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DEFUND PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 18, 2015 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, today, I 
would like to talk about the Republican effort 
to defund Planned Parenthood and restrict ac-
cess to health care services. 

Planned Parenthood is an invaluable re-
source for working Americans across the 
country. In my home state of Minnesota, 
Planned Parenthood operates 18 clinics, an 
online health center, and serves over 54,000 
people every year. 

If funding for Planned Parenthood is elimi-
nated—as my Republican colleagues are de-
manding—the consequences would be dev-
astating. The elimination of Planned Parent-
hood’s services would mean that millions of 
women and men would lose access to primary 
care services, contraceptive services, breast 
and cervical cancer screenings, and treatment 
for sexually transmitted diseases. These fami-
lies—especially those in rural and high poverty 
areas—would have nowhere else to go. 

My colleagues who support defunding 
Planned Parenthood say that working families 
could go elsewhere to receive care. This claim 
is false. Community Health Centers and other 
clinics that serve low-income Americans would 
not be able to provide care for all of the pa-
tients that would flood their offices should 
Planned Parenthood lose their federal funding. 

Not only would defunding Planned Parent-
hood create barriers to accessing care, but it 
would limit the ability of women to achieve 
economic security. A recent Guttmacher Insti-
tute study showed that access to contracep-
tion helped women complete their education, 
keep or get a job, and take better care of their 
families. For example, the children of mothers 
who had access to contraception have higher 
family incomes and college completion rates. 
Moreover, research also shows that access to 
birth control contributed in a 30 percent rise in 
the number of women in skilled careers be-
tween 1970 and 1990. The positive effects of 
widespread access to reproductive and pri-
mary care services for women, families and 
Americans is immeasurable. 

Unfortunately, the recent attacks on Planned 
Parenthood are nothing new. This is just an-
other attack on working families and low-in-
come women. In 1976, Congress passed the 
Hyde Amendment which restricts the use of 
federal funds for abortion. This policy directly 
harms the wellbeing and safety of low-income 
women, and limits their personal autonomy. It 
is a policy I strongly oppose. Three decades 
later, Republican talking points about Planned 
Parenthood ignore the very real impact 
defunding the organization will have on every 
day Americans—both on a large economic 
scale, and on the personal health and auton-
omy of Americans. It is a reminder that my 

Republican colleagues in Congress do not 
trust women to make decisions that are best 
for them. That must change. We must trust 
women to do what is best for their bodies and 
their families. Republican tactics also ignore 
the consequences of shutting down the gov-
ernment simply to make an ideological point. 

Putting the wellbeing of millions working 
Americans on the line is unacceptable. Sup-
porting policies that restrict women’s—specifi-
cally low-income women’s—personal auton-
omy is unacceptable. That is why I support the 
Planned Parenthood and the working families 
it serves. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL LATINO 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ASSOCIA-
TION SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the National 
Latino Behavioral Health Association Scholar-
ship Recipients for their commitment to pro-
moting the health and well-being of the mem-
bers of their communities as they pursue a 
college degree in behavioral health. 

The National Latino Behavioral Health Asso-
ciation (NLBHA) was established to strengthen 
the national voice for Latinos in the behavioral 
health arena and to bring attention to the great 
disparities that exist in areas of access, utiliza-
tion, practice based research, and adequately 
trained personnel. The NLBHA Scholarship 
provides financial resources and mentorships 
to students to achieve their goal of college 
graduation. This year, the NLBHA Scholarship 
Luncheon recognizes the scholastic achieve-
ments of eleven students working toward a 
degree in behavioral health with a commitment 
to serving the communities of New Mexico. 

During Hispanic Heritage Month, it is an 
honor to support these young Hispanic stu-
dents as they embark on their journey in high-
er education. I commend their dedication to 
addressing the great disparities that exist in 
the areas of funding, access, and quality of 
care for Hispanics needing professional men-
tal health and substance abuse services. And 
while I applaud NLBHA’s efforts to recruit and 
support Hispanics dedicated to behavioral 
health, and to the students pursuing higher 
education with the goal of supporting the be-
havioral needs of New Mexico, I congratulate 
them on receiving the NLBHA Scholarship and 
wish them luck in their college and future en-
deavors. 

HONORING THE JOLIET JUNIOR 
COLLEGE OPERATIONS ENGI-
NEERING AND TECHNICIAN PRO-
GRAM 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Joliet Junior College 
and the launch of their Operations Engineering 
and Technician (OET) Program. 

In today’s workforce and economic environ-
ment, being career ready is more important 
than ever. With the number of retirees increas-
ing almost daily, companies and employers 
are searching for talented individuals who can 
hit the ground running on day one in their new 
roles. The skills students will learn and de-
velop in OET are first class and as a result, 
the Joliet Junior College OET program will en-
sure graduates from the program will spur 
competition, productivity, and ingenuity in the 
next generation of workers. Programs like 
OET and similar technical education programs 
are vital to leading our economy and our work-
force into the future. 

I have witnessed firsthand the quality edu-
cation that Joliet Junior College provides my 
constituents and our surrounding communities, 
and I am proud to represent many of these 
wonderful individuals in Congress. On behalf 
of the 16th District of Illinois, I wish to express 
our deepest thanks to the Joliet Junior College 
for their commendable service and constant 
dedication to higher education. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KENT STATE UNI-
VERSITY’S LIQUID CRYSTAL IN-
STITUTE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an Ohio institution that has made 
scientific and technological strides that have 
had an impact on every single one of our 
lives. The Glenn H. Brown Liquid Crystal Insti-
tute at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio 
celebrates its 50th anniversary this month 
after decades of scientific advancement in the 
development of liquid crystal technology that is 
used in devices like flat screen TVs and mo-
bile devices. 

The Kent State University Board of Trustees 
authorized the creation of the Liquid Crystal 
Institute in 1965, subsequently garnering 
grants from the National Institutes of Health, 
the National Science Foundation, and agen-
cies of the U.S. defense sector. Glenn Brown, 
a Chemistry professor at the University since 
1961, served as the Institute’s director until his 
retirement in 1983. Under the direction of Di-
rector Dr. Hiroshi Yokoyama, the Institute con-
tinues its tradition of scientific excellence. 
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Innovations that grew from scientific en-

deavors at the Liquid Crystal Institute have 
fundamentally changed our modern life, like 
the invention of the twisted nematic cell, the 
heart of modern Liquid Crystal Displays. On 
Kent State University’s campus, the Liquid 
Crystal and Materials Sciences building 
houses more than 25 individual labs and 
rooms for prototype development of new liquid 
crystal displays. There, the Institute is con-
ducting groundbreaking research in advanced 
photonics, sensors, bio- and medical molec-
ular devices, and materials for new energy ap-
plications. Recently, a team of scientists work-
ing with the Liquid Crystal Institute developed 
a heat-sensitive fabric to help diabetics detect 
harmful inflammation and infections. 

So this month we celebrate 50 years of in-
novation and research at the Liquid Crystal In-
stitute of Kent State University and I know my 
colleagues join me in recognizing the impor-
tance of this great Ohio institution. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
SELFLESS SACRIFICE OF FIRST 
SERGEANT PETER ANDREW 
MCKENNA JR., UNITED STATES 
ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with both profound sadness and deep grati-
tude that I rise to pay tribute to a fallen deco-
rated American hero. On Friday, August 7, 
2015, First Sergeant Peter Andrew McKenna 
Jr. of the 1st Battalion, 7th Special Forces 
Group, located in Florida’s First Congressional 
District, tragically lost his life during an attack 
on a NATO facility in Kabul, Afghanistan. First 
Sergeant McKenna, now laid to rest in Rhode 
Island, was only 35 years old, but lived a life-
time marked by and full of service. 

Born to Peter and Carol McKenna of Bristol, 
Rhode Island, 1SG McKenna graduated from 
Mt. Hope High School in 1998. Upon his grad-
uation, he followed his family’s example of 
service, began his career as an Army infantry-
man, and then passed the grueling Special 
Forces qualifying course and earned his 
Green Beret in 2002. Upon completion of the 
Q–Course, he was assigned to the 7th Special 
Forces Group, now based at Eglin Air Force 
Base in Florida, as communications sergeant. 
During his selfless service, 1SG McKenna par-
ticipated in six combat deployments to both 
Iraq and Afghanistan while serving our Nation 
with the utmost distinction throughout his 17- 
year career. 

Among his many awards and accolades are 
the Bronze Star with Valor, Army Commenda-
tion Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Iraq Campaign 
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Com-
bat Infantry Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, 
Master Free Fall Badge, and the Special 
Forces Tab. 

He, however, was not only a consummate 
leader and selfless warrior in his professional 
life, but his personal life as well. He was re-
cently recognized for having traveled the fur-
thest distance to be at the 2015 Bristol Fourth 
Of July Celebration. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a humble and 
grateful Nation, I thank Andrew’s family, for 
the love, counsel, guidance, and support given 
to him, which helped make him the hero he 
became. His life stands as a testament that 
freedom is not free, and to that end, his leg-
acy will echo in time as an example of the ulti-
mate sacrifice. My wife, Vicki, joins me in 
praying that God be with his daughter Re-
becca, parents Peter and Carol, and the rest 
of his family and friends during this time of 
great mourning, and may God continue to 
bless the United States of America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENT 
OF JOE KANFER 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Mr. Joe Kanfer, the recipient 
of the 48th Bert A. Polsky Humanitarian 
Award. Joe is the chairman and CEO of 
GOJO Industries. In addition to his position at 
GOJO Industries, Joe is a chairman for 
Startvest Partners, a firm that develops 
biotech startups in Israel. He is honored today 
for his continuous support in strengthening the 
Jewish community and his dedication to im-
proving education and health care, and reduc-
ing poverty and hunger. Joe has accomplished 
this work along with his wife, Pam, his four 
children and their spouses through the 
Lippman Kanfer Family Philanthropies and 
GOJO. 

His numerous accomplishments also include 
a three-year term as the chair of the Jewish 
Federations of North America, chairman of the 
Jewish Education Service of North America 
and a member of the Jewish Agency for Israel 
in Jerusalem. He currently serves as chair of 
the Honeymoon Israel Foundation. Joe Kanfer 
is not only known for his work on a national 
level, but also on a local level. He serves as 
chairman for countless organizations in the 
greater Akron Area including Akron Tomorrow, 
the Greater Akron Chamber Executive Com-
mittee, Bits and Atoms Innovation Center, and 
just recently, the Akron Children’s Hospital’s 
Building on a Promise Campaign. In addition, 
he is a trustee for the Jewish Community 
Board of Akron and the Lippman School. He 
is also the former vice president of University 
of Akron Board of Trustees and trustee of the 
Shaw Jewish Community center and Akron 
Roundtable. 

It is my pleasure to recognize a man who 
has worked so hard to strengthen his commu-
nity on a local and national level. I applaud 
Joe Kanfer and could not imagine a better re-
cipient for this year’s Bert A. Polsky Humani-
tarian Award. 

f 

HONORING FELICIA GASTON 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Felicia Gaston, who, since founding 
Performing Stars of Marin 25 years ago, has 

endeavored to give low-income and at-risk 
children in the North Bay access to the arts. 
For two and a half decades, Ms. Gaston has 
worked tirelessly to help more than 1,300 
young people in Marin City and San Rafael 
‘‘reach for the stars’’ through performance, giv-
ing them an outlet for creativity and pushing 
them to develop discipline, self-reliance, and 
self-esteem in their early years and beyond. 

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, Ms. Gaston moved 
to California with her family as a teenager, 
later relocating to the Bay Area in college. She 
founded Performing Stars in 1990 to give local 
children access to opportunities she never 
had. As a black child in the South, Ms. Gaston 
encountered segregation and discrimination, 
which prevented her from taking classes at 
her local ballet school. By providing opportuni-
ties for young people to dance, perform, and 
express themselves through art regardless of 
skin color or socioeconomic background, her 
leadership and tenacity has helped other chil-
dren avoid the struggle she faced. 

Performing Stars has impacted hundreds of 
students and thousands of family members, 
classmates, and friends. Participants receive 
access to scholarships for arts programs, op-
portunities for performance, group trips to local 
arts events, and life skills workshops. More 
than that, they become part of the outstanding 
Performing Stars community that Ms. Gaston 
has created. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that we honor and 
thank Felicia Gaston for her many years of 
dedicated service in improving young lives in 
our community. On behalf of the many individ-
uals whose lives she’s changed, I am privi-
leged to express deep gratitude to Ms. Felicia 
Gaston for her continuing leadership, thought-
fulness, and passion. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ESTELLA 
MAVIS KNOX 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
sadness to recognize the passing of one of 
East Palo Alto’s guiding spirits. Estella Mavis 
Knox, known as Mavis, passed from this earth 
on August 11, 2015. She had a profound im-
pact upon the community in which she lived 
for five decades. 

Mavis Knox was born on January 15, 1939 
in Durant, Mississippi. From this small town of 
2,500 in America’s segregated south, Mavis 
eventually settled in East Palo Alto, California, 
a remarkable community in my district, also a 
small town, set amidst the larger San Fran-
cisco Bay Area with all of its diversity, vi-
brancy and social activism. 

Mavis raised her three children as a single 
mother and still found the time and energy, at 
the age of 31, to earn a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology from San Jose State University. She 
would later complete her master’s at San Jose 
State. Mr. Speaker and members, this single 
mother, through her personal example and 
standards, also inspired her children to attend 
two historically black colleges: Morehouse and 
Tuskegee. 

Nairobi College opened in East Palo Alto in 
1969. Mavis was an early administrator. A 
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staunch, lifelong advocate of education, she 
was instrumental in founding this innovative 
and highly successful community college tai-
lored to address the multiple academic, social 
and service needs of the East Palo Alto com-
munity. The college began with 120 students 
and grew to 200 within a few years. One year 
before its founding, Dr. Martin Luther King had 
been killed. As the war in Vietnam raged and 
several American cities went up in flames, 
Mavis Knox joined with visionary leaders to 
offer an alternative to fires burning within and 
without: the light and hope of a quality college 
education. Her love of education would distin-
guish Mavis Knox in years to come, and her 
community leadership was built upon this bed-
rock commitment. 

Mavis began her career with San Mateo 
County in 1982 and retired in 2005 after 
spending much of her county career in Chil-
dren and Family Services as a social worker 
and supervisor. When she supervised the 
Long Term Placement unit she was the driving 
force in enhancing the Independent Living 
Skills program and the Moving On ceremony. 

Mavis was elected to the Ravenswood City 
School District Board of Trustees and served 
the community from that position for 12 years 
during the 1970s and early 1980s. This was a 
time of tremendous change in the district, with 
historic segregation and its legacy being chal-
lenged regularly. 

Newspaper reports of the time indicate that 
students and parents demanded equality of 
opportunity, and they demanded that the dis-
trict overcome the impacts of decades of racial 
segregation. Mavis Knox was a vocal advo-
cate for equality. This required hiring staff that 
would set high standards and be held ac-
countable to the community. Press reports 
from that time indicate that such routine deci-
sions as hiring a superintendent were some-
times contentious, but the stakes were also 
high. While she demanded accountability by 
the staff to the community, Mavis Knox also 
held herself accountable. She successfully ad-
vocated for better school financing, and 
strongly urged the community to unite in cre-
ating a first-rate system. 

Mr. Speaker and members, Mavis Knox was 
a dedicated member, committee chair, and 
leader in the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
earning the Bertha Pitts Campbell Award in 
2011, the Chapter’s highest honor for out-
standing service to the sorority and commu-
nity. Among other distinguished community 
service, she served as Foreman of the Grand 
Jury of San Mateo County and charter board 
member of the East Palo Alto Girls’ Club of 
the Mid-Peninsula. She was a prolific fund 
raiser for at-risk youth. She is survived by her 
son Anthony D. Jones, daughter Brenda Des-
tiny Knox, brother Ronald Knox, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. 

