, Rex 
Holland, Timothy Humpherys, Billy Hunte, Joe 
Jackson, Roger Johnston, Herman Jones, 
Bobby Kizer, Charles Linebarger, Teresa 
Lopez, Delfin Lopez, Michael Lopez, Raymond 
Lusk, Darcy Maloney, Robert Middaugh, Scott 
Morris Sr., Scott Morris Jr., Ira Overton, 
Carolos Padilla, Salvatore Pagano, Preston 
Parrott, Newton Peterson, Julian Pressey, TJ 
Price, Donald Price, Emil Raschke, Edward 
Reel, Winifred Richmond, Sifredo Rodriguez, 
Frank Rodriguez, Pedro Ruiz, Richardo 
Saldana, Thomas Salgado, Erene Sanchez, 
Simon Sanchez, Jerry Sides, Georgia Simcik, 
Claude Smith, Melvin Smith, Tommy Smith, 
Steve Stone, Rachel Stout, William Sudduth, 
Bobby Jean Swinney, William Tapley, Leslie 
Tidwell, Charl Trantham, Veron Trent, Teddy 
Trogdon, Henry Tuck, Randy Vest, Orlando 
Villanueva, Donald Waldrop, Gary Watkins, 
Mark Webb, David Whitten, Grady Wilkerson, 
Robert Williamson, William Wrenn. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled to have the op-
portunity to meet these brave men and women 
who exemplify the best of our country. Their 
sacrifice and commitment to the duty to our 
nation can never be fully repaid, and I hope 
that when they visit our nation’s monuments in 
Washington D.C., the gratitude and respect 
we have for them will truly be reflected. 

Colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and their families for their ex-
emplary dedication and service to this great 
nation. I would also like to extend a special 
thank you to the local communities, all of the 
volunteers, and Mr. Jeremy West and Mr. 
John West for their extensive work in orga-
nizing this Honor Flight. This trip would not 
have been possible without all the financial 
and emotional support of the people who have 
put in so much hard work and personal time 
to make sure this trip could be possible. 

TRIBUTE TO THE WEBB-HUDSON 
FAMILY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, the Webb-Hudson family lineage 
has blessed us with descendants that have 
helped to shape our nation; and 

Whereas, the Webb-Hudson Family has 
produced many well respected citizens, and 
the patriarchs and matriarchs of the Webb- 
Hudson family are pillars of strength that have 
touched the lives of many; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to 
have members of the Webb-Hudson family 
such as Former Lithonia Mayor Marcia Hunter, 
Former Lithonia Police Chief Jerome Woods, 
former Lithonia Councilperson Barbara Lester, 
Rockdale County Sheriff Deputy A.G. Giles, 
DeKalb County Court Clerk Drucilla Woods 
and Mrs. LaVerne Woods Baker for they are 
some of our most honorable citizens in our 
District; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world and we 
take pride in knowing that families such as the 
Webb-Hudson family have set aside this time 
to fellowship with each other, honor one an-
other and to pass along history to each other 
through their family reunion in DeKalb County, 
Georgia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Webb-Hudson 
family; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim July 11, 
2015 as Webb-Hudson Family Reunion Day In 
the 4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 11th day of July, 2015. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD CAMPBELL 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Owosso Argus-Press editor 
and chairman Richard Campbell in recognition 
of his lifetime of contributions to Owosso, 
Shiawassee County and our great state. 

A 1946 Owosso High School Graduate, 
Richard attended the University of Michigan 
and was commissioned as an officer in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. Richard’s 20 years in the 
Marines included serving as a platoon com-
mander during the Korean War, leading a bat-
talion of Marines to Vietnam in 1966, and tour-
ing as a senior press officer of the Military As-
sistance Command-Vietnam. 

After retiring as a colonel in 1972, Campbell 
returned to the family business in Owosso and 
started work at the Argus-Press. At the paper, 
he worked in advertising and news, before 
being named editor in 1973. Richard was 
known for his great attention to detail, his en-
thusiasm for pursuing stories, and the way he 
cared about his staff. He dedicated over 40 
years to the Argus-Press and, though he at-
tempted several times to retire, he always 
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came back to the office and the work that he 
loved. 

