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community. It is great to have a national lead-
er in the field in Ann Arbor, Michigan. This
new academic building will further enhance
their ability to train the next generation of
nurses who will be on the front lines of pro-
viding much needed care to those who need
it most. It is especially exciting that the mod-
ern tools within this facility will teach students
to work in contemporary and collaborative en-
vironments, which will help them prepare to
excel at their jobs. Through this 75,000
square-foot new structure, new nurses will
continue to expand upon the University of
Michigan’s reputation of excellence and high
achievement.

My friend, Dr. Kathleen Potempa, the Dean
of the School of Nursing, deserves our praise
for her leadership in spearheading the opening
of this new facility and for her dedication to
teaching. It is my hope that this grand opening
will be the start of a new and continued era of
excellence at the University of Michigan
School of Nursing. | ask all of my colleagues
to join me in honoring the opening of the new
School of Nursing Academic Building at the
University of Michigan. | wish each and every
new student the best of luck and much suc-
cess in their future endeavors.
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor and remember the life of Richard
Duda of Griswold, Connecticut who passed
away late last week. Dick was a fixture in
Griswold, where he lived all his life with his
wife Barbara and their two children. He was
the quintessential “citizen” who believed giv-
ing back to the community was his duty. He
served five terms in the Connecticut State
Legislature representing the 58th district and
as the Town Attorney for Griswold for many
years.

Dick was a lifelong Democrat, and served
as the Chairman of the Griswold Democratic
Town Committee for over 30 years. Outside of
government, he was a board member at the
local library, a member of St. Mary’s Church,
and a member of the board of directors for
Jewett City Savings Bank. His involvement in
local government and advocacy was exten-
sive, and his capacity to help was boundless.
Dick saw his local law practice as a way to
give back to the Griswold community. He em-
bodied the ideal of the profession, serving as
a resource and advocate for his neighbors—
often taking cases that others would have
passed over or accepting rates far lower than
average for the time. His goal was to serve as
a resource and as a true community lawyer.
The law was his calling, and his passion.

In politics and law, fields that can turn acri-
monious, Dick was a true gentleman. He
stayed above any bitterness, and his friends
recall how he remained polite and deferential.
His amiable manner, dedication to his commu-
nity, and upbeat attitude will be sorely missed
in Griswold. | ask my colleagues to please join
me in offering our condolences to his wife Bar-
bara, his son Christopher, and grandchildren
Cameron, Caitlyn and Gavin.
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Charlie
Weil of Afton, lowa, for his retirement from
Wellman Dynamics in Creston after 50 years
of service.

On August 25th, 2015, Mr. Weil marked 50
years working as a molder for Wellman’s,
which manufactures aluminum and magne-
sium sand castings for aerospace applications.
He also spent a year serving our country in
Vietnam and when he completed his service,
he demonstrated great commitment to
Wellman’s, immediately returning to work
there.

Mr. Speaker, Charlie’s hard work and dedi-
cation to his craft embodies the lowa spirit and
| am honored to represent him in the United
States Congress. | know that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating him
on his achievement, and | wish him nothing
but continued success and happiness in his
retirement.

———
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor our nation’s POWs and MIA service
members.

Today is National Prisoner of War, Missing
in Action Day. As Vice-Chairman of the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs | am con-
stantly in awe of the sacrifices and efforts that
have been made on behalf of our great coun-
try by the men and women who have worn the
uniform of our Armed Services.

Tragically, according to the Department of
Defense, more than 83,000 service members
remain missing since World War Il. These in-
dividuals represent a unique segment of the
men and women who serve or have served in
the Armed Forces—men and women who are
missing or captured, unable to come home.

| am proud to introduce H.R. 3558, legisla-
tion to create a forever stamp depicting the
National League of Families POW/MIA flag.

This bill will help demonstrate our nation’s
gratitude to this special segment of heroes,
both past and present. | am forever grateful
for their service.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
voted against H.R. 3504, which would limit
women’s health care choices and interfere in
the doctor-patient relationship, and against
H.R. 3134, which would defund Planned Par-
enthood.
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It is bizarre to watch the manufactured con-
troversy surrounding ambush-type, heavily-
edited journalism used to discredit Planned
Parenthood.

It's not just the blatantly manipulative and
misleading tactics that are being used, which
should be enough for most people to reject
the allegations on their face. These attacks do
not reflect my experience and knowledge of
the amazing, dedicated, civic-minded men and
women who have built, supported, and led
Planned Parenthood in my community.

For decades, | have admired these pillars of
community, leaders in education, religion,
business, and other civic affairs that provided
the vision, the volunteer effort, and personal
contributions to women’s health and reproduc-
tive freedom. There is no question that be-
cause of their efforts, tens of thousands of
abortions never occurred in our community
and those that did occur, did not result in
harm to women.

Because of their efforts, Oregon’s 11
Planned Parenthood centers provided care to
over 70,000 women in 2013, including over
25,000 breast and cervical cancer screenings.
Nationally, Planned Parenthood cares for
more than 2.5 million women annually.
Planned Parenthood centers serve a greater
share of safety-net clients than any other type
of safety-net providers. Nearly 80 percent of
women using Planned Parenthood have in-
comes at or below 150 percent of poverty—
these clinics offer affordable health care op-
tions for women who may have no alternate
source of care.

The fact that we are engaged in a concerted
assault against the provision of essential serv-
ices to women, especially women of color and
low-income status is appalling. If people would
take the time, as | have, to visit these facili-
ties, meet the employees, and most impor-
tantly, know these community leaders that
have made it possible to protect women’s
health, to prevent countless abortions, and to
promote wellbeing and education, would see
the lies behind this heated rhetoric and mis-
guided attacks.

————
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the
Clarinda Community Theatre of Clarinda, lowa
for celebrating their 60th anniversary. The
Community Theatre was founded in 1955 by a
group of theatre enthusiasts.

The mission of the Clarinda Community
Theatre is to encourage and promote an inter-
est in participating, observing, and supporting
amateur theatre in the community of Clarinda.
Clarinda resident Jolly Ann Davidson has
played an important role in the success of the
community theater. She felt it was important
for Clarinda to have some form of live stage
performances in town and has been the driv-
ing force in bringing numerous productions to
Clarinda for the community to enjoy. Jolly Ann
has performed in many of the plays and has
seen the theatre grow into a top-notch per-
forming arts facility.
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