A leading advocate for social justice has 
now passed from our midst. In our sorrow, it 
is important to note that the lessons she 
taught by example will offer guidance and 
comfort for years to come. Ultimately, this is 
the greatest gift to us all of Mavis Knox, a 
mother, educator, community advocate, and 
an outstanding American. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALFRED 
D. COWARD 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and remember the life of Alfred 
D. Coward, who passed away on July 10th, 
2015 with his beloved wife, Verlene, by his 
side. Alfred was a community leader in 
Youngstown, Ohio of the utmost caliber and 
influence. Over 35 years of distinguished serv-
ice to the Mt. Calvary Pentecostal Church, Al-
fred ‘‘The Rev’’ Coward served in multiple 
leadership positions. These included Super-
intendent of the Sunday school, Head of Pas-
toral Affairs and Bereavement, and Chairman 
of the Brotherhood Department to name a few. 

Alfred’s leadership skills were also em-
ployed outside of the walls of Mt. Calvary 
Church. Reverend Coward’s civic involvement 
included four years as Chair of the Mayor’s 
Task Force on Crime and Violence Preven-
tion, five years on the Steering Committee of 
the Youngstown Weed & Seed Initiative, as 
well as an appointment by Mayor Jay Williams 
to the Youngstown Civil Service Commission, 
where he served as Vice-President. Alfred 
was also the recipient of the Crisis Interven-
tion Unit for Domestic Violence Award. 

Alfred was preceded in death by his par-
ents; an aunt and uncle, Naomi and John Car-
penter, who reared him; and a sister Darlene 
Carter. He leaves behind the love of his life 
Verlene ‘‘Sweet Verl’’ Coward, his wife of 
nearly 46 years; the pride of his life, his three 
children, Alfred D. (Nicole) Coward II of 
Youngstown, OH; Teri J. Coward of 
Austintown, OH; and Aaron (Veronica) Cow-
ard, of Boardman, OH; the joy of his life, nine 
grandchildren, Kandace Coward, Kamille Cow-
ard, Ashley Joseph, Kayla Coward, Courtney 
Joseph, Gabrielle Joseph, Alfred Coward III, 
Aarion Coward and Addisyn Coward; a sister, 
Brenda Townsend of Tulsa, OK; and a host of 
loving family, church family, and friends. 

I am deeply saddened by Alfred’s passing, 
and extend my most heartfelt condolences to 
his entire family. Reverend Coward was an 
exemplary spiritual and civic leader who, 
through his unwavering dedication and service 
to his community, left Youngstown and North-
east Ohio a better place than when he found 
it. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SAINT JUNIPERO 
SERRA 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on be-
half of myself and my California colleagues, 
Rep. ANNA ESHOO, Rep. JANICE HAHN, Rep. 
JARED HUFFMAN, Rep. NANCY PELOSI, Rep. 
MIKE THOMPSON and Rep. JUAN VARGAS, to 
welcome His Holiness Pope Francis to Wash-
ington and to celebrate his actions yesterday 
in canonizing Father Junipero Serra. 

Yesterday we were all witness to a sacred 
ceremony validating the holiness of Father 
Serra as a leader of the Catholic faith in early 

California. But Father Serra is also a major 
historical figure in California’s settlement and 
expansion. As important as his contribution to 
the faith is, his effort to unify and connect 
north and south California laid the groundwork 
for the state it came to be. 

As most people know, Father Serra is re-
sponsible for establishing the first 9 of what 
would eventually be 21 missions up and down 
the coast of California all the way from San 
Diego in the south to north of San Francisco. 
In today’s world, those 21 missions are tanta-
mount to social media. They represented a 
network of community and connectedness that 
brought order to a wilderness and established 
common links between myriad towns and vil-
lages. Those missions were so important to 
the framework of community, commerce and 
government that eventually coalesced into a 
state, that every school child in California must 
construct a mission diorama in the 4th grade 
as part of his/her history lesson. The majority 
of those missions still stand today and are still 
vibrant centers of faith and community. They 
also serve as strong tourist attractions and 
bring to life the story of California’s early set-
tlers to millions of visitors every year. So piv-
otal was Father Serra to the rise and pros-
perity of California that the state elected to 
have his statue exhibited here in Statuary Hall 
of the U.S. Capitol. 

Father Serra’s presence is especially felt 
strongly in Carmel, California where he estab-
lished his headquarters and actively adminis-
tered the expansion of the Catholic faith in 
California. From here he also helped manage 
relations between local peoples and Spanish 
government officials in Mexico as well as with 
the local military officers who commanded the 
nearby presidio in Monterey. Father Serra is 
buried at the mission in Carmel and neighbors 
of the mission, city residents and all who visit 
the mission venerate his beneficence to the 
people and the state. 

During Pope Francis’ visit to Washington 
this week my California colleagues and I were 
happy to welcome a good number of Califor-
nians to the city to celebrate the Pope’s visit 
and Father Serra’s canonization. In particular 
I was proud to have nearly 100 constituents 
from the Carmel area come to town to honor 
our ‘‘home-town saint.’’ Among the distin-
guished visitors was Bishop Richard Garcia, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Monterey and his 
predecessor, Bishop Sylvester Ryan. I was 
pleased that they could be with us as for this 
momentous occasion. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the House was 
moved this week by the Pope’s visit and his 
actions regarding Father Serra. I am sure the 
House joins me in thanking the Pope for his 
leadership, his holy presence and his blessing 
of Father Junipero Serra. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JEFF LARSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jeff 
‘‘Huck’’ Larson for his recognition as Citizen of 
the Year in Casey, Iowa. 

Jeff was awarded Citizen of the Year at the 
Casey Fun Day celebration on July 11, 2015. 
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He was recognized for his leadership at the 
Casey Fire Department, where he’s served for 
25 years—10 years as fire chief and 13 years 
as assistant chief. Jeff also led efforts to es-
tablish a food pantry in the area and helped 
organize the Adair-Casey Food Pantry, where 
he volunteers each month. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that my colleagues in 
the United States Congress join me in recog-
nizing Jeff for his service to Casey and con-
gratulating him for receiving this award. It is 
an honor to represent him in the United States 
House of Representatives, and I wish him 
nothing but the best moving forward. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SAMUEL IRVING 
NEWHOUSE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC 
COMMUNICATIONS AT SYRACUSE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of the Samuel 
Irving Newhouse School of Public Commu-
nications at Syracuse University in Syracuse, 
New York. The creation of the S.I. Newhouse 
School of Public Communications began in 
1964 with the support of Samuel Irving 
Newhouse, who had a vision to build a com-
munications school where ‘‘the best and the 
brightest’’ would come to study. 

The S.I. Newhouse School of Public Com-
munications is widely regarded as one of the 
nation’s leading school of communications. 
The Newhouse School has gained this reputa-
tion over the past fifty years due to its wide 
embrace of virtually every known form of infor-
mation dissemination—including print and 
broadcast journalism, social media and online 
communication, advertising and public rela-
tions, as well as photography and film. 

The roots of the S.I. Newhouse School of 
Public Communications are founded in Syra-
cuse University’s former School of Journalism. 
In 1934 the School of Journalism was founded 
at Syracuse University and has developed into 
a nationally renowned educational institution. 
In 1964 the first of three buildings, ‘‘Newhouse 
1,’’ was opened and dedicated by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson. In 1971 the School of 
Journalism merged with the Department of 
Television and Radio and was re-named the 
S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communica-
tions. 

I am proud to recognize the S.I. Newhouse 
School of Public Communications at Syracuse 
University and congratulate the School on the 
achievement of its 50th anniversary. I am con-
fident that the S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communications at Syracuse University will 
continue to grow and educate talented, rising 
professionals in public communications and it 
is my honor to congratulate the Newhouse 
School on behalf of the entire Central New 
York Community. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROSEANN 
M. SCHAEFFER 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Roseann M. Schaeffer, 
daughter of Rosario and Rita Levero 
Frandanisa who passed away peacefully on 
July 28, 2015, in her home. Roseann was a 
1958 graduate of Niles McKinley High School 
and a 1962 graduate of Youngstown College, 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Education. She 
was employed for over 40 years as a teacher 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School 
in Niles, retiring in 2005. Roseann was a 
steadfast fixture in the Mt. Carmel community 
as a member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish, taking on such roles as church lector, 
member of the Liturgy committee, Parish Anni-
versary committee, festival volunteer, Pep 
Club and Year Book advisor, and Monday Ro-
sary group. She was also one of the original 
founders of S.I.G.N. (Service in God’s Name), 
a preparatory program for confirmation stu-
dents. 

She will be deeply missed by two brothers, 
Anthony Frandanisa and his wife, Theresa, of 
Niles and Angelo Frandanisa and his wife, 
Rosemarie, of Kirkland, Wash.; her nieces and 
nephews, Ann Genovese and her husband, 
Robert, Tony Frandanisa, Rita Kanareff and 
her husband, Kevin, Joseph Frandanisa and 
his wife, Karen, Renee Charawell, Jimmy 
Frandanisa and his wife, Carrie, and Bobby 
Frandanisa and his wife, Kelley; and many 
great-nieces and great-nephews. She was 
preceded in death by her parents. 

The residents of Northeast Ohio are known 
to be compassionate, community oriented indi-
viduals. Whether it was engaging in her Mt. 
Carmel Parish community, or cooking and 
playing cards as she so loved, Roseann was 
certainly no exception. 

f 

HONORING LIESL SCHMIDT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Liesl Schmidt a com-
munity leader, and one of my district’s 2015 
Women of the Year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Liesl Schmidt was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the Year. 

Whereas, Liesl is a Northern California na-
tive and is the Regional President for US 
Bank’s Northern California Community Bank. 
She is the wife of a rice farmer, mother of a 
son who serves in the US Coast Guard and a 
daughter who attends CSU-Sacramento. 

Whereas, Liesl is an active Board member 
and Treasurer for the Yuba Sutter Chamber of 
Commerce, a Past President of the Yuba City- 
Marysville Soroptimists, and a Rotarian. She is 
active in many local organizations including 
the American Red Cross, Cornerstone Church, 
and the Yuba Sutter United Way. 

Whereas, a founding member of Girls on 
the Run in Sutter County, Liesl is committed to 

advocating for women at her place of work 
and throughout the banking industry by ac-
tively participating in women’s leadership 
groups. Liesl’s goal is to ‘pay it forward’ by 
mentoring, sponsoring, or advocating for 
women at US Bank and in the community for 
those who have a desire to be in more senior 
roles. 

Whereas, Liesl’s priorities are ‘faith, family, 
friends’. She is a born leader who brings life, 
love, and enthusiasm to everything she does. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Liesl Schmidt. 

f 

PEARLAND SAINTS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Pearland Saints for being se-
lected to represent Texas at the annual Spe-
cial Olympics North America Softball Cham-
pionship. 

The Pearland Saints are a softball team 
through the Special Olympics Texas (SOTX) 
organization. SOTX uses the power of sports 
to empower people with intellectual chal-
lenges. Through SOTX children and adults 
can experience the joy of being part of a team 
and realize their full potential. This all-star 
team of thirteen players, led by Coach Ray-
mond Rocha, will compete against 31 other 
teams from across the United States, Canada, 
the Caribbean, and Latin America. We are ex-
cited to cheer the team on in Wichita this 
weekend. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, best of luck to the 
Pearland Saints at the Special Olympics North 
America Softball Championship and congratu-
lations on being selected to represent our 
great state. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM 
C. ‘‘BILL’’ LUOMA 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to remember and honor the life of William C. 
‘‘Bill’’ Luoma, a native of Warren, Ohio, who 
passed away on the 17th of August, 2015 at 
his daughter’s home, surrounded by his loving 
family. Born in Warren, Ohio on April 11, 
1939, to Wilmar and Maxine Luoma Bill lived 
a full life of service in the United States mili-
tary and as a Union leader in the steel indus-
try. 

After living in Tucson, Arizona as a child, 
Bill enlisted in the U.S. Air Force at the age 
of 18 and attended Amarillo AFB Jet Engine 
School in Amarillo, Texas. Bill also served two 
years with the United States Marine Corps be-
fore starting a 30 year career with Republic 
Steel Corporation. Bill exemplified the life of a 
workman’s ally by serving as a Worker’s Com-
pensation representative and later in retire-
ment as President of the Steelworkers Organi-
zation of Active Retirees, Chapter 1–28–5. A 
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leader in the Union community, he helped or-
ganize rallies in Washington, DC fighting for 
workers’ rights, Medicare, and Social Security, 
and in 2004 spoke on senior health issues at 
the 2004 Democratic National Convention in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Bill is remembered by his loving family as a 
passionate story and joke teller with interests 
in bowling, painting, drawing, antiques, and 
furniture refinishing. His excellent memory for 
Geography and History was accompanied by 
a love and passion for his Finnish background. 
As a member of the Catholic Church, Bill at-
tended the services of Father Gusper at St. 
Stephens Church in Niles, Ohio. 

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, 
as well as his sister, Judy Dennison, son, Tim-
othy Luoma, and grandson, Isaiah Luoma. He 
is survived by his wife, Janice Macchia 
Luoma, whom he married on August 12, 1988. 
He is also survived by daughters, Jill Luoma, 
Lori Luoma, Elizabeth Luoma, step-daughter, 
Crystal Zimomra; sons, Raymond Luoma and 
William Luoma; he was Grandpa to Ryan 
Maki, Papiou to Zachary Brewer, and Landon 
Zimomra; Grandpa to Erica Maki, and Kristia 
Luoma. He is also survived by great-grand-
children, Emilee, Paisley, Trenton and Brailin 
Moore. 

I am deeply saddened by the loss of Bill 
Luoma, such a dedicated and strong servant 
of the American armed forces, his fellow work-
men and women, and his family. He will be re-
membered and celebrated as a Warren, Ohio 
community leader and it is my honor to recog-
nize his life here today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARJORIE ANN 
BROWNE 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute the long and distinguished career of 
Marjorie Ann Browne, a native Washingtonian 
and servant of Congress in the area of foreign 
affairs. On October 10, 2015, Ms. Browne will 
retire after a remarkable 55 years of faithful 
service to the legislative branch as an inter-
national relations specialist in the Foreign Af-
fairs, Defense, and Trade Division of the Con-
gressional Research Service (CRS). 

Marjorie Browne graduated from the Univer-
sity of Rochester in 1960 with a B.A. in his-
tory. After working for a few summers as a 
typist at the State Department, Marjorie joined 
the Library of Congress on October 10, 1960, 
in the office of the deputy director of the Leg-
islative Reference Service (LRS), as CRS was 
known prior to 1970. In 1962, she was pro-
moted to a reference assistant and moved to 
the Foreign Affairs Division of LRS. After 
working closely with analysts who specialized 
in international organizations and international 
law, Marjorie was converted to an analyst in 
1971. She became increasingly involved in 
multiple issues related to the United Nations. 
Ms. Browne has served as a specialist on the 
United Nations and international organizations 
for Congress, producing numerous reports, 
committee prints, and individualized responses 
to congressional inquiries for several decades. 
Over the years, she has mentored scores of 
colleagues and has always sought to assist 
others in their work. 