In addition to his work as editor of the 
Argus-Press, Richard served as president of 
the Michigan Press Association, the Michigan 
Associated Press Editorial Association, and 
the University Press Club of Michigan. He was 
also a dedicated member of the Society of 
Professional Journalists (Sigma Delta Chi) and 
the National Press Club in Washington, DC. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Richard Campbell for his lifetime of serv-
ice to our country and community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SHEPHERD 
FAMILY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, during the mid-1800’s, the union 
of Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Shepherd in South 
Carolina began the Shepherd family lineage; 
since that time, the Shepherd family has 
blessed us with descendants across the coun-
try who have helped to shape and mold our 
nation; and 

Whereas, today we honor all of the matri-
archs and patriarchs of the Shepherd family, 
who are pillars of strength in our community. 
The Shepherd family helped to build and sup-
port Poplar Springs Baptist Church in 
Ellenwood, Georgia over one hundred forty- 
one years ago and continue to support this 
great institution today; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, I am honored to 
have many members of the Shepherd family 
who are some of our most productive and 
community involved citizens; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world, and I 
take pride in knowing that families such as the 
Shepherd family have set aside this time to 
fellowship with each other, honor one another 
and to pass along history to each other by 
meeting at this year’s family reunion in Geor-
gia’s Fourth Congressional District; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Shepherd 
Family; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim, September 
13, 2015 as The Shepherd Family Reunion 
Day in the 4th Congressional District of Geor-
gia. 

Proclaimed, this 13th day of September, 
2015. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 375TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE TOWN OF 
MARSHFIELD 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 375th Anniversary of the town of 
Marshfield, Massachusetts, a beautiful coastal 
haven on the state’s historic South Shore. 

While the town was officially incorporated as 
a separate town from Plimoth Plantation in 
1640, the area that is Marshfield today has 
been inhabited by Native American tribes, in-
cluding the Wampanoag Tribe, for thousands 
of years. When early English settlers came to 
the area known as Missacautucket by the 
Wampanoag, they found roads already well- 
established by the tribe—some of which are 
still in use today. 

Established as part of the ‘New Colony of 
New Plimoth in New England’ in 1620, this 
small colony grew from being predominantly 
cattle farmers to including commercial fishing, 
salt marsh haying and shipbuilding by the start 
of the 19th century. 

Marshfield and its residents retain a storied 
place in our nation’s history. Many of the 
town’s colonists fought in several early Amer-
ican wars, including taking an early stance 
against the British on December 19, 1773— 
years before the official start of the Revolu-
tionary War. At midnight, the Marshfield Patri-
ots confiscated tea from the old Ordinary in 
the town as a protest against the Crown and 
a display of solidarity with those who took part 
in the Boston Tea Party, which took place only 
three days prior. 

Perhaps Marshfield’s most famous son is 
Daniel Webster, the former Senator and Sec-
retary of State in the years leading up to the 
American Civil War. Though a national figure, 
this gifted orator and celebrated statesman 
was known in his time as ‘‘the Farmer of 
Marshfield’’. 

Since its historic beginnings, Marshfield has 
grown into a vibrant and active community of 
over 25,000 residents. Today, the town at-
tracts visitors from all over the country as a 
popular summer destination. This scenic town 
is also known for hosting an annual agricul-
tural fair, attracting crowds from all over the 
region. 

Mr. Speaker, the 375th Anniversary of 
Marshfield is an opportunity both to reflect on 
the significance of this prominent town and 
look ahead to its future as a pillar of the South 
Shore. Marshfield’s past embodies the rich-
ness of American history and the indomitable 
spirit of the American people. May this historic 
Massachusetts town flourish for many years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE HON-
ORABLE RAYMOND L. BRAMUCCI 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with the 
deepest respect and the heaviest of hearts 
that I rise today to pay tribute to my good 
friend and outstanding political leader, Ray-
mond L. Bramucci. His passing marks the end 
of an era and leaves a legacy of public service 
to which we should all strive. 

Born in Ludlow, Massachusetts, Ray’s story 
is one so many children of immigrants share. 
His success was built on hard work and com-
munity service. One of four children of an 
Italian butcher who lost everything during the 
Great Depression, Ray worked a variety of 
factory jobs as a boy to help his family sur-
vive. He dropped out of high school at age 17 
and entered the United States Air Force where 

he served for four years with honor and dis-
tinction. 

After finishing his service in the Air Force, 
Ray moved to New York City where he joined 
the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union. Rising through the ranks, he became a 
senior director widely respected for cham-
pioning fair play by both workers and employ-
ers. This commitment to balance earned Ray 
a distinguished reputation among all those he 
worked with. 

Senator Bill Bradley chose Ray to lead his 
New Jersey office, a post he held for more 
than twenty years before he was tapped by 
then Governor Jim Florio to serve as Commis-
sioner of New Jersey’s Department of Labor. 
His political acumen and policy prowess once 
again earned him the respect and admiration 
of all those who worked with him. As Commis-
sioner, Ray left an indelible mark on public 
policy with one of his signature achieve-
ments—the passage of the Workforce Devel-
opment Partnership Act, which trained unem-
ployed workers in high-tech, emerging trades. 

Ray later served as the Executive Director 
of the Scion Hall University Institute on Work, 
a not-for-profit organization advocating work-
place equity. He was also an arbitrator on the 
New Jersey Board of Mediation, a Special Ad-
visor to the President of Montclair State Uni-
versity, and an adjunct professor of political 
science at Rutgers University. Ray ascended 
to the national stage in 1998 when then Presi-
dent Bill Clinton asked him to serve as Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor at the United States 
Department of Labor. He oversaw the admin-
istration of national Youth Opportunity grants 
and became a driving force in employment 
and training nationwide. He also supervised 
job training across the country, including more 
than 100 Job Corps Centers. 

