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a scholarly and popular leader; he is the fore-
most expert on the health of Lake Erie and
our Great Lakes endowment.

Dr. Reutter has tackled many issues facing
Lake Erie during a distinguished career where
he has witnessed the first Earth Day, the pas-
sage of the Clean Water Act in 1972, the re-
turn of nesting eagles to Lake Erie following a
ban on DDT, and many other changes in our
Great Lakes system.

More recently, since the mid 1990s, Dr.
Reutter has concentrated his efforts on finding
solutions for Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB),
caused by high nutrient run-off in the Western
Lake Erie Basin, the largest watershed in the
Great Lakes. Dr. Reutters commitment and
service to the people of Ohio and our Great
Lakes will be celebrated for years to come.
His talents will continue to be applied to those
endeavors to which he has dedicated his life.

| would like to extend my heartfelt apprecia-
tion for his years of service and his unparal-
leled dedication to a healthy Lake Erie, a re-
stored Great Lakes ecosystem and clean
water for those who count on this amazing
freshwater abundance—collectively, the most
important freshwater body on the face of the
earth.

———

HONORING ROBBIE WILKIE
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Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Robbie Wilkie for his work as
the Caldwell County Emergency Services Di-
rector and congratulate him on his retirement.

Mr. Wilkie began his career in 1983 as a
volunteer firefighter with the North Catawba
Fire Department, where he continued serving
through 2004. During that time, he also served
as a firefighter for the Lenoir Fire Department
from 1988 through 2004, where he worked his
way through the ranks to eventually become
Fire Captain. After working as a Fire Marshal
from 2004 to 2010, Mr. Wilkie was eventually
promoted to the Emergency Services Director
position in 2013. While serving in this role, his
duties included handling all budgetary, admin-
istrative, and policy decisions for Caldwell
County Emergency Services, while coordi-
nating all fire rescue efforts for Caldwell Coun-
ty. Due to his faithful service, Mr. Wilkie has
received multiple awards throughout his ca-
reer, including Firefighter of the Year from
both the North Catawba Fire Department in
1985 and the Lenoir Fire Department in 1998,
and the Author H. “Ott” Dellinger Leadership
Award in July 2006.

Mr. Wilkie has demonstrated a steadfast
commitment to serving the people of Caldwell
County in emergency management. As such,
| am proud to honor Mr. Robbie Wilkie for his
faithful service to the people of Caldwell Coun-
ty and | wish him the best on his retirement.
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GOLD STAR MOTHER’S DAY
HON. TOM RICE

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of our Gold Star
Mothers.

As we honor the men and women who
made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation, we
pay tribute to their families, who have made
tremendous sacrifice for the sake of our coun-
try. On this day, we give due honor to those
mothers whose sons or daughters have given
their lives while defending our nation.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
115 of June 23, 1936 designated the last Sun-
day in September as “Gold Star Mother’s
Day.”

Now, therefore, |, TOM RICE by virtue of the
authority vested in me as representative of the
Seventh District of the state of South Carolina,
do hereby proclaim September 27, 2015 to be
Gold Star Mother's Day. | encourage the
American people to display the flag and hold
appropriate ceremonies as an expression of
our nation’s sympathy and respect for our
Gold Star Mothers.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF BISHOP
PRESTON W. WILLIAMS II

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an outstanding Man of God
who has provided sage counsel, wisdom, and
guidance throughout Georgia, the United
States of America, and the world, Bishop
Preston W. Williams 1. Bishop Williams is the
Presiding Prelate of the Sixth Episcopal Dis-
trict, which spans the state of Georgia. After
his term concludes in 2016, Bishop Williams
will be retiring. A celebration will be held in his
honor on Saturday, September 19, 2015 at
Allen Temple African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Byron, Georgia.

Bishop Preston W. Williams 1l was born in
Willacoochee, Georgia and has worked tire-
lessly to spread the Word of God in the state
throughout his life. He pastored several A.M.E.
churches in Georgia, leaving a lasting mark on
each through increased membership, im-
proved worship facilities, and impactful com-
munity outreach. He also served as the Treas-
urer of the Sixth Episcopal District and Direc-
tor of Communication in radio and television
for the A.M.E. Church, where he was respon-
sible for coordinating media outreach to more
than 100,000 Georgians. He served as a
member of the General Assembly of the World
Council of Churches and was selected as the
State of Georgia Distinguished Churchman.

From 2000 to 2004, Bishop Williams served
as the Presiding Prelate of the Seventeenth
Episcopal District, located in Central Africa.
Under his leadership, the membership of the
Seventeenth District expanded exponentially,
necessitating that the district be split into two
separate parts and leading to the formation of
a new Twentieth Episcopal District. In fact, this
trend of increasing membership would con-
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tinue throughout the Bishop’s distinguished ca-
reer, with thousands of people inspired to give
their lives to Christ by this charismatic leader’s
everlasting love and enthusiasm for God.

From 2004 to 2012, Bishop Williams served
the Seventh Episcopal District, which consists
of the state of South Carolina. There, Bishop
Williams advocated for the implementation of
Christian education by founding Youth Adult
ministries, expanding the curriculum at Allen
University, establishing scholarship funds for
clergy members to pursue their Master of Di-
vinity degrees, and increasing opportunities for
seminary-level training. Moreover, Bishop Wil-
liams served the community at large by cre-
ating after-school programs dedicated to im-
proving the lives of at-risk teens, among many
other worthy contributions. Known to many, re-
spected by all, he left an indelible mark on the
Seventh Episcopal District.

In 2012, Georgia rejoiced at the return of
Bishop Williams when he was appointed to
lead the Sixth Episcopal District of the A.M.E.
Church. From 2012 to 2016, Bishop Williams
will continue to govern the 543 A.M.E. church-
es in the state of Georgia. He will also serve
as Chairman on the Board of Turner Theo-
logical Seminary and Morris Brown College,
both located in Atlanta, Georgia.

Bishop Williams has accomplished much for
the Kingdom of Christ throughout his life, but
none of this would be possible without the
grace of God and the love and support of his
wife, Wilma, and his children, Arnold Andre,
Wilma Priscilla, Stella Jacinta, and Prestina
Delores.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing Bishop Preston W. Wil-
liams Il for his numerous invaluable contribu-
tions to Georgia, the United States of America,
and the world. Bishop Williams has made a
tremendous impact on communities across the
globe. Even in his forthcoming retirement, |
am confident that Bishop Williams will remain
an esteemed and active member of the com-
munity, as his limitless enthusiasm and dili-
gent work ethic knows no bounds.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL
COLLEGIATE HONORS COUNCIL

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the National Collegiate Honors Council
and highlight its work to bettering the edu-
cation of over 325,000 students in more than
800 member colleges and universities around
the country.

| want to specifically commend my alma
mater, the University of North Georgia, for its
prestigious honors program. | am proud to say
that this university—which | believe to be one
of the finest institutions of higher learning in
the state of Georgia—is located in the beau-
tiful town of Dahlonega in the Ninth District.

| attended the school when it was still
known as North Georgia College, but | am
glad to say that the school continues to grow.
In 2013, North Georgia College and State Uni-
versity was consolidated with Gainesville State
University and became the well-known institu-
tion we are honoring today—the University of
North Georgia.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T14:51:37-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