Highlights of Marjorie Browne’s long career 
include her attendance intermittently from 
1973 to 1982 at meetings of the U.N. Con-
ference on the Law of the Sea in New York 
and her attendance in the 1980s at the Na-
tional War College in Ft. McNair, D.C. More 
recently, during a congressional visit to the 
United Nations, U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon recognized her service during his re-
marks to the visiting delegation. For a long 
stretch of her career at CRS, Ms. Browne 
worked actively in the Congressional Re-
search Employees Association (CREA), in-
cluding during the time period when CRS staff 
moved from the Jefferson Building to the then- 
new Madison Building in 1980, and on 
CREA’s health and safety committee. In 2010, 
the Library of Congress honored Marjorie for 
50 years of service. 

Marjorie Browne leaves behind multiple leg-
acies: distinguished public service over half a 
century, an indefatigable commitment to ful-
filling the mission of CRS and the work of 
Congress, and an extraordinary career that 
has served as a role model for many. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in expressing our deepest 
gratitude and appreciation to Marjorie Ann 
Browne on the occasion of her retirement for 
55 years of service to Congress and our na-
tion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LINDA WHEELER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Linda 
Wheeler of Lenox, Iowa for being selected as 
Taylor County’s 2015 inductee into the Iowa 4- 
H Hall of Fame. 

Linda was a member of the Platte Peppy 
Pals 4-H group for 10 years while growing up. 
Her mother and father were both 4-H leaders 
in her county. She participated in 4-H camp 
and focused on home improvement projects 
like refinishing furniture for fair projects. Linda 
became a leader herself in 2002, and has 
since spent numerous hours working with 
members and her own children on 4-H 
projects as part of the Washington Winners. 

Mr. Speaker, Linda’s efforts are a true rep-
resentation of the Iowa spirit and I am hon-
ored to represent her and Iowans like her in 
the United States Congress. I know that all of 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives will join me in congratulating 
Linda for her achievements and wish her noth-
ing but continued success. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BISHOP URUNDI 
KNOX ON HIS 21ST ANNIVER-
SARY AND THE EBENEZER MIN-
ISTRIES ON THEIR 46TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 

recognizing Ebenezer Ministries on the occa-
sion of their 46th anniversary and Bishop 
Knox on his 21st pastoral anniversary. 

Over the past 46 years, Ebenezer Ministries 
has gained a membership of over 1,000 mem-
bers. Leading the Ministries today is the 
Bishop Urundi B. Knox. Pastor Knox became 
pastor on the third Sunday of September, 
1994. Since Pastor Knox has been serving 
Ebenezer, the church has gained over 200 
members. 

In 1999, the congregation agreed to change 
the name from Ebenezer Missionary Baptist 
Church to Ebenezer Ministries. 

After taking on the new name, fresh out-
reach programs were implemented. These 
programs included the Elderly Ministries, 
Abused & Battered Women Ministry, Prison 
Ministry, Street Ministry, and the largest, the 
Take Back the City Crusade. 

Other programs included the CK Travelers 
for senior citizens, Save Our Sons mentoring 
program, Daughters of Destiny mentoring pro-
gram, a Motorcycle Ministry, a health Ministry, 
a Marriage Ministry, a Junior Deacon Board, 
and an outdoor concert series, ‘‘Gospel Under 
the Sun’’. 

Under Pastor Knox, many leaders of the 
church have been cultivated. Thirty members 
received their calling in to the ministry, 21 
deacons have been ordained, and seven li-
censed ministers have joined Ebenezer. Pas-
tor Knox was one of the First African Amer-
ican Ministers in Flint to value women in a tra-
ditionally male dominated field, licensing 23 fe-
male ministers. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the leadership of 
Bishop Urundi Knox, the accomplishments of 
Ebenezer Ministries and the positive effects 
both have had on the community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE PACIFICA 
FOG FEST 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the 30th anniversary of a California coastal 
tradition that now entertains 60,000 people 
over a weekend in September. The Pacifica 
Fog Fest is a community celebration filled with 
sun, fun, food, contests and music. In three 
decades it has grown from six community 
groups working booths to 49 community orga-
nizations working in food and beverage booths 
and behind the scenes to produce Fog Fest. 
Fog Fest perfectly reflects the personality of 
Pacificans: a sense of humor with a healthy 
dose of whimsy, the appreciation of the out-
doors, the joy of life, and the commitment to 
give back. 

Locals know that fog in September is almost 
an oxymoron, but you don’t have to go very 
far to hear the stereotypical ‘‘It’s always foggy 
in Pacifica!’’ In fact, that is how the festival 
was christened. In 1986, a city council-ap-
pointed citizens committee was charged with 
creating a plan to increase commercial devel-
opment in Pacifica. A subcommittee came up 
with the idea to attract tourists with a unique 
festival. Every time subcommittee member 
Jean Headley wore her ‘‘I Love Pacifica’’ pin 
in San Francisco, people would snidely say 
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‘‘Why do you love Pacifica? It’s always so 
foggy!’’ It was time to dispel this myth, poke 
fun at Pacifica’s weather and hold the festival 
on a weekend that was almost guaranteed to 
be sunny and hot. 

A new committee consisting of representa-
tives from the city council, the Pacifica Trib-
une, the Chamber of Commerce, city staff and 
volunteers developed the idea further and 
eventually took its recommendation to the full 
city council. Not without controversy, the coun-
cil voted 3–2 to create the Pacifica Coast Fog 
Fest on the last full weekend in September. 

The City of Pacifica, with the help of a pro-
fessional festival planner, produced the first 
Fog Fest. The only fog to be found was fog 
made by a rented fog machine. Some 30,000 
visitors walked Palmetto Avenue, watched the 
Discover Pacifica parade, shopped at 100 arts 
and craft booths, listened to live music, sam-
pled clam chowder, jambalaya and Fog Dogs, 
and sipped wine, beer and Fog Cutters. They 
also participated in a surfcasting contest, a 
Family Fun Fest, a God and Goddess of the 
Fog contest, a 7K beach run, a fog photo con-
test, an ocean kayak race and the Councours 
D’Pacifica. 

Thanks to the creativity and hard work of 
the original steering committee the first Fog 
Fest was a success and a new tradition was 
born. 

The city continued to produce Fog Fest until 
1993 when it authorized a newly founded non- 
profit to take over. Pacifica Festivals Inc. (PFI) 
produced the event for the next seven years 
and kept many of the existing traditions such 
as the Discover Pacifica Parade, the Friday 
night Fandango at the Sanchez Adobe, Family 
Fun Fest, Classic Car show, the Fog Jog on 
Sunday morning and the beautiful Pacifica 
Historical Society photo display. KRQR Radio 
began broadcasting from the event bringing it 
to the entire Bay Area. In 1992, the Human 
Fog Horn contest had its debut. And of course 
the food and arts and craft booths continued 
to offer local delicacies and treasures. 

In 2000, the Fog Fest Organizing Group 
(FFOG), a group of community minded resi-
dents, took on the leadership of the festival. 
Through tireless fundraising efforts the board 
members have spurred remarkable growth of 
sponsorships of Fog Fest. Today it features 
over 200 arts and crafts booths, three stages 
with live music, the Discover Pacifica parade 
and marching band competition on Saturday 
morning, the Family Fun Fest, the Great Sand 
Sculpture, Surf Art Experience, Fog Jog and 
Stride and many contests and games for 
every age. 

In addition to offering family entertainment, 
Fog Fest has a conscience and is socially re-
sponsible. FFOG instituted a ‘‘Go Green Cam-
paign’’ and in partnership with Recology of the 
Coast recycles anything that’s recyclable. It 
created a ‘‘Gift to Pacifica Fund’’ in 2001 and 
has given a special gift to the community 
every year since then. For example, it pur-
chased the original painting featured on the 
2004 Fog Fest poster and today it hangs in 
the Community Center. It donated a bench 
that sits in the Rotary plaza at the Center for 
the Performing Arts. For the last 30 years, al-
most $900,000 in proceeds from Fog Fest 
were given back to the community. 

While Pacifica’s signature event keeps 
growing and evolving with the times, some 
things haven’t changed: Fog Fest is a celebra-
tion of sun, sand, surf and the mythical mist. 

Fog Cutters will always be the cocktail of 
choice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor the 30th anni-
versary of the Pacifica Coast Fog Fest that 
lasts only one sunny weekend in September, 
but benefits the community all year around. 

f 

HONORING MARGARET 
FERNANDEZ 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Margaret Fernandez 
a Community Leader for Hispanic Advance-
ment, Business Development, and one of my 
district’s 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Margaret Fernandez was recognized 
as a 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Margaret was born into a large 
family and raised in the Midwest. She came to 
Yuba-Sutter in 1985 where she studied busi-
ness administration at Yuba Community Col-
lege. A former Marketing Manager, Margaret 
currently works as Branch Operations man-
ager for The Plus Group in Yuba City, a job 
placement agency. There are many moving 
pieces within the Marketing and Managing of 
the Human Resources industry today and it is 
a challenging job that Margaret has enjoyed 
for the past 10 years. 

Whereas, Margaret is the President of the 
Alliance for Hispanic Advancement. As one of 
its founding members, Margaret has organized 
a project, ‘Saber es Poder’ (Knowledge is 
Power) to bring together residents with local, 
state, federal agencies to share and align 
need with services. She also serves on the 
Boards of the Yuba Sutter Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and North Central Counties 
Consortium. 

Whereas, what makes Margaret so special 
is that her passionate commitment is perfectly 
tempered by a kind heart and gentle and re-
spectful demeanor combined with practical, 
progressive action. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Margaret Fernandez. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on June 3, 2015, I travelled to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to attend the fu-
neral of John P. ‘‘Jack’’ Peiffer. For this rea-
son, I missed rollcall vote numbers 274 
through 287 the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF 
U.S. CAPITOL POLICE DETECTIVE 
WILLIAM J. ZIMMERMAN 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate 
the career of U.S. Capitol Police Detective 
William J. Zimmerman, who is retiring in Octo-
ber after thirty-two years with the force. 

Since 1987, Det. Zimmerman has served 
with the Threat Assessment Section, the divi-
sion responsible for investigating threats made 
against Members of Congress, their families, 
or others who receive special protection under 
the law. Det. Zimmerman currently serves as 
the Senior Investigator, playing a lead role in 
identifying threats and keeping Members of 
Congress safe as they serve this nation. 

When an individual or group contacts a 
Member’s office in a suspicious way, it is up 
to Threat Assessment Section investigators 
like Det. Zimmerman to assess whether a 
danger is present. As a longtime veteran of 
the process, Det. Zimmerman has helped es-
tablish threat assessment and management 
programs for other law enforcement services 
across the United States and in the United 
Kingdom as well. He has conducted training 
for House and Senate staff on security aware-
ness and spoken at conferences around the 
country to share best practices. 

Det. Zimmerman served as the first Presi-
dent of the Washington D.C. chapter of the 
Association of Threat Assessment Profes-
sionals and holds that position today. In 2004, 
he became the inaugural recipient of the As-
sociation’s distinguished Meritorious Service 
Award for his work and leadership in the field. 

The U.S. Capitol Police play an extraor-
dinarily important and often-overlooked role in 
the functioning of our nation’s democracy. 
Without the safe and secure space they pro-
vide, lawmakers would be unable to conduct 
the American people’s work and carry out our 
functions under the Constitution. All of us who 
serve in Congress hold the U.S. Capitol Police 
and its personnel in high esteem, and we are 
grateful for those who put on its uniform every 
day. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in thank-
ing Det. William J. Zimmerman for his more- 
than three decades of service to the U.S. Cap-
itol Police, to the Congress of the United 
States, and to our nation. I wish him all the 
best in his retirement. 

f 

HONORING MARIE SPOONER 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Marie Spooner for a 
lifetime of community giving, and as one of my 
district’s 2015 Women of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Marie Spooner was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Marie Spooner is a homemaker 
from Williams. Having lived through the Great 
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Depression and World War II, Marie was 
taught how to take care of and make do with 
what you have and to share with others, 
whether it be feast or famine. Marie has ap-
plied that life lesson throughout her entire life. 

Whereas, whenever Marie has come across 
anyone in trouble, she has not turned her 
back but done what she could. She has fed 
countless children over the years and offered 
safe shelter to those who needed it. She has 
humbly and quietly opened her home and 
heart to strangers. 

Whereas, as a skilled baker, Marie’s locally 
renowned home baked pies have generated 
thousands of dollars for local charity in Glenn 
and Colusa counties. Marie’s most famous pie 
sold at auction for $4,000. The Buyer then 
sold the slices and collected an additional 
$1,000 for a grand total of $5,000 that a local 
family desperately needed for medical bills. 
When Marie discovered that the Buyer did not 
keep a piece of pie for himself, she baked him 
another. 

Whereas, Marie, at 94 years old, is truly an 
amazing woman and has yet to decline a bak-
ing request for a worthy cause. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Marie Spooner. 

f 

PYXERA GLOBAL’S 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating PYXERA Global, headquar-
tered in Washington, D.C., on its 25th anniver-
sary, and for its work to improve lives and 
build capacity of individuals and institutions 
around the world. 

On January 1, 1990, President George H.W. 
Bush announced the formation of the Citizens 
Democracy Corps (CDC), created by execu-
tive order after the fall of the Berlin Wall. A 
New Vision for Global Engagement was 
launched. Americans wanted to help in East-
ern Europe and the former Soviet Union to 
strengthen the foundations of free society. 
CDC sent American business professionals 
who volunteered their expertise to support the 
transition to a market economy and promote 
international understanding. The Corporate 
Assistance Program established an innovative 
approach wherein United States corporations 
provided free technical and business assist-
ance to enterprises and institutions. These 
programs had a lasting and positive impact in 
Eastern Europe and the countries of the 
former Soviet Union. In 1991, the Citizens Vol-
unteer Program was launched. This program 
sent advisors to work with local municipal gov-
ernments, nonprofits, and institutions of higher 
education. In 1995, CDC launched its first 
Local Content Development program in Rus-
sia, in which small and medium enterprises 
gained the capabilities to supply the rapidly 
expanding oil and gas industry, creating new 
jobs and mutually profitable, sustainable enter-
prises. The Enterprise and Economic Develop-
ment Program was created, operating out of 
key cities to support local business develop-
ment. 

In 2000, the MBA Enterprise Corps joined 
the organization, and in 2002 the name 
changed to Citizens Development Corps, and 
later, CDC Development Solutions (CDS) with 
the inclusion of MBAs Without Borders. A 
landmark pro bono program for corporate em-
ployees was pioneered by IBM with CDS in 
2008 with teams in Romania, Ghana, and 
Tanzania. The IBM Corporate Service Corps 
became a new model of global leadership de-
velopment and corporate social responsibility. 
Following the publication of the Harvard Case 
Study, IBM: The Corporate Service Corps, 
CDS hosted the First International Corporate 
Volunteerism Conference, and IBM, USAID, 
and CDC Development Solutions formed the 
Center for Excellence in International Cor-
porate Volunteerism. Today, more than 30 
major companies send employees into under-
served communities to build capability and ca-
pacity through skills-based volunteerism. 

In 2012, the U.S. Center for Citizen Diplo-
macy (USCCD) became part of CDS, and with 
their expanded mission, the organization 
adopted a new name in 2013, PYXERA Glob-
al. 

Today, PYXERA Global takes pride in the 
solutions that have inspired, enriched, and en-
dured for a quarter century in more than 90 
countries. They continue to facilitate 
groundbreaking partnerships between the pub-
lic, private, and social sectors in dozens of 
countries, reinventing international develop-
ment through purposeful global engagement to 
address the world’s most pressing challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 25th anni-
versary of PYXERA Global and its work en-
riching lives and livelihoods inclusively and 
sustainably. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RAY AND CHARLOTTE 
NEWBERG 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ray and 
Charlotte Newberg of Clarinda, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 60th wedding 
anniversary. 