Even after his service at the United States 
Department of Labor concluded, Ray re-
mained active as a consultant on worker train-
ing, labor issues, conflict resolution and arbi-
tration for public and private sector clients. 
Throughout his life, Ray demonstrated a 
unique commitment to public service. He 
fought hard for policies that strengthened the 
American workforce in immeasurable and in-
numerable ways. 

On a more personal note, I will always be 
grateful to Ray for his friendship, support, and 
guidance. He was not only a good friend but, 
like for so many others, a mentor. I am hon-
ored to stand today to pay tribute to Raymond 
L. Bramucci for his many contributions to our 
nation and to extend my deepest sympathies 
to his wife, Sue; his sons, Michael and Dante; 
as well as his many family, friends, and col-
leagues. I consider myself fortunate to have 
called him my friend and he will be deeply 
missed by all of those fortunate enough to 
have known him. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE KATYN 
FOREST MASSACRE 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, as we commemo-
rate the tragic events that took place on Sep-
tember 11th, 2001, we pause to remember all 
those that innocently lost their lives on that 
day. 
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We also come together to remember two 

other tragic events that devastated the Polish- 
American community. I stand with the Polish 
people today at the Katyn 1940 Monument as 
they commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 
Katyn Forest Massacre, and the 5th anniver-
sary of the tragic airplane crash that killed 96 
people, including the Polish President and 
other top Polish officials. The Monument, lo-
cated in Jersey City, is a symbol of the impor-
tant history of the Polish-American community 
in New Jersey and the sacrifices of their an-
cestors. 

The Katyn Forest Massacre occurred during 
World War II in April and May of 1940 while 
Poland was fighting a war on two fronts. The 
Soviet secret police brutally killed over 20,000 
Poles whose bodies were later recovered in a 
mass grave at Katyn. Tragically, five years 
ago as a delegation of Polish officials were 
traveling to Katyn to commemorate the mas-
sacre, their plane unexpectedly crashed in 
western Russia, killing all aboard. 

The Polish people throughout the course of 
history have been unwavering in their resil-
ience and patriotism in the face of adversity. 
Their courage is admirable and inspiring, and 
on this day we stand in solidarity as they com-
memorate these occasions of great loss. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. KARLA A. 
HUTCHINSON-SKEETE 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Karla A. Hutchinson-Skeete 
has answered that call by giving of herself as 
an educator at Edward L. Bouie, Sr., Elemen-
tary Traditional Theme School, and as a be-
loved wife, daughter and friend; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Skeete has been chosen as 
the 2015 Teacher of the Year, representing 
Edward L. Bouie, Sr., Elementary Traditional 
Theme School; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents for the betterment 
of our community and our nation through her 
tireless works, motivational speeches, per-
formance through dance and words of wis-
dom; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Skeete is a virtuous woman, 
a courageous woman and a fearless leader 
who has shared her vision and passion to help 
ensure that our children receive an education 
that is relevant not only for today, but well into 
the future, as she truly understands that our 
children are the future; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Karla A. 
Hutchinson-Skeete for her leadership and 
service to our District and in recognition of this 
singular honor as 2015 Teacher of the Year at 
Edward L. Bouie, Sr., Traditional Theme Ele-
mentary School; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim Au-
gust 21, 2015 as Mrs. Karla A. Hutchinson- 
Skeete Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 21st day of August, 2015. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CANDIDO DE 
GUERRA CAMERO 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the extraordinary achievements of the 
legendary percussionist and innovator of Afro- 
Cuban Jazz, Candido Camero. Popularly 
known as Candido, Mr. Camero has literally 
changed music on a world-wide scale. A jazz 
artist that has performed and recorded with a 
long list of distinguished figures across a diz-
zying array of genres, he holds the distinction 
of being the most recorded percussionist in 
the history of Jazz. ‘‘Candido’’ is truly the per-
cussion colossus of Modern Jazz and popular 
music. 

On September 17, 2015, National Endow-
ment for the Arts Jazz Master Candido will be 
honored this year by the Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation (CBCF) at the 30th An-
nual Jazz Forum and Concert, during the 45th 
Annual Legislative Conference (ALC). Dubbed 
‘‘The Man with A Thousand Fingers,’’ Candido 
was the first musician to play two or more 
congas simultaneously, while tuning the drums 
to add melodic interest to rhythmic complexity. 
His innovations paved the way for future per-
cussionists in Latin jazz, pop, rock, mambo, 
salsa and world music. For his many contribu-
tions to the development of music, Candido is 
truly deserving of the 2015 CBCF Jazz Legacy 
Award. 

