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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

APPROVAL OF JOINT
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION

SPEECH OF

HON. STACEY E. PLASKETT

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 10, 2015

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

Over these summer months my colleagues
and | have engaged in—what | believe has
been—enormous thought, analysis, consulta-
tion, and heartfelt introspection in taking a po-
sition on a matter that may determine the
safety of the Middle East, and the United
States’ continued leadership in the world. For
several years our nation has spearheaded
sanctions, which have brought Iran to the ne-
gotiating table, and our President has pre-
sented to our nation a path to peace. For the
last 30 years, American-Iranian relations have
been trapped in not only suspicion and mis-
trust, but intractability; denying us the ability to
develop even an agreement as to how we will
manage our and our allies’ relationship and in-
terests in Iran. As a nation of democracy, dig-
nity and freedom, fought for and defended by
ourselves and our allies, | believe that the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
is the best means to protect and advance the
best interests of our nation and those of our
allies. | choose to support measures designed
to build bridges to a future that may one day
lead to peace.

| fundamentally support the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action and commend Sec-
retary John Kerry and Secretary Ernest Moniz
for their leadership in these negotiations. We
are not the only party to this Agreement and
we are well aware that all other nations in the
negotiation are ready and willing to sign the
JCPOA. They are also ready to resume com-
mercial relations with Iran, which will effec-
tively remove economic sanctions, the stick
which initially brought them to the table. Our
leadership role demands that we follow
through with the terms of this Agreement and
continue to be at the helm of monitoring Iran.
We must never walk away from our commit-
ment to peace in the region and our alliance
with Israel. If we walk away now, however, we
have no voice. We isolate not only our lead-
ers, but also our nation.

No one believes this is a perfect outcome or
that we have entered with complete faith in
the other side. As a lawyer, | understand that
no party is ever completely satisfied with
agreements such as this. | am particularly
concerned that the Agreement will require lift-
ing the sanctions against Iran, which has been
our main enforcement measure. Iran stands to
recover approximately $100 billion once re-
leased from previously imposed sanctions. If
we reject this deal, we waive any leverage to
ensure the money is not used to advance a
regime that would threaten our national and
international security. | will work with my col-

leagues in Congress and the Administration as
we ensure Iran abides by the terms of the
Agreement and uses the money to promote
economic stability globally and within the re-
gion.

| have met with my constituents including
those from both the Muslim and Jewish com-
munities and am thankful for their thoughts on
this subject, and even more so for their com-
mitment to uplift the people of the Virgin Is-
lands, our country and the world.

Most important to this decision is my fear
that military action would be the likely alter-
native to rejecting the Agreement, and my
constituents—mostly underserved and unem-
ployed minorities—will be the individuals to
bear the brunt of the fight. As the Representa-
tive of a community that serves in our Nation’s
military in greater proportion than most com-
munities on the mainland, and as a mother of
three service-age sons, | cannot support this
outcome.

On this anniversary of the attack of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and our nation’s subsequent
decision to enter war, we see that we must
exhaust every option before entering war and
suffering the casualties of such conflicts,
which rob us of the most precious resource of
our nation; our people. The alternative to not
supporting the Agreement is not a viable op-
tion for our nation. We as leaders must work
diligently for peace in the Middle East, and to
ensure we protect the interests of Israel, our
must trusted ally in the region.

| believe that President Obama has secured
enough votes in the Senate to advance the
Agreement, and hope we in Washington will
now focus on efforts towards addressing and
improving our long-term infrastructure needs,
maintaining our social safety net system, alle-
viating the continued inequities in this great
country, and uplifting the lives of all Ameri-
cans.

H.R. 3460

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | voted
against H.R. 3460. | regret that this bill was
brought to the floor without even a discussion,
let alone a markup, in the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. Had it been marked up in the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, | would
have offered an amendment to strike the date
so that the President’s authority to waive
sanctions was either eliminated entirely or
eliminated for three years or five years. Unfor-
tunately the text of the bill implies that the next
president will be more capable of making deci-
sions regarding Iran than the current presi-
dent. | have disagreed with President Obama
on Iran policy, but | think it is absurd to as-
sume that the next president will make better
policy, especially when we have no idea who
that individual will be.

TRIBUTE TO MR. RICHARD
BERELLE ASH

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, Mr. Richard Berelle Ash is cele-
brating thirty (30) years of serving others in
the Georgia Department of Community Health;
and

Whereas, Mr. Ash retires this year, he has
served as an Operations Manager, Property
Officer, Fleet Manager and Records Manager
for the state of Georgia and he has provided
stellar leadership and service throughout the
state; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man is an ambassador of goodwill; as a pas-
tor and community advocate, he has given
hope to the hopeless, fed the hungry and has
been a beacon of light to those in need; and

Whereas, Mr. Ash is a man of compassion,
a fearless leader and a servant to all, but most
of all a visionary who has shared his time and
talent to promote community development
around the state of Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Mr. Richard
Berelle Ash as he celebrates thirty years of
service and to salute him as he retires from
the Georgia Department of Community Health;
A true Man of Excellence; now therefore, I,
HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby
proclaim July 30, 2015 as Mr. Richard Berelle
Ash Day in the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 30th day of July, 2015.

———

STATEMENT RECOGNIZING TRAIN
HEROES

HON. AMI BERA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to com-
mend the bravery of three young men with ties
to Sacramento County. While on a train to
Paris, childhood friends Alek Skarlatos, An-
thony Sadler, and Spencer Stone sprang into
action to stop a man storming through their
cabin carrying an automatic weapon and a
box cutter. Their quick action saved the peo-
ple onboard that train and their bravery has in-
spired our country.

As we recognize their heroism, the incident
is also a reminder that terrorist threats are ev-
erywhere. These three men took bold action to
protect others from harm and | commend the
sacrifice they were willing to make to protect
those around them.

The three met while attending Freedom
Christian School in Fair Oaks. Sadler and
Stone attended Del Campo High School and
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