Ray and Charlotte’s lifelong commitment to 
each other, their children, Kevin and Ken, their 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren truly 
embodies Iowa values. I commend this great 
couple on their 60th year together and I wish 
them many more. I know my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating them on this momen-
tous occasion. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF NAVAL SUPPORT 
FACILITY INDIAN HEAD 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on September 
26, 2015, people throughout Maryland and the 
Fifth District will celebrate the 125th anniver-

sary of the founding of the Naval Support Fa-
cility Indian Head and the unique role it has 
played in strengthening our national security 
and growing the local community. 

The facility traces its beginnings to Assistant 
Naval Constructor Robert Brooke Dashiell, a 
graduate of the Naval Academy in Annapolis 
who was dispatched by the Bureau of Ord-
nance to build a testing ground to support 
America’s growing naval power at the turn of 
the century. Opened in 1890 as the Naval 
Proving Ground, NSF Indian Head was the 
Navy’s first installation in Southern Maryland, 
beginning a long tradition in the region. 
Throughout its history, NSF Indian Head has 
been the site of development and testing for 
some of the most important weapons in the 
Navy’s arsenal. Some of the world’s most 
powerful rockets were created there, along 
with technologies used in pilots’ ejection seats 
and life-saving armor. 

Today, NSF Indian Head is home to several 
Navy tenants, including the Indian Head Divi-
sion of the Naval Surface Warfare Center; the 
Marine Corps Chemical, Biological Incident 
Response Force; the Joint Interoperability Test 
Center; and the Naval Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal Technology Division. The work these 
tenants carry out at NSF Indian Head is crit-
ical to helping our seamen and Marines con-
duct their missions around the world and to 
ensuring their safety as they do so. I’ve been 
proud to visit NSF Indian Head many times 
over the more than two decades I have rep-
resented the installation and meet with those 
who serve there—as well as to support robust 
funding in Congress for the Navy to continue 
doing great work at NSF Indian Head. 

For 125 years, residents of the Town of In-
dian Head and of Charles County have been 
extraordinary in their support for the men and 
women stationed at NSF Indian Head. Since 
the early part of the twentieth century, the 
town has grown up around the base, and 
communities across Charles County have ben-
efitted from the economic activity that NSF In-
dian Head generates by employing some of 
our nation’s top energetic scientists and engi-
neers. NSF Indian Head continues to be im-
portant not only to our national security but as 
one of the largest employers in Charles Coun-
ty and Southern Maryland. 

I join in congratulating the men and women 
of NSF Indian Head on the facility’s 125th an-
niversary and look forward to continuing to 
work with the Indian Head community to make 
sure the base has every resource it needs to 
carry out its work, which is so critical to our 
national defense. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GARY LAMAR 
‘‘SPARKY’’ REEVES 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a distinguished educator and 
the bulwark of South Georgia Technical Col-
lege, President Gary Lamar ‘‘Sparky’’ Reeves. 
A retirement celebration in honor of President 
Reeves was held on Wednesday, September 
23, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the John M. Pope In-
dustrial Technology Center on the campus in 
Americus, Georgia. 
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A native of Thomaston, Georgia, Mr. 

Reeves worked in the sales industry prior to 
his career at South Georgia Technical Col-
lege. He arrived at the College in 1973 and 
worked in multiple capacities as an instructor, 
supervisor, and Vice President of Economic 
Development. While serving as an instructor, 
he taught accounting, business, and business 
psychology. 

His loyalty and performance spoke volumes, 
resulting in Mr. Reeves’ ultimately being ap-
pointed to serve as President of South Geor-
gia Technical College in 2004. Under his lead-
ership, the college has expanded to offer more 
than 150 associate degrees and increased en-
rollment exponentially, reaching the high mark 
of 4,000 students by 2011. 

His ambitions extended beyond improving 
the academic credentials of the school. Ac-
cordingly, President Reeves strove to improve 
the facilities on campus as well, renovating the 
tennis courts, gymnasium, and the Diesel 
Technology and Automotive Transportation 
buildings. He also oversaw the planting of 
more than 500 stately live oak trees in order 
to beautify the campus. 

Combining his educational background with 
his acute business savvy, President Reeves 
has cultivated business partnerships with in-
dustrial titans, including Georgia Power, John 
Deere, and Kauffman Tire. All this was done 
with an eye toward providing students with 
prime opportunities to delve into the corporate 
world. He has also played a vital role in ar-
ranging scholarships for students by 
partnering with other colleges such as Georgia 
Southwestern State University in Americus, 
Georgia to form a scholarship foundation. 

President Reeves has been recognized and 
commended time and time again for his serv-
ice to his community. He was named as ‘‘Boy 
Scout Distinguished Leader of the Year’’ and 
‘‘Americus and Sumter County Volunteer of 
the Year,’’ among many other accolades. In 
addition, President Reeves will be the first sit-
ting technical college president to be granted 
the distinction of ‘‘President Emeritus.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing an esteemed educator and 
principled leader, President Gary Lamar 
‘‘Sparky’’ Reeves. While many will lament 
President Reeves’ retirement, it should be 
noted, however, that his long service to the 
College merits a much-deserved rest. Thanks 
to his tireless leadership, and high expecta-
tions for his beloved College, President 
Sparky Reeves will leave an unparalleled leg-
acy at South Georgia Technical College from 
which countless generations will benefit. May 
God continue to bless Sparky Reeves and his 
family as he transitions to the next chapter of 
his remarkable life. 

f 

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL 
VOTER REGISTRATION DAY 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate National Voter Registration 
Day, which, since 2012, has been observed 
annually on September 22 and is intended to 
increase awareness of voter registration op-
portunities, promote civic engagement, and 
celebrate democracy. 

National Voter Registration Day, which start-
ed in 2012 was designed to create an annual 
moment when the entire nation focuses on 
registering Americans to exercise their most 
basic right—the right to vote. 

In his address to the nation before signing 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, President Lyn-
don Baines Johnson said: 

Presidents and Congresses, laws and law-
suits can open the doors to the polling places 
and open the doors to the wondrous rewards 
which await the wise use of the ballot. 

But only the individual . . ., and others 
who have been denied the right to vote, can 
really walk through those doors, and can use 
that right, and can transform the vote into 
an instrument of justice and fulfillment. 

In other words, political empowerment— 
and the justice, opportunity, inclusion, and ful-
fillment it provides—comes not from the right 
to vote but in the exercise of that right. 

And that means it is the civic obligation of 
every citizen to vote in every election, state 
and local as well as federal. 

But before one can exercise the right to 
vote, he or she must first register. 

Mr. Speaker, everyday approximately 
12,000 Americans turn 18 and by 2016, more 
than 8 million young people will be eligible to 
vote. 

This cohort, better known as the Millennial 
Generation, comprises approximately one-third 
of the voting age population. 

The 93 million member Millennial Genera-
tion is the largest in the history of the United 
States, surpassing the post-World War II Baby 
Boomers. 

The Millennial Generation also is the most 
diverse because nearly half of all Millennials 
(43%) come from communities of color. 

Mr. Speaker, next year, in 2016, and for the 
first time ever, persons of color and young 
people have the potential of comprising more 
than half of the electorate, which means that 
we could have the most diverse national elec-
torate in history. 

Young people are the future of the nation so 
it is only right that they become more active 
and engaged in the process of electing the 
leaders who will make the decisions that 
shape the nation’s future. 

And that means taking the first step of reg-
istering to vote. 

And that is why we observe National Voter 
Registration Day; to increase awareness 
among all Americans, but especially young 
people, of the importance and mechanics of 
registering to vote. 

In every Presidential election since the 
1964, the voter turnout rate for persons aged 
18–29 has lagged behind all other age groups. 

For example, in 2012 almost half (42%) of 
such persons were not registered to vote and 
2014, a whopping 51% were unregistered. 

And only 23% of eligible voters 18–29 actu-
ally voted in 2014. 

Although these registration and turnout rates 
are low, we should not assume that the millen-
nial generation is apathetic or disinterested in 
the public affairs of the nation. 

It is significant that in 2014, 87 percent of 
Millennials made a local, national, or global 
difference by donating money or volunteering 
time with a charitable or social change organi-
zation. 

But Millennials are facing challenges un-
known to the Baby Boomers; they are the first 
generation in modern history to face higher 
levels of unemployment and lower levels of 

wealth and personal income at the same 
stage of their lives. 

Yet, this generation has also observed that 
positive change can result from sound public 
policy and that it makes a difference which of-
ficials are elected to make those policy deci-
sions. 

For example, economic policy decisions 
made during the past six years has led to a 
reduction in unemployment rates from a high 
of 9.8% in 2009 to a low of 5.1%, and the cre-
ation of more than 8.3 million private sector 
jobs. 

Additionally, during the last six years we 
have witnessed policies and actions promoting 
and enhancing equality, diversity, tolerance, 
and inclusion advocated, championed, and im-
plemented by persons elected by voters. 

But it must be remembered that progress 
and positive change happens by choice, not 
by chance. 

In a democratic form of government, partici-
pation is rewarded in the form of responsive-
ness from elected representatives; conversely, 
the interests of non-participators sadly are all 
too often neglected or ignored. 

And it is important that we observe National 
Voter Registration Day so that everyone is 
educated and empowered with the tools to 
make their preferences known, their interests 
considered, and their voices count. 

As President Johnson said: 
The vote is the most powerful instrument 

ever devised by man for breaking down injus-
tice and destroying the terrible walls which 
imprison men because they are different 
from other men. 

In 2008, 6 million Americans did not exer-
cise that power because they missed a reg-
istration deadline or did not know how to reg-
ister to vote. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation works best when all 
voices and all interests are fairly considered 
and that can only happen if all, or nearly all, 
eligible persons register and vote in elections. 

The purpose of National Voter Registration 
Day is help make that happen and that is why 
I urge my colleagues to join in commemo-
rating National Voter Registration Day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORMA THURMAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Norma 
Thurman of Stuart, Iowa, on her retirement 
from the Stuart Herald on September 30, 
2015, after more than 35 years at the local 
paper. 

Norma has dedicated her life to keeping 
people informed on the important issues of the 
day in her town, in the state, and in our coun-
try. She has also worked tirelessly to promote 
her community through events like the Good 
Egg Days annual celebration. It is Iowans like 
Norma that make me proud to represent this 
great state filled with such hard working 
Iowans. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize and 
congratulate Norma on this momentous occa-
sion. I am proud to represent her, her family, 
and Iowans like her in the United States Con-
gress. I know that my colleagues in the United 
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States House of Representatives will join me 
in congratulating Norma on this special day 
and wishing her nothing but continued suc-
cess and happiness as she begins her retire-
ment. 

f 

HONORING MARY JANE GRIEGO 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Mary Jane Griego a 
county supervisor for Olivehurst, and one of 
my district’s 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Mary Jane Griego was recognized as 
a 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Mary Jane Griego is a Yuba 
County Supervisor and has served continu-
ously since 2000. Following the devastating 
levee breaches of 1986 and 1997, securing 
flood and levee protection for her Olivehurst 
residents has been of paramount importance, 
and Mary Jane has been a tireless advocate. 
She created the Three Rivers Levee Improve-
ment Authority (TRLIA), which received an 
Outstanding Engineering award for Flood Con-
trol in 2009 from the American Society of Civil 
Engineers. Mary Jane has also served on the 
Sacramento Area Council of Governments 
(SACOG), First 5 Yuba Commission, Feather 
River Air Quality Management, Yuba County 
Local Agency Formation Commission, Yuba 
Sutter Transit Authority, and Yuba County 
Water Agency. 

Whereas, Mary Jane is the owner of Duke’s 
Diner, a popular eatery seated in the heart of 
Olivehurst known for its infamous chili and 
homemade biscuits. It is a family business 
started by Mary Jane’s father Duke many 
years ago. Together, they worked side-by-side 
until his recent passing. 

Whereas, the daughter of cotton farmers, 
Mary Jane’s philosophy is that there is nothing 
that cannot be accomplished as long as you 
work hard and produce results. Mary Jane is 
no stranger to either. Her day begins at 4am 
with the opening of the restaurant and food 
preparation and managerial duties. She then 
powers through the remainder of her day and 
on into the evening as County Supervisor. 
Mary Jane’s hard work and results are evi-
dence of her deep commitment to community 
and family. To quote her late father Duke, 
‘‘The proof is in the pudding.’’ 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Mary Jane Griego. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THOMAS W. LUCE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Mr. Thomas 
W. Luce, who has been instrumental in edu-
cation reform in Texas. Southern Methodist 
University will soon announce a $1.75 million 

gift from Sarah Fullinwider Perot and Ross 
Perot, Jr. to inaugurate the Thomas W. Luce 
III Centennial Dedman Law Scholars Program. 
Mr. Luce, who earned undergraduate and law 
degrees from SMU, will team up with the dean 
of the Dedman School of Law to select one to 
two Luce Scholars annually. 

Mr. Luce’s role as the chief of staff for the 
Texas Select Committee of Public Education 
in 1984 set him up for a career dedicated to 
closing the achievement gap in education. As 
the founder and CEO of the National Math 
and Science Initiative, Mr. Luce shares my 
passion of STEM education. I have worked 
with Mr. Luce over the years on STEM 
projects and his leadership and resolve have 
moved STEM education issues to the forefront 
of our education policy discussions. 

Aside from his presence in the education 
policy conversation, Mr. Luce is also the 
founding CEO of the Meadows Mental Health 
Policy Institute, a charity that works to improve 
mental health services in Texas. As a non- 
practicing registered psychiatric nurse, I know 
firsthand that our mental health system is in 
crisis. I know that with the presence of Mr. 
Luce, many mental health patients will benefit 
and gain access to the treatment they de-
serve. 

The state of Texas and our nation need 
more individuals like Mr. Luce who are pas-
sionate about issues and work to improve the 
education system. I personally admire Mr. 
Luce for his efforts and look forward to work-
ing with him in the future. 

f 

HONORING PETER VAN KLEEF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the life of Mr. Peter Van Kleef. Known by 
many in the Bay Area as the owner of Café 
Van Kleef, located on Telegraph Avenue in 
Oakland’s Uptown neighborhood, Peter has 
left an undeniable mark on the city of Oakland 
as a trailblazer in the resurgence of Oakland’s 
downtown area. With his passing on Sep-
tember 8, 2015, we honor his life’s work and 
lasting legacy. 

The Van Kleef family immigrated to Oakland 
in 1956 from Rotterdam, Holland. A world trav-
eler, Peter spent many years in countries such 
as France, Morocco, and Thailand. He also 
spent a few years teaching English in Japan. 
When he returned to California after his time 
overseas, Peter opened up the Rio Theatre in 
Rodeo, CA. He returned to Oakland in the 
early 2000’s to open Café Van Kleef. This 
successful venture led many to call Peter a 
pioneer as he opened his café in Oakland’s 
Uptown neighborhood despite many who 
doubted about the area’s potential. Café Van 
Kleef has since become a captivating social 
hub in the downtown Oakland community. 

Peter was known by his patrons and friends 
as a man with a story to tell, as much of the 
artwork he displayed at his establishment 
came partnered with a riveting account of its 
journey to Café Van Kleef. His innovative and 
welcoming spirit led him to make rooted 
friendships in Oakland and the greater San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

Peter was an adventurous spirit and pioneer 
businessman, but above all, he was a loving 

husband, brother and uncle. He is survived by 
his wife Cindy Reeves, his siblings Ron, 
Gerda, Marja, and Florence, and five nieces 
and nephews. 