Candido de Guerra Camero was born on 
April 22nd, 1921 in Havana, Cuba. He started 
playing congas and bongos as a young child, 
and competed in neighborhood parades 
known as comparsas. His earliest gigs were 
with the CMQ Radio Orchestra for six years, 
and later with the famed Tropicana nightclub 
for eight years. In 1946 he appeared in a mu-
sical revue called Tidbits at the Plymouth The-
ater on Broadway, playing backup for the 
Cuban dance team, Carmen and Rolando. He 
made his first U.S. recording with the famed 
Afro-Cuban bandleader Machito in 1948 on 
the tune, El Rey Del Mambo, and worked with 
trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie to record three al-
bums, Afro (1954), Gillespiana (1960) and The 
Melody Lingers On (1966). Candido also ap-
peared on the Ed Sullivan and Jackie Gleason 
shows. 

Gillespie introduced Candido to legendary 
pianist, bandleader, composer and educator, 
Dr. Billy Taylor. He played with Taylor from 
1953 to 1954. They recorded The Billy Trio 
with Candido: A seminal, Latin jazz LP which 
spotlighted Camero’s amazing and revolu-
tionary conga and bongo playing. Dr. Taylor 
wrote that, ‘‘he had not heard anyone who 
even approaches the wonderful balance be-
tween jazz and Cuban elements that Candido 
demonstrates.’’ Candido also worked and re-
corded with Stan Kenton, Tito Puente, Grant 
Green, Elvin Jones, Wes Montgomery, Tony 
Bennett, Art Blakey and Randy Weston. In 
1979, Candido wrote ‘‘Jingo’’ for the West Afri-
can percussionist Olatunji and his Dancin’ and 
Prancin’ LP for the Salsoul Latin-disco label. 

Candido recorded over fifteen recordings as 
a leader, including ‘‘The Volcanic’’ (1956), 

‘‘Conga Soul’’ (1962), ‘‘Thousand Finger Man’’ 
(1969), ‘‘Brujerias de Candido: Candido’s Latin 
McGuffa’s Dust’’ (1971), ‘‘The Conga Kings,’’ 
with percussionists Giovanni Hidalgo and 
Patato Valdes (2000), and ‘‘The Master’’ 
(2014). He was named an NEA Jazz Master 
in 2008, and was featured in the 2009 PBS 
documentary, Latin Music USA. 

Candido Camero is a living national jazz 
treasure, and I encourage my colleagues to 
honor his tremendous contributions to Jazz. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN KRISTEN 
GRIEST OF ORANGE, CONNECTICUT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today to pay tribute to 
an outstanding member of our military and re-
cent U.S. Army Ranger School graduate, Cap-
tain Kristen Marie Griest. A native of Orange, 
Connecticut, Captain Griest recently became 
one of the first women to complete the 62-day 
combat leadership course—shattering a gen-
der ceiling as she joins the ranks of our coun-
try’s most elite Army members. Though she 
will not yet be able to serve in the 75th Rang-
er Regiment, her hometown community and 
her state could not be more proud of her ac-
complishment. 

A graduate of Amity Regional High School 
in Woodbridge, Connecticut, Kristen Griest 
was known as a quiet leader and a tough 
competitor, always pushing herself to succeed. 
A track and softball star in high school, she 
entered the United States Military Academy at 
West Point in the fall of 2007. Following her 
graduation, Kristen went on to serve in the 
military police because, as her brother, Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 Michael Griest, an Army avi-
ator himself, said ‘‘it was the closest she could 
come at the time to serving in combat.’’ She 
was deployed to Afghanistan in 2013 as a 
military police officer and upon her return took 
up the challenge of Ranger School. 

With courses including phases at Fort 
Benning in Georgia, on the mountains of 
northern Georgia, and in the Florida Pan-
handle swamps in and around Eglin Air Force 
Base, The U.S. Army’s Ranger School is con-
sidered one of the military’s most difficult 
courses physically and mentally. Critics of al-
lowing women into the military’s most elite 
units had used the argument that no woman 
has demonstrated she can keep up with men 
by passing Ranger School. Along with fellow 
graduate, 1st Lieutenant Shaye Haver of 
Copperas Cove, Texas, Kristen has success-
fully challenged such notions, demonstrating 
that women should be allowed the same op-
portunities as their male counterparts to join 
our military’s elite forces. 

