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with them. After the service, church
members provided food for the home-
less, as well.

For the past 256 years, Pastor Clinton
House and Dr. Mary House have
touched the Las Vegas community
through their dedicated work. I con-
gratulate them on their many suc-
cesses and wish them the best in their
future endeavors.

——————

228TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CONSTITUTION

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, we
celebrate the 228th anniversary of the
signing of the Constitution of the
United States. Some elected officials
talk about their love of ‘‘the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights’’. That spe-
cific phrasing is interesting in that it
somehow implies that the Constitution
does not itself include the Bill of
Rights, which of course it does. But it
contains much more than those origi-
nal 10 amendments. Each year, I re-
mind Americans that we must cele-
brate not just the original Constitution
of Washington, Hamilton, Madison, and
the Founding generation but the whole
Constitution, including its 27 amend-
ments. This includes the 13th, 14th, and
15th Amendments, which many schol-
ars have rightly described as our Na-
tion’s Second Founding.

The Senate commemorated the Ses-
quicentennial or the 150th anniversary
of the Second Founding earlier this
year when the Senate passed a resolu-
tion raising awareness about this series
of amendments, which provided the
country with a new birth of freedom.
Ratified by President Lincoln and his
generation after the Civil War, these
Second Founding amendments trans-
formed our original charter—most fun-
damentally—by elevating the principle
of equality to a central place in our
constitutional order.

This year, the Supreme Court once
again upheld the Constitution’s prom-
ise of equality when it ruled that the
14th Amendment of the Constitution
protects the right of each American to
marry the person they love, regardless
of their sexual orientation or gender
identity. Because of that ruling, LGBT
children all across America will grow
up knowing that they can love without
fear, and that they are equal citizens of
this great Nation.

Although the Constitution provides
us with the promise of equality, we
must never forget that it is up to all of
us to advance and protect that intrin-
sic American value of equality. Each
generation must do its part. This is
true whether it is racial equality, gen-
der equality, or equality based on a
person’s sexual orientation or gender
identity. We have come a long way in
each of those areas, but we continue to
have work to do.

On racial equality, too many of our
citizens continue to face racial dis-
crimination in voting. As a result of
the Supreme Court’s dreadful ruling in
Shelby County v. Holder, Americans
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across the country are now vulnerable
to racially discriminatory voting laws
that restrict the franchise without the
full protections of the Voting Rights
Act. On this 50th anniversary year of
the March in Selma and of the Voting
Rights Act, we must do all we can to
restore and enhance the protections of
that landmark legislation.

On gender equality, we continue to
see women being paid less than men for
doing the same job. We also continue
to see partisan attacks on women’s
health care choices. From legislation
blocking these choices to efforts
defunding critical health services for
women, we clearly have a long way to
go to ensure gender equality.

And while LGBT Americans are now
able to marry the person they love,
they continue to experience discrimi-
nation in other aspects of their lives.
Achieving full equality means that
LGBT individuals should be able to
provide for their families without fear
that they will be fired from their jobs
or denied housing. It means that a res-
taurant should not be able to refuse to
serve an LGBT couple because the
owner disapproves of that couple’s rela-
tionship. New civil rights laws are
needed to protect LGBT Americans so
they can live their lives free from dis-
crimination.

We must uphold this promise of
equality for the vulnerable and the
voiceless as well. We are a nation of
immigrants with a long, proud history
of opening our doors and welcoming
people from around the world. After
all, the Statue of Liberty has long pro-
claimed America’s welcome: ‘“‘Give us
your tired, your poor, your huddled
masses yearning to breathe free. . . .
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost
to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden
door.” That is what America has long
stood for and what we should continue
to represent. Instead, I have seen ugly
partisan rhetoric about changing the
14th Amendment of our Constitution to
remove birthright citizenship specifi-
cally to target immigrants. We should
be a nation that embraces and lifts our
most vulnerable, not a nation that acts
out of spite or malice.

We must also fight for the voices of
all Americans and not just corpora-
tions or the wealthy few. Our country
has flourished because we have worked
hard to ensure that more, not fewer,
Americans can take part in the demo-
cratic process. Instead, our campaign
finance laws have been eviscerated by a
Supreme Court that views money as
speech and refuses to place any limits
on the ability of the wealthy and spe-
cial interests to drown out hard-work-
ing Americans. The Court has also irra-
tionally limited the definition of ‘‘cor-
ruption” in our campaign finance laws
to just bribery. But unlike a narrow
majority of the Court, the public un-
derstands that corruption is not just
bribery; rather, corruption is the idea
that money buys access and influences
our democracy for a wealthy few. This
cannot be allowed in our democracy.
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The size of your bank account cannot
and should not determine whether and
how the government responds to your
needs. We must act to restore the First
Amendment and to preserve those pro-
tections to ensure that all voices can
be heard in the democratic process.

Constitution Day is an occasion to
celebrate our founding charter and the
historic democracy it has caused and
fostered. It is also a time to reflect on
what we are doing as citizens to uphold
the promises that the Constitution has
provided. I encourage all Americans to
mark this day by reading the whole
Constitution and celebrating how it re-
flects the great progress we have made
to become a more inclusive and strong-
er democracy.

REMEMBERING EDWARD W.
BROOKE III

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, on
March 11, 2015, at Washington National
Cathedral, a memorial service was held
for former Massachusetts Senator Ed-
ward W. Brooke III. Ed was one of the
first African Americans to serve in
combat during World War II. He was
the first African American to be elect-
ed a State attorney general, and the
first elected to the U.S. Senate by pop-
ular vote. In 2004, he was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom by
President George W. Bush. In honor of
his extraordinary life and service to
our Nation, I ask unanimous consent to
have printed in the RECORD the re-
marks made at Senator Edward W.
Brooke IIT’s memorial service by Sec-
retary of State John F. Kerry; Con-
gresswoman ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON;
Milton C. Davis and Edward W. Brooke
IV.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS OF SECRETARY OF STATE
JOHN F. KERRY

Good morning. It’s a privilege to share
some thoughts about Ed Brooke.

I want you to think back half a century.
Imagine a room in the 1960s where all the
leading Massachusetts politicians are gath-
ered—Kennedy, McCormack, O’Neill, Volpe,
Brooke. Among them, one figure stands out
as the courageous representative of an em-
battled minority; Ed Brooke; alone; un-
daunted; the only Episcopalian.

Imagine another room, the chamber of the
U.S. Senate. Shortly after noon on January
10, 1967, a man of consummate dignity
strides down the center aisle; Legislators
rise and applaud; the gallery cheers. The
first African-American popularly-elected to
the Senate takes his seat. In that moment,
Ed Brooke was not just a pioneer; he was an
advance scout probing the soul of our coun-
try. Twenty-six years would pass before a
second African-American would be elected.

Imagine a young man raised in Wash-
ington, joining the army immediately after
Pearl Harbor, later deploying to Italy as part
of a segregated infantry battalion. There,
Lieutenant Brooke watched in anguish as his
buddies were sent each morning to attack a
heavily-fortified German position in the Ap-
ennines.

The young soldier soon became convinced
that his men were being used as cannon fod-
der by racist commanders. He proposed a
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