Peter will forever be remembered as an Up-
town Oakland trailblazer, an art enthusiast, a 
world traveler and a man with many beautiful 
experiences to share. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes the life of an outstanding indi-
vidual and pioneer, Peter Van Kleef. His con-
tributions have truly impacted the Oakland 
business community as well as the lives of his 
family, friends, and patrons. I join all of Mr. 
Van Kleef’s loved ones in celebrating his in-
credible accomplishments and offer my most 
sincere condolences. 

f 

CELEBRATING TOLEDO’S MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. PLAZA TRAIN 
TERMINAL 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 65th anniversary of Toledo’s 
unique train station. Toledo’s Union Terminal, 
now known as the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Plaza, celebrated its 65th year serving Amer-
ica’s rail system on September 22, 2015. 

Toledo’s station is the busiest rail station in 
Ohio. It opened with fanfare just south of 
downtown Toledo in 1950. Envisioned as the 
presentation of the city to the world, Toledo’s 
train terminal was a modern design creatively 
utilizing the glass which put Toledo on the 
world stage. 

As the 20th Century dawned, Toledoans 
clamored for a modern station with a look to-
ward the future, even cheering when the city’s 
train depot caught fire in 1930. However, it 
would be decades before the 1886 Victorian 
structure would be replaced. Following WWII 
railroads again turned toward infrastructure im-
provements, including the Toledo station. 

As Amtrak describes in its Great American 
Stations, ‘‘Upon its opening in September 
1950, Toledo Union Station was hailed in the 
New York Times as the ‘‘$5,000,000 Dream of 
40 Years,’’ and a week of events was planned 
to celebrate the new building. Admiral Chester 
Nimitz, commander-in-chief of the combined 
American forces in the Pacific during World 
War II, was invited as the principal speaker. 
Events included a ‘‘Youngster’s Day,’’ a city- 
wide tea party, and ‘‘Glass Day’’ during which 
the city’s glass manufacturers unveiled a 
Vitrolite (an opaque, pigmented glass then 
manufactured by the local Libby Owens Ford 
Company) mural in the building. The highlight 
of the festivities was the opening day parade 
where a model of the old Union Depot was set 
on fire. 

‘‘The station which rose along Emerald Ave 
from 1947 to 1950 was unabashedly modern, 
incorporating restrained Art Deco lines and 
large expanses of glass block in reference to 
the city’s main industry. Commentators ex-
pounded upon the variety of glass used in the 
building, including plate glass, glass block, 
double-glazed and tempered glass. Soon 
enough, the press referred to the station as 
the ‘Palace of Glass.’ ’’ 

In 1995 the Toledo-Lucas County Port Au-
thority purchased Union Terminal from Conrail, 
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which has succeeded New York Central. With 
the help of significant federal investment aug-
mented by a partnership from state and pri-
vate sources, the station underwent a major 
renovation and was renamed Central Union 
Plaza. Amtrak’s history notes that ‘‘The Port 
Authority worked with the State Historic Pres-
ervation Office and the Northwest Ohio His-
toric Preservation Council in order to maintain 
the building’s essential historic design features 
remained intact.’’ Because ‘‘City funding stipu-
lated that one percent of project monies had 
to be used on public art, the Port Authority 
worked with the Arts Commission of Greater 
Toledo to add contemporary sculptures to the 
grounds to enhance its function as a vital 
piece of the public realm.’’ 

In 2001, the station was renamed in honor 
of eminent civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King, Jr. It now serves as a modern train sta-
tion through which more than 63,000 travelers 
pass each year. It will soon add bus service 
as it grows into a greater multimodal transpor-
tation hub linking rail and bus, as well as prox-
imity to waterborne vessels. 

Historically, the Toledo passenger rail center 
has anchored northwest Ohio along the well- 
established east-west Chicago-Cleveland 
freight and passenger rail route so vital to the 
economy of the region and northern Ohio. 
Meeting the needs of the future for this region 
will require the recognition that modernization 
of this rail corridor is essential to future com-
merce including separation of freight and pas-
senger service to make both more efficient. 

I am honored this week to join with the com-
munity of Toledo, Ohio in celebrating the anni-
versary of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Plaza, a 
jewel in our city born of an era when trains 
were a modern marvel of transportation and 
traveling toward a future which meets the 
needs of travels in the 21st Century and be-
yond. 

f 

HONORING NORMA MONTNA 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Norma Montna a life-
time advocate for persons with disabilities, and 
one of my district’s 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Norma Montna was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Norma Montna married her high 
school sweetheart Larry and in 1961, gave 
birth to their only child, Butchie. Butchie was 
born with Down’s Syndrome and is the inspira-
tion behind Norma’s lifelong mission to help 
others with disabilities. Her work includes of-
fering peer support to families of children with 
special needs and active board membership 
with many of the agencies that provide edu-
cational and support services such as Easter 
Seals, Special Olympics, Yuba Sutter Mercy 
Guild, Kiwanis Family House, Gateway 
Project, Sutter County Board of Education, CA 
State Area Board for Developmentally Dis-
abled, and Yuba Sutter Association for the Re-
tarded. 

Whereas, in 1979, a community pool offer-
ing therapeutic warm water therapy for those 

with disabilities at no cost was established in 
memory of Butchie Montna. Butchie’s Pool is 
unique and the only pool of its kind in the 
Yuba-Sutter area. The pool today serves a 
large number of area Seniors suffering from 
age-related disabling conditions at minimal 
cost and provides relief to over 1,500 individ-
uals annually. 

Whereas, Norma, who still serves on the 
pool’s Board of Directors, has poured her 
heart and soul into keeping this haven of love, 
fun, and physical support open and alive for 
40 years. 

Whereas, ‘‘The pool was an idea we 
thought of after we lost Butchie, because he 
loved the water. He’d have been here every 
day,’’ explains Norma, who fondly refers to 
former friends of Butchie’s who still attend the 
pool as her ‘kids’. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Norma Montna. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. RON SHANE 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Ron Shane, a career technical 
teacher at Central Union High School in El 
Centro, CA, for his commitment to the edu-
cation and training of his students. I would like 
to congratulate him on receiving the ASE In-
dustry Alliance Instructor Recognition Award 
for his long trajectory of commitment and ex-
cellence. 

Since 1991, Mr. Shane has been teaching 
his students to the best of his abilities. Mr. 
Shane stands out as an exceptional teacher, 
always striving to push his students. He instills 
in them an attitude to never be complacent 
and always work towards improving them-
selves. 

Mr. Shane is an inspiration for all educators 
who seek to improve not only themselves but 
also the instruction that they provide to their 
students. On behalf of California’s 51st Con-
gressional District, I would like to thank Mr. 
Shane for his determination to give his stu-
dents the best education possible. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE OVERHOLTZER 
FAMILY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Overholtzer Family of Southwest Iowa, who 
celebrated their family’s 92nd family reunion 
on August 2, 2015. 

The Overholtzers will assemble in Tingley, 
Iowa in Ringgold County to celebrate the fam-
ily tradition as they have continued to do for 
the past 92 years. Four Overholtzer brothers 
settled in the Grand River area of Decatur 
County, Iowa in the 1870s. David 
Overholtzer’s daughter, Olivia, is the 6th gen-
eration of Overholtzers to live in Iowa. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Overholtzer 
Family for 92 years of tradition and commit-
ment to their family. What a fantastic preser-
vation of family history. I am proud to rep-
resent them in the United States Congress 
and I know that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives will join me 
in congratulating the Overholtzer Family and 
wishing them nothing but continued success. 

f 

THE LASKER-DEBAKEY AWARD 
COMES HOME TO MD ANDERSON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the nation’s 
highest honor for clinical research, the Lasker- 
DeBakey Award, was recently awarded to Jim 
Allison, Ph.D., chair of Immunology at The 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. 

Dr. Allison has invented a completely new 
way to strike cancer. He has found a way to 
unlock the shackles of an immune system, 
freeing T cells to fight tumor cells. This dis-
covery opens up brand new and very effective 
ways to treat cancer. 

A drug developed from this research was 
the first to increase survival of patients with 
late-stage melanoma and produced previously 
unheard of survival rates of up to 10 years. 

The drug, marketed as Yervoy, was ap-
proved by the FDA in 2001 and has been 
used to treat 59,000 people. 

In addition, during his time leading the im-
munology department at MD Anderson, Dr. Al-
lison has established a cancer immunotherapy 
platform. This platform, a combination of ex-
pertise and infrastructure, brings together sci-
entists and clinicians to better understand and 
advance cancer immunotherapy. 

This prestigious award honoring major 
achievements in basic science, clinical re-
search, and public service around the world is 
rightly bestowed on Dr. Allison, as he has 
paved the way to extend the survival of cur-
rent cancer patients and ultimately cure some 
types of cancer. 

Texas is proud to be home to such innova-
tive and groundbreaking work happening at 
MD Anderson. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE DALLAS COALI-
TION FOR HUNGER SOLUTIONS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize the Dal-
las Coalition for Hunger Solutions for hosting 
their Fourth Annual Dallas Hunger Summit. As 
the Chair of the Dallas Coalition for Hunger 
Solutions, I hold a strong passion for helping 
the families in my district overcome the obsta-
cles and challenges they face. I’m very 
pleased to again be working with the Coalition 
to organize this important event. The theme of 
this year’s Summit is Roots, Growth and Har-
vest. 
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First, we explore the roots of hunger and 

renew our commitment to tackling this urgent 
problem. Hunger and food insecurity are ob-
stacles that no family, no child, and no senior 
should have to confront. More than 477,000 
people in Dallas County are food insecure, in-
cluding over 172,000 children. In Congress, I 
have been a steadfast supporter of anti-hun-
ger programs. I cannot over-emphasize the 
importance of preserving nutrition programs 
such as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), the Emergency Food Assist-
ance Program (TEFAP), and the Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children (WIC). 

Often, I remind my colleagues that 95% of 
SNAP funding goes directly to families to pur-
chase food. For many of these at-risk popu-
lations, SNAP is the sole form of income as-
sistance they receive and is a powerful anec-
dote to extreme poverty. Tens of millions of 
people rely on federal nutrition programs to 
feed their families and help make ends meet. 
When we know that nutrition programs not 
only help struggling families, but also generate 
economic activity, we must support these as-
sistance programs. 

At last year’s Summit, we came together to 
learn, share about our successes and chal-
lenge ourselves to do more. This past year we 
have seen a fantastic growth in partnerships 
as many of you lent your time, passion and 
expertise to the work of the Coalition and its 
five Action Teams. I’m glad to share just a few 
of the great things that have been accom-
plished this year. First, the Child Hunger Ac-
tion Team continued to partner with DISD to 
expand the number of schools that served 
suppers during afterschool programs—growing 
participation from 28 in 2013 to over 160 
today. Second, the Faith Community Action 
Team organized 15 congregations and min-
istries to jointly provide vegetable gardens to 
190 families across the County, many of them 
growing their own food for the very first time. 
Third, the Senior Hunger Action Team has 
begun implementing collaborative pilot initia-
tives to increase the number of seniors with 
access to SNAP benefits and to increase par-
ticipation in senior congregate meal programs. 
This is vital as we owe it to our seniors to 
make sure they have the food they need to be 
healthy. Fourth, the Urban Agriculture Action 
Team achieved a great victory in spurring the 
City of Dallas to amend zoning ordinances to 
allow sales from urban gardens, which will 
both increase access to healthy food, and 
spur jobs and economic development. Lastly, 
the Neighborhood Organizing Action Team 
successfully launched a new, resident-led 
community organization called Empowering 
Oak Cliff, which is engaging community mem-
bers in southern Oak Cliff in leading a holistic 
campaign for neighborhood revitalization, in-
cluding ensuring that the many seniors in the 
community have access to healthy food. 

Thanks so much to all of you that have 
been part of making these achievements pos-
sible. It is amazing what can be accomplished 
when we work together. Thank you to all of 
the participants and especially to the Dallas 
Coalition for Hunger Solutions for your com-
mitment to this cause. 

WELCOMING HIS HOLINESS, POPE 
FRANCIS, TO THE UNITED 
STATES AND EMBRACING HIS 
MESSAGE OF HOPE, HEALING, 
AND RECONCILIATION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the constituents of the Eighteenth Congres-
sional District, I rise to express joy and appre-
ciation on the occasion of the historic visit to 
the United States by His Holiness, Pope 
Francis. 

I am deeply honored to have participated in 
the historic arrival ceremony at the White 
House welcoming His Holiness, the spiritual 
leader of 70 million Catholic Americans and 
1.2 billion Catholics worldwide. 

I wish to thank President Obama for his gra-
cious welcoming remarks on behalf of the 
American people which conveyed to Pope 
Francis and the world what is best about our 
nation. 

I especially appreciate Pope Francis’s mes-
sage of hope, healing, and reconciliation 
which inspires us all to do more ‘‘to care for 
the least of these,’’ to be good stewards of the 
earth, and to work for peace. 

Mr. Speaker, the messages of President 
Obama and Pope Francis affirm the value and 
good works performed daily by Catholic orga-
nizations and charities in the United States, in-
cluding those in my congressional district rep-
resented by the many advocates for social jus-
tice who accepted by invitation and made the 
pilgrimage from Houston to Washington, D.C. 
to bear witness to this historic and joyful occa-
sion. 

I am pleased that my office was able to ex-
tend invitations to many organizations and 
Galveston-Houston Archdiocese churches 
from my congressional district to come to 
Washington, D.C. to salute His Holiness. 

Among them are the Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, St. Francis Assisi Catho-
lic Church, St. Monica Catholic Church, Our 
Mother of Mercy Catholic Church, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Church, and a number of 
Houston’s Wounded Warriors. 

I am also pleased that Deacon Sam Dun-
ning, the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston’s 
Director of the Office of Justice and Peace, 
was able to join me in celebrating the pontiff’s 
visit, as were students and staff from St. Pius 
X High School, members of the Idbo Catholic 
Community, and World Harvest Outreach. 

In his moving remarks today, Pope Francis 
reminded us that ‘‘the Creator does not aban-
don us’’ and that we ‘‘still have time to make 
the change needed to bring about a sustain-
able and integral development.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, every day in communities 
across America and around the world, Catho-
lic organizations and agencies can be found 
doing the Lord’s work of caring for the poor, 
the sick, the needy, the aged, the helpless, 
the lost and hopeless. 

We see the fruits of this work in the sanc-
tuary found by women fleeing from domestic 
violence, in the reunification of families sepa-
rated by natural disasters, in the shelter found 
by a homeless wounded warrior suffering from 
PTSD, and the love and support given the 
child of undocumented immigrants who seek 

only the chance to make a better life for them-
selves and their family in a land that has al-
ways been the most welcoming nation on 
earth. 

Mr. Speaker, the good works of the Catholic 
Church are on display daily in my congres-
sional district where agencies and organiza-
tions supported by Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Galveston/Houston take to 
heart the biblical injunction that we are our 
brother’s keeper. 

Ten years ago, for example, Hurricane 
Katrina forced thousands of people to flee 
New Orleans and relocate to Houston. 

Among these persons were an adoption 
specialist for Catholic Charities in New Orle-
ans, one of the birthmothers she was working 
with, and the adoptive family the birthmothers 
had just chosen for her baby. 

With phone lines down and no communica-
tion between them, the adoption was sure to 
fall through, but somehow they found each 
other in Houston and the adoption was put 
back on track. 