Kristen recently received her black and gold 
Ranger tab along with her fellow Rangers, but 
will return to her previous unit instead of join-
ing her male colleagues in the 75th Ranger 
Regiment. Perhaps soon we will see that ceil-
ing shattered as well. Today, I am proud to 
stand today to join her parents, Thomas and 
Laura; her brother, Michael; her many family 
and friends, as well as the community of Or-
ange and the State of Connecticut in extend-
ing my sincere congratulations to Captain 
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Kristen Marie Griest on the outstanding ac-
complishment of successfully completing the 
rigorous training at the U.S. Army Ranger 
School. She exemplifies the very best of our 
military and our nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. FELECIA B. 
PRINCE 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, twenty-seven years ago a virtuous 
woman of God accepted her calling to serve 
in the Internal Revenue Service in Atlanta, 
Georgia; and 

Whereas, Ms. Felecia B. Prince began her 
career with the I.R.S. as a Taxpayer Tele-
phone Operator in 1988 and today retires as 
a Revenue Officer; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents, giving the citizens 
of our District a friend to help those in need, 
a fearless leader and a servant to all who 
wants to insure that the system works for ev-
eryone; and 

Whereas, Ms. Felecia B. Prince is a corner-
stone in our community that has enhanced the 
lives of thousands for the betterment of our 
District and Nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Felecia B. 
Prince on her retirement from the Internal 
Revenue Service and to wish her well in her 
new endeavors; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim July 
31, 2015 as Ms. Felecia B. Prince Day in the 
4th Congressional District. Proclaimed, this 
31st day of July, 2015. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RITA SCARDACI 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Rita Scardaci, who 
has had a distinguished career working in the 
public health profession in Northern California. 
She will be retiring from her position as the Di-
rector of Health Services in Sonoma County 
after a decade of service. 

Ms. Scardaci is a lifelong resident of North-
ern California, where she has given back to 
the community as a leader and pioneer in 
health services. She is a Registered Nurse, 
and has a degree in Public Health and Nurs-
ing, certification as a Health Education Spe-
cialist, and a Masters of Public Health. She 
has used her degrees to better the health of 
the residents of Santa Cruz County, and most 
recently Sonoma County through her work 
with the Health Services Department. Ms. 
Scardaci is an instructor at both University of 
California Santa Cruz and San Jose State Uni-
versity. She is a founding member of the Cali-
fornia State Rural Health Association and sits 
on the board of the California Endowment and 
Sonoma-Mendocino-Lake County United Way, 

as well as three different health boards in 
Sonoma County. 

Ms. Scardaci’s additional community in-
volvement includes: member and past Presi-
dent of the County Health Executives Associa-
tion of California; Commissioner Sonoma First 
Five, an organization charged with promoting, 
supporting and improving the early develop-
ment of children from the prenatal stage 
through five years of age; member Santa 
Rosa Family Medicine Residency Consortium 
Board of Directors; Past President and Board 
Member at the California Telehealth Telemedi-
cine Center, which works to achieve the fully 
optimized use of telehealth and other tech-
nology enabled health care services. 

Mr. Speaker, Rita Scardaci is a beloved and 
vitally important member of the community 
and it is appropriate that we acknowledge her 
today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILBERT V. PAYNES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, Mr. Wilbert V. Paynes is cele-
brating forty-two (42) years of serving others 
in the United States Army Corps of Engineers. 
He currently serves as Director of the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers Deep Draft 
Navigation Planning Center of Expertise and 
as Chief for the Planning and Policy Division 
for the South Atlantic Division of the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers located in At-
lanta, Georgia; and 

Whereas, Mr. Paynes retires this year as a 
Director for the United States Corps of Engi-
neers; wherein under his guidance as a Direc-
tor, he has provided stellar leadership on an 
international level and has enhanced the lives 
of many in the Southeastern United States, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man is an ambassador of goodwill; he has 
managed projects, educated colleagues, and 
directed several major water resource feasi-
bility studies; and 

Whereas, Mr. Paynes is a man of compas-
sion, a fearless leader, a servant to all and a 
visionary who has shared his time and talent 
to promote the best in Civil Engineering on be-
half of the United States Corps of Engineers; 
and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mr. Wilbert V. 
Paynes as he celebrates forty-two years in 
service and to salute him as he retires from 
the United States Corps of Engineers; A true 
Man of Excellence; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim Oc-
tober 2, 2015 as Mr. Wilbert V. Paynes Day in 
the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 2nd day of October, 2015. 

HONORING BERNARD SWEENEY, 
SBA DISTRICT DIRECTOR, ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today to extend my 
deepest thanks and appreciation to Bernard 
Sweeney who recently retired as the United 
States Small Business Administration’s Con-
necticut District Director. In a career of federal 
service that spanned more than three dec-
ades, Bernie demonstrated a remarkable com-
mitment to public service. Bernie’s federal 
service included serving as Chief of Staff to 
the Under Secretary at the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Spe-
cial Assistant to the Secretary at HUD, and 
Staff Assistant to the President of the United 
States at the White House. However, it was 
his work at the SBA that left an indelible mark 
on our state and region. 

Bernie began his career with the SBA in the 
Connecticut District Office in 1987 as Acting 
Assistant District Director for Business Devel-
opment. During his tenure with the SBA, he 
served as a Team Leader for Marketing and 
Outreach, a Loan Officer, and Business Devel-
opment Specialist. Prior to being named the 
Connecticut District Director in 2005, Bernie 
was the Branch Manager in the Springfield, 
Massachusetts SBA Branch Office. 