The Lord works in mysterious ways indeed. 
The day following the flood that struck the 

Houston area this past Memorial Day, staff 
members of Catholic Charities of the Gal-
veston-Houston Archdiocese were out in the 
field assessing the needs of their senior cit-
izen clients, one of whom was 74-year old 
Minthia Terry. 

Ms. Terry survived the flood but her house 
was severely damaged; thanks to Catholic 
Charities her damaged house was restored 
and she is able to live safe and secure in the 
home she worked so hard to acquire. 

The Lotus Project is a program of Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Galveston- 
Houston that helps homeless female veterans 
rebuild their lives. 

I am thankful for the Lotus Project, and so 
is a woman named Yolanda. 

Yolanda served her country honorably in the 
Armed Forces but her three-year tour of duty 
left her with emotional scars that still affect her 
today. 

She was a victim of verbal abuse by an offi-
cer, which escalated to physical violence, and 
then to sexual assault. 

After reporting the abuse, violence and as-
sault she had suffered, she underwent psy-
chological counseling and was subsequently 
honorably discharged. 

But the emotional and psychic scars result-
ing from her traumatic experience did not dis-
appear after her separation from the military. 

To combat them and cope with the pressure 
of caring for her two young sons, Yolanda 
turned to drugs and alcohol, and committed 
offenses that landed her in prison. 

During her third stint in prison, Yolanda re-
newed her relationship with God and dedi-
cated herself to a new life, but she needed 
help to get there. 

When the Lotus Project helped her get an 
apartment under her own name, she cried; 
then with the help and support of the Lotus 
Project she went about the business of fur-
thering her education so she can support her 
family and be a positive role model for her 
children. 

Mr. Speaker, a woman named Esmerelda 
was living in a rapidly deteriorating situation. 

When she became a victim of domestic vio-
lence, she knew she had to leave. 

But because her immigration paperwork was 
not in order, she did not believe it would be 
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safe to turn to law enforcement authorities for 
help. 

Thankfully, she was able to turn to Catholic 
Charities who helped her secure safe housing, 
assisted her in applying for an adjustment of 
her immigration status, and helped her secure 
employment at a full-time job that support her 
and her daughter. 

These are but a few of the countless mir-
acles of hope and healing that Catholic organi-
zations and agencies work every day and 
which demonstrate, as the Talmud teaches, 
that ‘‘whosoever saves a life, it is considered 
as if he saved an entire world.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful that Members of 
Congress will receive the hopeful message of 
the first pontiff to address a joint session of 
the Congress of the United States with open 
hearts and in a spirit of goodwill. 

If we do this, I am confident we will be able 
to come together and find the common ground 
necessary to address the real problems and 
concerns of the American people such as fix-
ing our broken immigration system, making 
college affordable, reducing the economic dis-
parities, and reforming the criminal justice sys-
tem. 

In the hopeful message of Pope Francis, we 
are shown the way to grace. 

Mr. Speaker, all Americans are honored by 
the visit to the United States of Pope Francis, 
an amazing servant of humanity and an inspi-
ration to people the world over. 

f 

HONORING PAULA EMIGH 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Paula Emigh a retired 
teacher, and one of my district’s 2015 Woman 
of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Paula Emigh was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Paula Emigh was born and raised 
in Solano County, graduating from Dixon High 
School. As a student, Paula was very involved 
in school activities and believes that her expe-
riences as a student led her to consider a ca-
reer in teaching. When Paula was an under-
graduate at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, she had an internship at a special 
education center in the area, where she was 
first exposed to teaching children with special 
needs. This experience convinced her that her 
future was in special education. 

Whereas, after graduating, Paula began a 
substitute position in Woodland which eventu-
ally led to over 30 years as a special edu-
cation teacher. She was an integral team 
member in the development of the BEST pro-
gram at Freeman Elementary School, helping 
to create a positive school climate for staff, 
students, and families. Because of the incred-
ible work she has done with staff on disability 
awareness, Paula was named Woodland Joint 
Unified School District’s 2014 Educator of the 
Year. 

Whereas, in all ways imaginable, Paula 
credits her career as being a team effort. 
Throughout her years teaching, Paula worked 
cooperatively with many paraprofessionals, 

parents, and families. Together they were able 
to prioritize and strategize plans to allow the 
students to grow beyond previous expecta-
tions. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Paula Emigh. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MAYOR REID 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
wish a very happy 90th birthday to Pearland, 
Texas Mayor Tom Reid. 

Mayor Reid has seen a great deal over the 
last 90 years—during his lifetime he’s seen 
humans walk on the moon and the invention 
of the Internet. In his nearly 30 years as 
mayor of Pearland, Mr. Reid has seen his city 
boom in both population and economic 
strength. Mayor Reid is a dedicated mayor 
who has guided Pearland through some tre-
mendous growth. Thank you to Mayor Reid for 
his steadfast leadership of this great city in 
Texas 22. We all wish him many more years 
of health and happiness. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, happy birthday to 
Mayor Tom Reid. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAT MCGINN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Lt. Pat 
McGinn of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on his recent 
retirement from the Pottawattamie County 
Sheriff’s Department, where he completed 31 
years of service. 

Lt. McGinn has worked for the Sheriff’s of-
fice since he was 24 years old, and during his 
tenure he has risen through the ranks within 
the Sheriff’s department. Lt. McGinn has 
worked and supervised road patrol, civil and 
records divisions, technical accident investiga-
tions, K–9 patrol, and uniform patrol. He re-
tired as a Deputy. 

Mr. Speaker, Lt. McGinn has spent his ca-
reer making a difference in his community by 
helping and serving others, and it is with great 
honor that I recognize him today. I know that 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives will join me in honoring his 
accomplishments. I thank him for his service 
to Pottawattamie County and wish him and his 
family all the best moving forward. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
CHARLES ALLEN WATERS, JR. 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
alongside my colleagues, Representative 

COSTA and Representative VALADAO, to recog-
nize the life and valued service of Dr. Charles 
‘‘Charlie’’ Allen Waters, Jr., a distinguished 
military veteran and community advocate who 
passed away on September 3, 2015 in Fres-
no, California. 

Dr. Waters was born on September 17, 
1932 in Norfolk, Virginia. He was the son of 
Naval Officer Charles Allen Waters, Sr. Char-
lie served in the United States Marine Corps 
(USMC) from 1951 to 1958 and fought in the 
Korean War from 1951 to 1952. Charlie re-
ceived many medals and awards for his hon-
orable service in Korea, most recently the Ko-
rean Ambassador for Peace Medal. 

For the past few decades, Charlie made an 
immeasurable impact in Fresno and the great-
er San Joaquin Valley by serving on numer-
ous boards, commissions, and foundations 
supporting veterans, and the community as a 
whole. The opening of the Fresno Veterans 
Home was due in large part to his invaluable 
and tireless efforts. Dr. Waters served as 
President of the Central California Veterans 
Home Support Foundation (CCVHSF), was 
Past Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps 
League Detachment 14, and Commander of 
American Legion Post 4, in addition to his 
many unofficial contributions to other local or-
ganizations. 

A diligent champion of Fresno veterans, Dr. 
Waters once said, ‘‘I have a great affinity for 
anyone who would go into service and volun-
teer their life. So, whatever I can do for my 
comrades, I do.’’ These words speak to his 
deep commitment to service and his inex-
haustible altruism. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that we 
ask our colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to honor the life of Dr. Charlie Waters. 
He will always be remembered as a man of 
great service and dedication. It is our hope 
that his memory will live on through his family, 
the veterans groups he guided and supported 
and we trust that his legacy will live on for 
years to come. 

f 

HONORING PREET DIDBAL 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Preet Didbal a city 
councilwoman for Yuba City, and one of my 
district’s 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Preet Didbal was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, against all odds, Preet Didbal 
made history when she took the oath of office 
December 2, 2014 to become the first Sikh 
American women elected to the Yuba City 
Council. The daughter of farm laborers, Preet 
worked alongside her parents in the peach 
and prune orchards and on the graveyard shift 
at the local cannery during the summer 
months. She was the first in her family to at-
tend and graduate college, earning her Mas-
ter’s degree in Public Administration with a 
concentration in Health Services. She is a 
health care services manager with the Cali-
fornia Department of Corrections. 

Whereas, Preet’s focus as a councilwoman 
is on education, children and public safety. 
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Before her election to the City Council, Preet 
served as a Planning Commissioner for 10 
years. She is an advocate for building a foun-
dation for children of academic, economic and 
social opportunity so that they may thrive. She 
is particularly passionate about empowering 
young girls and women to reach their highest 
potentials. Preet spearheads quarterly Com-
munity Health and Safety forums in collabora-
tion with local police, fire, schools and mental/ 
public health agencies to educate the public. 

Whereas, Preet is also actively involved with 
local Runs to support Girls on the Run, Run 
Drugs out of Town, Hands of Hope Run for 
the Homeless, and Breast Cancer and Alz-
heimer’s Research. She also collects 
backpacks for Western Farm Workers families 
every fall and volunteers for Back to School 
shopping with the Sutter-Yuba Association of 
Realtors to support low-income families and 
children. Preet’s personal devotion rests in a 
desire to give back to the community that has 
given her so much. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Preet Didbal. 

f 

HONOR THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF LANGHORNE MANOR BOROUGH 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, heartiest 
congratulations to my friends and neighbors 
on the 125th anniversary of Langhorne Manor 
Borough, which is notable for its role in the 
history of Bucks County, as well as the mod-
ern sense of community maintained one gen-
eration after another. A small group of inves-
tors, called the Langhorne Improvement Com-
pany, purchased 800 acres—attracted by the 
open, country setting and the nearby 
Boundbrook Railroad. The newly founded bor-
ough was named for the area’s first land-
owners, the Langhornes’. Government and 
community leaders of this thriving, small bor-
ough cherish their history and remain dedi-
cated to maintaining a quiet community nes-
tled in the bustle of Lower Bucks County. The 
borough is home to the former Langhorne 
Manor School, a one-room schoolhouse listed, 
in 2008, on the National Register of Historic 
Places. In 1959, it was sold and converted to 
the borough hall, which is the present-day 
seat of government. Again, congratulations on 
this historic milestone and best wishes for the 
future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF OUR LADY QUEEN OF 
THE MOST HOLY ROSARY CA-
THEDRAL 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the centennial anniversary of Our 
Lady Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathe-
dral in Toledo, Ohio. The parish and Toledo 

Diocese celebrated this milestone on August 
28, 2015. 

According to diocesan records, the Cathe-
dral Chapel Parish was established on March 
7, 1915, with the Most Reverend Bishop Jo-
seph Schrembs named as pastor. Previous to 
that date, from the time the Diocese was es-
tablished in April of 1910, St. Francis de Sales 
Church served as the cathedral. Shortly there-
after, land was purchased nearby on 
Collingwood Avenue and a Chancery, resi-
dence and school were built on the property in 
the ensuing years with completion in early 
1915. Originally sponsoring both grade school 
and high school, the parish school soon grew 
too big. In 1920, Central Catholic High School 
was established, with most of its students 
coming from the Cathedral School. 

After a storm delivered substantial damage 
to the building in 1920, it was determined a 
new church would be built. The plans were 
developed in 1922. Its original architect and 
the man who would complete his design envi-
sioned a cathedral such as those built in Eu-
rope’s Middle Ages and mirrored aspects of 
the cathedral in Toledo, Ohio’s sister city of 
Toledo, Spain. Thus, Toledo’s Catholic Cathe-
dral is unique: there is no other cathedral in 
the Plateresque style quite like Toledo’s. 
Plateresque is a romantic style developed in 
16th Century Spain and Toledo’s cathedral 
combined the Plateresque style with Roman-
esque and Saracan architecture for a structure 
that stands alone in style and beauty. 

The Cathedral is truly an architectural won-
der and treasure. Soaring above its Spanish 
style roof are twin towers Peter and Paul. Our 
Lady is carved out of a single block of lime-
stone and is above the doorway. A window 
above the statue of Our Lady illustrates 
scenes from her life. The window was made 
possible by the pennies donated from the chil-
dren in the Diocese. Other statuary depicting 
biblical scenes surround. The sanctuary fea-
tures beautiful frescoes, murals and mosaics 
depicting stories and people from the Bible, 
the life of the Holy Family and the history of 
the church. The Cathedral is home to a grand 
pipe organ which was the culmination of the 
career of its creator, the famed Ernest Skin-
ner. The pipe organ’s sister resides in the 
Peristyle concert hall at the Toledo Museum of 
Art, home of the Toledo Symphony. 

The Cathedral’s cornerstone was laid on 
Sunday June 27, 1926. Sufficiently completed 
to begin services, the building was opened in 
1931. Work on the structure continued until 
completion in 1940. A joyous two day celebra-
tion and consecration was finally held on Oc-
tober 1 and 2, 1940. 

The Cathedral parish and school grew 
through the 1960s, but as Toledo’s population 
moved to the suburbs and new parishes were 
established, the central city Cathedral parish 
and school saw a decline in families enrolled. 
Beginning in 1976, the Cathedral was to un-
dergo extensive renovations to comply with 
the changes to the Mass brought by Vatican 
II. The renovations did not detract from the 
original design and the church was rededi-
cated on September 18, 1979. In 2000, res-
toration was completed to remove the dec-
ades from the interior of the church and re-
store it to its early brilliance. 

The spiritual home of Toledo area Catholics, 
the cathedral serves as the mother church of 
the Diocese’s parishes. Though its home par-
ish is smaller now, Catholics from throughout 

the city and its suburbs see the Cathedral as 
their own, celebrating Baptisms, First Com-
munions, Confirmations, Marriages and Req-
uiem Masses. Priests are ordained at the Ca-
thedral and special Masses are celebrated 
through the year. In tradition harkening back 
to the days they were part of the original par-
ish school, the students of Central Catholic 
High School walk in procession for a yearly 
Mass. 

Though soaring vaulted ceilings, beautiful 
works of art, statuary, bell towers, giant wood 
doors and marble floors and ancient pews on 
which thousands have gathered over the 
years to celebrate Mass make the Cathedral a 
grand and glorious house of worship, at the 
same time it is intimate and peaceful. The 
faithful can always hear that ‘‘still, small voice’’ 
even among the grandeur. More important 
than the structure, though, are the people. We 
reflect on the early founders, those whose 
hopes, dreams and labors brought forth our 
stunning Cathedral, and in the present day we 
stand in solidarity with them. I was pleased to 
join in the celebration recognizing 100 years of 
faith in Our Lady Queen of the Most Holy Ro-
sary Cathedral. Through our cherished Cathe-
dral, we are one. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on Fri-
day, September 18, 2015, I was attending a 
family funeral and thus missed roll call votes 
Numbers 504, 505, and 506. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on Number 
504 and ‘‘yea’’ on Numbers 505 and 506. 

f 

HONORING SUSAN YOUNG 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Susan Young an Ed-
ucator, Agriculture Advocate, and one of my 
district’s 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Susan Young was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Susan Young is and has been an 
Agriculture teacher at Sutter Union High 
School for the past 35 years. She and her 
husband live in Live Oak and farm in Meridian. 

Whereas, during Susan’s tenure at Sutter 
Union High School, she has served as a Fu-
ture Farmers of America Advisor and has 
been involved in numerous activities pro-
moting agriculture in the Yuba/Sutter area and 
at state, national, and international levels. 

Whereas, Susan is actively involved in the 
American Boer Goat Association, Northern 
California Meat Goat Association, and the 
Morgan Horse Association. Her participation 
on the Yuba-Sutter Livestock Committee and 
Youth in Ag has helped support and promote 
our region. 
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Whereas, Susan has positively impacted 

countless young people throughout her long 
career as an outstanding teacher, mentor, and 
role model. She has instilled the values of 
hard work, dedication, and love of agriculture 
to all who have surrounded her. Her gift is her 
ability to reach students from all walks of life 
and motivate them to do their best. 