As District Director of the SBA’s Connecticut 
District Office, Bernie oversaw the delivery of 
agency programs for the state of Connecticut, 
including financial assistance, management 
counseling, and business development. He 
was responsible for directing the activities of 
10 permanent SBA employees, the administra-
tion of a business loan portfolio, oversight of 
the Connecticut Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) network, including its 15 loca-
tions around the state, the coordination of 7 
chapters of the Service Corps of Retired Ex-
ecutives (SCORE) and 3 Women’s Business 
Centers (WBC) serving all of Connecticut. Ber-
nie worked tirelessly to ensure that the district 
staff reached out to the underserved commu-
nities in Connecticut and that the SBA training 
programs reached these communities. He also 
helped to establish the three Hispanic Cham-
bers of Commerce by offering both technical 
and financial assistance. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend a spe-
cial note of thanks to Bernie for all of the help 
and guidance he provided to myself and my 
staff over the last decade. From coordinating 
informational briefings to immediately respond-
ing to storm and fire damage in various com-
munities, Bernie was always just a phone call 
away. He was always ready to assist in what-
ever ways the agency could provide. He was 
a remarkable resource for all of us. 

For his many invaluable contributions to our 
small businesses, to our communities, and our 
state, I am honored to stand today to pay trib-
ute to Bernard Sweeney. His is a legacy of 
public service to which we should all strive. I 
extend my very best wishes to Bernie, his 
wife, Sandy, and their son, Zack, for many 
more years of health and happiness as he en-
joys his retirement. 
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. NETTIE J. 

ROBBINS 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, one hundred years ago a virtuous 
woman of God, Nettie J. Ford was born in 
Midway, Alabama on August 4, 1915 to Mr. 
Hanson and Mrs. Lottie Ford; and 

Whereas, she was raised up in Midway, 
Alabama and married Rev. Aaron Robbins in 
1932 and their union has blessed our district 
and nation with fourteen children and a host of 
grand, great and great-great grandchildren; 
and 

Whereas, this phenomenal Proverbs 31 
woman has shared her time and talents as a 
wife, mother and friend, becoming a Georgia 
citizen of great worth, a fearless leader and a 
servant to all by always advancing the lives of 
others; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Robbins has been blessed 
with a long, happy life, devoted to God and 
credits it all to the Will of God; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Robbins is celebrating a re-
markable milestone, her 100th Birthday; her 
family and friends are pausing to acknowledge 
a woman who has been revered by many and 
a pillar of her community; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and extend well wishes to Mrs. 
Robbins on her birthday and recognize her for 
an exemplary life that has been an inspiration 
to all; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim August 4, 
2015 as Mrs. Nettie J. Robbins Day in the 4th 
Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 4th day of August, 2015. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GARY BARTZ 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the extraordinary achievements of leg-
endary saxophonist and educator Gary Bartz. 
A highly-talented instrumentalist, vocalist, 
composer, and leader—Mr. Bartz’s long career 
deserves our applause. 

Mr. Bartz started playing at an early age 
with Art Blakey at his father’s jazz club in his 
hometown of Baltimore, MD. Fifty-seven years 
later, he is an international sensation, earning 
a Grammy Award in 2005 for his and McCoy 
Tyner’s ‘‘Illuminations.’’ Over the course of his 
career, he has recorded over 40 solo albums 
and made guest appearances on over 200 
more. 

Gary Bartz first came to New York in 1958, 
at just 17 years old, to attend the Julliard Con-
servatory of Music. He remembers those days 
fondly, saying, ‘‘It was a very good time for the 
music in New York, at the end of what had 
been the be-bop era. Charlie Parker had 
passed away three years previously but Miles’ 
group was in its heyday, Monk was down at 
the Five Spot, and Ornette Coleman was just 
coming to town. Things were fresh.’’ He spent 

much of his time drinking Coca-Cola in the all- 
ages ‘‘peanut gallery’’ at Birdland, where he 
enjoyed a marathon bill of performers. Reflect-
ing on his musical youth, he has said, ‘‘If I 
didn’t have money to get in, I’d help some-
body carry a drum to work my way in.’’ 

From 1962–64, Mr. Bartz participated in 
Charles Mingus’ Workshop and began prac-
ticing regularly with fellow members of the 
horn section, including Eric Dolphy. By the mid 
’60s, the alto saxophonist, still in his early 20s, 
began performing throughout the city with the 
Max Roach/Abbey Lincoln Group, and quickly 
established himself as the most promising alto 
voice since Cannonball Adderley. 

With the splash of his New York debut sol-
idly behind him, Mr. Bartz joined Art Blakey’s 
Jazz Messengers. The young saxophonist’s 
parents owned a club in Baltimore called the 
North End Lounge. When his father hired 
Blakey for a gig, Mr. Bartz grabbed the oppor-
tunity to fill a sax player vacancy in the band. 
After his performance that night, he was offi-
cially hired to join the Jazz Messengers. In 
1965, he would make his recording debut on 
Blakey’s ‘‘Soulfinger’’ album. 

In 1968, Mr. Bartz began an association 
with McCoy Tyner, which included partici-
pating in Tyner’s classic ‘‘Expansions’’ and 
‘‘Extentions’’ albums. Work with McCoy proved 
especially significant for Mr. Bartz because of 
the bandleader’s strong connection to John 
Coltrane. During his first two years with Tyner, 
Mr. Bartz was also touring with Max Roach 
and taking some time out to record on Max’s 
Atlantic Records release, ‘‘Members Don’t Get 
Weary.’’ ‘‘With Max, there was that bond with 
Charlie Parker,’’ declares Bartz. ‘‘Charlie 
Parker is why I play the alto saxophone.’’ 

Mr. Bartz began working with Miles Davis in 
1970, his first experience playing electric 
music. It also reaffirmed his yen for an even 
stronger connection to Coltrane. In addition to 
working with Miles in the early ’70s—including 
playing the historic Isle of Wight Festival in 
August, 1970—Mr. Bartz was busy fronting his 
own NTU Troop ensemble. The group got its 
name from the Bantu language: NTU means 
unity in all things, time and space, living and 
dead, seen and unseen. 

Outside the Troop, Mr. Bartz had been re-
cording as a group leader since 1968, and 
continued to do so throughout the ’70s, during 
which time he released such acclaimed al-
bums as, ‘‘Another Earth,’’ ‘‘Home,’’ ‘‘Music Is 
My Sanctuary’’ and ‘‘Love Affair.’’ By the late 
’70s, he was doing studio work in Los Angeles 
with Norman Connors and Phyllis Hyman. In 
1988, after a nine-year break between solo re-
leases, Mr. Bartz began recording what music 
columnist Gene Kalbacher described as ‘‘Vital 
ear-opening sides,’’ on such albums as ‘‘Mon-
soon,’’ ‘‘West 42nd Street,’’ ‘‘There Goes The 
Neighborhood,’’ and ‘‘Shadows.’’ 

Mr. Bartz followed those impressive works 
in 1995 with the release of his debut Atlantic 
album ‘‘The Red and Orange Poems,’’ a self- 
described musical mystery novel and just one 
of his brilliantly conceived concept albums. 
Back when he masterminded the much-touted 
‘‘I’ve Known Rivers’’ album, based on the po-
etry of Langston Hughes, his concepts would 
be twenty years ahead of those held by some 
of today’s jazz/hip hop and acid jazz combos. 
So it continues with ‘‘The Blues Chronicles: 
Tales of Life,’’ a testimonial to a steadfast be-
lief in the power of music to soothe, challenge, 
spark a crowd to complete ecstasy, or move 

one person to think. It adds up to a shoe box 
full of musical snapshots from a life lived and 
played with passion and stirred—with both joy 
and sadness—by the blues. 

Mr. Bartz’s release ‘‘Live at the Jazz Stand-
ard Volume 1—Soulstice’’ is the first of a se-
ries of recordings documenting his legendary, 
non-stop style, live performances. This initial 
release on his own OYO label bares testimony 
to Bartz’s continuing growth as a composer, 
group leader, and a master of both the alto 
and soprano saxophones. A quartet session 
recorded in 1998, was followed by ‘‘Live at the 
Jazz Standard, Volume 2’’ released in 2000, 
which features Mr. Bartz’s exciting Sextet. His 
follow-up release ‘‘Soprano Stories’’ features 
Mr. Bartz exclusively performing on the so-
prano saxophone in a studio quartet setting. 

His follow-up album to the highly acclaimed 
‘‘Volume 1 of the Coltrane Files, Toa of a 
Music Warrior,’’ will be released in 2015, along 
with his album honoring Woody Shaw entitled 
‘‘Two MF’s’.’’ 

When he is not on the road or preparing 
new music, Mr. Bartz serves as a professor in 
the Jazz Studies Department of the Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music. 

Mr. Bartz performs at the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation’s Annual Legislative 
Conference Jazz Concert on September 17, 
2015. On that occasion, I will be presenting 
him with the Foundation’s Jazz Legacy Award. 
Next month, he will be honored with the BNY 
Mellon Jazz 2015 Living Legacy Award in a 
special ceremony at the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts on Friday, Oc-
tober 16, 2015. 