Resolved, That I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Susan Young. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, on September 
18, 2015 I was unavoidably detained during a 
series of Roll Call votes. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘NAY’’ on Roll Call num-
ber 504 the Motion to recommit H.R. 3134 
with instructions. I would have voted ‘‘YEA’’ on 
Roll Call number 505 Passage of H.R. 3134 
the Defund Planned Parenthood Act, and Roll 
Call number 506 Passage of H.R. 3504 Pas-
sage of the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Pro-
tect Act. 

f 

OUTSTANDING TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Leah Bolton for being awarded 
the Brazoria County Business Hall of Fame’s 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award. 

Leah Bolton, a Career and Technology 
teacher at Manvel High School, earned this 
recognition thanks to her efforts to further en-
gage students in career preparation and tech-
nology courses. In her classes, she incor-
porates volunteers from the local Junior 
Achievement organization to help teach her 
students about working in the business sector 
and the community. Her students were even 
selected by Junior Achievement to teach fi-
nancial literacy lessons to younger students at 
local elementary schools. Ms. Bolton gives her 
students great hands-on experience that pre-
pares them to conquer the world. Thank you 
to Ms. Bolton for her leadership, dedication, 
and inspiration. Manvel High School is lucky to 
have you. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Leah Bolton for being named Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE PATTERSON 
FAMILY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Marissa 

and Roy Patterson of Des Moines, Iowa for 
the birth of their new baby girl, Analisea So-
phia. 

In June of 2014 Marissa and Roy married 
and on June 18, 2015 they welcomed a 
healthy, beautiful baby girl into this world. The 
road ahead will not be easy, but it will be filled 
with more joy and happiness than they can 
possibly imagine. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Marissa and 
Roy for their commitment to each other and 
for the birth of their new baby daughter. It is 
an honor to represent families like them in the 
United States Congress. I know my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
will join me in congratulating them for this mo-
mentous occasion and wish their family noth-
ing but continued health and happiness. 

f 

NATIONAL FUTURE FARMERS OF 
AMERICA BAND 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ricky Lerma on his selection to 
play with the National Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) Band. 

Ricky Lerma, a senior at Needville High 
School, is one of only 13 students in Texas to 
be selected to join the Band. FFA is a national 
organization that advances and supports agri-
cultural education. Next month, Ricky and his 
fellow band members will travel to Louisville, 
Kentucky to perform at the 2015 National FFA 
Convention & Expo. We are all proud of 
Ricky’s accomplishment and look forward to 
hearing him perform. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to 
Ricky on this fantastic achievement and best 
of luck in Louisville. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE UNI-
VERSAL PREKINDERGARTEN 
AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDU-
CATION ACT OF 2015 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce a bill similar to a bill I have introduced 
in four previous Congresses, the Universal 
Prekindergarten and Early Childhood Edu-
cation Act of 2015 (Universal Pre-K), to begin 
the process of providing universal prekinder-
garten education in public and public charter 
schools in states that have or plan to phase in 
or are phasing in prekindergarten education 
for three- and four-year-old children. The 
Obama administration and the District of Co-
lumbia have made considerable strides since 
I first introduced this bill, but today’s bill is still 
needed to fill a hole in the ‘‘No Child Left Be-
hind Act,’’ which addresses elementary and 
secondary education but ignores the pre-
kindergarten years, the most critical years for 
children’s brain development. My bill also 
seeks a breakthrough in public education by 
providing the initial funding for states to en-

courage local school districts to add prekinder-
garten for children at three or four years of 
age, as kindergarten programs were for five- 
year-olds, which are now routinely available in 
public schools. The bill would eliminate some 
of the major shortcomings of unevenly avail-
able ‘‘day care’’ and, importantly, would take 
advantage of the safe facilities required in 
public schools. Unless early education be-
comes a necessary part of a child’s education, 
it almost surely will continue to be unavailable 
to the majority of families with children. 

My bill provides federal funds to states, 
which must be matched by at least 20 percent 
of state funds, to establish or expand uni-
versal, voluntary prekindergarten in public and 
public charter schools for three- and four-year- 
olds, regardless of income. The classes, which 
would be full-day and run throughout the en-
tire school year, must be taught by teachers 
who possess equivalent or similar qualifica-
tions to those in other grades in the school. 
The funds would supplement, not supplant, 
other federal funds for early childhood edu-
cation. The unique money-saving aspect of my 
bill is that it uses the existing public school in-
frastructure and trained teachers to make 
early childhood education available to all, and 
save billions of dollars in its implementation. 

The success of Head Start and other pre-
kindergarten programs, combined with new 
scientific evidence concerning the importance 
of brain development in early childhood, vir-
tually mandate the expansion of early child-
hood education to all children today. However, 
early learning programs have been available 
only to the affluent, who can afford them, and 
to low-income families in programs such as 
Head Start, which would be unaffected by my 
bill. My bill provides a practical way to gradu-
ally move to universal, public preschool edu-
cation for the majority of families The goal of 
the bill is to afford the benefits of early child-
hood education to the great majority of the 
American working poor, lower-middle-class 
and middle-class families, most of whom have 
been left out of this essential education for 
their children. 

We cannot afford to continue to allow the 
most fertile years for childhood development 
to pass, only to later wonder why Johnny can’t 
read. The bill responds both to the great 
needs of parents who seek early childhood 
education, as well as to today’s brain science, 
which shows that a child’s brain development 
begins much earlier than had been previously 
understood. 

Considering the staggering cost of day care, 
the inaccessibility of early childhood edu-
cation, and the opportunity that early edu-
cation offers to improve a child’s chances of 
success, schooling for three- and four-year- 
olds is overdue. The absence of viable options 
for working families demands our immediate 
attention. 

My bill reflects what jurisdictions throughout 
the nation increasingly are trying to accom-
plish. The District of Columbia, for example, 
has achieved an extensive integration of early 
childhood education as part of a larger effort 
to improve the D.C. public schools. A recent 
report highlighted the economic benefits of 
early childhood education, emphasizing its role 
in expanding job opportunities and in decreas-
ing the amount of money spent on programs 
to address teen pregnancy, crime, and the 
like. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support the 
legislation. 
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TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN JOSEPH 

OGLE 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of a great American from my home 
state of Illinois, Captain Joseph Ogle. 

Joseph Ogle was born in 1737, raised in 
Frederick County, Maryland and lived near 
what is now Wheeling, West Virginia by 1770. 
Later, he was one of the first to take up the 
standard and volunteer in the fight for our na-
tion’s freedom and independence in the Revo-
lutionary War. 

Captain Ogle’s military career was long and 
proud. From the earliest days of the Revolu-
tion, he served, fighting in the Upper Ohio Val-
ley. Most notably, Captain Ogle served as a 
Commander of Fort Henry, defending that Fort 
during two brutal attacks—one in 1777 and a 
second in 1782. 

But the pioneer spirit burned strongly in 
Captain Ogle. After the Revolutionary War, he 
set out for the West, buoyed by the promise 
of independence and the opportunity for self- 
determination. 

Captain Ogle arrived in Illinois in April, 
1785, settling in what is now Monroe County. 
In 1802, he moved to Ridge Prairie near what 
is now O’Fallon, in St. Clair County, where he 
remained until his death in 1821—at 84 years 
of age. 

From the First Methodist Church in Shiloh, 
which he founded in 1807 and which is still in 
use today—to the Palmier Cemetery, estab-
lished on property donated by Captain Ogle as 
a cemetery for early pioneers—to Ogle Coun-
ty, Illinois, which bears his name, the mark 
Captain Ogle left on the region cannot be ex-
aggerated. 

But perhaps Captain Ogle’s greatest legacy 
is that of his family. A father of nine children, 
Captain Ogle’s descendants, many of whom 
still live in St. Clair and Monroe Counties, Illi-
nois, number in the thousands and have car-
ried on the patriotism and pioneer spirit as 
their birthright. 

It is for these reasons, and more, that a new 
monument will be dedicated to Captain Ogle 
in Shiloh, Illinois. The dedication of this new 
monument is due to the ongoing efforts of his 
descendants in the Ogle & Ogles Family As-
sociation, along with the support of the Belle-
ville Illinois Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and the Louis and the 
Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution. 

We are all indebted to the service, the spirit, 
and the resilience of pioneers like Captain 
Ogle and his fellow New Americans. These 
men and women helped lay the foundation on 
which America was built. I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in recognition of this great 
American and Illinoisan. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHIL AND JANIS 
LUSTGRAAF 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Phil and 

Janis Lustgraaf of Crescent, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 60th wedding anni-
versary. Phil and Janis were married on June 
3, 1955 in North Bend, Nebraska. 

Phil and Janis’ lifelong commitment to each 
other and their children, Cheryl, Mark, Kris, 
and the late Phil Lustgraaf, Jr., along with their 
grandchildren, truly embodies Iowa values. I 
commend this devoted couple on their 60th 
year together and I wish them many more. I 
know my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating them on this momentous occasion. 
I wish them and their family all the best mov-
ing forward. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RICHARD COHEN, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE DISABILITY 
RIGHTS CENTER 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Cohen as he retires 
after more than four decades of professional 
service in the public interest. We are grateful 
for his dedication to protecting the rights of 
people with disabilities. By fighting to ensure 
equal opportunities for all, he improved count-
less lives across the Granite State and be-
yond. 

I want to thank Dick for his leadership and 
great work as Executive Director of the Dis-
ability Rights Center since 2002. He has been 
an invaluable resource to individuals with dis-
abilities and their families in our state. We are 
forever grateful for his extraordinary work to 
strengthen disability rights and our community 
health system. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s Second Congressional District, I thank 
Dick for everything he has done in advocating 
for the most vulnerable in our state. I am hon-
ored to recognize and congratulate Dick on his 
retirement and wish him the best of luck on 
his next steps. 

f 

HONORING TONI SCULLY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Toni Scully a leader 
in agriculture, an Advocate for Fair Farm 
Labor, and one of my district’s 2015 Woman 
of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Toni Scully was recognized as a 2015 
Woman of the year. 

Whereas, a resident of Lake County for over 
40 years, Toni shares in the ownership and 
management of Scully Packing Company 
which packs, stores, ships, and markets pears 
grown by Lake, Sacramento Delta, and 
Mendocino County families. 

Whereas, Toni is a strong advocate for the 
pear industry and farm labor reform. In 1996 
following a revision in the Child Labor Code 

that would have prevented local teens from 
working during the pear season, Toni was the 
driving force behind pulling local leaders and 
the state senate to pass a bill that allowed 
Lake County teens to continue to work the 
harvest. This bill continues to be renewed an-
nually today. 

Whereas, Toni cares deeply for her farm 
workers and their families as evidenced by her 
continuous efforts to educate and work with 
local, state, and federal policy makers. In 
2006, Toni made the front page of the New 
York Times when Lake County and farming 
communities across California were experi-
encing severe labor shortages during harvest. 
A proponent of a reformed Guest Worker pro-
gram to improve the health and safety of mi-
grant workers, Toni worked with U.S. Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN in an attempt to pass the 
AgJobs bill. 

Whereas, Toni continues to advocate for a 
fair farm labor law that will provide agricultural 
employers with the stable, legal labor force 
they need while providing farm workers with 
the health and safety they deserve. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Toni Scully. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
September 16th through September 18th I 
was absent due to activities in my District re-
lated to wildfires and was unable to cast my 
vote for Roll Calls 495 through 506. Had I 
been present I would have voted: 

Roll Call No. 495—YES, H.R. 1214, Na-
tional Forest Small Tracts Act Amendments 
Act of 2015 

Roll Call No. 496—YES, H.R. 1949, Na-
tional Liberty Memorial Clarification Act of 
2015 

Roll Call No. 497—NO, Ordering the Pre-
vious Question 

Roll Call No. 498—NO, Collins of GA Amdt 
Roll Call No. 499—NO, Rule 
Roll Call No. 500—YES, On Motion to Re-

commit with Instructions 
Roll Call No. 501—NO, Passage H.R. 758, 

Lawsuit Abuse Reduction Act 
Roll Call No. 502—NO, Ordering the Pre-

vious Question 
Roll Call No. 503—NO, Rule 
Roll Call No. 504—YES, Motion to Recom-

mit 
Roll Call No. 505—NO, H.R. 3134, Defund 

Planned Parenthood 
Roll Call No. 506—NO, H.R. 3504, Born 

Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act 
f 

REMEMBERING MRS. EVA MARIE 
SILVER JOHNSON 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and remember Mrs. Eva 
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Marie Silver Johnson, a lifelong resident of 
North Carolina and my constituent, who 
passed away on September 16, 2015 at the 
age of 94. 

Mrs. Johnson was the matriarch of the Sil-
ver and Johnson families and is fondly re-
membered as a loving mother who was fully 
devoted to her family, church, and community. 

Mrs. Johnson was born on June 5, 1921, in 
Hollister, North Carolina to Mr. Ben Silver and 
the former-Minnie Burgess. She attended 
Tabron School and Hawkins High School in 
Halifax and Warren Counties. At the age of 
24, she married Mr. Edward Leonard Johnson, 
Jr. and the two raised four children, Mable, 
Alice, Edward, and Delores. 

Mrs. Johnson worked at Eastman High 
School in Enfield, North Carolina for 20 years 
as part of the Halifax County school system’s 
Food Services division. Mrs. Johnson also 
served on the Twin County Rural Health Asso-
ciation’s board of directors and as a 30 year 
member of the American Legion Unit 425 
Women’s Auxiliary in Littleton, North Carolina. 

As the years past, Mrs. Johnson remained 
active by working at the Littleton Senior Cen-
ter in Littleton where she dedicated more than 
a decade of service and fellowship to seniors 
in Halifax and Warren Counties. 

Faith was a cornerstone of Mrs. Johnson’s 
life. She was a lifetime member of Lee’s 
Chapel Baptist Church in Littleton where she 
served in many capacities including as Presi-
dent of the Missionary Circle for over 30 
years, member of the Senior Choir, as well as 
a member of the Pastor’s Aid Club. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues join me in 
honoring the life, work, and memory of Mrs. 
Eva Marie Silver Johnson. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RUTH HUNOLT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ruth Hunolt of Griswold, 
Iowa. Ruth recently received a 2015 Gov-
ernor’s Volunteer Award. She was honored 
with an Individual Volunteer Award by the Of-
fice of the State Long-term Care Ombudsman 
for outstanding commitment and service. 

Individuals selected for this honor have 
gone above and beyond to serve their com-
munity. Ruth sets a high standard for volun-
teers from all walks of life. She is a shining 
example of hard work and dedication. Ruth 
has demonstrated exceptional volunteerism 
and exemplary leadership, creativity and co-
operation. With her service she has left a last-
ing impression on the State of Iowa and in her 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
Ruth for her many years of dedicated and de-
voted volunteer service to the Office of the 
State Long-term Care Ombudsman program. I 
am proud to represent her in the United States 
Congress. I know that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Ruth and wish her and 
her family nothing but the best moving for-
ward. 

RECOGNIZING KATHY BAKER ON 
HER PASSING 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize Katheryn Baker on her sud-
den and tragic passing on September 22, 
2015 at the age of 49. 

Kathy started her career in 1984 at the Pa-
cific Northwest National Laboratory in Wash-
ington. She later joined the Science Applica-
tions International Corporation as business 
manager for energy and the environment. 