Gary Bartz is an extraordinary musician that 
has made a remarkable contribution to Jazz 
music and world culture. For these reasons, I 
urge you to join me in congratulating him for 
these awards and his lifetime of outstanding 
accomplishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. IVORY C. 
SHEPHERD 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, reaching the age of 88 years is a 
remarkable milestone; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Ivory C. Shepherd was born 
on November 26, 1927 and today she is cele-
brating that milestone; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Shepherd has been blessed 
with a long, happy life, devoted to God and 
credits it all to the Will of God; she is the First 
Lady Emeritus of Greater Travelers Rest Bap-
tist Church and is a Spiritual and Prayer Matri-
arch that has spread the gospel since the 
days of her youth; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Shepherd is celebrating her 
88th Birthday with her family members, church 
members and friends here in Georgia, she 
celebrates a life of blessings; as a Mother, 
Wife, Grandmother, Great Grandmother, 
friend, community servant and leader; and 

Whereas, the Lord has been her Shepherd 
throughout her life and she prays daily as she 
leads a blessed life by example: an advocate, 
faithful matriarch and a community leader; and 

Whereas, we are honored that she is cele-
brating the milestone of her 88th birthday in 
Georgia; and 
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Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 

Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Ivory C. 
Shepherd for an exemplary life that has been 
and continues to be an inspiration to all; now 
therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ Johnson, Jr., do 
hereby proclaim November 26, 2015 as Mrs. 
Ivory C. Shepherd Day in the 4th Congres-
sional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 26th day of November, 
2015. 
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LOOKING BACK: YOUNG WOMAN’S 
LETTER TO HER MOTHER LOST 
ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
as we remember those we lost 14 years ago, 
I submit one of the most poignant expressions 
I’ve seen since that grave day. Written by 
Anjunelly Jean-Pierre as a letter to her moth-
er, whose life was lost on 9/11, this moving 
tribute both shows how inspiring her mom was 
to her and how her memory will be ever-
lasting. 

LETTERS TO THE LOST 
(Collected by Sheila Weller) 

On a clear day 10 years ago, nearly 3,000 
people died. They were the sisters, brothers, 
boyfriends and mothers of young women who 
mourn them still—and who write intimate 
messages to them here. 

Dear Mommy, last night I made a whole 
chicken with vegetables for dinner. You 
would have been proud. 

My children, Brianna, seven, and Elijah, 
eight—the children you never met—loved it. 

When I cook, I remember the meals you 
made. I was the only kid who had manicotti 

for lunch on the first-grade school trip. Ev-
eryone else had a turkey or peanut-butter- 
and-jelly sandwich, but you were then the 
housekeeper for an Italian family, so you 
learned to make things they liked. Eventu-
ally your cooking talent landed you—an im-
migrant from the Dominican Republic with 
an elementary school education who had to 
learn English from scratch—a chef’s job at 
Cantor Fitzgerald, on the 105th floor of the 
World Trade Center. 

In the summer of 2001, I was planning to 
join the military. And then September 11 
happened. It took me years to come to terms 
with the fact that you were gone. I actually 
kept your phone number in my cell phone 
until 2009! I had to keep you ‘‘alive’’ so that 
I myself could survive. 

But after you died, I tapped into the pas-
sion for cooking you’d instilled in me. I went 
to culinary school, then was a sous-chef on 
Emeril Lagasse’s show Emeril Green. Now I 
have my own catering business. The meal my 
clients like best is the Dominican rice-and- 
peas dish you made me as comfort food. I 
guess the love and heritage comes through. 

I wish you could see your grandchildren. 
Brianna looks so much like I did at her age. 
As for Elijah, he has your perfectionism. I 
remember you said, ‘‘Children should have 
names that are strong and great in mean-
ing.’’ I gave Brianna her middle name, Maxi-
ma, in honor of you. And to keep your spirit 
alive, every Friday night we have tea and a 
relaxing talk about life, just like you and I 
did, to mark the end of a long week of work 
and school. 

Being a single mom running a one-person 
business hasn’t always been easy. I some-
times find myself driving boxes of cheese-
cakes and pound cakes to a customer and 
then dashing off to pick up the kids at 
school. But you, too, were a single mom, one 
who’d conquered so many challenges. You’ve 
remained my guiding force. And you always 
will be. 

Anjunelly Jean-Pierre, 29, of Dumfries, 
Virginia, lost her mother, Maxima. Today 
she is a mom and owner of Max & Jax Café. 

TRIBUTE TO THE STEWART-RONEY 
FAMILY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, the Stewart-Roney family lineage 
has blessed us with descendants that have 
helped to shape our nation; and 

Whereas, the Stewart-Roney Family has 
produced many well respected citizens, and 
the patriarchs and matriarchs of the Stewart- 
Roney family are pillars of strength that have 
touched the lives of many; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to 
have members of the Stewart-Roney family for 
they are some of our most honorable citizens 
in our District; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world and we 
take pride in knowing that families such as the 
Stewart-Roney family have set aside this time 
to fellowship with each other, honor one an-
other and to pass along history to each other 
through their family reunion in DeKalb County, 
Georgia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Stewart-Roney 
family; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby proclaim July 17, 
2015 as Stewart-Roney Family Reunion Day 
in the 4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 17th day of July, 2015. 
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