In 2001, Kathy commenced a career work-
ing at Lawrence Livermore National Labora-
tory (LLNL). Working tirelessly with passion 
and drive, she quickly worked her way up the 
ranks, serving as business manager for a 
number of departments before being named 
Chief Financial Officer in 2012. 

She was described by those who knew and 
worked with her as a very special person and 
a great friend. Her loss is grieved by her col-
leagues at LLNL, including principally by her 
husband, Jeff Baker, also an employee at the 
lab. 

Kathy, a Washington State University grad-
uate, met her husband, Jeff, when they were 
both attending the university. He sat behind 
her in calculus class, where their friendship 
quickly turned into a lifetime commitment to-
wards one another. 

In the words of her husband, Kathy was the 
most wonderful, caring person anyone had 
ever met. In the words of her colleagues, she 
was seen as a member of their family. 

I want to acknowledge Kathy for her accom-
plishments, and her commitment to country 
and science. I also extend my condolences to 
her family, friends, and the entire lab commu-
nity. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,151,084,928,227.59. We’ve 
added $7,524,207,879,314.51 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. JOSE FLORES 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jose Flores, a civics teacher at 
Brawley Union High School in Brawley, CA, 
for guiding his students to become civic-mind-
ed citizens. I would like to congratulate him on 

receiving the 2015 American Civic Education 
Teacher Award for motivating students to 
learn about the Constitution, Congress and 
public policy. 

For 23 years, Mr. Flores has been teaching 
students about their community by making 
them think critically about water, air, and soil 
quality issues. Jose Flores pushes his stu-
dents to be active and engaged members of 
their communities. Mr. Flores embodies the 
dedication that Imperial Valley teachers pos-
sess to educate their students. 

I would like to recognize Jose Flores for his 
outstanding work collaborating and forming 
partnerships with the local government for his 
students. On behalf of California’s 51st Con-
gressional District, I would like to thank Mr. 
Flores for his commitment to improving his 
students and the community. 

f 

HONORING JOANNE ELLIS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Joanne Ellis, a com-
munity leader, and one of my district’s 2015 
Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Joanne Ellis was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Joanne Ellis is the Executive Di-
rector of the Yuba Sutter Gleaners Food Bank 
and Thrift Store. The Yuba Sutter Gleaners 
Food Bank is the only all-volunteer Food Bank 
in California. In addition to coordinating food 
distributions at 22 sites, scheduling volunteers 
and arranging for deliveries, Joanne manages 
the Emergency Drought Box program author-
ized by Governor Jerry Brown to distribute 
among individuals most affected by the 
drought such as agricultural workers. 

Whereas, Joanne took the initiative to imple-
ment a successful pilot program called ‘Food 
for Thought’ at Park Avenue School in Yuba 
City. The program aims to minimize child hun-
ger over the weekends when children and 
families do not have access to the National 
School Lunch program. It offers students the 
opportunity to take fresh local fruits and vege-
tables and whole grain breads home to pre-
pare and eat over the weekend. With Park Av-
enue Elementary School containing the high-
est poverty levels in the district, the program 
has been very well-received. 

Whereas, Joanne is a member of the Lions 
Club and Yuba-Sutter United Way. Joanne is 
dedicated to helping the neediest in her com-
munity through broad collaborative efforts with 
supporting agencies who conduct cooking 
demonstrations and taste testing for her food 
bank families on a regular basis. Joanne’s 
work is truly a labor of love. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Joanne Ellis. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE OPENING 

OF CALIFORNIA NORTHSTATE 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDI-
CINE 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the opening of the California 
Northstate University College of Medicine 
(CNUCOM). CNUCOM was created by a 
group of doctors, academics and medical pro-
fessionals in order to train a new generation of 
doctors. CNUCOM welcomed their first full 
class of 60 medical students on September 8, 
2015 and this weekend the school is cele-
brating their opening. 

CNUCOM is meeting a great need of both 
the Sacramento region and the State of Cali-
fornia by increasing the number of medical 
students trained in the state. By training at 
least sixty new medical students each year, 
CNUCOM is helping address the drastic short-
age of physicians that our nation is facing. Ac-
cording to the Association of American Med-
ical Colleges, our nation faces a shortfall of 
over 130,000 physicians by 2025. Almost half 
of Californians live in an area where primary 
care doctors are in short supply and far too 
many California counties have less than the 
recommended ratio of 60 to 80 primary care 
physicians per 100,000 residents. 

CNUCOM will be training the next genera-
tion of medical students by utilizing an inte-
grated approach that focuses on basic science 
and an understanding of how the human 
body’s systems work, what goes wrong and 
what patients need to do to stay healthy. Their 
rigorous curriculum will include two years of 
classroom study, which will then be followed 
by clinical rotations at local hospitals, doctors’ 
offices and clinics. It is clear that CNUCOM is 
providing a cost effective, quality education 
while also building community partnerships to 
address clinical training needs and increasing 
access to high quality medical care in the Sac-
ramento region. 

Mr. Speaker, as the California Northstate 
University College of Medicine opens their 
doors and welcomes their first class, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in honoring their ex-
cellent work in the Sacramento region. I am 
confident that the CNUCOM will be producing 
the next generation of doctors and acting as a 
model for a quality medical education for 
many years to come. 

f 

UNCLE SAM 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I am going to 
leave research to the researchers, and history 
to the historians and address myself to an-
other, and even more basic aspect, of the 
issue before you. I am satisfied that when you 
review the historical data that is being pre-
sented here today, you will agree that there is 
no room for doubt where Uncle Sam Wilson 
lived and where he died and where he lies 
buried—in an all but forgotten grave. Troy’s 
claim to Uncle Sam is beyond dispute. 

But there is another and, as I said, an even 
more fundamental aspect to this issue. It 
might be expressed in the unspoken question 
which, I am sure, has suggested itself to 
some, if not all, of the members of this com-
mittee. You may well ask: With Congress la-
boring to resolve the most complex issues, 
which reflect the crises which face our nation 
at home and abroad, why all this fuss about 
Uncle Sam? I should like to try to answer that 
question. 

There was a time when our country passed 
immeasurable advantages over the rising tide 
of world Communism. We had technology, we 
had the production know-how, we had the 
most advantageous tools of peace—yes, and 
the most advanced tools of war, including the 
atomic and hydrogen bombs. But our ascend-
ancy in all these fields has, little by little, been 
erased or at best reduced. 

And, as we pause from time to time, to as-
sess the progress of the never-ending struggle 
for survival which we call the ‘‘Cold War’’, we 
would do well to ask ourselves, bluntly and re-
alistically: What do we have today that Com-
munism does not have? 

It may be difficult to find a satisfying answer 
to this question in the areas of purely material 
progress. Nor is it surprising that Communism, 
the expression of materialistic philosophy, 
should be strong in material advantages. But 
there is a heartening answer to our question 
when we go a step beyond the purely material 
aspects of the struggle, into the spiritual as-
pects which, after all, in the long run, will re-
solve and decide the issue. 

What do we have that Communism does 
not have? We have our American heritage— 
a heritage that is reflected in our history, in 
our tradition, in every detail of the great suc-
cess story that is the story of America. When 
Mr. Khrushchev shakes his fist and points to 
his rockets and his space ships and his le-
gions parading in Red Square, we can stand 
before the world and point to our American 
heritage—to our history and our institutions 
and our principles. And it seems to me, that 
the nations of the world and the people of the 
world, faced with a choice, will know which 
way to go. 

When Mr. Khrushchev shouts, ‘‘Look what 
we got,’’ we can reply, ‘‘Look what we ARE.’’ 
And since the Cold War is, in great measure, 
a struggle for men’s minds—a war of propa-
ganda, if you will—one of the most important 
responsibilities we have is to project the Amer-
ican image in every corner of the world. Gen-
tleman, we have that image ready-made. It’s 
Uncle Sam—that kindly, serious, honest old 
gentleman in his striped suit and tall hat. In 
the minds of millions here and abroad, he 
stands for all the virtues and qualities that are 
wrapped up in the American dream—honor, 
initiative, industry, opportunity, freedom, re-
spect for the rights of others, and, above all, 
regard for the dignity of the individual. It’s all 
there in that picture. And it’s worth more in the 
world struggle than all Mr. Khrushchev’s space 
ships and rockets and nuclear bombs. 

But here is the point we must not overlook. 
What makes the image of Uncle Sam impor-
tant and vital and compelling, is that Uncle 
Sam is real. And the world needs to know he 
is real. The world must be told that he is not 
a fictitious, shoddy trademark after the manner 
of an American advertising campaign. He is 
no cartoonist’s whimsy. He is no Madison Av-
enue gimmick. 

Uncle Sam really lived. And from what we 
know of him, he embodied many, if not all of 
the qualities and virtues, that make us proud 
of our American heritage. Not only is Uncle 
Sam a real, flesh-and-blood American, he is 
particularly representative of the things that 
have made America great—initiative, industry, 
business acumen, Yankee resourcefulness. 
Going even a step further, when you consider 
how the term ‘‘Uncle Sam’’ was coined, you 
find an eloquent representation of the partner-
ship between private enterprise and military 
effort in one of the most critical moments of 
our history—the same sort of partnership that 
made America mighty and respected—yes, 
and in the councils of the ungodly, feared. 

We, in America today, know something 
about how advertising and propaganda works. 
We know how difficult it is to sell an idea; any 
intangible idea or concept, until we clothe it in 
some image people can see and touch. Well, 
the people of the world know Uncle Sam. And 
the better they know him, the more they will 
respect and love him. And in accepting him, 
they will be embracing all the principles that 
go to make up the good life. 

Our own people too, need to know Uncle 
Sam better. Every nation needs its heroes, 
needs the inspiration and pride that come from 
a healthy respect for its historical figures. 
From Uncle Sam, we all can get a deeper ap-
preciation of the American way. 

I have just one more point to make and it 
goes to the heart of all that is being said here 
today. Never—I say it again, gentlemen— 
never forget that Uncle Sam is real. Let us not 
go off waving the picture and leaving the sub-
stance behind. Let us never forget that Uncle 
Sam had a last name too—and that name was 
Wilson. Let us never forget that Uncle Sam 
lived among us and worked among us and, 
when his time came, died among us. 

And need I suggest, gentlemen, that his 
resting place should command the attention 
and respect of the nation he has come to 
symbolize. Too long has Uncle Sam Wilson 
slept, almost unknown and unnoticed, on that 
grassy hillside overlooking the Hudson River. 

Of course we in Troy—whose forebears 
knew and worked with Samuel Wilson—we in 
Troy are proud of Uncle Sam. We have 
marked his grave modestly and have done 
what we could to make him better known. We 
feel that, in this effort, we have been doing 
what the American people would want to do, 
would insist upon doing, if they knew the story 
as we know it. 

And now we come, gentlemen, to the halls 
of Congress to ask you as the representatives 
of the American people to discharge a debt 
that is long overdue. 

Across the nation, we have federal installa-
tions of all kinds—among them, navy yards 
and arsenals and forts and missile bases and 
atomic testing sites—so many of them grim 
monuments to the unhappy aspects of our na-
tional existence. We have too few monuments 
to the more inspiring side. 

We ask you to add another to the roll. We 
ask that you create, if you will, a Shrine of 
Americanism at the grave of the man who has 
become—after the Stars and Stripes—Amer-
ica’s greatest symbol. The military installations 
are necessary indeed, if only to help us stay 
alive. But the final, inevitable victory in the 
great world struggle will be won by the ideals 
and principles—ideals and principles that are 
loftier than the highest space shot and more 
powerful than the most destructive bomb. 
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I feel sure, gentlemen, that we can say with-

out fear of challenge, that America will always 
be the leader of all nations in armed might, in-
deed in any field of material or productive in-
genuity. Communism, the greatest threat to 
mankind, leaves no room for sentiment of nos-
talgia. Sentiment and nostalgia breed individ-
ualism. Individualism is a quality of Freedom. 
Here is where we need our Uncle Sam. Uncle 
Sam is the breathtaking feeling of pride that 
goes with the beat of the military band and the 
marching men. Uncle Sam is the quiver in the 
lip as the picture of Surabachi flashes before 
our mind. Uncle Sam is the invisible resident 
of the tombs of the known and unknown dead 
in our wars. 

Gentlemen, I can assure you, we have no 
selfish interest in our quest for recognition of 
this great America. We ask only, that you ac-
cept from us, this treasure that lies buried in 
a modest grave in Troy, New York. Recognize 
it, as it so richly deserves, and give it to all our 
people. 

That is the message Uncle Sam has for us 
today. That is the message that will be re-
flected at the shrine for Americanism over his 
grave in Troy, New York. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 160TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MILLER BREWING 
COMPANY 

HON. REID J. RIBBLE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize MillerCoors, which is celebrating the 
160th anniversary of Miller Brewing Company 
throughout the month of September at its Mil-
waukee Brewery in Wisconsin. 

Miller Brewing has been an important part of 
the Milwaukee community for 160 years. In 
honor of its 160th anniversary, the brewery is 
inviting members of the community to cele-
brate Miller memories and has been hosting 
special events throughout the month. 

After settling in Milwaukee with a special 
brewer’s yeast and an ambition to brew 
‘‘confoundedly good beers,’’ Frederick J. Miller 
founded the Miller Brewing Company in 1855. 
Miller Brewing continues that legacy today 
through MillerCoors, a family of breweries that 
includes many of the world’s most talented 
brewmasters who brew beers with high-quality 
and often local ingredients while holding them-
selves to the industry’s highest standards. 

Today, MillerCoors and Miller Brewing are 
vital to Wisconsin’s economy and to the U.S. 
economy as a whole, supporting more than 
8,000 jobs nationwide. Frederick Miller knew 
firsthand the value of civic leadership and sus-
tainable business practices, and these tradi-
tions continue today. Miller Brewing and 
MillerCoors remain deeply rooted in the com-
munities in which they brew and sell beer by 
supporting local charities, remaining com-
mitted to responsible consumption, and work-
ing to reduce water and energy usage and 
waste in the brewing process. 

I am proud of MillerCoors for their contribu-
tions to the economy in Wisconsin and 
throughout the U.S. Their 160th anniversary is 
worthy of our special recognition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 110TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WEST ORANGE 
TIMES & OBSERVER 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to recognize the West Orange 
Times & Observer as they celebrate 110 years 
of publication in Orange County, Florida. 

From its roots, the West Orange Times has 
been committed to informing, educating, and 
entertaining their readers. Based in Winter 
Garden, the paper has grown and prospered 
with the city region into a bustling center of 
news, community, and growth. 

I met George and Anne Bailey back in 
1980, when I was first elected to the Florida 
House of Representatives. We didn’t always 
see exactly alike, but we became very good 
friends for many years. Throughout my service 
in both Tallahassee and Washington, the West 
Orange Times has remained my hometown 
paper, and is still delivered to my home every 
week. 

Newspapers bring a community together as 
a method for informing the public, sharing the 
highs and lows, and advertising events that 
knit us together. I am grateful for the leader-
ship and involvement of the West Orange 
Times & Observer, their long history in our 
area, and their dedication to draw our commu-
nity together. West Orange is stronger be-
cause of them. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TODD ISLEY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Todd 
Isley of Carlisle, Iowa for winning top honors 
at this year’s National Balloon Classic in 
Indianola. 

Todd got his start with hot air ballooning 
when he was only seven years old. He began 
by crewing and later earned his pilot’s license 
in 2004. Since that time, he has flown in con-
tests across the United States and around the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Todd and recognize his achievement today. I 
am proud to represent him and Iowans like 
him in the United States Congress. I know that 
all of my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating Todd for his achievements and 
wish him nothing but continued success. 
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